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®Pastoral Letter
Pl

This Sunday is the 129th anniversary of our church, which is
a great day to celebrate. As part of this church family, we are
very honoured to be able to celebrate and witness with our
brothers and sisters in the oldest Chinese church in Sydney,
which, by the grace of God, has been growing for more than
100 years, serving as the Lord's lamp in Sydney.

One hundred and twenty-nine years is not a short period of
time. The most valuable asset in the family of God is His
people.

Although | have only served in CPC for less than a year, |
have met many brothers and sisters in the church, and
witnessed their selfless and faithful devotion to the Lord
Jesus Christ. And for many years, they have dedicated
themselves to their duties, worked silently, and not ask for
compensation, but simply devoting themselves to serving our
Lord Jesus Christ.

The church is a very special group of people in the world.
There are many voluntary service organisations in the world,
but few have members like the faithful believers in the
church, who are willing to give so selflessly. Not for reputation
nor for fame, nor for profit, but in response to the love that
Jesus Christ has for us.

The church is a group of people who are loved by Jesus
Christ, and we are of one mind, willing to devote ourselves to
God.

The weekly dedication to selfless service may only be
understood by Christians. In fact, we love God because
Jesus Christ first loved us and sacrificed Himself to the point
that He died for us on the cross to show us His great love.

Our willingness to show our human love to others, both inside
and outside the church, is actually motivated by us wanting
to repay God with God's love. We express our love of our
Heavenly Father through loving and caring for others.

The church is the place where we can express our love for
each other. It is because of the outpouring of God's love that
we have the strength to express our love to others, and this
is what we do in serving one another.

The past days have seen the grace and love of God
manifested in this beautiful church. | really hope that in the
next five, ten, or a hundred years, we will continue to see the
grace and love of God manifested in this church. This is
because Jesus Christ is forever present with His church and
with Christians, and God will surely take care of His church.

Although blessed, we are all sinners who fall short of God’s
glory every day. However, the power of God will surely
continue to preserve this church, to glorify Him in His grace,
and to show the world that the church is His home, His
sanctuary, and He himself will draw the world into His
kingdom.

May we work together with the Lord so that God may
manifest His glory through us forever and ever.

CPC

Pastor Arthur Leung
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129th Anniversary Service z

10:00am 4+ 8

Rev Chris Chan

Tabitha Chor (English)
Crystal Koo (Cantonese, Mandarin)

Elder Jason Lo (Cantonese)

Speaker :
Chairpersons :

Interpreters via

headset : Elder Ernest Chong (Mandarin)

Organist : Eric Chia

Pianist : Peggy Lam

PRELUDE

MEDITATION

WELCOME

INTROIT How marvellous! How wonderful!

CALL TO WORSHIP Psalm 145: 3-7

WORSHIP IN SONG Turn Your Eyes All Elders
How Great Is Our God & Pastors

THANKSGIVING SHARING Sophia Mar (English)
THANKSGIVING PRAYER Vivien Lou (Mandarin)
ANTHEM Step by Step

SCRIPTURE READING Raymond Wong (Cantonese)

Ephesians 4:1-6

CHILDRENS TALK Philippa Seah (English)
HYMN O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing No.30
SHARING ON CHURCH UNITY Agnes Chiu (Cantonese)
PRAYER FOR CHURCH UNITY Joshua Mah (English)
SCRIPTURE READING Hank Zheng (Mandarin)
Acts 2:42-47
SERMON Chris Chan (English)
“United in mission for Christ’s community”
HYMN OF The Church's One Foundation ~ No.178
RESPONSE
PRAYER OF RESPONSE Dr. John Lim (English)
OFFERTORY Thanks to God No.432
DOXOLOGY
BENEDICTION
ANNOUNCEMENTS
POSTLUDE
CPC
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Church News

Warm Welcome to friends and visitors who have joined us
for our Anniversary Service this morning.

Holy Communion and Missionary Giving at 9am Mandarin
& 10:30am Cantonese Services next Sunday. Please be
prayerful for the needs of our missionaries & give generously.

Combined Prayer Meeting will be held online from 8-
9:30pm on Wednesday 1/6. The zoom details will be
provided in due course. Please join us to pray at these
turbulent times.

Resumption of Physical Worship We are encouraged to
see more and more people coming back to attend worship
services and activities physically in the last month or two. If
you have health reasons, such as being in at-risk groups, we
fully understand if you want to delay physical attendance. If
not, we would really encourage you to make the effort to re-
establish the routine of physically attending church. The Bible
exhorts us to "not giving up meeting together...but
encouraging one another..." God has created us as real
beings, not virtual ones. Meeting online may be fine for
listening to a sermon, but physically meeting together
provides an avenue of interaction that is far more complete
and personal. We meet up with multiple people when we are
on site, not just those that we normally correspond online
with. Speaking face-to face allows communication not just in
words but also by non-verbal means. It gives a sense of
reality that is hard to get in online meetings. To be able to
gather physically is encouraging, and can be much more
effective in giving and receiving encouragement.

Please do not regard online attendance is an equal option to
physical presence, or even a close second option for
convenience sake. Please come back as soon as you can.
We love to see you and fellowship with you as real people.

Caretaker David Lau will be on leave on 31/5.
Praise and Thanksgiving

e For God’s protection and blessings on our church over
the past 129 years.

e Thanks to the Lunch Committee and volunteers who
helped out at the anniversary service.

e Thanks to Susy Yuwono Tjanaria for the flower
arrangements today.

Pray for

Sick brothers & sisters at home or in hospital, for those
recovering from illness and for those who are going
through troubled times. May they find comfort and
peace, Andrew Pau, Irene Lu, Albert & Anne Looi,
Alex Wong, Eva Wong, Dr. Parco Wong.
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Online Giving:  CPC General Fund ®w g (Westpac Bank) BSB 032-044 Actt 225830
LB CPC Missionary Fund & # % 4 (Westpac Bank) BSB 032-134 Ac# 123723

Church’s Prayer Calendar: http://bit.ly/CPCEngPrayer
¥ &7 4& A & http://bit.ly/CPCChiPrayer

Last Sunday’s Online Viewing -+ B 43 k. % 388
Last Sunday’s Physical Attendance b x B # & A #t: 304
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