TWPD’S LEAH
LEDFORD SPEAKS
ON THE IMPACT
OF COVID-19 ON
WOMEN IN THE
LEGAL
PROFESSION

Leah focused her discussions on setting boundaries
when working remotely, strategies that have been
successful and those that have not, unique
challenges facing female attorneys and how
professionals can serve as allies and supporters in
this unique climate. Leah’s perspective is drawn from
her personal experience as the mother of four
overcommitted daughters, balancing their numerous
musical, athletic and theatrical pursuits, while
mediating their many disputes.
Through her position with The Mississippi Bar’s
Women in the Profession Committee, Leah also
recently helped organized and present during the
28th Annual Evelyn Gandy Lecture Series. This event
focuses annually on developing women in the Bar
and the specific challenges women face in the legal
profession.

RECENT CASES AND NEWS

Leah Ledford recently spoke on a panel organized by
the Capitol Area Bar Association’s Women’s
Initiative Committee to discuss ways to achieve
work-life balance in the new normal as we continue
to deal with restrictions placed by COVID-19. This
panel discussed the challenges attorneys face and
solutions we have found that help us to thrive in an
alternative work arrangement while balancing
personal commitments. The event also focused on
adapting one’s law practice to the limitations placed
by the pandemic.
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PLAINTIFF’S FAILURE TO
PROSECUTE CIVIL SUIT RESULTS
IN DISMISSAL WITH PREJUDICE
The Court of Appeals recently affirmed a trial court’s dismissal with prejudice
of a wrongful death medical malpractice action based on the plaintiff’s failure
to take any action for more than three and one-half years. In the case, the
executor of the patient’s estate filed a lawsuit alleging substandard care
resulting in his mother’s death. The claim survived an early challenge based on
expiration of the statute of limitations.
Thereafter, the doctor served written discovery, including requests for
admissions, to the plaintiff. The requests for admissions were answered, but the
plaintiff failed to answer the other discovery requests. Over the next three and
one-half years, the plaintiff did nothing to prosecute the case.

The doctor’s defense team moved for dismissal under Rule 41(b) of the
Mississippi Rules of Civil Procedure. The trial court found that the plaintiff
had demonstrated “a clear pattern of delay in prosecuting the wrongful death
case.” After considering lesser sanctions and whether there were any
aggravating factors, the trial court dismissed the case with prejudice. The
trial court noted that more than seven years had passed since the patient’s
death and that the doctor could be prejudiced in his defense since witnesses
memories had likely faded and there might be greater difficulty locating
witnesses. The trial court stated that it could not “fathom a situation”
evincing “a more clear pattern of delay.”
The plaintiff argued that the sanction of dismissal was too harsh and that it
would have been more appropriate for the court to compel the plaintiff to
comply with the discovery requests. The court found that compelling the
plaintiff to do what the Rules of Civil Procedure already required of him
would amount to no sanction at all.
On appeal, the Court of Appeals found no abuse of discretion or manifest
error in the lower court’s dismissal with prejudice and the dismissal was
affirmed.

Attorney Spotlight
Jeremey Hawk Partner
Jeremy Hawk is a problem solver. Jeremy has over 17
years’ experience throughout the State of Mississippi
handling various types of personal and commercial
lawsuits and claims. Jeremy’s goal for each of his clients
and insureds is to create a personal relationship with
open lines of communications. Jeremy was raised on the
Mississippi Gulf Coast and completed his college
curriculum in Mobile, Alabama. After finishing law school
in Jackson, Mississippi, he practiced for 16 years with a
regional law firm handling a wide variety of defense
litigation ranging from motor vehicle accidents and
transportation litigation to premises liability and
municipality defense to employment matters. Jeremy
understands that results matter and will put forth every
effort to get the best outcome for his clients. When not
practicing law, Jeremy enjoys watching English Premier
League soccer, playing a round of golf and deer hunting.

"

The success we have seen is because of the
way we built our practice. It’s about more than
routine strategies. It’s about creative
resolutions to difficult legal questions. It’s
about how we treat our clients and each other
and how we work together to build the best
possible defense for every single case. It's

PRACTICE,
MADE PERFECT
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