
VOLUME TWO: CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS 

Pedagogies Under Constraint: The Practices of Teaching 
and Learning in Prison Higher Education

There is no shortage of writing describing the transformative impacts of postsecondary prison-based teaching 
and learning. Indeed, one need not look far to encounter a collection of transformation-oriented claims about 
teaching and learning in prison. Higher education in prison is described as liberatory and emancipatory. 
As critical or radical. As life-changing. As truly transformational. Some of the more commonly represented 
examples in the literature and scholarship seem to require transformation as part of the work, and the need 
for a demonstrable change in students and/or instructors. Compounding an absence of nuance, the majority 
of narratives to which people currently have access are published by non-incarcerated individuals, namely 
instructors who travel in and out of prisons and document this transformation for readers. 

Experiencing dramatic changes and gaining new insights and perspectives have long been the cornerstones 
of theories of teaching and learning in education, and particularly theories born of a critical or poststructural 
tradition. In Teaching to Transgress, for example, bell hooks (1994) describes education as the practice of 
freedom. She calls for an engaged teaching practice that focuses on well-being and self-actualization that is 
“healing to the uninformed, unknowing spirit” (p. 19). Enhancing capacities to live full and meaningful lives, 
education as the practice of freedom is but one of a multitude of approaches that seek to guide people toward 
critical consciousness. In her letter to Paulo Freire, Michelle Fine (1997) referred to this collective guidance as 
“connected raindrops of radical consciousness, spread globally” (p. 90).

This Call for Submissions problematizes the prison classroom as a unique site for critical or radical pedagogical 
work. We invite narratives of fracture, unknowing, discomfort, and failure; written work that challenges neat 
narratives of transformation or completeness. We invite authors to wrestle with the ambiguity of teaching and 
learning in prison and provide visions for what could be, how, and with whom. The recent and widespread 
prevalence of transformation discourses offers us the possibility to question (and complicate) the requirement 
of radical transformation that is often placed on students. In this light, we must ask: Does the prison classroom 
require a specific kind of educational practice? What are the theoretical and political issues that a “prison 
pedagogy” would inevitably carry within itself?

We invite submissions for Volume Two of the Journal of Higher Education in Prison to respond to the following 
prompt: What are the possibilities and limitations of teaching and learning in prison spaces? This is an 
expansive call and we encourage authors to think toward futures and urgencies, considering what teaching and 
learning in higher education in prison could and should look like, feel like, and be, within the many spaces and 
places that education in prison occurs. We anticipate various angles and topics in response to this prompt, but 
we are especially interested in submissions that address themes that are currently underrepresented in the 
higher education in prison literature, which may or may not include: abolition, accommodations, censorship, 
failure, identity, savorism, trauma, technology, white supremacy, and/or other urgencies.  
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Call for Submissions General Overview

The Journal of Higher Education in Prison (est. 2019) is an open-access, peer-reviewed journal that publishes 
exclusively on topics and issues relevant to the field of higher education in prison. In so doing, it provides the 
field a forum to discuss praxis and the ways that theory can and should inform teaching and learning in prison. 
At its core, the Journal of Higher Education in Prison (JHEP) is rooted in a desire for a world where systemic 
punishment is not a central feature of life in the United States. As the field of higher education in prison 
continues to receive public attention, practitioners, teachers, students, and other stakeholders have a profound 
opportunity to contribute to and shape public and academic discussion on the practice of teaching and learning 
inside prisons. 

JHEP invites submissions that provide imaginative visions for postsecondary education inside prisons 
(including pathways to/from higher education in prison) and that are not anchored in the study of crime or 
criminal behavior. Authors are invited to submit conceptual, empirical, theoretical, historical and pedagogical 
manuscripts, that approach field- and foundation-building,  teacher and volunteer training, theories of teaching 
and learning, policy, and practice from a variety of perspectives, frameworks, and positionalities, including: 
research-based, case study, systematic literature reviews or meta-analysis, creative works, and/or policy analysis. 
Authors should only submit one manuscript per volume, across all submission types and submissions must not 
have been previously published or currently under review with another publication outlet. In considering higher 
education in prison, we especially seek manuscripts authored and/or co-authored by: incarcerated, formerly 
incarcerated, directly impacted people, co-written essays among diverse stakeholders, and other collaborative 
configurations.

Volume Two of Journal of Higher Education in Prison invites a variety of submission formats, but all should be in 
response to the question: What are the possibilities and limitations of teaching and learning in prison spaces? 
Submissions not focused on this theme will not be considered for review and will be returned to the author and/
or held for future consideration. Each submission format includes a specific set of guidelines. Please review this 
content carefully, as submissions not following the guidelines will be returned to author(s) for revisions. 

The submission guidelines are listed below and published on the JHEP website: https://www.higheredinprison.
org/journal-of-higher-education-in-prison. Additionally, the website contains a PDF version of the submission 
types and guidelines that can be distributed to scholars who are currently incarcerated, including the process for 
handwritten and/or mailed submissions. Overview materials can also be sent directly to scholars who make this 
request by sending a letter to the JHEP mailing address (located at the end of the Call for Submissions).  

Submission Types and Guidelines

Letter to the Editor(s): A Letter to the Editor is a short form of communication that makes a comment 
on a previously published article or volume of the Journal of Higher Education in Prison. Additionally, we 
particularly welcome letters that highlight the need to steer the field in a specific direction. Letter to the 
Editor(s) submissions must follow these guidelines: 

Word Count: 500 word maximum and not to exceed three (3) pages (double-spaced, 12-pt font, Times New 
Roman) 

Cover Page, including the following: 

Author Name(s) 
Author Bio(s): 2 sentence maximum (each author) 
Author Title(s) and Affiliation(s), if applicable 
Author Email Address(es) (for editorial communication only)
Author Mailing Address(es) for currently incarcerated submitters (for editorial communication)  
Corresponding Author Contact Information: email or mailing address for one author only (depending on 
the authors preferred method of communication with readers)
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Contemporary Perspective Essay: A Contemporary Perspective Essay succinctly addresses the most 
pressing issues in the field. These essays should express one viewpoint on a matter surrounding and 
influencing higher education in prison as related to the focus of the volume for which it is being submitted. All 
Contemporary Perspective submissions must follow these guidelines: 

Word Count: 1250 word maximum and not to exceed six (6) pages (double-spaced, 12-pt font, Times New 
Roman) 

Formats: Essays should follow the most recent APA style manual. Written creative works (e.g., poetry, stories, 
short plays, creative nonfiction, etc.) are not required to follow the APA style manual, but should follow all 
other prescribed guidelines. Black and white photography and/or pen or ink sketches must be reproducible for 
a digital and print format (i.e., high resolution, at least 300 dpi, .jpg or .png only). 

Cover Page, including the following: 

Author Name(s)
Author Bio(s): 2 sentence maximum (each author)
Author Title(s) and Affiliation(s), if applicable 
Author Email Address(es) (for editorial communication only), if applicable
Author Mailing Address(es) for currently incarcerated submitters (for editorial communication)  
Corresponding Author Contact Information: email or mailing address for one author only (depending on 
the authors preferred method of communication with readers) 
Acknowledgments: one sentence maximum (for entire essay and not per author)

Article: Articles are conceptual, empirical, theoretical, historical and/or pedagogical manuscripts that approach 
the volume’s theme and the field of higher education in prison. Articles can be  written from a variety of 
perspectives, frameworks, and positionalities. Approaches to articles can include: research-based, case study, 
systematic literature reviews or meta-analysis, and/or policy analysis. All Article submissions must follow these 
guidelines: 

Page Count: 8,000 word maximum and not to exceed 30 pages (double-spaced, 12-pt font, Times New Roman) 

Format: Essays should follow the most recent APA style manual

Cover Page, including the following: 

Abstract: 100 word maximum
Keywords: three-five (3-5) 
Author Name(s) 
Author Bio(s): 2 sentence maximum for each author
Author Title(s) and Affiliation(s), if applicable
Author Email Address(es) (for editorial communication only), if applicable
Author Mailing Address(es) for currently incarcerated submitters (for editorial communication)  
Corresponding Author Contact Information: email or mailing address for one author only (depending on 
the authors preferred method of communication with readers) 
Acknowledgments: one sentence maximum (for entire essay and not per author)
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All submission types will be reviewed in a manner consistent with the 
journal’s mission. Letters to the Editor and Contemporary Perspective 
Essays will be reviewed by the Editorial Team and/or Editorial Board. 
Articles will engage in a peer-review process. Authors submitting 
Articles are able to choose either a “masked” or “unmasked” review 
process, the latter allows for an open-review where identities of 
both the author(s) and reviewers are known. A full overview of 
the Submission and Review Process can be found on the journal’s 
website. To learn more about JHEP’s Mission and Vision, Editorial 
Policies, Submission and Review Processes and Editorial Board, visit: 
https://www.higheredinprison.org/journal-of-higher-education-in-
prison. 

To have a submission considered for Volume Two, please review the 
submission guidelines and submit by March 1, 2022. 

Please direct all submission related questions to:  
jhep@higheredinprison.org with the subject line “JHEP Submission”.

For authors with access to the Internet, all submissions must be 
submitted through the platform Scholastica:  
https://higheredinprison.scholasticahq.com/

JHEP encourages submissions from authors who are currently 
incarcerated. Authors without access to the Internet can either submit 
to Scholastica via a delegate (ensuring to also include the Delegate 
Appointment Form, found on the JHEP website) or via the mail and 
the submission will be uploaded to the Scholastica platform by a JHEP 
team member. Please mail submissions to: 

Journal of Higher Education in Prison
1801 N. Broadway, #417
Denver, CO 80202 

JHEP IS GUIDED BY 
THE FOLLOWING 
VALUES:

Open-Access: We believe 
that knowledge should 
be freely available to 
everyone, regardless of 
social status or current 
location.

Transparent: We believe it 
should be at the discretion 
of reviewers and authors 
to choose an “open” or 
“masked” process and 
we support efforts to 
demystify the publishing 
process.

Community-Focused: 
We believe that the 
advancement of the field 
of higher education in 
prison is dependent on co-
learning and collaboration.
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