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Figure 1: The ON TRACK Network Research Prioritisation Framework.

Phase Step Step Group responsible

Information 
gathering

1 Scope and context Core Group

2 Situational analysis Core Group

3 Collection of knowledge gaps Audience Group

Content analysis

4 Synthesis Advisory Group

5 Screening evidence Advisory Group

6 Sorting and subdivision Advisory Group

Ranking

7 Multi criteria decision analysis Ranking Group

8 Setting research priorities Core Group

9 Final consultation Ranking Group

Dissemination
10 Implementation and publication Core Group

11 Evaluation and updates Core Group

The Core Group was responsible for the oversight and steering of the project and included the principal study investigators and 
invited senior advisors to represent Māori health, Pacific health, consumers and funders. A senior midwifery representative joined 
the Core Group during the project to ensure the views of midwives as lead care providers for the majority of maternity care.  
Activities led by the Core Group were supported by a project management team (principal study investigators, project manager, 
student and research staff).
The Audience Group was a large and diverse range of stakeholders with an interest in maternal and perinatal health, invited to 
participate by contribution of ideas of knowledge gaps via an online questionnaire or via a video or telephone call interview.
The Advisory Group* were technical experts representing a broad range of disciplines including neonatology, obstetrics,  
midwifery, nursing, epidemiology, reproductive medicine, Māori health, Pacific health and science.
The Ranking Group* included all members of the Advisory Group and additional consumer representatives, policy-makers, 
funders, clinicians and research active stakeholders from a broad range of disciplines.

*Invitations to join the Advisory and Ranking groups commenced in February 2020 this included successful requests for 
representatives from Australasian College of Neonatal Nurses, New Zealand College of Midwives, Royal New Zealand College 
of General Practitioners, Royal Australasian College of Physicians, Royal Australian and New Zealand College of Obstetricians 
and Gynaecologists, Ministry of Health, National Maternity Monitoring Group, and Perinatal & Maternal Mortality 
Review Committee.




