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“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
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John 1:1-13
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Matthew 2:7-15
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Pastoral Letter Pastor Esther Wang
1 = wsmn &S

Wishing you Merry Christmas with joy and peace on Christmas Day today!

In the blink of an eye 2022 has come towards the end. Although the pandemic has not yet ended
completely, our lives have gradually returned to normal. Despite of the fact that more and more of
our relatives and friends have become infected with Covid, praise God that most of them can
recover quickly or slowly. Therefore, during this traditional festive season in celebrating Jesus’s
birth, we still have a lot of opportunities to gather with our friends and families. What can we do
while we gather with people? Maybe catching up and greeting, chatting along with a meal? After
the brief greeting of each other have we thought of finding a few topics that we can have more in-

depth sharing?

We all hope to establish a closer and more sincere relationship with our family and friends. During
the Christmas gatherings, a lot of families would prepare a sumptuous meal and create a
comfortable environment to provide our loved ones a good and relaxed time with each other. To
make this well-prepared time more meaningful and valued, we may want to think about how we can
prepare for them not only satisfaction in their mouths, but also higher satisfaction and comfort in

their spiritual needs?

If we want to make our conversation more meaningful the first thing we need to do is to pray. We
need to pray for the presence of God that He can reveal to us a suitable topic to chat about when
we meet with each other. Secondly, before the gathering we can consider what kind of topic
people will be interested in, so that we can invite them to share happily. As Jesus’s disciples, have
we thought of how we can share about our gratitude in God, or what God has done in my life, or

even to tell everyone what is the most precious lesson | have learned during the year?

It is a great time that we can gather with families and friends during the festive season enjoying our
time chatting and dining together. Let us pray for God's mercy and provision of wisdom and grace,
that we do not stay in the stage of superficial chatting, but to be able to share more deeply and
sincerely with the opportunity we are given. Pray that we can have more in-depth sharing, to build

up our relationship and bonding and to be good witness for our wonderful gracious Lord Jesus.

CcpPC 25/12/2022
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CALL TO WORSHIP
Isaiah 9:6-7

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and
the government will be on his shoulders. And he
will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Of the greatness of his government and peace
there will be no end. He will reign on David’s
throne and over his kingdom, establishing and
upholding it with justice and righteousness from
that time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord
Almighty will accomplish this.

Joy to the World!

Joy to the world the Lord is come

Let earth receive her King

Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room

And heav'n and nature sing

And heav'n and nature sing

And heav'n and heav'n and nature sing

Joy to the earth the Savior reigns

Let men their songs employ

While fields and floods rocks hills and plains
Repeat the sounding joy

Repeat the sounding joy

Repeat repeat the sounding joy

No more let sins and sorrows grow
Nor thorns infest the ground

He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found

Far as the curse is found

Far as far as the curse is found

He rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove

The glories of His righteousness

And wonders of His love

And wonders of His love

And wonders wonders of His love
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SCRIPTURE READING
John 1:1-13

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God.
He was with God in the beginning.

Through him all things were made; without him
nothing was made that has been made.

In him was life, and that life was the light of all
mankind.

The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness has not overcome it.

There was a man sent from God whose name
was John.

He came as a witness to testify concerning that
light, so that through him all might believe.

He himself was not the light; he came only as a
witness to the light.

The true light that gives light to everyone was
coming into the world.

He was in the world, and though the world was
made through him, the world did not recognize
him.

He came to that which was his own, but his own
did not receive him.

Yet to all who did receive him, to those who
believed in his name, he gave the right to
become children of God—

children born not of natural descent, nor of
human decision or a husband’s will, but born of
God.
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ANTHEM

Have you heard the sound of the angel voices
Ringing out so sweetly, ringing out so clear?

Have you seen the star shining out so brightly

As a sign from God that Christ the Lord is here?

Have you heard the news that they bring from Heaven
To the humble shepherds who have waited long?

e

Gloria in excelsis Deo! Hear the angels sing their joyful song

He is come in peace in the winter's stillness
Like a gentle snowfall in the gentle night

He is come in joy like the sun at morning
Filling all the world with radiance and with light
He is come in love as the child of Mary

In a simple stable, we have seen his birth

Gloria in excelsis Deo! Hear the angels singing peace on earth

He will bring new light to a world in darkness
Like a bright star shining in the skies above
He will bring new hope to the waiting nations
When he comes to reign in purity and love
Let the Earth rejoice at the Saviour's coming
Let the heavens answer with the joyful morn

Gloria in excelsis Deo! Hear the angels singing Christ is born

CcpPC

Angels We Have Heard on High

Angels we have heard on high
Sweetly singing o’er the plains
And the mountains in reply
Echoing their joyous strains

* Gloria in excelsis Deo
Gloria in excelsis Deo

Shepherds why this jubilee

Why your joyous strains prolong
What the gladsome tidings be
Which inspire your heav'nly song

Come to Bethlehem and see
Him whose birth the angels sing
Come adore on bended knee
Christ the Lord the newborn King
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DOXOLOGY

Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise Him all creatures here below
Praise Him above, ye heav'nly host
Praise Father Son and Holy Ghost Amen

SCRIPTURE READING
Matthew 2:7-15

Then Herod called the Magi secretly and
found out from them the exact time the star
had appeared.

He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and
search carefully for the child. As soon as you
find him, report to me, so that | too may go
and worship him.”

After they had heard the king, they went on
their way, and the star they had seen when it
rose went ahead of them until it stopped over
the place where the child was.

When they saw the star, they were overjoyed.

On coming to the house, they saw the child
with his mother Mary, and they bowed down
and worshiped him. Then they opened their
treasures and presented him with gifts of gold,
frankincense and myrrh.

And having been warned in a dream not to go
back to Herod, they returned to their country
by another route.

When they had gone, an angel of the Lord
appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,” he
said, “take the child and his mother and
escape to Egypt. Stay there until | tell you, for
Herod is going to search for the child to kill
him.”

So he got up, took the child and his mother
during the night and left for Egypt,

where he stayed until the death of Herod. And
so was fulfilled what the Lord had said
through the prophet: “Out of Egypt | called my
son.”
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Hark! the Herald Angels Sing

Hark The herald angels sing
Glory to the newborn King
Peace on earth and mercy mild
God and sinners reconciled

Joyful all ye nations rise

Join the triumph of the skies
With th’angelic hosts proclaim
Christ is born in Bethlehem

*Hark the herald angels sing
Glory to the newborn King

Christ by highest heav'n adored
Christ the everlasting Lord

Late in time behold Him come
Offspring of a Virgin's womb

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see
Hail the incarnate Deity

Pleased as man with men to dwell
Jesus our Emmanuel

Hail the heav’n-born Prince of Peace
Hail the Sun of Righteousness

Light and life to all He brings

Ris'n with healing in His wings

Mild He lays His glory by

Born that man no more may die
Born to raise the sons of earth
Born to give them second birth

Come Desire of Nations come
Fix in us Thy humble home

Rise the woman’s cong'ring seed
Bruise in us the serpent’s head

Adam’s likeness now efface
Stamp Thine image in its place
Second Adam from above
Reinstate us in Thy love
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O Come All Ye Faithful

1 O come all ye faithful joyful and triumphant
O come ye O come ye to Bethlehem
Come and behold Him born the King of angels

* O come let us adore Him
O come let us adore Him

O come let us adore Him Christ the Lord

2 Sing choirs of angels sing in exultation
Sing all ye bright hosts of heav’'n above
Glory to God all glory in the highest

3 Yea Lord we greet Thee born this happy morning

Jesus to Thee be all glory giv'n

Word of the Father now in flesh appearing

Hallelujah Chorus

oA B K A0

B R A

TR A g ok
R —FR KR EAAF]IE
RARER RETCHEAL
* F AR ZME R

T AR R R FF
TR R PR ERH
RALEE REE KR P
R RE Ao it R Wy
B HHRPT SRARIIE T
MEANSR KF AR
RAHEM 2B E—F
RFBAMG 2T R

Hallelujah! For the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. Hallelujah!
The kingdom of this world is become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ

And He shall reign forever and ever

King of kings, and Lord of lords

And He shall reign forever and ever

Hallelujah!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS R 4

Offertory from today’s service Please donate via the pew envelopes or transfer online to BSB 032-
044 Account 225830. Donations will be directed to the Wesley Edward Eager Centre and flood-
affected congregations. Although not tax deductible, if you would like a receipt, please write your name,
amount and email address on the envelope or email the Treasurer at treasurer@cpc.org.au.

Combined Prayer Meeting The January Combined Prayer Meeting will be held in the Worship
Centre and online at 12:00-1:00pm on 1 Jan 2023. It will be an occasion for thanksgiving for 2022
and commitment for 2023.

Holy Communion and Missionary Giving will be held on Sunday 1 Jan 2023 at the 9am English,
12pm English/ Cantonese and 4pm English services. Please be prayerful for the needs of our
missionaries and give generously.

Condolences Mr Lester Wong See, our long-time member, passed away peacefully last Sunday at
101 years old. His funeral service will be held Thursday 29 Dec 2022 at 10:30am in the Camellia
Chapel, Macquarie Park Cemetery. Lunch/refreshments to follow on site at Macquarie Park Function
Centre. Sincere condolences to his extended family and relatives.
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10:30am Cantonese Service Auditorium Pastor Dorothy Choi
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