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®Pastoral Letter
Pl

Thank God for giving us a new start in 2024. At the
beginning of the year, what scripture is a good reminder
for us? Thank God for his guidance. The Beatitudes in the
Sermon on the Mount in Matthew's Gospel may be one of
the important passages.

The Beatitudes are at the beginning of the Sermon on the
Mount, when Jesus Christ taught his disciples how to
understand the Old Testament commandments from the
New Testament perspective. But Jesus overturned
everyone's worldview, values, and outlook on life with the
Beatitudes.

Let us review the meaning of the first blessing.

Matthew 5:3 Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.

The meaning of "poor in spirit" is to have nothing at all in
the spirit, to be so lacking in the soul that it is like
bankruptcy. If we imagine that our bank deposits are zero,
we have nothing in terms of money. Poor in spirit is
describing such a situation. But in the spiritual sense, it
means a person who knows that he has nothing, who
understands that he has nothing to boast of, who has
nothing to offer, who admits that he is a hopeless sinner.
We are utterly sinful in the presence of the holy God. This
is a person's recognition, understanding, and
acknowledgment of his true self. Only such a person is
truly "poor in spirit". Such a person knows that he cannot
be saved by his completely fallen self, that he needs a
holy God who is willing to save him with love, to actively
help him, in order to enter the kingdom of heaven.

Such a person is valued and pleased by God, and God
will not despise the one who is sorrowful for his sin. God
will surely welcome these people into his kingdom, and sit
with them at his table, so the kingdom of heaven belongs
to them.

At the beginning of the year, if we start with this attitude,
we believe that God will bless us and let us be closer to
him. Being with God is the greatest blessing in itself.

Although it is a very short passage, it can already be our
goal for this year. Let us recognise our own sinfulness,
knowing that we need Christ's salvation. Having this "poor
in spirit" attitude is the beginning of our blessing. May the
Lord help us, let us yearn for God, yearn to be close to
him, do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with God.
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English Worship Service

9:00am
Speaker: Pastor Adam Breasley Chairperson: Elder Albert Seah

Ephesians 1:3-6
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.
For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and
blameless in his sight. In love he predestined us for adoption to sonship
through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will— to the
praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he

CALL TO WORSHIP

loves.
OPENING PRAYER
WORSHIP SONGS
SCRIPTURE READING Joshua 24:14-18 Bethany Chan
SPOTLIGHT Pastor Adam Breasley Pastor Steaven Cheung

WELCOME and CHURCH NEWS

PASTORAL and INTERCESSORY PRAYER Elder Phillip Lowe
SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 7:13-29 Bethany Chan
SERMON “Build your house on the Rock!”

COLLECTION

BENEDICTION

Next week:

Speaker: Pastor Steaven Cheung Chairperson: Susan Quay

Reader: Ernest Shum

Children’s

Talk Holiday Break

CPC 14. 01. 2024
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Mandarin Worship Service
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Cantonese Worship Service
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English / Cantonese Worship Service

12pm F 4+ =B
Speaker: Pastor Adam Breasley mA Adam Breasley 1% ia
Chairperson: Elder George Fong, Peter Leung £ : iR E - R
Interpreter: Peter Leung 1558 : RagiE
Organist: Li Jie Wong BE= WL A
PROCESSION ¥ 1
SILENT -
MEDITATION B
INTROIT 1% 78 2R
CALLTO :
2 . i— QA
WORSHIP Ephesians 1:3-6 " F LB E 1:3-6
HYMN OF PRAISE No.1 oF &% 14
“O Worship the King” S e = o
OPENING PRAYER w5
READING Joshua 24:14-18 EX & # £ 553 2411418
INTERCESSORY -
PRAYER Rl
CHURCH NEWS RETET
OFFERTORY No.127 & &K 127 &
“Search Me, O God” TRERFE
DOXOLOGY (Front Cover, Hymn of Praise) = — 4§ (HEFEH)
SCRIPTURE , w7
Elder George Fong, Peter Leung riEBRE - R
SERMON  “Build your house on the Rock!” & i# T rEZEROETF !
HYMN OF RESPONSE No. 110 =B g% 110 &
“| Serve a Risen Saviour” "REAKERE
BENEDICTION B
POSTLUDE )
Next week TE8B :
Speaker: Pastor Wai Leung Chung MR @ (EfERI%E
Chairpersons:  Elder George Fong, Peter Leung 4% : ik ~ R4 %
Interpreter: Peter Leung BEE :  R4E
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Church News

Thanks to Ronald Tse for preaching at the 9am Mandarin
Service and 10:30am Cantonese Service today.

A special welcome to Adam Breasley and Wai Leung

Chung as they join our Pastoral Team today. Adam will be
working with the English youth and young adults. Wai
Leung will be working with the Cantonese students and
young adults. We welcome them and their families as they
join the CPC family.

PWA & Men's Fellowship Meeting will be held at
10:30am on Thursday 18/1 at the Worship Centre. We will
continue to study the Gospel of Mark this month. All

welcome to join us.

"Learning how to create a Children's talk" training will
be held in Room 311 at 12-2:30pm on Sunday 21/1 by Ben
Johnston and Mark Leong. Suitable for all current

Childrens' talk presenters and those who would like to
learn about preparing a message from the Bible for
children. Also useful for parents who would like to talk to
their kids about the Bible.

Sunday School, CYA, Language School and church

lunch are in recess and will resume on 4/2.

Bank Accounts and Ministry Reports Please submit

them to the church office by 31/1. Please assist the on-
time completion of the annual report by having them
handed in before the deadline.

Online Giving: CPC General Fund
CPC Missionary Fund

On Leave Rev Chris Chan is taking sabbatical until 30/6.

On Mission and Leave Pastor Dorothy Choi will be on

Thailand Mission and annual leave. She is away until
2411,

Caretakers David and Amy Lau will be on leave from
10/1-30/1. If you need to access the Church on
weekdays, please arrange with our office staff in
advance. Please contact Darren Li (0416 538 350) for
caretaker weekend assistance.

Special Event Clearways are in place today. Please
refer to the notice posted in the breezeway for details.

Praise and Thanksgiving

e Decisions and sharing at the Session Meeting on
12/1.

Intercession

e Pray for brothers & sisters suffering from illness:
Anne Wong, Lyn Kwong, Andrew Pau, Irene Lu,
Albert & Anne Looi, Alex Wong and Eva Wong. May
our Lord surround them with his divine love and
peace. Grant them the courage to face their
challenges with resilience and hope.

e For more detailed prayer needs of the missionaries
and the church, please refer to the Church’s latest
Prayer Calendar by following the link below.

(Westpac) BSB 032-044 Ac# 225830
(Westpac) BSB 032-134 Ac# 123723

Church’s Prayer Calendar: http://bit.ly/CPCEngPrayer
Last Sunday’s Online Viewing: 82
Last Sunday’s Physical Attendance: 348
Today’s Flowers in Auditorium: Sue Wong

CPC
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