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Text Box 1: Priority groups in the Government’s COVID-19 vaccination rollout.

In March 2021, the following priority groups in the Government’s COVID-19 vaccine rollout were outlined in the 
phased approach to vaccination:2 

Group 1 included border and Managed Isolation and Quarantine (MIQ) workers, their household contacts and the 
people they live with. This began in February 2021.

Group 2 included frontline healthcare workers and people living in high-risk settings. This began in February 2021. 

Group 3 included three sub-groups of priority populations: (a) people aged 75+; (b) people aged 65+; and (c)  
people with relevant underlying health conditions or disabilities. This began in May 2021.

Group 4 included the remainder of the population aged 16 and over. Within Group 4, a staggered approach was 
initially taken, with the older ages within this group becoming eligible for the vaccine first. Those aged 60 and over 
could book their appointments from 28 July 2021, and two weeks later the invitation was extended to people aged 
55 and above.

On 17 August 2021 Aotearoa went into Alert Level 4 after a case of the Delta variant of COVID-19 was identified.  
By 31 August 2021 the following changes to the vaccine rollout had been made: 3

Vaccination became mandatory for workers at MIQ facilities, ports, and airports.

Group 2 was expanded to also include frontline staff who interact with customers and transport and logistic  
services directly supporting the vaccination programme.

Additional populations were included in Group 3 such as those eligible for a publicly funded influenza vaccine, 
pregnant people, people with a disability or those caring for a person with a disability, severely obese people,  
people with high blood pressure requiring control with two or more medications, and people diagnosed with 
severe mental illness. 

The age-based sequencing within Group 4 was removed and from 1 September 2021 everyone aged 12 years or 
older was eligible for vaccination.  




