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Begin this (Chinese) New Year with readiness to advance

“The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, “This month (Nisan) is to be for you the first month, the first month of
your year.... This is how you are to eat it (the Passover meal): with your cloak tucked into your belt, your sandals on
your feet and your staff in your hand. Eat it in haste; it is the Lord’s Passover...."Exodus 12:1-2,11

This passage is about the observance of the first “Passover” just prior to the Israelites’ exodus out of Egypt. The Lord’s
command to His people was to consider this time to be a new beginning, the start of a New Year, and this new
beginning was to be characterised by a mentality of leaving the life of bondage behind and journeying with hope and
expectation towards the Land that God had promised.

As Jewish traditions developed, there are now four beginnings of the Jewish New Year, of which the first of Nisan
(March-April of the Gregorian calendar) is one, although the traditional Jewish new year is in September of our
calendar. Nisan is also the first month of Spring in Palestine.

There is a Chinese saying that the planning for a year occurs in Spring. The was a similar point in the Lord’s command
here. The Jews were to understand that their redemption from slavery in Egypt was the start of a completely new life
as if real life started only after God's redemptive event. It was the first time they had ever lived. In the Spring of this

new year, the direction of their lives was set.

The celebration of the Passover consisted of each family slaughtering a lamb without blemish and eating that lamb
and unleavened bread in the prescribed manner: “with your cloak tucked into your belt, your sandals on your feet and
your staff in your hand. Eat it in haste”, i.e. eat while fully dressed and ready to move forward to leave behind the life
of slavery. That bondage was the horrible life to flee from. The cloak tucked into the belt permitted freedom of rapid
escape. With sandals worn, with staff in hand, they were able to embark on the exodus at a moment’s notice. They
were to head straight towards the freedom and abundance of life in the Promised Land without any hesitation or dilly-
dallying. It was such a gracious opportunity from God and such a clear choice to make.

Urgent as it was to leave Egypt, the appropriation of the Passover meal must come first — acknowledging the sacrifice
of the lamb without blemish, the foreshadowing of the Saviour Jesus Christ, for the sake of His people’s salvation. It

was necessary for them to “eat His flesh” to symbolise their acceptance of His act of grace and their union with Him.

| pray that we would commence this Chinese New Year with the same renewal of commitment to the Lord, the same
attitude and hope. Let this year start with a refreshed conviction of the redemptive grace of the Lord in each of our
lives. Let us be fully prepared to leave the bondage of sin and the alluring false security of worldly “Egypt”, and single-
mindedly head towards the eternal and abundant life in the “Promised Land”. Do not be tempted by worldliness to

have second thoughts. Do not dilly-dally, lest the gracious opportunity expires.
Let this be a year of growing faithfulness in discipleship as we head heavenwards.
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English Worship Service

9:00am

Speaker: Pastor Dorothy Choi Chairperson: Elder Ken Wong
Isaiah 24:14-15
They raise their voices, they shout for joy; from the west
CALL TO WORSHIP they acclaim the Lord’s majesty. Therefore in the east

give glory to the Lord; exalt the name of the Lord, the
God of Israel, in the islands of the sea.

OPENING PRAYER

OPENING HYMN

SCRIPTURE READING Psalm 119:1-2 Grace Wong
CHILDREN'S TALK Mark Leong

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS

PASTORAL and INTERCESSORY PRAYER Elder Charles Uen
SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 5:1-12 Grace Wong
SERMON “Blessed in the New Year”

HYMN OF RESPONSE

BENEDICTION

Next week:

Speaker: Rev Chris Chan Chairperson: Elder Phillip Lowe
Reader: Helena Leung Scripture: TBA

%Iil'(‘f”e“’s Phillippa Seah
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Cantonese Worship Service
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English / Cantonese Worship Service

12pm F 4+ =&
Speaker: Pastor Dorothy Choi MR N EARE
Chairpersons:  Elder George Fong, Peter Leung £ : iR R S R
Interpreter: Peter Leung 1REE : 9
Organist: Li Jie Wong A= HILA
PROCESSION ¥ 1E
SILENT -
MEDITATION B
INTROIT s T8 2F
CALL TO WORSHIP Isaiah 24:14-15 -l <} AR ZE 24:14-15
HYMN OF PRAISE No.2 o8 &¥ 2y
“To God Be the Glory” RN BAY
OPENING
PRAYER &
READING Psalm 119:1-2 R & A 119:1-2
INTERCESSORY PRAYER Pl
ANNOUNCEMENTS R &F
OFFERTORY No.384 & #&X 384 4
“Love Lifted Me” EEX & &N
DOXOLOGY (Front Cover, Hymn of Praise) = — 2§ (HE7Faa)
SCRIPTURE . o % L
READING Matthew 5:3-10 i & H K4&F 5:3-10
Elder George Fong, Peter Leung B E ~ REEE
SERMON “Blessed in the New Year” 51 "R EFEA
HYMN OF .
RESPONSE No.404 =& &% 404 4
“0 Jesus, | Have Promised” T X ARGR - R EHF
BENEDICTION B
POSTLUDE B s
Next Week F£8 :
Speaker: Rev Chris Chan R PR B4 P
Chairpersons: ~ Elder George Fong, Peter Leung £ : Mk ¥ » R4
Interpreter: Peter Leung {BEE . I 4k
Organist: Li Jie Wong BRE: Fak
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Church News

Thanks to Elder Xing Long Huang for preaching at
the 9:00am Mandarin Service today.

Holy Communion and Missionary Giving at 9am

Mandarin & 10:30am Cantonese Services next
Sunday. Please be prayerful for the needs of our
missionaries & give generously.

Combined Prayer Meeting will be held online on

Wednesday 1/2 at 8-9:30pm. The zoom details will be
provided in due course. Please join us to pray.

Life of Christ course 2nd graduation ceremony will

be held today in the worship centre from 1:30pm to
3:00pm. All pastors, elders, brothers and sisters are
welcome to attend.

2023 Nominations for Committee of Management

Forms are posted on the noticeboard in the breezeway
or can be downloaded from the church website.
Please return the completed nomination forms to an
elder or to the church office before 26/2.

Coffee ministry will resume if we find enough people

willing to serve on a 2-hour roster (requires two teams
on Sunday: 8:30-10:30am and 10:30am-12:30pm).
Training will be provided. Interested parties please
email george.fong@cpc.org.au

Special Event Clearways are in place today. Please

refer to the notice posted in the breezeway for details.

CPC General Fund
CPC Missionary Fund

Online Giving:

Caretaker Amy Lau is on leave until 2/2. Both Amy
and David Lau will be away today. If you need to
access the Church, please arrange with our office
staff in advance.

Sunday School, CYA, Language School, and

church lunch will resume next Sunday.

2023 Room Allocation for Sundays is posted on

the noticeboard in the breezeway.

2022 Bank Accounts and Ministry Reports:

Please submit them to the church office by 31/1.To
ensure the timely completion of the annual report,
please hand in your report by Tuesday.

Pray for

e God will provide more brothers and sisters with a
heart to serve in children’s ministry on Sunday.
The start of the year is always exciting, and we
know of more children coming to Sunday School,
but we need more teachers and helpers, so that
we can cater for them.

e Natalie Leung's ministry to Sydney university
student.

e Christine Mao - Jericho Road Chaplaincy.

e Phnom Penh Bible College.

e For more detailed prayer needs of the
missionaries and the church, please refer to the
Church’s latest Prayer Calendar by following the
link below.

(Westpac Bank) BSB 032-044 Ac# 225830
(Westpac Bank) BSB 032-134 Ac# 123723

Church’s Prayer Calendar: http://bit.ly/CPCEngPrayer
Last Sunday’s Online Viewing: 265
Last Sunday’s Physical Attendance: 307

CPC
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