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®Pastoral Letter

" X
Let Praying Hands be Uplifted at CPC

‘As long as Moses held up his hands, the Israelites were
winning, but whenever he lowered his hands, the Amalekites
were winning.” Exodus 17:11

In today’s sermon passage (Exodus 17), we read about Israel’s
battle with the Amalekites and the very significant observation
that Israel’s victory or defeat was not determined by the relative
strength of the two opposing sides, or by the superiority of their
respective strategies, but by whether or not Moses had his
hands raised or not, on the mountain overseeing the battle.

Raising of hands was apparently associated with prayer and
worship, as indicated by many biblical references, including:

"Every day | call upon you, O LORD; | spread out my hands to
you" (Psalm 88:9D).

"0 LORD, I call upon you; hasten to me! Give ear to my voice
when | call to you! Let my prayer be counted as incense before
you, and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice!"
(Psalm 141:1-2).

Moses had his staff with him when he prayed, the staff that God
gave him and by which he performed the various miracles to
bring the Israelites out of Egypt. It was symbolic and certainly a
reminder of God's power on which he relied totally.

God’s power accessed through prayer being the determining
factor for victory and success is the ordained truth for all of
God’s work. Hence, it should be the first resort when we serve
our Lord. Unfortunately, in reality, it is frequently our last.

CPC is greatly in need of a revival in our prayer life. We utilise
a lot of God-given resources and gifts in a large variety of
ministries. Many brothers & sisters work tirelessly and diligently
in them week after week. However, do they bear much fruit?
Are they achieving their objectives of growing our members
spiritually? Unless we are committed to praying for these
ministries, the people who serve in them and the people being
served, we cannot expect abundant fruit and for the Father to
be glorified. What a waste of God-given resources, effort and
opportunities that would be!

May | encourage us all to take this to heart? It would be great if
you would consider joining the monthly Combined Prayer
Meeting of the church, held online every first Wednesday of the
month (meeting link published in the bulletin each time). The
advantages of that include praying as one united church for
common objectives; getting to know about and understand the
ministries and needs of other congregations, and encouraging
others by your participation. As an alternative or in addition to
that, you may pray regularly in your small groups. Whichever
the case, please try to broaden the scope of prayer to include
the ministries beyond those you participate in and for the needs
of others beyond your family and friends. We need mutual
prayer support within our spiritual family.

And pray earnestly for the revival of prayer life in CPC. | hope
and trust that when we are willing to experience God together
through our earnest prayer (uplift our hands), we will see the
wonders and power of God manifesting in us, the church and
the world. May CPC truly become a temple of prayer and be
dedicated to the Lord!
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English Worship Service

9:00am
Speaker: Rev Chris Chan Chairperson: Elder Albert Seah

Psalm 84:1-4

How lovely is your dwelling place, LOorRD Almighty! My soul
yearns, even faints, for the courts of the LORD; my heart and my
flesh cry out for the living God. Even the sparrow has found a
CALL TO WORSHIP home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may have
her young—a place near your altar, LORD Almighty, my King and
my God. Blessed are those who dwell in your house; they are
ever praising you.

OPENING PRAYER
WORSHIP SONGS
SCRIPTURE READING Hebrews 3:7-14 Manda Leong Johnston
CHILDREN'S TALK Mariana Leong

WELCOME and CHURCH NEWS

PASTORAL and INTERCESSORY PRAYER Elder Ken Wong
SCRIPTURE READING Exodus 17 Manda Leong Johnston
SERMON “JEHOVAH-NISSI: The Lord is My Banner”

COLLECTION

BENEDICTION

Next week:

Speaker: Paster Steaven Cheung Chairperson: Elder Albert Seah

Reader: TBA Scripture: Exodus 18
Children’s
Talk: Johnny Tse
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Cantonese Worship Service
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English / Cantonese Worship Service

CPC

12pm F 4+ =B
Speaker: Dr Anthony Tang ERA %1‘13 AR B A4
Chairpersons:  Elder George Fong, Peter Leung £ : TR R
Interpreter: Peter Leung 18ER ’} O
Organist: Li Jie Wong B LA
PROCESSION ¥ 1
SILENT -
MEDITATION e
INTROIT 14 78 2F
CALLTO WORSHIP Psalm 84:1-4 bl < ¥} 84:14
HYMN OF PRAISE No.2 =8 E% 25
“To God Be the Glory” T RHEEF AN LAY
OPENING PRAYER i
READING Matthew 1:22-23, 28:18-20 BR 2 B XiE5 1:22-23, 28:18-20
INTERCESSORY -
PRAYER &
CHURCH NEWS RETTE
OFFERTORY No.279 % %K 279 &
“What A Friend We Have in Jesus” "o ek R A 2 AR K
DOXOLOGY (Front Cover, Hymn of Praise) = — 2§ (HEFEH)
SCRIPTURE . 22 47
READING EXOdUS 17-1'16 Ei ﬂ ﬁ j#\‘&ia 17-1'16
Gary Wong See, Peter Leung Fheso~ REEE
SERMON  “The Experience of Abundant Life” £# i " RA R
HYMN OF = \
RESPONSE No.404 =& g% 404 %
“O Jesus, | Have Promised” T EERER  RTIEFH
BENEDICTION I\
POSTLUDE g
Nextweek TE8 :
Speaker: Dr Anthony Tang MR B R
Chairpersons:  Elder George Fong, Peter Leung EH O TEBRE - REE
Interpreter: Peter Leung N R
Organist: Monica Ling R R
Scripture: Exodus 18 | : K 18
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Church News

Thanks to Dr Anthony Tang for preaching at the On Leave Pastor Dorothy Choi is on leave until 6/8.
10:30am Cantonese and 12pm English/Cantonese - ¢aretaker Amy Lau will be on leave from 20-24/7.

Services this morning.

Language School, Sunday School, CYA & Lunch
resume today.

Coffee Corner is open today and next Sunday 30/7.

Special Event Clearways will be in place on 30/7 and
6/8. Please refer to notice posted at breezeway for
details.

IDMC Conference 2023 (Online)

Date: August 11-12 at 7:30pm-10pm

Speaker: Rev Paul Jeyachandran

Theme: Transforming Your Inner Life

Free registration: https://www.idmcconference.com/

“Redeeming Joy” Rev Paul Tripp will be the special
guest speaker on the topic “Redeeming Joy”, at the
Cornerstone Conference Saturday 12 August 2023 at
Presbyterian Ladies College, Croydon. Book your
tickets here: Day tickets $60 (adults/students), $30
(K-6 students) and $15 (preschool). Please note
change of venue due to overwhelming demand of
tickets sold.

Hong Kong Bible Conference (Online)

Date: August 1-10

Speaker: Rev. Bryan Chapell (English)
Rev. Arnold Chow (Cantonese)
Dr. Patrick Fung (Cantonese)

Details:
https://hkbibleconference.org/content/schedule

CPC General Fund
CPC Missionary Fund

Online Giving:

Intercession

e Pray for healing of Anne Wong (Elder Bernard

Wong's wife) and Lynette Kwong (Michael
Tang’s cousin) who were involved in the recent
serious car accident at Eastwood. Praise the
Lord that both Anne and Lyn are slowly
recovering. Continue to pray for strength, faith
and support for them and their families. Also
pray for family and friends of their friend who died
in the accident, that God will provide support and
comfort to them.

Pray for brothers & sisters suffering from illness:
Andrew Pau, Irene Lu, Albert & Anne Looi, Alex
Wong, Eva Wong. May our Lord surround them
with his divine love and peace. Grant them the
courage to face their challenges with resilience
and hope.

Praise God for Pauline Pang'’s joyful and fulfilling
ministry in the international school at Penang.
Pray for Pauline in Sydney at the moment
spending time with her elderly father.

Pray for humility as Jason & Hiwin Tam serve
among the working-class Taiwanese people,
even in the face of adversity. Pray that their
proclamation of Christ will resonate with the
people, overcoming any distance or rejection
they may encounter.

Sunny & Wendy Wong of OMF

For more detailed prayer needs of the
missionaries and the church, please refer to the
Church’s latest Prayer Calendar by following the
link below.

(Westpac Bank) BSB 032-044 Ac# 225830
(Westpac Bank) BSB 032-134 Ac# 123723

Church’s Prayer Calendar: http://bit.ly/CPCEngPrayer
Last Sunday’s Online Viewing: 131
Last Sunday’s Physical Attendance: 422
Today’s Flowers in Auditorium: Mrs Miranda Lo

CPC
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