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Table 1: New Zealand’s GHS Index scores and gaps (see the GHS Index online for a full list of indicators: 
https://www.ghsindex.org/country/new-zealand/). 

GHS Index 
component

New  
Zealand 
score 2019* 
(global 
rank)

New  
Zealand 
score 2021

Comments

Overall score 54.0 (35th) 62.5 (13th)
New Zealand has improved its GHS Index score through the COVID-
19 pandemic and greatly improved its global ranking from 2019 to 
2021. But there is a long way to go to achieve health security. 

Prevent 55.0 (27th) 45.0 (39th)
New Zealand scored poorly on measures to limit zoonotic disease 
spill-over, on biosecurity, and on dual use research and a culture of 
responsible science. 

Detect 36.7 (107th) 75.3 (5th)

With the addition of items assessing scaling of novel pathogen test-
ing, contact tracing, and laboratory facilities, New Zealand’s score 
for disease detection has risen from 107th to 5th in the world. New 
Zealand’s “epidemiology workforce” now has capacity equal to the 
best in the world. However, New Zealand is still only 94th on  
“surveillance data accessibility and transparency”. 

Respond 58.1 (21st) 50.3 (30th)

Exercising of response plans has risen from zero to 25/100, but there 
is much room for improvement. There is still inadequate linking of 
public health and security authorities. Border closures in response 
to the COVID-19 threat have halved New Zealand’s score for travel 
and trade restrictions. However, this action may be uniquely 
rational for island nations, especially if it provides time until  
vaccines can be developed and distributed. 

Health 45.2 (32nd) 48.9 (45th)
This component of the GHS Index is largely unchanged for 
New Zealand between 2019 and 2021. 

Norms 59.4 (39th) 77.8 (3rd)

New Zealand is now doing better than almost every other State on 
compliance with reporting according to the international health reg-
ulations, for cross-border agreements, international commitments 
and national and international financing. More progress could be 
made by completing a National Action Plan for Health Security 
(NAPHS). 

Risk 77.2 (23rd) 77.7 (17th)

Although scoring relatively highly for the risk environment overall 
(high is better), New Zealand suffers from risk due to urbanisation, 
types of land use, extreme weather events, and economic risk due 
to natural disaster. This places New Zealand at 177/195 for  
environmental risk that could contribute to health insecurity. 

* This is the original score published in 2019. The scores for 2019 were recalculated once the GHS Index framework was modified 
in 2021.




