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National Conference on Higher Education in Prison (NCHEP) 
Frequently Asked Questions 
 

11th NCHEP FAQ (2021) 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Q: When and where will the 11th NCHEP be hosted? 
A: The next NCHEP is scheduled for November 11-14, 2021 in Denver, in person, at the Denver Marriott Tech Center 
located at 4900 S. Syracuse Street, Denver, Colorado 80237. We hope to see you there!  
 
Q: What are the COVID-19 Guidelines in Denver, CO and what if they change?  
A: The current COVID-19 Guidelines in Denver will allow for us to host the 11th NCHEP in person. We know that this is 
always subject to change, and we are actively monitoring the evolving situation: we will adjust our plans as necessary to ensure 
the health and well-being of the conference attendees, and we will promptly communicate updates and changes as soon as 
they are available. Please feel free to view the City and County of Denver website for more information.  
 
Q: What is the theme of the 11th NCHEP and how was it decided? 
A: After consulting with the community, which was invited to offer ideas and feedback through a standing survey and two 
public Planning Sessions, the theme that will frame the 11th NCHEP is What is To Be Done?  
 
Posed more than a century ago, this burning question has since inspired generations of revolutionaries to interrogate the 
intersections of theory and practice, to reflect upon their own positionalities in the face of power and oppression, and to seek 
the most effective strategies to collectively organize and build resistance. We expect many answers to this question, given the 
diversity of views that make up the field of higher education in prison, including those by current and former students, 
program directors, activists, scholars, and other community members. Please visit the Call for Submissions to learn more 
about the theme What is To Be Done? 
 
Q: Will the 11th NCHEP be a hybrid conference? 
A: It depends on one’s definition, but we believe our answer this year is ‘yes.’ It will be hybrid in the sense that keynote 
speakers and plenary sessions are likely to be streamed and/or recorded, and in the sense that those inside will be able to 
present remotely as they did with the Virtual NCHEP (and with all past national conferences). To make sure scholars who 
are currently incarcerated (or those who cannot travel to Denver) can participate, we are planning a remote three-day session 
that will be held the week following the in-person NCHEP (November 17-19, 2021). We will also be using our 
communications channels (social media, website, etc.) to enrich the experience. But no, not all sessions will be recorded or 
live-streamed: we believe it is important to support and encourage participation in the face-to-face format of being in 
community.  
 
Q: What are the submission deadlines for the 11th NCHEP?  
A: For all the 11th NCHEP formats, the submission portal will open on Friday, June 25, 2021, at 12:00pm ET. The 
deadline for submissions is Monday, July 26, at midnight ET. The deadline for submissions is extended for those who are 
currently incarcerated. Please make sure to have the proposals submitted by Monday August 16, at midnight ET.  
 
Submissions from scholars who are currently incarcerated can be sent in three different ways:  

1. Directly through the submission portal https://www.conftool.org/nchep-2021; or 
2. With the support of a delegate through the submission portal; or  
3. Through regular mail: Alliance for Higher Education in Prison, Attn: NCHEP Submission, 1801 N. Broadway, 

Room 417, Denver, CO 80202  
 
 If you have any questions, do not hesitate to contact us at nchep@higheredinprison.org or via the mailing address above. 

https://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/dentc-denver-marriott-tech-center/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Denver+Marriott+Tech+Center/@39.6272926,-104.9036816,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m8!3m7!1s0x876c86fda2941805:0x8000467f79cabf60!5m2!4m1!1i2!8m2!3d39.6272885!4d-104.9014983
https://www.denvergov.org/Government/COVID-19-Information
http://www.higheredinprison.org/info/2021-nchep-call-for-submissions
http://www.higheredinprison.org/info/2021-nchep-call-for-submissions
https://www.conftool.org/nchep-2021
mailto:nchep@higheredinprison.org
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Q: Can people who are currently incarcerated submit a proposal and present at the  conference? 
A: Absolutely. Those who are currently incarcerated are encouraged to apply and will be able to participate in the 11th 
NCHEP via a virtual connection which can be arranged for any of the presentation types. Additionally, currently 
incarcerated scholars will be able to send a pre-recorded presentation, appoint a delegate who will read their work, or take 
part in a remote three-day session that will be held the week following the in-person NCHEP (November 17-19). The details 
of this extra virtual session, through which we hope to accommodate anyone who cannot travel to Denver, will be announced 
at the beginning of the Fall.  
 
Q: Can you tell me more about the submission process for the 11th NCHEP? 

● Can I submit an individual paper? 
A: The submission formats have changed this year. We decided to spark more collaboration in the field by 
encouraging its actors to submit proposals for ‘Open Conversations’, ‘Roundtables’, ‘Workshops’, and ‘Meetings’. 
Please see the full Call for Submissions for more detailed information.  

● How do I submit a proposal to the 11th NCHEP?  
A: The submission portal will be hosted by ConfTool. All the submission formats detailed in our Call for 
Submissions are accessible through this portal: 2021 NCHEP Submission Portal.  

● When does the submission portal open?  
A: For all the 11th NCHEP formats, the submission portal will open on Friday, June 25, 2021 at 12:00pm ET.  

● When will the submission portal close? 
A: The deadline for submissions is Monday, July 26, at midnight ET and Monday, August 16, at midnight  
ET for those who are currently incarcerated.  

● When will we know if our submissions have been accepted or declined? 
A: Notifications of acceptance or decline will be sent in August and September.  
 

Q: How long is a session at NCHEP?   
A: All sessions, regardless of the type (e.g., ‘Open Discussion’, ‘Roundtable’, ‘Workshop’, and/or ‘Meeting’), will last 75 
minutes. 
 
Q: Will I be provided with a computer for my presentation? 
A: No. If you have audio/visual elements to your presentation, you will have to bring your own computer and 
connector/adapter/dongle to the conference-provided projector (see next response). 

Q: What technology will be provided for presentations? 
A: Presentation needing visual aids will be scheduled in rooms that are equipped with a projector, screen, and audio/visual 
connections. However, you will need to bring your own device (e.g., computer, tablet) for presenting and displaying the 
presentation, as well as the necessary tools (connector/adapter/dongle) to connect your device to the projector.  
 
Q: Who will review my presentation? 
A: Each year a team of external reviewers apply and are selected to review submissions. All proposal reviewers have experience 
and/or expertise related to the topic for which they have been selected as a reviewer, and reviewers represent the dynamic 
makeup of the field. 
 
Q: How many proposals can I submit? 
A: Conference participants may only be the lead submitter for one proposal to the 2021 NCHEP. Conference space is 
limited, and as the conference grows, we do not have the capacity to support presenters making multiple proposals. It is 
possible to be a co-presenter on additional sessions, but the session will need to be submitted by someone else. 
 
Q: How and when will I know if my submission was accepted or declined? 

http://www.higheredinprison.org/info/2021-nchep-call-for-submissions
http://www.higheredinprison.org/info/2021-nchep-call-for-submissions
https://www.conftool.org/nchep-2021/
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A: The Alliance for Higher Education in Prison will represent the decision of the External Reviewers by sending an email or 
letter to the person who submitted the proposal with an accept/decline decision message included. Presenters who have 
identified co-presenters in their proposals should also notify their co-authors/presenters at this stage. 
 
Q: If I submit to an ‘Open Discussion’ and it is accepted, how and when will I know who else I am submitting 
with? 
A: ‘Open Discussion’ submissions are grouped together based on the topic selected. You will be notified of the other 
discussants presenting at the same time when you are assigned a moderator for your presentation. 
 
Q: What services are available for accommodation requests? 
A:NCHEP will make every effort to support accommodation requests and the full participation of all attendees. Please 
contact nchep@higheredinprison.org no later than October 1, 2021 to request any needed accommodations or include 
your accommodation request(s) during the registration process. If you have dietary preferences, please be sure to mark those 
on the space provided on the registration form when you complete it. 
 
Q: Can you tell me more about Registration to the 11th NCHEP? 

● How do I register?  
A: The registration portal will open in July 2021. Once it is opened this section will be updated to indicate all the 
necessary links. 

● Registration Fees 
A: Registration fees cover the cost of individual attendance to NCHEP, which includes all sessions, special events, 
meals, and coffee breaks during the conference. Registration will open in July and the fee will be announced at that 
time. When registration opens there will also be an opportunity to apply for a financial aid package to attend the 
conference which will provide support for registration, accommodations, meals and travel.  

 
Q: Who is eligible for Financial Aid and how do I apply for a Financial Aid package? 
A: Financial Aid packages are available for anyone without institutional support to travel to Denver, CO for the 11th 
NCHEP. People who are formerly incarcerated will be prioritized for Financial Aid. Eligibility requirements and the 
application for the Financial Aid package will be available in July 2021, and the application process will be announced at the 
same time that the Registration Portal is announced and opens. To stay informed, please sign up for the Alliance's Newsletter 
or check the NCHEP website.   
 
Q: What does it mean to be an Emerging Scholar, and who can use the designation? 
A: Emerging Scholars are, for example, undergraduate or graduate students (formerly incarcerated or not) starting, or at the 
very early stages of, their scholarly careers. Alternatively, they may be scholars who have little experience with conference 
presentations. This community may also include those new to the NCHEP conference. The intention of this designation is 
to ensure that the conference experiences provide effective learning opportunities for all participants, and that the 
presentation review process is equitable and accessible to communities across the field. If this designation is selected, the 
Emerging Scholar will present with other Emerging Scholars whenever possible, and scholars accepted under the Emerging 
Scholars designation will access support from the Conference Planning Team in order to prepare their presentations. 
 
Q: How can I ask more questions?  
A: There are three ways to receive more information:  

1. Send us an email: nchep@higheredinprison.org; or  
2. Use the Comments/Suggestions link on our website (and we will add answers to this FAQ); 
3. Share anonymous feedback on this year's conference planning by completing this form. 

 
 

mailto:nchep@higheredinprison.org
https://higheredinprison.us20.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=9e24046c2601c19ac9549a126&id=b713dca8af
https://www.higheredinprison.org/2021-nchep
mailto:nchep@higheredinprison.org
https://www.higheredinprison.org/contact
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfPFw2-CJ8rXu7aLilx-x03KkEaoO-axiEyPbiZ5jm4ABF0rg/viewform?usp=sf_link

