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WBC PRESENTS

CARNIVAL 2017
CELEBRATING THE GOOD OL'  DAYS

#PROUDTOBEMK3

Live music from around the world and across the decades 
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01908 648257 

The best Independent Food Traders, 

from noodles to Fish 'n' Chips

Family friendly entertainment

Our very own Carnival bar built on Rickley Park 

Applications for Stalls 
and Parade 
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Games to try from local Clubs and Centres

Community Arena to showcase local talent
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. . . LEAVING MELROSE AVENUE AT MIDDAY!

www.westbletchleycouncil.gov.uk
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- Chair’s Welcome

- Introduction by the Parish Clerk

- Annual Parish Meeting

- October Competition Winners

- Bletchley & Fenny Stratford Town Deal Update

- Meet our new Landscape Team

- Britain in Bloom Competition Results

- Review of Winter Events

- West Bletchley Kings Coronation Street Party

-West Bletchley Fun Dog Show

- Bands on the Green

- Chair’s Lunch & Spirit of MK3 Community Awards

- West Bletchley Carnival 2023

- Council Tax Requirements 2023/2024

- The Marc & Frank Moran Centre

- What’s On at The Marc & Frank Moran Centre

- Frank Moran Easter Activities

- Wordsearch

- Climate Competition 

- West Bletchley Neighbourhood Policing Team

- Visual Change is coming to our Parish Habitats

Committee Meeting Dates
Office Opening Hours
MP’s Surgery
Councillors Advice Surgeries
West Bletchley Councillors

Welcome to this year’s 
first edition of Open Door.
You will see that we are 
already planning and 
looking forward to the 
West Bletchley Carnival 
on 8th July in Rickley Park. 
Other summer events 
include a dog show in May and summer band 
concerts on Sunday afternoons. We look 
forward to seeing lots of you there.

Spring as usual brings notice of the Council 
Tax requirement. You will find the details set 
out in Open Door. In line with what residents 
have told us they want, we will continue to 
look after and protect the parish area and 
provide facilities and services for local people.
Our Annual Parish Meeting takes place on 
Monday, 15 May at 7.30pm. All electors of 
the parish are invited to attend to raise any 
questions they might have on parish issues. 
This meeting will be followed by the Council’s 
Annual General Meeting. We do of course 
welcome questions and comments from our 
residents throughout the year on matters 
relating to the parish.

You may have noticed there will be a change 
to the local election process in May this year: 
to vote at a polling station you will have to 
present photo ID. Without it you will not be 
allowed to vote. You can get free voter ID if you 
don’t already have anything and the details for 
that are in Open Door. Obviously, if you have a 
postal vote the new rules do not apply. So you 
do need to be prepared if you want to vote in 
this year’s local elections.

Cllr Veronica Belcher
Chair of West Bletchley Council

NOTICEBOARD

INSIDE THE MARCH EDITION CHAIR’S WELCOME
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Chair’s 
Welcome

Cllr Veronica Belcher
Chair of West Bletchley Council

Letters should be sent to 
Open Door at

West Bletchley Council
221 Whaddon Way, Bletchley,

Milton Keynes, MK3 7DZ
Or email to 

clerk@westbletchleycouncil.gov.uk



Letters should be sent to Open Door at

WEST BLETCHLEY COUNCIL
221 WHADDON WAY, BLETCHLEY, 

MILTON KEYNES, MK3 7DZ
Or email to clerk@westbletchleycouncil.gov.uk

INTRODUCTION BY THE PARISH 
CLERK

Our newsletters are printed on paper made 
from responsibly sourced wood fibre that 
earns the FSC label.

Please recycle, once you’ve finished reading.
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I am pleased to 
introduce the latest 
edition of Open Door 
which features a 
range of articles about 
initiatives and events 
taking place across 
West Bletchley.
As we move into 
Spring I am delighted 
to welcome our new landscape contractor, 
Millstream Estate Services Ltd, who will 
be working in close partnership with us to 
maintain and improve our green spaces with a 
particular emphasis on improving biodiversity 
within the parish. This will include changes to 
our grass cutting programme, allowing some 
areas of grass to grow longer providing a rich 
habitat for wildflowers and insects. More 
information about this is featured at p.21.

This year’s “Disney” themed Carnival will be 
taking place on Saturday 8th July. Read (at 
p.11) about the ways in which you can get 
involved. This includes information on how 
to nominate a local group to become this 
year’s Carnival Charity.

Continue to check our website at www.
westbletchleycouncil.gov.uk for updates 
on both the Carnival and other events 
planned for this year.

Helen Hupton
Clerk to West Bletchley Council

OCTOBER
COMPETITION WINNERS

THE WINNERS OF THE OCTOBER 
WORDSEARCH 

were Lucy McGill and Mary Butcher 
who both win a £15 gift card.

Deadline date for Open Door 2023
If you would like to place an article in the 

Open Door newsletter, 
the deadline dates for 2023 are as follows:-

• Tuesday 18th April (distribution on Thur 18th May)
NB:- The Open Door newsletter is published on a quarterly 

basis to provide information to residents about the Council, 
its services and amenities or other local service providers, 

and community groups. Any advertisements for commercial 
businesses will not be considered.
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Bletchley and Fenny Stratford Town 
Deal update, March 2023  
 
 
As you will have read in previous editions of Open Door, a multi-million pound investment 
plan has been approved for Bletchley and Fenny Stratford which will bring major 
improvements to the area.  
 
Exciting progress has been made since the end of 2022; the business cases for all 9 of the 
Town Deal projects have now been approved by government and the projects are now at 
the delivery stage.  
 
In February, 2023, Milton Keynes City Council’s independent development body, Milton 
Keynes Development Partnership (MKDP), announced that it had agreed a deal to buy the 
former Sainsbury’s store in the town using funding from the Town Deal. The former store 
closed in 2020 and is currently derelict with problems of vandalism. Its purchase is a vital 
step forward in the redevelopment of the town centre area. 
 
MKDP already owns the Brunel Centre next 
door, meaning that a large part of the town 
centre is now under the ownership of the 
City Council-owned company.  Plans are 
already moving forward to develop the old 
police and fire station site, build a new 
eastern entrance to Bletchley train station, 
develop a new transport hub, and improve 
parking.  
 
The purchase of the former Sainsbury’s site will give the City Council more control over how 
regeneration of the historic town centre takes place. The community-led regeneration 
approach will involve the City Council working with the local Bletchley and Fenny Stratford 
Towns Deal Board, the two local town and parish councils, and resident groups to develop 
plans for the future.  

 
The agendas and minutes from the Town Deal 
Board meetings can be seen on Milton Keynes City 
Council’s website by searching for “Bletchley and 
Fenny Stratford Town Deal” 
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MEET OUR NEW LANDSCAPE TEAM

Millstream Estate Services Ltd are absolutely thrilled to have won the contract to provide grounds 
maintenance services to West Bletchley. This is an exciting opportunity for us to work with one of 
our closest neighbours and with a five-year contract, we feel we can really make a difference to the 
look and feel of the managed landscape.

Meet our new Landscape Team 

 

Millstream Estate Services Ltd are absolutely thrilled to have won the contract to 
provide grounds maintenance services to West Bletchley.  This is an exciting 
opportunity for us to work with one of our closest neighbours and with a five-year 
contract, we feel we can really make a difference to the look and feel of the managed 
landscape.  

We are a local company, with two of 
our management team having 

grown up in West Bletchley. 
They played in the parks as 
children, walked the paths 
to school and now as 
experienced landscape 
professionals they are 
enthusiastic about 

managing the landscape 
for the next generation. 

‘The parish has some fantastic 
landscape areas and we are 

delighted to be working with such a 
progressive council who share our values on biodiversity and the climate change’ 
says Neil Keenan, Director at Millstream Estate Services Ltd. ‘We have already 
planted over 70 trees in the parish this winter and look forward to introducing other 
initiatives to better the landscape for both the wildlife and the residents of West 
Bletchley over the coming years.’ 

 

Chepstow Park Maintenance Works 

Maintenance work was completed during the winter months at Chepstow Park to 
dredge the pond, removing 
excess vegetation and silt, 
overhanging trees and 
creating channels and 
scalloped edges for birds to 
nest.  Grass seed has been 
planted on areas effected by 
the heavy machinery used 
which will be cordoned off 
until it establishes in the 
spring.                            

These before and after photos show the fantastic difference that has been made. 
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BRITAIN IN BLOOM COMPETITION RESULTS ARE IN…

OUR SENSORY GARDENS ARE OUTSTANDING!

The Sensory Gardens, located adjacent to The Church Green and St Mary’s Church, are tended 
by a small, dedicated group of community volunteers including members of our local West 
Bletchley Shed. They were nominated for the Royal Horticultural Society’s “It’s your neighbourhood” 
campaign for which they have received a Level 5 – Outstanding award together with a National 
Certificate of Distinction. An amazing achievement! These gardens are a delight to spend quiet, 
reflective time in and worth a visit if you haven’t been before.

The Chair of West 
Bletchley Council, 
Veronica Belcher, 
presented the awards 
to several of the group 
members, led by the 
Volunteer Co-ordinator 
Brenda. Congratulations 
were expressed to all that 
have been involved. 
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If this is something that you would like to become involved with contact us at 
admin@westbletchleycouncil.gov.uk or call on 01908 648257 for more details  

 

Have you seen our newly planted trees? 
A total of 76 new trees have been planted across nine 

different parks and open spaces within the parish including 
Buckfast Park, Bushy Close, 
Whiteley Crescent and Avon 

Grove.  A mix of mostly 
native fruiting trees were 

chosen to provide the 
greatest ecological 

potential, including Hazel, 
Lime, Wild Cherry and 

Rowan. 
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A total of 76 new trees have been planted across nine different 
parks and open spaces within the parish including Buckfast 
Park, Bushy Close, Whiteley Crescent and Avon Grove. 

A mix of mostly native 
fruiting trees were chosen 
to provide the greatest 
ecological potential, 
including Hazel, Lime, Wild 
Cherry and Rowan.
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REVIEW OF WINTER EVENTS

WEST BLETCHLEY REMEMBRANCE DAY 
PARADE
West Bletchley’s act of remembrance returned on 
Sunday 13th November 2022.

We are proud to have supported the planning of the 
parade again this year, helped by many community 
groups and Veterans as well as dignitaries such as 
the High Sheriff of Buckinghamshire and the Deputy 
Mayor of Milton Keynes.

We remembered everyone who died for our 
freedom, as well as those who continue to suffer 
from their injuries.

CHRISTMAS LIGHT SWITCH ON
The Christmas Light Switch On is fast becoming a local 
tradition, kicking off the festive season on the first Friday 
of December. The event is delivered in partnership between 
West Bletchley Council, local schools, choir and band.

The Frank Moran Centre and tree were magically lit up after 
a community countdown. It was delightful to see so many 
of the MK3 community gather to enjoy singing and music. 
We were joined by Winslow Concert Band, Cold Harbour CE 
Primary School, Lord Grey Academy and Gracenotes Choir.

CHRISTMAS MAGIC AT MELROSE
All activities, refreshments and the ever popular hog 
roast, games and entertainment were enjoyed by 
more than 400 people from the community.

A much needed dry and heated marquee provided 
shelter from the rainy start, keeping people warm 
with a hot drink and cake, listening to music and 
browsing what the local stall holders had to offer.
“It was wonderful to see everyone here. So much on 
offer and was nice to get a hot drink and cake.
- Resident

We were delighted to see Santa and one of his elves 
visit again from the North Pole to our grotto. Children 
were jumping with excitement to meet them and over 
200 children received a gift to take home too.

If you want to hear more about upcoming events, 
make sure to follow our Facebook pages.

facebook.com/FRANKMORANMARC
facebook.com/WESTBLETCHLEYCOUNCIL
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The Christmas Light Switch is fast becoming a local tradition, 
kicking off the festive season the first Friday of December. The 

event is delivered in partnership between West Bletchley 
Council, local schools, choir, and band. 

The Frank Moran Centre and tree were magically lit up after a 
community countdown. It was delightful to see so many of the 
MK3 community gather to enjoy singing and music. We were 
joined by Winslow Concert Band, Cold Harbour CE Primary, 

Lord Grey Academy and Gracenotes Choir. 

Christmas Magic at Melrose 

All activities, refreshments and the ever popular hog 
roast, games and entertainment were enjoyed by more 

than 400 people from the community. 

A much needed dry and heated marquee provided 
shelter from the rainy start, keeping people warm with a 
hot drink and cake, listening to music and browse what 

the local stall holders had to offer.  

“It was wonderful to see everyone here. So much 
on offer and was nice to get a hot drink and 
cake.  

- Resident 
We were delighted to see Santa and one of his elves 

visit again from the North Pole to our grotto. Children 
were jumping with excitement to meet them and over 

200 children received a gift to take home too.  
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CHAIR’S LUNCH AND SPIRIT OF THE MK3 COMMUNITY AWARDS
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On Wednesday 23rd November, Chair of the Council, Veronica Belcher hosted a Community Lunch at the 
West Bletchley Council offices to thank those who work so hard to serve our parish community. We had 
approximately 40 representatives attend the networking event across 18 groups/organisations. It was a 
good opportunity for people to talk to each other about their projects in the area.

LOCAL GROUPS/ORGANISATIONS IN WB: 
Bletchley Park Residents Association 
The Royal British Legion, Bletchley
Whaddon Way Walkers 
Living in the Moment Men in Sheds, 
WB Bletchley Youth Centre
West Bletchley Councillors 
Church Green Sensory Garden 
Thames Valley Police
West Bletchley Counselling Service
Youth Network MK
Girl Pack

During the lunch, we also celebrated several people who have provided exceptional community support 
and were nominated by their friends, family, or peers to receive an award.

A huge well done to all the winners and a thank you to everyone who submitted nominations. 
We are now taking nominations all year round so please email events@westbletchleycouncil.gov.uk 

if you would like to nominate someone you know.

 

Chair’s Lunch and Spirit of the MK3 Community Awards 
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On Wednesday 23rd November, Chair of the Council, Veronica Belcher hosted a Community Lunch at the 
West Bletchley Council offices to thank those who work so hard to serve our parish community.  We had 
approximately 40 representatives attend the networking event across 18 groups/organisations. It was a 
good opportunity for people to talk to each other about their projects in the area.  

 

During the lunch, we also celebrated several people who have provided exceptional community support and 
were nominated by their friends, family, or peers to receive an award. 
Community Group Award went to White Spire school for facilitating the Franks 55+ drop-in, making 
refreshments and supporting the bingo sessions, all whilst learning transferable life skills that will benefit 
them in the future. 
Two Community Hero Awards were awarded to Rosi Shunmoogum and Emma Sandbach. Rosi helps within the 
community, supporting events during the school holidays and volunteers at the Sensory Garden on Church 
Green Road. Emma is a volunteer first responder, giving up her time to save, preserve, comfort, reassure and 
protect the community, young and old, in their moments of need, panic and or emergency. 
Community Volunteer Award went to Rhiannon for her volunteer work with Girlguiding & Scouts and 
supporting young people. 
The Environmental Award was awarded to Brenda Hart for her dedication in maintaining the Sensory Gardens 
by St Mary’s Church. Brenda and volunteers have worked on the project for years and granted a Level 5 
Award from Britain in Bloom - In Your Neighbourhood category and a RHS Certificate of Distinction. 
Two Young Person’s Achievement Awards went to Ella Curtis and Aliyah Haynes-Persson for their dedication 
in being young carers for their family. 
Girl Pack, the Carnival’s Charity also announced that the £3,050 awarded helped to provide approximately 
1,000 period packs to girls in Milton Keynes! 

A huge well done to all the winners and a thank you to everyone who submitted nominations. We are now 
taking nominations all year round so please email events@westbletchleycouncil.gov.uk if you would like to 
nominate someone you know. 
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11                                                       

 
 
 

WEST BLETCHLEY CARNIVAL 2023 
SATURDAY 8th JULY | 12-5PM | Rickley Park, MK3 6HF 

West Bletchley Carnival’s 19th year is inspired by the anniversary of Disney; 100 years of wonder! 
An exciting opportunity to reminisce and enjoy all our favourite Disney characters throughout 
the years.  
 
After a successful return of the Carnival in 2022, we will be bringing the residents of West 
Bletchley together again to celebrate this occasion. The parade begins on Melrose Avenue at 
12pm and ends at Rickley Park where further activities will take place.  
 
Are you part of a group, business or individual who is interested in taking part? We have many 
opportunities available for participation, through stall holders, parade members or tenders for 
Food, Bar, Ice Cream and Fairground. Please get in touch to request an application by emailing 
carnival@westbletchleycouncil.gov.uk or call 01908 370 348. 

CHARITY/COMMUNITY GROUP NOMINATIONS 
 
Every Carnival, MK3 residents are asked to nominate your favourite local charity or community 
group to become the recipient of West Bletchley Council’s charity carnival. Any monies raised by 
the carnival will be donated to the council’s nominated charity.  
Nominees will be shortlisted by the council.  
Please contact carnival@westbletchleycouncil.gov.uk or call 01908 370 348 
Deadline for submissions: Tuesday, 2nd May 2023 

Images: WEST BLETCHLEY CARNIVAL 2022 
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An exciting opportunity to reminisce and enjoy all our favourite Disney characters throughout the 
years.

After a successful return of the Carnival in 2022, we will be bringing the residents of West Bletchley 
together again to celebrate this occasion. The parade begins on Melrose Avenue at 12pm and ends 
at Rickley Park where further activities will take place.

Are you part of a group, business or individual who is interested in taking part? We have many 
opportunities available for participation, through stall holders, parade members or tenders for 
Food, Bar, Ice Cream and Fairground. Please get in touch to request an application by emailing 
carnival@westbletchleycouncil.gov.uk or call 01908 370 348.

CHARITY/COMMUNITY GROUP NOMINATIONS
Every Carnival, MK3 residents are asked to nominate your favourite local charity or community group 

to become the recipient of West Bletchley Council’s charity carnival. Any monies raised by the carnival 
will be donated to the council’s nominated charity.

Nominees will be shortlisted by the council.

Please contact carnival@westbletchleycouncil.gov.uk or call 01908 370 348
Deadline for submissions: Tuesday, 2nd May 2023
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COUNCIL TAX REQUIREMENTS 2023/2024

What is the Council Tax Requirement?
Parish and Town Councils are funded principally from local council tax. In 2013, Central Government 
introduced the Local Council Tax Support Scheme which changed the way in which local council tax 
is calculated and passed on to parish councils. A proportion of parish council income now comes 
in the form of a government grant, which has since 2013, reduced by 88% (from £111,236 in 2013 to 
£13,315 in 2023).

West Bletchley Council is intent on protecting and providing facilities and services for local people, 
taking over ownership and responsibility from Milton Keynes Council for these where necessary. To 
continue to meet this commitment West Bletchley Council has resolved, for 2023/24 to increase the 
Council Tax, paid by the average household, by 4.62%.

In 2023/24, each household will be asked to pay an average of £168.51 (per annum), as part of the 
Council Tax, to fund activities undertaken by West Bletchley Council.

How will West Bletchley Council use the money?
The Council has, in response to what residents have told us, determined a set of objectives for each 
of its committees to achieve over the coming year and each committee is allocated a budget for use 
in achieving these objectives.

Community Committee is tasked to:

• Develop initiatives which support the 
social and economic development of 
West Bletchley.
For example, The MARC/Frank Moran Centre 
continues to work in partnership with local 
agencies to extend the range of support 
services provided at the Centre. This includes 
extended food share initiatives and new 
breakfast and homework clubs for MK3 
children.

• Contribute towards initiatives which reduce crime and antisocial behaviour. For example, as 
well as continuing to support the successful parish wide Neighbourhood Watch Schemes, we also 
support initiatives that seek to reduce dog fouling and litter which can be considered anti-social.

• Consider any matters relating to the education, health and wellbeing of the community.
For example, the Council has allocated funds, in the coming year’s budget, to continue both the
free swimming initiative and free counselling service for qualifying MK3 residents. We also offer 
grants to local groups and organisations to enable them to undertake projects that will benefit the 
local community.

• Oversee the management of an annual programme of community events.
For example, we have continued to extend our annual programme to provide new events which now 
includes a 10 week programme of summer band concerts and a fun dog show.
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Environment Committee is tasked to:

• Oversee implementation of actions to address the 
climate emergency.
The Council has resolved to seek to become carbon neutral 
by 2030 and is undertaking a range of actions to achieve this.

• Work in partnership with other Councils, agencies 
and groups to secure improvements in the physical 
environment.
The Council is responsible for Landscape Maintenance 
within the parish. This enables us to continually enhance 
the quality of our local parks and open spaces.

• Manage and maintain those outdoor leisure facilities in which the Council has a designated 
interest, including allotments, public gardens, parks and open space.
We are continuing to take ownership of more parks and open spaces to enable us to improve the 
landscape and facilities including children’s play areas.

• Manage and maintain approved levels of the Council’s street furniture including litter and 
dog bins, seats and ascot rail.

Finance and General Purposes Committee is tasked to:

• Oversee the management of the Council’s finances.

• Oversee the Council’s Corporate Governance arrangements, risk management procedures 
and insurance arrangements.

• Oversee all matters relating to the employment and management of the Council’s staff.

• Oversee the management of the Council’s premises.

In addition to the above, the Council sets aside funds which will be used to undertake an approved 
Capital Programme, e.g. improvements to local parks and community facilities.

Estimate of net expenditure for 2023/24

If you have any questions regarding the precept, please address these to:
The Clerk. West Bletchley Council, 221 Whaddon Way, Bletchley MK3 7DZ Tel. 01908 648257

e-mail clerk@westbletchleycouncil.gov.uk
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THE MARC & FRANK MORAN CENTRE

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Halloween Half-term 

Mad Scientist and Magicians worked their magic for the young people at 
the Frank Moran Centre during the half term. Families had the opportunity 
to create Diwali Lanterns during a workshop using willow and tissue paper 
and learnt about the Festival of Light. 
At the Halloween Extravaganza, the excitement continued with a full fun-
filled Friday that included face painting, Storytellers, and spooky games. 
The Halloween fancy dress disco saw children attend in their scariest 
costumes and having a great time dancing and taking part in fun party 
games. 
 
 
 

The MARC and Frank Moran Centre 
New Activities at the Centre 

 

Frank Moran Lunch Club 

The Lunch Club Christmas dinner was a great success with a 
full turkey dinner with all the trimmings followed by 
Christmas pudding and brandy sauce. 

Franks 55+ Drop-in 

White Spires School young people cooked and served a 
fantastic buffet lunch for the visitors to Franks 55+Drop-in. 
Bingo and Christmas entertainment was all facilitated by the 
young people. 

The White Spires Pupils won a West Bletchley Community 
Hero’s award for their support of the Franks 55+ Drop-in. 

February half term saw another week of fun 
activities all kicked off with end of term Valentines 
Disco. young people were busy creating all types of 
art works and making Valentines cards. 
 
So why not call in and get involved with all the great 
activities that we have planned for the rest of the 
year including Street parties, Carnival workshops 
and loads more. 
 
We look forward to meeting you soon. 
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February half term saw another week of fun 
activities all kicked off with end of term Valentines 
Disco. young people were busy creating all types of 
art works and making Valentines cards. 
 
So why not call in and get involved with all the great 
activities that we have planned for the rest of the 
year including Street parties, Carnival workshops 
and loads more. 
 
We look forward to meeting you soon. 
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KEEP IT CLEAN
KEEP IT GREEN
New collection service starts in September 2023

How can I find out more? 

For more information on what goes in each bin visit:
www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/wheelie-bins

Scan the QR code to sign up for important news and 
information sent to your email. 

Visit www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/waste-recycling 

We will be writing to every household in the summer 
to tell you about any changes that may affect you.

If you need extra help, please call our Customer 
Service team on 01908 252570  
(British Sign Language options are available)

Coming soon to our website… a postcode checker 
so you can find out how your waste and recycling 
will be collected. 

When will my bins be emptied?

What will go in each bin?

Greener Safer

Cleaner

Weekly collections will continue for the black and green bin, 
with red and blue bins collected on alternate weeks.

• The black bin is for rubbish you’d usually put in your black sack
• The red lid bin is for clean and dry cardboard and paper
• The blue lid bin is for plastic, metal and glass
• The green bin is for food and garden waste

Making it easier for MK to recycle 
more items.
Fewer sacks = less plastic waste, 
protecting the environment.
Separating the recycling waste 
improves the quality.

For residents and collection crews  
to handle.

Less split bags and cleaner streets.

WEEK 1 WEEK 2

NEW
BLACK

BIN

NEW
BLUE
BIN

NEW
RED
BIN
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Assisted Collections
You may be eligible for help with your waste 
collection. If you have a disability or medical 
condition and there is nobody else in your 
household who can put your waste out, you may 
be eligible for an assisted collection.

We can arrange for our collection crew to collect 
your bins from just outside your front door instead 
of the boundary.



You now need photo ID to vote at a polling station

No ID? You can apply for free voter ID

Find out more at

or call 0800 328 0280
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To enter this competition just complete the wordsearch, fill in the entry form then cut it out and
send it to us at West Bletchley Council, 221 Whaddon Way, Bletchley, Milton Keynes, MK3 7DZ.
All correct entries will be put into a hat and winners drawn out. The closing date for entries is Friday 
21st April 2023. (The winners names will be published in the next edition).

Name ....................................................................................
Address.................................................................................................................................................
.............................................................................................................................................................
.............................................................................................. Post Code ............................................
Telephone ...............................................................................................................................

WORDSEARCH
TO WIN A £15 GIFT CARD
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UK 11x11 Wordsearch No.323 - Rivers

J S M E R S E Y E G L

E P B T N N R E V E S

L E L B E O V H N B D

I Y A T U E H A I U P

N M A S O C S R C N P

U L E R E P O L E A E

P T E E T G Y N R D N

E E R G R D N A G N O

N S I I E C N A F O K

Y T O N N A A A G V U

T B L C T W L M J A Y

Avon
Cam
Clyde
Congo
Danube
Dee
Elbe
Fal

Ganges
Lena
Loire
Mersey
Niger
Nile
Ob
Oder

Ouse
Parana
Plate
Po
Rhine
Rhone
Severn
Spey

Tay
Tees
Test
Trent
Tyne
Yukon
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Climate Competition – Celebrating Spring! 

With Spring we associate nature coming back to life, lighter 
evenings and warmer weather (hopefully!).  
You’ll find a good number of differing species of wildlife within the 
historic hedgerows of the parish, but did you know that they also 
provide good nesting and food support for house Sparrows?  
Sadly, this species has seen a 60% decline over the last 50 
years and is of high conservation concern. 

We have recently had two sparrow terrace bird boxes donated to 
us by the local “Men in Sheds” group which have recently been 
installed around the parish at different community sites. 

The bird boxes (like the one shown here) are terraced as the 
birds like to live in loose colonies.  This month, we’d like to 
encourage you to get out and about in the parish, to enjoy your 
natural surroundings.  Keep your eyes open for the new boxes… 

Can you tell us where these boxes have been installed? 

Please DO NOT disturb the boxes as this could have a 
detrimental effect on any breeding birds present. 

The winning entry will receive a bird box bundle (likely to include 
a bird box, window feeder and bird seed). 

The competition is open to all residents of West Bletchley.  Simply fill in the entry form below and send it to West Bletchley 
Council, 221 Whaddon Way, Bletchley, Milton Keynes, MK3 7DZ.  All correct entries will be entered into the draw, with the 
winner being selected at random.  The closing date for entries is Friday 21st April 2023.   Actual locations will be revealed in 
our next edition, along with the winner’s name. 

 
I’ve seen the Sparrow Terraced Bird Boxes installed at 
  

1) ………………………………………………………………………………………… 
2) ………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
Name ............................................................................................................................ 
Address......................................................................................................................................
........................................................................................................................... 
Post Code ............................................ Telephone ...................................................... 

  

October Competition Results – Making a difference in MK3 

Will our winner’s innovative ideas help you to play your part in reversing climate change?    

Ms Sarah Butler suggested repairing clothes and shoes rather than 
buying new, using plastic punnets as drawer organisers, 
repurposing old tea towels into new dishcloths and when gifting, 
consider making something or treating the recipient to a day out.  
All are terrific ways to reduce your impact on the environment! 
Well done Sarah, your chosen prize is a wooden insect and bee house. 
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lighter evenings and warmer weather (hopefully!).

You’ll find a good number of differing species of wildlife within 
the historic hedgerows of the parish, but did you know that they 
also provide good nesting and food support for house Sparrows? 
Sadly, this species has seen a 60% decline over the last 50 years 
and is of high conservation concern.

We have recently had two sparrow terrace bird boxes donated to 
us by the local “West Bletchley Shed” group which have recently 
been installed around the parish at different community sites.
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October Competition Results – Making a difference in MK3
Will our winner’s innovative ideas help you to play your part in reversing climate change?
Ms Sarah Butler suggested repairing clothes and shoes rather than buying new, using plastic 
punnets as drawer organisers, repurposing old tea towels into new dishcloths and when gifting, 
consider making something or treating the recipient to a day out.
All are terrific ways to reduce your impact on the environment!
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WEST BLETCHLEY NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICING TEAM

West Bletchley Neighbourhood Policing Team 
 
The West Bletchley Neighbourhood Policing Team are pleased to be given the opportunity to engage 
with the community through the open door newsletter, our aim is to update you with what has been 
going on in your area.  
 
Your team for West Bletchley:  
PC Steve Holmes, PCSO Eiliesh Duggan, PCSO Sarah Williams, PCSO Marie Casebrook  
 

In recent months TVP have been working closely with Milton 
Keynes City Council where two community amnesty bins have 
been placed in Westcroft and West Bletchley (Frank Moran 
Centre), providing the opportunity to dispose of knives and 
bladed articles in a safe and legal way. Those using the scheme 
are asked that all knives are safely wrapped in tape and 
newspaper before placing in the bins. 
The secure amnesty bins, which are bolted to walls and concrete 

flooring, have a letter box design to allow knife deposits whilst stopping people reaching inside the 
bins. They are being closely monitored and regularly emptied by the West Bletchley Neighbourhood 
Team.  
 
In other news we would also like to remind our community about OP DARKNIGHT, whilst burglaries 
in West Bletchley are low please remember to leave lights on if you are not home, consider timer 
switches as well as ensuring all doors are locked.  
 
Thanks  
West Bletchley Neighbourhood Team 

The West Bletchley Neighbourhood Policing Team are pleased 
to be given the opportunity to engage with the community 
through the open door newsletter, our aim is to update you 
with what has been going on in your area.

Your team for West Bletchley:
PC Steve Holmes, PCSO Eiliesh Duggan, PCSO Sarah Williams, 
PCSO Marie Casebrook

In recent months TVP have been working closely with Milton Keynes City Council where two community 
amnesty bins have been placed in Westcroft and West Bletchley (Frank Moran Centre), providing the 
opportunity to dispose of knives and bladed articles in a safe and legal way. Those using the scheme are 
asked that all knives are safely wrapped in tape and newspaper before placing in the bins.

The secure amnesty bins, which are bolted to walls and concrete flooring, have a letter box design to 
allow knife deposits whilst stopping people reaching inside the bins. They are being closely monitored 
and regularly emptied by the West Bletchley Neighbourhood Team.

In other news we would also like to remind our community about OP DARKNIGHT, whilst burglaries in 
West Bletchley are low please remember to leave lights on if you are not home, consider timer switches 
as well as ensuring all doors are locked.

Thanks West Bletchley Neighbourhood Team

A VISUAL CHANGE IS COMING TO OUR PARISH HABITATS

As the natural world begins to awaken from its 
winter slumber, you may notice changes around 
the parish. Across many parks and areas of open 
space our landscaping team will be altering the 
way in which we manage our green spaces and will 
be deliberately leaving grass to grow long in more 
key areas. This will help to encourage not only the 
growth of wildflowers but also provide shelter for 
breeding insects, including moths, butterflies and 
craneflies. Spiders can also benefit as they are able 
to build their webs in the longer grass to catch flies. 
This then provides a valuable food source for birds, 
hedgehogs, newts and toads. If the grass is allowed 
to flower, the seed heads will provide an abundance 
of seed for the birds and the benefits go on…

So, if you see one of these signs in your local green 
space, you’ll understand why the grass is left longer 
and the benefits that it brings! 
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As the natural world begins to awaken from its winter slumber, you may notice 
changes around the parish.  Across many parks and areas of open space our 
landscaping team will be altering the way in which we manage our green spaces and 
will be deliberately leaving grass to grow long in more key areas.  This will help to 
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wildflowers but also provide 
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hedgehogs, newts and toads.  If 
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abundance of seed for the birds 
and the benefits go on… 

So, if you see one of these signs in your local green space, you’ll understand why 
the grass is left longer and the benefits that it brings!  If you’d like to find out more 
about how you can get involved in improving the biodiversity of our parish please 
email: admin@westbletchleycouncil.go.uk or call the office on 01908 648257. 

If you’d like to find out more about how 
you can get involved in improving the 

biodiversity of our parish please email: 

admin@westbletchleycouncil.go.uk 

or call the office on 
01908 648257.



NOTICEBOARD

FUTURE MEETINGS

West Bletchley Council is a very busy organisation. 
It holds committee meetings and all councillors 

meet together bi-monthly.

All meetings of the council are open to the public. 
We welcome residents coming along and try and 

involve residents where legally able and 
practically possible to do so.

Committee meetings are held at 
221 Whaddon Way, Bletchley.

Meetings usually start at 7.30 pm except for the 
Environment Committee which starts at 7 pm.

COMMITTEE MEETINGS DATES
FROM MARCH 2023

WEST BLETCHLEY COUNCIL STATEMENT

West Bletchley Council’s acceptance of any
advertisement with the Open Door newsletter

shall under no circumstances be considered 
an endorsement of the products and/or 

services advertised.

Monday 27th March - Community

Monday 3rd April - Finance & General Purposes

Monday 24th April - Full Council

Monday 15th May - Annual Parish Meeting / AGM

Monday 22nd May - Environment

Monday 5th June - Community
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WEST BLETCHLEY COMMUNITY CENTRE 

CHARITY SHOP 

…..a hidden gem 

Open Monday to Wednesday 9-12 
Clothing, books, bric-a-brac and much more!! 

Donations gladly welcome (no electricals or furniture 
please) 

3 Porchester Close, Bletchley, MK3 6BH 
At the Whaddon Way shops 

MILTON KEYNES 
UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL

MKUH GOVERNORS

Why not sign up to become a member 
of Milton Keynes University Hospital? 

Members can help to influence the 
development of the Trust and its 
services; can vote for their local 

Governor and even stand in Governor 
elections; and are entitled to NHS 

discount! 

To sign up, 
https://www.mkuh.nhs.uk/about-us

/governors-and-members/
become-a-member-of-mkuh



NOTICEBOARD

MILTON KEYNES COUNCILLORS

CLLRS MICK LEGG & LAUREN TOWNSEND
Councillors’ Resident Advice Surgery

Every Tuesday Evening 6-7pm

The Frank Moran Centre | Melrose Avenue | 
Bletchley | MK3 6PA

COUNCILLOR MICK LEGG 
07920 103239

mick.legg@milton-keynes.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR LAUREN TOWNSEND 
07599 886744

lauren.townsend@milton-keynes.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR ADAM ROLFE
adam.rolfe@milton-keynes.gov.uk

OPEN HOURS

West Bletchley Council
Office opening hours:

Monday to Friday 9.30 am to 4 pm

E-mail: Clerk@westbletchleycouncil.gov.uk

Main Office | The Clerk | 221 Whaddon Way
| Bletchley | Milton Keynes | MK3 7DZ

Telephone: 01908 648257

www.westbletchleycouncil.gov.uk

- BLETCHLEY WEST WARD -

West Bletchley Council
Office opening hours:

Monday to Friday 9.30 am to 4 pm

E-mail: Clerk@westbletchleycouncil.gov.uk

Main Office, The Clerk, 221 Whaddon Way

Bletchley, Milton Keynes MK3 7DZ

Telephone: 01908 648257

www.westbletchleycouncil.gov.uk

Noticeboard
OPENING HOURS MILTON KEYNES COUNCILLORS

Councillors Legg & Long
Bletchley West Ward

will be holding an advice surgery every
Saturday from 9am at

The Frank Moran Centre,
Melrose Avenue, Bletchley

Councillors McKenzie & Wales
Bletchley Park Ward

will be holding an advice surgery 1st &
3rd Thursday of each month from 6pm at

the West Bletchley Community Centre,
Whaddon Way Shops

WEST BLETCHLEY COMMUNITY CENTRE
3 PORCHESTER CLOSE MK3 6BH

01908 374122
LARGE HALL AVAILABLE FOR HIRE

ON REGULAR WEEKLY BASIS

MONDAY & FRIDAY
AFTERNOONS 

PLEASE CONTACT OFFICE
FOR DETAILS

West Bletchley Council
Office opening hours:

Monday to Friday 9.30 am to 4 pm

E-mail: Clerk@westbletchleycouncil.gov.uk

Main Office, The Clerk, 221 Whaddon Way

Bletchley, Milton Keynes MK3 7DZ

Telephone: 01908 648257

www.westbletchleycouncil.gov.uk

Noticeboard
OPENING HOURS MILTON KEYNES COUNCILLORS

MP’s Surgery
Iain Stewart MP would like to hear 

from you. He holds regular surgeries 
by appointment in Bletchley, Stony

Stratford, Woburn Sands, Netherfield 
& Milton Keynes Council Civic Offices.

Please call his office on 01908 686830
to book a surgery appointment.

You can also send him an email at
iain.stewart.mp@parliament.uk

or write to him at:
Suite 102

Milton Keynes Business Centre
Foxhunter Drive, Linford Wood

MK14 6GD
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OPEN HOURS MILTON KEYNES COUNCILLORS

MP’S SURGERY

Our local MP, Iain Stewart would like 
to hear from you. 

He holds regular surgeries by 
appointment across the constituency. 

To book a surgery appointment: 

Please call: 01908 686830 
Please email: 

iain.stewart.mp@parliament.uk 

Please write to: Suite 102 
Milton Keynes Business Centre 

Foxhunter Drive 
Linford Wood 

MK14 6GD 

If you need to get in contact with these Councillors 
their contact details are:-

COUNCILLOR IMRAN
email: mo.imran@milton-keynes.gov.uk

N O T I C E B O A R D

23

CLLRS MICK LEGG & LAUREN TOWNSEND
Councillors’ Resident Advice Surgery

Every Tuesday Evening 6-7pm

The Frank Moran Centre, Melrose Avenue
Bletchley, MK3 6PA

MICK LEGG 07920 103239 
email: mick.legg@milton-keynes.gov.uk

LAUREN TOWNSEND 07599 886744
 email: lauren.townsend@milton-keynes.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR ADAM ROLFE
email: adam.rolfe@milton-keynes.gov.uk

BLETCHLEY WEST WARD

BLETCHLEY PARK WARD

BLETCHLEY WEST WARD 

 

  
Cllrs Mick Legg & Lauren Townsend 

 
Councillors’ Resident Advice Surgery 

Commencing 6th July 2021 

Every Tuesday Evening 6-7pm 

The Frank Moran Centre, Melrose Avenue 

Bletchley, MK3 6PA 

(Please note social distancing measures will be in place. 

Facemasks must be worn unless exempt) 

Mick Legg 07920103239 email mick.legg@milton-keynes.gov.uk 

Lauren Townsend 07599886744 email lauren.townsend@milton-keynes.gov.uk 

 

COUNCILLOR 
RANKINE 

email: allan.rankine
@milton-keynes.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR 
NAZIR 

Tel. No. 07786 660025
email: nabeel.nazir

@milton-keynes.gov.uk

- BLETCHLEY PARK WARD -

 CLLR NIGEL LONG 
Councillor Resident Advice Surgery, 

Every Thursday Evening 6-7pm

West Bletchley Community Centre | 
3 Porchester Close | Bletchley | MK3 6BH

Iain Stewart MP would like to hear
from you. He holds regular surgeries

by appointment in 

Bletchley, Stony Stratford, 
Woburn Sands, Netherfield

& Milton Keynes Council Civic Offices.

Please call his office on 01908 686830
to book a surgery appointment.

You can also send him an email at
iain.stewart.mp@parliament.uk

or write to him at:
Suite 102  | Milton Keynes Business 

Centre  | Foxhunter Drive  |  
Linford Wood  |  MK14 6GD
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ON REGULAR WEEKLY BASIS

MONDAY & FRIDAY
AFTERNOONS 
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OPEN HOURS MILTON KEYNES COUNCILLORS

MP’S SURGERY

Our local MP, Iain Stewart would like 
to hear from you. 

He holds regular surgeries by 
appointment across the constituency. 

To book a surgery appointment: 

Please call: 01908 686830 
Please email: 

iain.stewart.mp@parliament.uk 

Please write to: Suite 102 
Milton Keynes Business Centre 

Foxhunter Drive 
Linford Wood 

MK14 6GD 

If you need to get in contact with these Councillors 
their contact details are:-

COUNCILLOR IMRAN
email: mo.imran@milton-keynes.gov.uk

N O T I C E B O A R D
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CLLRS MICK LEGG & LAUREN TOWNSEND
Councillors’ Resident Advice Surgery

Every Tuesday Evening 6-7pm

The Frank Moran Centre, Melrose Avenue
Bletchley, MK3 6PA

MICK LEGG 07920 103239 
email: mick.legg@milton-keynes.gov.uk

LAUREN TOWNSEND 07599 886744
 email: lauren.townsend@milton-keynes.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR ADAM ROLFE
email: adam.rolfe@milton-keynes.gov.uk

BLETCHLEY WEST WARD

BLETCHLEY PARK WARD

BLETCHLEY WEST WARD 

 

  
Cllrs Mick Legg & Lauren Townsend 

 
Councillors’ Resident Advice Surgery 

Commencing 6th July 2021 

Every Tuesday Evening 6-7pm 

The Frank Moran Centre, Melrose Avenue 

Bletchley, MK3 6PA 

(Please note social distancing measures will be in place. 

Facemasks must be worn unless exempt) 

Mick Legg 07920103239 email mick.legg@milton-keynes.gov.uk 

Lauren Townsend 07599886744 email lauren.townsend@milton-keynes.gov.uk 

 

COUNCILLOR 
RANKINE 

email: allan.rankine
@milton-keynes.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR 
NAZIR 

Tel. No. 07786 660025
email: nabeel.nazir

@milton-keynes.gov.uk
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COUNCILLOR NIGEL LONG
nigel.long@milton-keynes.gov.uk

COUNCILLOR NABEEL NAZIR
nabeel.nazir@milton-keynes.gov.uk

T. 07786 660025

COUNCILLOR MO IMRAN
mo.imran@milton-keynes.gov.uk



If you need help you can contact any one of the councillors listed below or you can contact the West Bletchley Council Office
W E S T  B L E T C H L E Y  C O U N C I L L O R S

F A I R W A Y S  W A R DC A S T L E S

M A T T H E W  B U R N
Cllr.matthew.burn@

westbletchleycouncil.gov.uk

S U E  L O N G
Cllr.susan.long@

westbletchleycouncil.gov.uk

0 1 9 0 8  3 7 6 1 4 1

Community

GL ADSTONE MCKENZIE
Cllr.gladstone.mckenzie@

westbletchleycouncil.gov.uk
0 1 9 0 8  3 7 6 1 4 1

Environment,
Finance & General Purposes, 

S H E R Y  D E L F A N I
Cllr.shery.delfani@

westbletchleycouncil.gov.uk

Community, Environment,
 Finance & General Purposes

D E R E K  H I R C O C K
Cllr.derek.hircock@

westbletchleycouncil.gov.uk

Environment

I A I N  L AY D E N
Cllr.iain.layden@

westbletchleycouncil.gov.uk

Community, Environment

A B B E Y S

G E R A L D I N E 
H E L D E R

Cllr.geraldine.helder@
westbletchleycouncil.gov.uk

Environment

K I T  P O W E R
Cllr.kit.power@

westbletchleycouncil.gov.uk

C H R I S T I A N
D U R U G O

Cllr.christian.durugo@
westbletchleycouncil.gov.uk

Community, Finance &
General Purposes

Z A R A K 
D O R S E T T- M O R G A N
Cllr.zarak.dorsett-morgan@
westbletchleycouncil.gov.uk

Community, Finance 
& General Purposes, 

S C O T S

B A R B A R A  M O O R E
07872 624412

Cllr.barbara.moore@
westbletchleycouncil.gov.uk

VICE-CHAIR OF COUNCIL

F E L I C I T Y  C O C K B A I N E
Cllr.felicity.cockbaine@

westbletchleycouncil.gov.uk

Community,
Finance & General Purposes

K E N  R O W E
Cllr.ken.rowe@

westbletchleycouncil.gov.uk

Community,
Environment

C O U N T I E S

P A U L  H A R V E Y
Cllr.paul.harvey@

westbletchleycouncil.gov.uk

Environment

N I G E L  L O N G
01908 376141

Cllr.nigel.long@
westbletchleycouncil.gov.uk

Finance & General Purposes, 
Salden Chase

P A U L  M O O R E
Cllr.paul.moore@

westbletchleycouncil.gov.uk

Community,
Finance & General Purposes,

M I C H A E L  D O N A L D
Cllr.michael.donald@

westbletchleycouncil.gov.uk

Environment,
Salden Chase Sub

R I V E R S

V E R O N I C A  B E L C H E R
01908 371802

Cllr.veronica.belcher@
westbletchleycouncil.gov.uk

CHAIR OF COUNCIL

R AY  B R A D Y
Cllr.ray.brady@

westbletchleycouncil.gov.uk

Community, Finance
& General Purposes,

Salden Chase Sub

N A O M I  S I N C L A I R
Cllr.naomi.sinclair@

westbletchleycouncil.gov.uk

Community

C H U R C H  G R E E N

WA Q A S  A H M A D
Cllr.waqas.ahmad@

westbletchleycouncil.gov.uk

Community,
Environment

J I M  K E A R O N
Cllr.jim.kearon@

westbletchleycouncil.gov.uk

Environment, 
Finance & General Purposes, 
   
   
 

N A B E E L  N A Z I R
Cllr.nabeel.nazir@

westbletchleycouncil.gov.uk

Finance & General
Purposes, Salden Chase Sub

R A C E C O U R S E S

J A M E S  B U T S O N
Cllr.james.butson@

westbletchleycouncil.gov.uk

Environment

E L A I N E  WA L E S
Cllr.elaine.wales@

westbletchleycouncil.gov.uk

Community, Environment,
Salden Chase Sub

S A I N T S

A N D Y  C O A T O N
Cllr.andy.coaton@

westbletchleycouncil.gov.uk

Community

S A L L Y  C R O C K E T T
Cllr.sally.crockett@

westbletchleycouncil.gov.uk

Environment

P O E T S

G E O R G E  B A R R A T T
cllr.george.barratt@

westbletchleycouncil.gov.uk
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