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Appendices
Appendix A:

Na  onal Planning Policy Framework

“Strategic policies should set out an overall strategy for the pa  ern, scale and 
design quality of places, and make suffi  cient provision for: 

d) Conserva  on and enhancement of the natural, built and historic environment, 
including landscapes and green infrastructure, and planning measures to address 
climate change mi  ga  on and adapta  on.”

Sec  on 8 Promo  ng Healthy and Safe Communi  es

92.  Planning policies and decisions should aim to achieve healthy, inclusive 
and safe places which: 

  a)   promote social interac  on, including opportuni  es for 
mee  ngs between people who might not otherwise come 
into contact with each other – for example through mixed-use 
developments, strong neighbourhood centres, street layouts 
that allow for easy pedestrian and cycle connec  ons within 
and between neighbourhoods, and ac  ve street frontages; 

  b)   are safe and accessible, so that crime and disorder, and 
the fear of crime, do not undermine the quality of life or 
community cohesion – for example through the use of 
a  rac  ve, well-designed, clear and legible pedestrian and 
cycle routes, and high-quality public space, which encourage 
the ac  ve and con  nual use of public areas; and 

  c)    enable and support healthy lifestyles, especially where this 
would address iden  fi ed local health and well-being needs 
– for example through the provision of safe and accessible 
green infrastructure, sports facili  es, local shops, access 
to healthier food, allotments and layouts that encourage 
walking and cycling.

94.  Planning policies and decisions should consider the social, economic and 
environmental benefi ts of estate regenera  on. Local planning authori  es 
should use their planning powers to help deliver estate regenera  on to a 
high standard. 

Open space and recrea  on 

98.  Access to a network of high-quality open spaces and opportuni  es for 
sport and physical ac  vity is important for the health and well-being 
of communi  es, and can deliver wider benefi ts for nature and support 
eff orts to address climate change. Planning policies should be based on 
robust and up-to-date assessments of the need for open space, sport 
and recrea  on facili  es (including quan  ta  ve or qualita  ve defi cits or 
surpluses) and opportuni  es for new provision. Informa  on gained from 
the assessments should be used to determine what open space, sport 
and recrea  onal provision is needed, which plans should then seek to 
accommodate. 

100.  Planning policies and decisions should protect and enhance public rights 
of way and access, including taking opportuni  es to provide be  er 
facili  es for users, for example by adding links to exis  ng rights of way 
networks including Na  onal Trails. 

Sec  on 9. Promo  ng Sustainable Transport 

104.  Transport issues should be considered from the earliest stages of plan-
making and development proposals, so that: 

  c)   opportuni  es to promote walking, cycling and public 
transport use are iden  fi ed and pursued; 

106. Planning policies should: 

  d)   provide for a  rac  ve and well-designed walking and cycling 
networks with suppor  ng facili  es such as secure cycle 
parking (drawing on Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure 
Plans); 

Sec  on 11. Making eff ec  ve use of land 

120. Planning policies and decisions should: 

  a)  encourage mul  ple benefi ts from both urban and rural land, 
including through mixed use schemes and taking opportuni  es 
to achieve net environmental gains – such as developments 
that would enable new habitat crea  on or improve public 
access to the countryside; 

  b)   recognise that some undeveloped land can perform 
many func  ons, such as for wildlife, recrea  on, fl ood 
risk mi  ga  on, cooling/shading, carbon storage or food 
produc  on; 

Sec  on 12:  Achieving well-designed places 

131.  Trees make an important contribu  on to the character and quality of 
urban environments, and can also help mi  gate and adapt to climate 
change. Planning policies and decisions should ensure that new 
streets are tree-lined, that opportuni  es are taken to incorporate trees 
elsewhere in developments (such as parks and community orchards), 
that appropriate measures are in place to secure the long-term 
maintenance of newly-planted trees, and that exis  ng trees are retained 
wherever possible. Applicants and local planning authori  es should work 
with highways offi  cers and tree offi  cers to ensure that the right trees are 
planted in the right places, and solu  ons are found that are compa  ble 
with highways standards and the needs of diff erent users. 

Sec  on 14: Mee  ng the challenge of climate change, fl ooding and coastal 
change 

152.  The planning system should support the transi  on to a low carbon 
future in a changing climate, taking full account of fl ood risk and coastal 
change. It should help to: shape places in ways that contribute to radical 
reduc  ons in greenhouse gas emissions, minimise vulnerability and 
improve resilience; encourage the reuse of exis  ng resources, including 
the conversion of exis  ng buildings; and support renewable and low 
carbon energy and associated infrastructure. 

Sec  on 15: Conserving and Enhancing the Natural Environment

174.  Planning policies and decisions should contribute to and enhance the 
natural and local environment by: 

  a)   protec  ng and enhancing valued landscapes, sites of 
biodiversity or geological value and soils; 

  b)   recognising the intrinsic character and beauty of the 
countryside, and the wider benefi ts from natural capital 
and ecosystem services – including the economic and other 
benefi ts of the best and most versa  le agricultural land, and 
of trees and woodland;  

  d)   minimising impacts on and providing net gains for 
biodiversity, including by establishing coherent ecological 
networks that are more resilient to current and future 
pressures; 

174.    Plans should: dis  nguish between the hierarchy of interna  onal, na  onal 
and locally designated sites; allocate land with the least environmental or 
amenity value, where consistent with other policies in this Framework; take 
a strategic approach to maintaining and enhancing networks of habitats 
and green infrastructure; and plan for the enhancement of natural capital 
at a catchment or landscape scale across local authority boundaries. 

Habitats and biodiversity
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179. To protect and enhance biodiversity and geodiversity, plans should: 

  a)   Iden  fy, map and safeguard components of local wildlife-
rich habitats and wider ecological networks, including the 
hierarchy of interna  onal, na  onal and locally designated 
sites of importance for biodiversity; wildlife corridors and 
stepping stones that connect them; and areas iden  fi ed by 
na  onal and local partnerships for habitat management, 
enhancement, restora  on or crea  on; and 

        (Of note here reference is also made to the fact that where 
Nature Recovery Networks are iden  fi ed in plans, it may be 
appropriate to specify the types of development that may be 
suitable within them.)

  b)   promote the conserva  on, restora  on and enhancement 
of priority habitats, ecological networks and the protec  on 
and recovery of priority species; and iden  fy and pursue 
opportuni  es for securing measurable net gains for 
biodiversity. 

Ground condi  ons and pollu  on 

186.  Planning policies and decisions should sustain and contribute towards 
compliance with relevant limit values or na  onal objec  ves for 
pollutants, taking into account the presence of Air Quality Management 
Areas and Clean Air Zones, and the cumula  ve impacts from individual 
sites in local areas. Opportuni  es to improve air quality or mi  gate 
impacts should be iden  fi ed, such as through traffi  c and travel 
management, and green infrastructure provision and enhancement 

Sec  on 16. Conserving and enhancing the historic environment 

189.  Heritage assets range from sites and buildings of local historic value to 
those of the highest signifi cance, such as World Heritage Sites which 
are interna  onally recognised to be of Outstanding Universal Value. 
These assets are an irreplaceable resource, and should be conserved in a 
manner appropriate to their signifi cance, so that they can be enjoyed for 
their contribu  on to the quality of life of exis  ng and future genera  ons. 

190.  Plans should set out a posi  ve strategy for the conserva  on and 
enjoyment of the historic environment, including heritage assets most 
at risk through neglect, decay or other threats. This strategy should take 
into account: 

  a)   the desirability of sustaining and enhancing the signifi cance 
of heritage assets, and pu   ng them to viable uses consistent 
with their conserva  on; 

  b)   the wider social, cultural, economic and environmental 
benefi ts that conserva  on of the historic environment can 
bring; 
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Policy NE4 

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE 

1.  The network of green infrastructure throughout the Borough will be 
protected, extended and enhanced for its biodiversity, recrea  onal, 
accessibility, health and landscape value and for the contribu  on it 
makes towards comba  ng climate change. This is in accordance with 
the vision and principles (and the large-scale zone maps of Green 
Infrastructure Opportunity(39)) set out by the Buckinghamshire and 
Milton Keynes NEP. 

2.  Development proposals will provide new green infrastructure or, if it 
is not possible, will contribute to the enhancement and strengthening 
of exis  ng green infrastructure to provide wellbeing benefi ts to people 
through access to nature. 

3.  Development proposals will ensure that exis  ng ecological networks 
are iden  fi ed and wherever possible maintained to avoid habitat 
fragmenta  on, and that ecological corridors, including water courses, 
form an essen  al component of their green infrastructure provision to 
support habitat connec  vity. 

4.  Green infrastructure protec  on, improvements and crea  on must be 
priori  sed in loca  ons where it can deliver most benefi ts. It should 
be mul  -func  onal to deliver as many ecosystem services as the site 
requires, for example fl ood mi  ga  on, access to nature (wellbeing 
benefi ts), plants for pollinators, carbon sequestra  on, and habitat for 
wildlife. 

5.  The exis  ng network of linear parks and linked parks and green spaces 
will be extended into the urban extensions and along the Ouse and 
Ouzel Valleys to the north to provide a well connected network of green 
infrastructure that: 

  1. Is strategically planned. 
  2. Is a  rac  ve and enhances the surrounding landscape. 
  3. Is safe and well used for recrea  on. 
  4. Meets the needs of exis  ng and future residents. 
  5.  Is designed to provide a range of ecosystem services e.g. 

manage fl ood risk or provide fl ower rich habitats that 
supports a diverse range of pollinators. 

  6. I s designed to support mi  ga  on and adapta  on to 
climate change e.g. through vegeta  on for carbon 
uptake (carbon sequestra  on). 

  7. Achieves a net gain in biodiversity. 
  8. Is managed into the long-term. 
  9.  Where possible improves connec  vity with other green 

infrastructure networks e.g. by linkages to the urban 
parks. 

  10.  Where appropriate explores economic opportuni  es 
that will support the network’s sustainability – for 
example in conserva  on, agriculture, renewable energy 
or outdoor environmental educa  on or recrea  on; 
such ac  vity must not result in a nega  ve impact to 
the integrity of the network, the ecosystem services 
provided or on biodiversity. 

6.  Where green infrastructure is provided outside the linear parks system, 
applicants should detail how it will address the above requirements. 


