
ARtIcLe

73 NZMJ 22 October 2021, Vol 134 No 1544
ISSN 1175-8716   © NZMA
www.nzma.org.nz/journal

Table 1: City councils (CC) and district councils (DC) in the sample and how their smokefree policies at May 2021 related to outdoor pedestrian-only plazas/malls/boulevards.

Council (north 
to south) (refer-
ence to smoke-
free policy)

Year last 
updated

Covers out-
door plazas 
or malls/
boulevards 
in some way

Policy details signage requirements or 
mentions (for any outdoor smokefree 
area) Comment on specifics that may related to pedestrian-only plazas/malls/boulevards

Napier CC39 2016 Yes “Signage promoting positive smokefree mes-
sages will be installed in appropriate places.”

The smokefree policy includes: “Council owned urban parks, sportsgrounds, playgrounds and reserves, 
excluding beach reserves”; “Areas set up primarily for café or dining purposes on publicly-owned land; 
and Council owned tables in public areas.” It is unclear whether the non-café table part of Market St is 
considered to be an urban park. However, the smokefree signs on the wooden council seating suggests 
that the council intends this area to be smokefree, so this is how we treated this site in our analysis.

Hastings DC39 2016 Yes See above See above (policy combined with Napier CC one). Also specifically covered is: “Hastings City Square / 
Central Plaza.”

Palmerston North 
CC40

2020 Yes “Council will provide Smokefree/ Auahi kore 
and vapefree signage for all places desig-
nated ‘smokefree’ and ‘vapefree’ under this 
policy.”

The policy states smokefree/vapefree for: “streets in the city centre” and “parks and playgrounds”.

Masterton DC41 2017 Yes “This policy will be implemented through the 
placement of smokefree signs at designated 
non-smoking areas.”

The smokefree policy covers: “MDC owned parks”, “council owned seating in public areas” and “areas 
set up primarily for café or dining purposes in publicly owned land”. “Purpose of the Smokefree Policy 
is to reduce the visibility of smoking in the Masterton district and promote a clean, safe, healthy envi-
ronment for our community.”

South Wairarapa 
DC42

2015 Unclear Not mentioned The smokefree policy covers: council owned buildings, council swimming pools, coastal reserves and 
a stadium and “Any other facility considered to be controlled by the Council”. The policy is intended to 
“protect the community and in particular all persons working in or around Council owned or controlled 
buildings and facilities”. The Greytown Town Centre is covered, but this is a building, not an outside 
area. It is unclear whether “facilities” controlled by the council include other outdoor spaces that are 
not specifically mentioned in the policy.

Porirua CC43 2019 Yes “Signage will be provided in English and Te 
Reo reflecting our bi-lingual signage policy. 
Relevant Managers will review our prop-
erties, parks, playgrounds etc and identify 
what additional signage is needed in new 
and existing smokefree areas.” 

The Council smokefree policy covers “City Centre/Cobham Court” and “Within 10 metres of the en-
trance to Council owned facilities, including but not limited to [amongst others]: council administration 
building; Pātaka Art + Museum/main library; Te Rauparaha Arena/Aquatic Centre Complex.” “For the 
purpose of this policy e-cigarettes and vaping are treated as tobacco products and as such are banned 
in smokefree areas.”
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Council (north 
to south) (refer-
ence to smoke-
free policy)

Year last 
updated

Covers out-
door plazas 
or malls/
boulevards 
in some way

Policy details signage requirements or 
mentions (for any outdoor smokefree 
area) Comment on specifics that may related to pedestrian-only plazas/malls/boulevards

Upper Hutt DC44 2020 Yes (in city 
centre)

“The focus for signage is firstly on areas 
where children and families congregate or 
socialise, and areas where smoking rates are 
high. Implementation of the policy includes 
signage and messaging in Te Reo Māori.” 
“Signage will include a ‘no vaping’ mes-
sage where appropriate”; “signage… [will] 
include cessation support messaging where 
appropriate”.

Policy includes: “Within nine metres of outdoor public areas around Council buildings and facilities”, 
“Outdoor dining and drinking areas on footpaths”, “Outdoor public areas in the city centre”. “Council, 
through its publicity and communication, asks that people not vape in smokefree spaces or at smoke-
free events.”

Hutt CC45 2019 Yes “The focus for signage is firstly on the most 
popular areas, areas where children and fam-
ilies congregate or socialise, and areas where 
smoking rates are high. Implementation of 
the policy includes signage and messaging 
in Te Reo Māori.” “The Council, through its 
publicity and communication, asks that 
people not vape in smokefree spaces or at 
smokefree events. Signage does not include 
a ’no vaping’ message.”

Policy includes: “Parks” “Outdoor pavement dining areas; Suburban centres and the CBD.” “Outdoor 
public areas around Council buildings and facilities… Outdoor pavement dining areas”.

Wellington CC46 2019 Yes “Provide signs in smokefree outdoor spaces 
where it is practical to do so, and in line with 
best practice for Council signs and effective 
smokefree signs.”

“Civic Precinct and Civic Square (including all public entrances) - All public entrance ways out to 10 
meters”, “Grey Street pocket park” (ie, the “pedestrian area between Grey Street and Lambton Quay”). 
Laneways: includes Eva Street, Leeds Street, Egmont Street and parts of “Chew’s Lane”, “Midland Park” 
and “Waitangi Park”. “The Council asks that people not vape in smokefree spaces or at smokefree 
events.”

Queenstown 
Lakes DC47

2006 No Not mentioned The smokefree policy was adopted in 2006 and covers council-owned playgrounds, sports fields and 
swimming pools. Therefore, none of the identified pedestrian-only plazas/malls/boulevards with 
permanent seating were officially designated as smokefree. A new policy is being drafted (in 2021) 
and the council trialled smokefree and vapefree waterfronts in Queenstown, Frankton, Glenorchy and 
Wanaka from 16 December 2019 to 31 March 2020 as part of the development of a new, comprehensive 
smokefree policy.
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