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ASEAN Regional Integration Support - Cambodia
Trade Related Assistance (ARISE Plus Cambodia)

Sustainable ecomomic development

Background

Cambodia’s WTO accession in 2004 played a significant robe
in the coumiry’s ivbegratien into the global economy and Fas
avar since contrbwted to ks remarkable economic growth,
employment craation, and poverty redection. To 2 oordhderablbe
autent, Camboda’s economic peccess can be attributed to the
governmaent’s relabvely s tor-iriendly envingnment as well as
the preferential access to impertant export markets. However, a
comparson with neighbounng oowntries indcates that Cambodia
still Lags in ~the ase of doing busiress™ ranking.

Cambodla’s producton base and export destrathons remain
ranow dispite sigraficant made volumes and GOF growth. Whike
tha econsery kas diversified in recent years, in 2020 the axpaon
of gaamants, footwear, and travel goods stll acoounted for more
than half of Cambodia's exports.

Co-firgniced by the Ewropean Union and BME, the ARDYE Plus
project ams to support greater conmectity and ecomomic
integration between Cambaodia and the rest of ASEAN through
implemaenting the ASEAN Ecomomic Community (AEC) Blueprint
025 and strengthesning the instibutional capacity.

Our approach

At the project start, theee intervention aness were establichad.
In thw first intervestion area, “Dmproving Custoems, Trade
Facllitathan, and Standards,” the project supports the Governenent
of the Kingdom of Cambodia i the implementation of its
commitments under the WTO Trade Facilltation Agresment.
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Specifically, ARISE P Camboda’s focues on supporting the
Government of the Kingdom of Cambodia in fowr key areas,
the Cambodian Natioral Single Window (CNEW], Awthorized
Ecomomic Operaters (ABQ), Pre-Merival and  Pre-Departuae
Processing (PAP/PDP), and Risk Managemant (RM] The project’s
leading cooperation partner on trade faclitation s Cambodia's
General Departmant of Comtoms and Escise (GDCE], under the
Ministry of Ecanomy and Firance (MEFL

Th progects  second  intervvention  area,  "Srengthening
Instiutional Capacites and Improving Regulatory Practoe”, alms
to contribute to Cambodias more transparent, pradictable, and
competitiee trade environmant, focusing developmant suppot
on four areas: (1) capacty buldingfinsttutional strengthening,
especially for trade regobatiors and Imgact analyss [2) trade
statisths, (3] support to the Natonal Committes on Trade
Facllitation, and [4] transpasrency of the evoling regulatory
framework via the National Trade Repository.

Tha :hrdpuLL:rh:-cu:e:m"Enhan:lngpﬂ-ahﬂch:w ENGaARTENE,
motably SMEs™, by improwing semall and maedium-sieed enterprises
preparednass for seambess Integration bnto the ASEAM Boonomic
Comamanity and helping them to capitalize on International
trading opportunites. Sp-mfn:allr, the project sepponts SMEs
with trade Infeematicn events and export-related adwocacy
activities. In addithon, indbddual SME: | partcalarly feom rural nd
semi-wrban aress) recelve advisory suppaort through tallor-made
Expaet Devebapment Strategies ([EDE)

The benefits

The project supports the ASEAM economic ntegration of Cam-
bodia by improving the framewerk conditions for trade and pri-
wald SHcior engagement i expadt processes. The extablishment
of a Mational Committee of Trade Facilitation (NCTF) will bring
togetier state and private sector actors to disouss and agres on
tradhe refonms.

Achievements

* Cambodia Curboms Digitalization: The project provided the
Unitad Mations Conference on Trade and Developement (LW CTAD)
with a grant to update Cambodia®s customs clearance softwane
(ASYOUDA Workd] o the most recent version and enhance the
software's risk management feature. This update enables GDCE
to use ASYCLADA Worlds new functions and strengthen the
paperlen tade ewirenment in Cambodia. Fartharmore, the
software wpdate |5 the foundation of GDCE's participation in a
phot project tithed "Digitking Global Maitime Trade™ (DGMTL
The pikot propect sera to improve the pre-asmival procesoing of
sta carge by linking ASYCUDW Warld with a commarcial trade
software wead by lesding maritime shipping lines
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* Capadty Bullding on Trade Hegotlation: Together with the
Mirastry of Commarce (ML), the project dellverad an in-depth
tradning seres on trede negotiabhon, reaching 57 Cambodian
regotiators from different minishries (38% are womien] with 140
e, off Imberactve instraction. Thaty are niow eguipped with the
raicessary skills, iratrumients, and techinkguees o condart successhal
trade nagotiatione for bulateral free-trade agresments.

* NCTF Establishment: Tha establishment of the Mational
Committes of Trade Facilitation [NCTF] is an essential platfarm
for cooedinating with all refevant stakeholders o plan and
implamant the seccessful trade facllitation reforms required by
the WTQO TFA. The project supposted development of the Trade
Facilitation Roadmag and Acton Plan 2007-3035.

* Standards and Certification: To kelp Cambodian companies
increase their exports, the project provides direct techeical
assistamce to 15 womer-owned of managed SMEs from
warlous sectors and locations. Support areas indede obtaining
interatonal certifiatons on quality management systems,
satable maredacturing practices, improved food safety, amd
fair trade practices to help companies meet interrational buyer
requirgmants. As a result, Confirel, ane of the partidpants of
the ARLSE+ programme, shipped 3 contairer with eight tons of
Kampong Spes palm sugar to France to fulfil a first comtract. The
wxport vales of supported companies rose from USD 6M to USD
LM i 2001

= Auditor certification: A group of ten bocal consultants (50%
are women) successfully passed the International Registry of
Centified Auditors [[RCA] exam, qualifying them to perform
pre-zudis on behalf of imternationally acoredited irabibuthors.
These accreditations are particulardy valwable, corgidering the
Wmiied nomber of gualified corsultants in Cambodia capable
o guide SMEs In passing certification audits and obtaining the
recessary export certifications.
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