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A Neighbor in Need 
 

Every cloud has a silver lining, according to the familiar expression. Disaster, misfortune and tragedy are 

particularly dark and oppressive clouds. But even these clouds have silver linings. For such circumstances 

often inspire concern and compassion in those who surround the suffering. Whether the result of natural 

forces, accidents or human actions, these dark clouds disrupt life and cause grief, hardship and distress. 

Neighbors and members of the local and regional, or sometimes even the national and international 

community come to support neighbors in need. Occasionally, God’s children have also received this 

compassion and support, not only from brothers and sisters in faith, but also from others who may be 

unknown. 

 When we receive or observe this goodwill firsthand, we might ask: “Have I been a neighbor to others 

in need, especially to unbelieving people?” In our small North American Zion, we struggle with a tendency 

to turn inward and withdraw from active participation in our communities, both on an individual and 

societal level. The reasons for this withdrawal may be many, but whatever they are, we must resist this 

tendency. God does not want His children to withdraw from this world. On the contrary, He instructs us to 

work for the good of the society we live in. Jesus says His children are not “of the world,” and asks God to 

protect us from the evil in it. But at the same time He also prayed that God would not remove us from this 

world (John 17). 

 In the parable of the Good Samaritan, Jesus shows us that all people, both believing and unbelieving, 

are our neighbors in the scriptural sense of the word. When speaking of the command to “love thy 

neighbor,” Jesus pointed to His Father’s example, saying: “Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt 

love thy neighbor, and hate thine enemy. But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, 

do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; That ye 

may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the 

good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. For if ye love them which love you, what reward have 

ye? do not even the publicans the same? And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than others? 

do not even the publicans so? Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect” 

(Matt. 5:43–48). 

 Faith does not hinder us. Rather, it empowers us when we try to serve our community or reach out to 

those in need. We often feel that our attempts to help are small and inadequate, but all assistance is 

meaningful to those who benefit from it. Tragedy and loss accentuate helplessness and smallness, and they 

frequently turn our thoughts toward the important matter of salvation. In such circumstances, affected 

people are more apt to seek God and His help. There is no better aid or gift we can freely offer than that 

which we have freely received: the gospel of God’s kingdom. Although we are timid, God gives strength to 

confess our faith by deed and word. When we desire to love and help our neighbor, God will surely bless 

the endeavor. 
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