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George Condor Hitchcock 

OBE, DFC, MD (Otago); 7 December 1922 – 19 January 2010 

George Hitchcock’s first expression of interest in medicine came in a chat with a 

friend in Singapore in 1941. Both were newly qualified pilots in the Royal New 

Zealand Airforce. His mate Jim Hendry observed that if George saved his service pay, 

he could put himself through medical school after the war. 

 

Born in 1922 in Te Kuiti and experiencing 

the rigors of the great depression, George’s 

confidence to follow a course as lofty as 

medicine foretold many subsequent 

actions.  

George’s sound judgment and dedication 

served the country, community, his patients 

and family throughout his life. 

After completing war service as a 

Squadron Leader in Bomber Command, 

George returned to “hit the books” in 

Dunedin.  

He achieved entry to medical school, then 

graduation in 1951.  

Marrying Jocelyn Thomson during his house surgeon year began a new phase in 

George’s life. Jo is the daughter of a returned Gallipoli serviceman—one of the many 

foundations of their marriage. 

Several years were spent in general practice in Panmure. This experience transformed 

the newlywed couple into a family, with four children arriving between 1955 and 

1962. Stories of the general practice years reverberated about the dinner table for 

decades to come, always with great punch-lines and laughter. There were as many as 

100 patient encounters a day. House calls included those by George to patients’ 

homes, and by patients to George and Jo’s. Life was fast paced.  

George wished to explore other areas of medicine. He applied to Greenlane Hospital 

as a medical registrar. After a year under the guidance of Gavin Kellaway, pathology 

beckoned. Steven Williams and Flora Smith were among George’s first pathology 

mentors. At that time an Otago MD degree was the pathway to pathology 

qualification. This required a self-directed research project and thesis.  

After achieving Fellowship of the Royal College of Pathologists of Australasia in 

1968, George worked at Greenlane and Auckland Hospitals, then bought into the 

Medical Laboratory partnership in the mid 1970s.  

Throughout his pathology career, George shared his talents for teaching and 

leadership. He guided Part 1 surgery candidates through the required Walter and 
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Israel text, then served the Royal Australasian College of Surgeons on the 

examination committee. Between examining slides at the lab, George drove back and 

forth across Auckland providing intraoperative diagnoses to surgeons for innumerable 

patients at the various private hospitals.  

Pathology registrars and ophthalmic surgeons enjoyed many years of teaching and 

service from George at the former Wallace block. In his later years, radiology 

registrars in Auckland came by the house once a week for slide tutorials over the 

months leading up to their Pathology exams. Their success was guaranteed.  

George served on the Auckland Cancer Society executive, including the mid-1980s as 

President. With conflicting demands for resources between research and support 

services, he wanted the Society to give highest priority to the support of cancer 

patients and their families. Reward for this service included receiving the OBE. 

George also served the local Medical Society as Auckland Division President, and on 

the Disciplinary committee.  

He was active in National Party politics, but never sought to alienate those of other 

political or philosophical persuasions. Michael Bassett kindly appointed George to the 

New Zealand Health Board during Labour years in office. All benefitted from his 

commonsense and pragmatism.  

George did not take retirement casually. He “knocked off” a diploma of financial 

planning from Massey University, and achieved Ocean Yachtmaster qualification. 

Furthermore, he volunteered at the Auckland War Memorial Museum.  

The frailty of aging caught up with him, and George peacefully “slipped off the twig” 

on 19 January 2010. In a symmetry that gave great comfort to him and his family, 

chaplains from the Royal New Zealand Airforce visited George in his final months, 

and conducted his funeral service at St Marys in Parnell. The organisation that 

transformed a Te Kuiti boy of 17 years into a confident young man equipped to enter 

medical school, returned to support his wife and family and honour his life at his final 

service.  

George’s passing was followed shortly later by the death of his wife Jo on 

25 March—together again. He is survived by brother Peter, four children and nine 

grandchildren.  

The Hitchcock family wrote this obituary with assistance by Bill Brabazon, a classmate and friend of 

George. 

 


