





Lesson 12a

Power for Service

TEXT
OBJECTIVE

MEMORY VERSE

MEMORY VERSE SONG

Acts 1:4,8; 2:1-6,14-18

The students will be able to explain what power for ser-
vice is and how to receive this blessing.

Ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is
come upon you. — Acts 1:8
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Ye shall receive power, Acts one verse eight

MEMORY VERSE IN ACTION

YE — Point to others.

SHALL RECEIVE POWER — With right hand feel mus-
cle of flexed left arm.

AFTER THAT THE HOLY GHOST — Raise both hands
above head, paims in, looking up.

IS COME UPON YOU — Bring hands down over head
and shoulders, wiggling fingers.

MEMORY VERSE VISUALIZED

Cut into sections the praying figure, cloud, and base.
(See pattern at end of lesson.) Display the verse a sec-
tion at a time as your students learn each portion.

BIBLE LESSON OUTLINE

introduction: Show your class a circle which you have
cut into three equal sections, but hold back one of the
sections. Label the two portions you have displayed
with the words “Salvation” and “Sanctification.” Point
out that it appears something is missing to make a
complete circle. This is the special blessing God has
provided which you will be talking about today: the Bap-
tism of the Holy Spirit. Show the third piece, which is
labeled with those words.

1. In His last meeting with His disciples on this earth,
Jesus commanded them to tarry in Jerusalem until they
received this special blessing.

2. The Holy Spirit would give them power to become
effective witnesses for Christ in all parts of the earth.
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3. On the Day of Pentecost, the disciples were
gathered together and were in one accord (sanctified).
Climax: They were filled with the Holy Spirit and began
to speak with other tongues as a witness to this.
Conclusion: Peter confirmed to the multitude that this
was a fulfillment of Joel's prophecy. This special anoint-
ing of power for service is available today for the one
who is saved and sanctified.

Response: The students will be able to describe the
special blessing which was received on the Day of
Pentecost. They will be able to tell what the experience
does for the one who receives it.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Jesus Christ was crucified on the day of the Passover
feast. The next great festival on the Jewish calendar
was the Feast of Weeks, or Pentecost, meaning fiftieth,
because it was exactly 50 days after Passover. It was a
time when Israel was to gather at Jerusalem, rejoice in
the Lord, and give freewill offerings in thanksgiving for
the harvest {Deuteronomy 16:9-12). It was also as-
sociated with the giving of the Law to Moses which
happened 50 days after the nation left Egypt.

The Lord chose this day to begin a new era in His deal-
ings with man. In the Old Testament the Holy Spirit
came upon special men in order to accomplish specific
tasks. (Judges 13:25; 14:6; | Samuel 16:13; Ezekiel
3:12) Now, as God had promised (Jeremiah 31:33;
Ezekiel 11:19; 36:27; Joel 2:28; Mark 1:8; and John
15:26) He was sending the Holy Spirit, the third Person



of the Trinity, to dwell within those who would believe
(Acts 2:38,39). The purpose was to empower the be-
lievers not just for a limited time for a specific task, but
to be witnesses of Jesus in every area of their lives
(Acts 1:8). Note the dramatic changes in the lives and
witnessing of the Apostles before and after Pentecost.
It is said that the Holy Spirit:

comforts us (John 16:7)

guides into truth (John 16:13)

directs our affairs (Acts 13:2; 16:7)

is the Spirit of Christ (Romans 8:9)

will raise us from the dead (Romans 8:11)

illuminates and teaches (I Corinthians 2:11-13)
causes our lives to be fruitful (Galatians 5:22,23)

can be grieved (Ephesians 4:30)

makes us holy (Il Thessalonians 2:13; | Peter 1:2)

What a wonderful day it was when God baptized those
120 people on the Day of Pentecost and opened to
every believer the ministry of the Holy Spirit. God chose
that feast day when so many Jewish pilgrims were in
Jerusalem, to manifest His power. The news of the
great event must have spread throughout the whole
Roman Empire in a very short time.

IN-CLASS ACTIVITIES

Visualize the importance of the baptism by showing
your class a large circle cut into three sections labeled
with the names of the three experiences. The circle is
not complete without all of the pieces. We want to be a
complete Christian, and receive all that God has for us.

Tell the testimony of someone who was quiet and
afraid to speak up for Christ until that one received the
power of the Holy Spirit.

Make a list of what the Bible promises the Holy Spirit
will do in our lives. (See Background Information for
this lesson.) Write your list on a chalkboard, and dis-
cuss the importance of each one. Have in mind
hypothetical exampies to illustrate each one on the age
level of your students.

Bring a little gift for each child in your class. Keep the
gifts hidden in a paper sack. Ask the children if they
want a gift and if they really believe there is one for
them inside the sack. Then give them the gifts. The
baptism of the Holy Spirit is a gift of power to use in
God’s service. We need to believe that God has it for
each one of us.

A flashlight without batteries has no power but with bat-
teries there is power for the light to shine. God can give
us power to work for Him, as He did for Peter, John,
Paul, Philip, and many others.

To explain what the Power is and how to receive it, use
this new version of the oil and water example. This will
make three layers, each can be a different color.
Needed: glass jar, water, oil, alcohol, food coloring. The
first layer is water which is salvation; it can be colored
or clear. The second layer is oil (salad oil type) and this
will be sanctification and is yellow, (the intensity will de-
pend upon the oil used). The third layer is alcohol and
will represent the Holy Spirit. It should be colored with
food coloring, the darker it is the greater will be the con-
trast. As each layer is added describe what it repre-
sents and the order of God’s gifts to us. DO NOT STIR!
(This will mix the water and alcohol and the three layers
will become two.)

QUESTIONS

For what reason were the followers of Jesus to remain
in Jerusalem? Who gave them this instruction?

What was the “promise of the Father”?
What is power for service? Service to whom?
How is this power obtained?

Do all Christians need this special power, or do only the
ministers?

What was the Day of Pentecost? What happened to the
disciples on that day?

What special witness does God give to those who re-
ceive the gift of His Spirit?

How do we know that this witness is a definite lan-
guage that others can understand?

What was spoken in Old Testament times regarding
this experience?

Do you think this is something that is still important to
people today? Why or why not?

Can anyone receive the baptism?
Why do you speak in another language?

Was Peter the same man after he received the Holy
Spirit? Was he bold, shy, brave, loud, bashful?

Which comes first? Put these in their proper order:
sanctification, salvation, baptism of the Holy Spirit.

How old must you be to receive this power?

Explain what you should do to receive this power.
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PRE-SCHOOL SUGGESTIONS

When teaching pre-schoolers this lesson, you may wish
to focus on working for Jesus. Show pictures of chil-
dren helping others. Explain that Jesus can help us
want to work for Him. lllustrate this thought by telling a
present-day situation on their level, perhaps dramatized
with dolls.

On separate sheets of paper, trace around both hands
of each student. Across the top write “These Hands
Work for Jesus.” Let them color the hands as you talk
about things little ones can do for the Lord.

Teach your children this fingerplay entitled “God’s
Helper.”

| know that Jesus loves me (Point up)

So I try every day (Point to self)

To do the things that please Him. (Point up)

[ listen, sing, and pray. (Cup ear, then fold hands in
prayer)

| share my things with others. (Point around to others)
And speak with good words 100. (Touch mouth)

And what my parents tell me, (Shake finger)

I'm always sure to do. (Nod head)

REVIEW IDEAS

Put portions of the memory verse on pieces of paper
and have a contest between classes as to who can put
the verse into the right order first. The verses can be
taped to children’s fronts or hung on a clothesline or
pinned on a board. This could be used at the end of the
five lessons. Give each group (or five individuals) a
memory verse and time them for a winner.

Bring a white glove and a Bible. When we are saved
we become like a white glove but without the Holy Spirit
{typified by your hand) we aren’t very effective. Show
that as the Holy Spirit enters a life there is power for
service. The hand enters the glove and it is then able to
act — it has power!

NOTES

llustrate the importance of a power source by setting
up a toaster in front of your group. Leave the cord obvi-
ously dangling, unplugged. Put a piece of bread in the
toaster, and tell the students you are going to make a
piece of toast. They may immediately tell you to plug it
in — if they do not, go ahead and “make” the toast, and
then inquire of them why it isn’'t brown. Bring out that
the toaster will not work unless it is plugged into the
power source.. Christians also need to be plugged into
a power source.

Wrap three gifts, in three graduated sizes. Have each
successively larger gift also be a little more decorative
or beautifully wrapped. Explain that God has three ex-
periences for each of us. We can take just one or two,
but all three are there for us if we will just seek for and
accept them from Him.

Pretend with your group that you are going to write a
recipe for power. Draw a large recipe card on your
chalkboard. Have students suggest some ingredients
that should be included, and in what amount. These
may include faith, prayer, action, etc. Write out direc-
tions for combining as if you were writing a recipe.

COORDINATING SONGS

“Come, Holy Spirit” — Hymns of Faith, page 79
“Spirit of the Living God” — Hymns of Faith, page 83
“Heavenly Father, We Appreciate You” — Hymns of
Faith, page 88

SUPPORT MATERIAL

Pentecost — Family Life Institute Tape No. 61
Stories About Peter — Pict-o-graph, Standard Publish-
ing

The Life of Peter — Biblegram (for flannel board), Child
Evangelism Fellowship

Acts, Volume 1 - Witness for Christ — Biblegram, Child
Evangelism Fellowship
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But e shall

receive power

IS Come upon yov.

Memory Verse Visualized Pattern — 12a

Acts 1:8
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IN-CLASS ACTIVITIES

Draw a faucet on the left side of a chalkboard, and on
the right side draw a simple flower that is beginning to
droop (see Patterns). Explain to the class that the
flower needs water,"but that the faucet is too far away.
What do you need? They will likely come up with the
thought of a hose. Draw the hose in, while you explain
that we can be like “hoses” for Jesus. Peter and John
had the power of God working through them, just like
the water ran through the hose to water the flower. We
can have God’s power working through us also.

For a class of older children who might enjoy some-
thing in the nature of a scientific illustration, use a bat-
tery, wire, and light bulb to illustrate how power travels
from a source through something to provide illumina-
tion.

Take the series of six pictures illustrating the story and
have your students arrange them in the correct,
chronological order (see Patterns).

Use a cup which has dirty spots inside and out. Using a
red cloth to represent the Blood of Jesus, wipe the
spots from the outside of the cup, to represent salva-
tion. Next, wipe the spots from the inside of the cup, to
represent sanctification. Third, fill the cup with water or
oil, to represent the infilling of the Holy Spirit. Explain
that this is the power for service.

Bring a board, hammer, and nail to class. Explain that
the hammer cannot pound the nail into the board by it-
self. You must use your hand to pick up the hammer,
then use your arm to swing the hammer and powerfully
hit the nail. Explain how we cannot do our best work
unless we have God’s power in our lives.

Other variations on the above concept are: Bring a
hand puppet or marionette to class, showing how it
cannot move without your help. Bring a child’s pinwheel
to class, explaining how the pinwheel cannot spin with-
out the wind to move it. Use a flashlight and remove the
batteries. The flashlight will not give light this way. It
needs the power from the batteries.

QUESTIONS

What do you know about Peter? About John? How do
you suppose they obtained the power that was man-
ifested by their ministry?

Even if you never see a lame man on the street asking
for money, what are some of the ways you can help
someone in need?

Why didn’'t Peter and John give the man money? What
did they do to help him?

What happened to the lame man? How do you know
that he had a thankful heart?

Can you describe how you think you would feel had
you been that man before he was healed? after he was
healed?

How would you describe the actions and attitudes of
those who saw this healing?

A few lessons back, when we studied the miracles of
Jesus, He explained after He had healed the palsied
man why He did these miracles. What was that
reason?

Who healed the lame man? Did Peter and John have
“power” to heal this lame man?

Why was the lame man healed?

What did Peter say that shows he gave Christ the credit
for healing the blind man?

What did the bystanders think about the lame man’s
healing?

PRE-SCHOOL SUGGESTIONS

Show the children the picture of the lame man with
thought balloons around him (see Patterns). Discuss
what he might have thought Peter and John were going
to give him: for example, money, food, new blanket,
shirt, place to live. Have the main picture mounted over
a second sheet on which you have drawn symbols rep-
resenting each of these thoughts. Hinge the thought
balloons so they can be lifted to reveal the symbols one
by one.

Make three figures from pipe cleaners to represent
Peter, John, and the lame man. Make the lame man’s
legs crooked and bent, and lay him on a small square
of cloth. When Peter and John speak to him, straighten
out his legs and make him stand up.

Make a balloon person to be connected with brads (see
Patterns). This person can be the lame man sitting at
the Beautiful Gate when Peter and John performed the
miracle. Place the lame man so he is sitting on the top
of the desk. Teach the lesson and then, after Peter
prays, the person can jump and leap around the desk
top. If you have enough class time the students could
cut, color, and/or assemble their own.

REVIEW IDEAS

The Holy Spirit is a person. We need His help every
day to work for God. Use a flashlight without batteries
as an example of how we would be without His help.
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Reter and John through God’s power were able to tell
the man, “In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise
up and walk.”

Bring in a large garden hose and ask the children what
it is for. Compare it to how we should be channels
through which the power of God can flow to others.

This would be a good story to allow your students to
dramatize with costumes.

Make a mural, approximately 5 high by 10’ long on
freezer paper or vinyl table covering (see Patterns).
Herod’'s Temple and the Beautiful Gate can be drawn
with colored markers. Include the lame man and Peter
and John. Cut out circles on the mural the size of a
child’s head. Put masking tape around the holes to
cover the sharp edges and prevent paper cuts. Use the
story for the children to role play with their faces show-
ing through the cut-out circles.

NOTES

COORDINATING SONGS

“Faith is the Victory”
“My Faith Looks Up to Thee”

SUPPORT MATERIAL

Peter: The Prince of Apostles — Biblearn Series,
Broadman Press

Stories About Peter — Pict-o-graph, Standard Publish-
ing

A Lame Man Healed — Family Life Institute Tape No.
62

Acts Volume 1 - Witness for Christ — Biblegram, Child
Evangelism Fellowship

Exciting Adventures — Bible Stories for Children By
Doris Clore Demaree, Warner Press

Jesus and His Friends — Flip-a-Bible-Story Book,
Standard Publishing
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been on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem, but being a
eunuch, he was barred from becoming a member of the
congregation of Israel (Deuteronomy 23:1). The Lord,
however, was breaking down the barriers that had once
hindered people from entering the household of faith
(Ephesians 2:14,15).

Scripture does not say what became of the Ethiopian
but tradition tells us he became a missionary to his
people. Perhaps as a result of Philip’s letting the Holy
Spirit lead him and because of his knowledge of the
Word, the Gospel began reaching into Africa.

Teachers should be prepared to answer the question:
“What is a eunuch?” According to Zondervan’'s Bible
Dictionary, the term came to mean “an officer” or “cus-
todian.”

IN-CLASS ACTIVITIES

Use the principle of siphoning to show the effect of
God’'s power working through people. Bring to class a
bow! of water, short rubber tube or flexible straw, and
two glasses half full of water. Hold each end of the tube
and place both ends underwater in the bowl of water.
The tube will fill with water. Pinch ends to hold water.
Then put ends underwater in the separate glasses. Re-
lease ends of tube. Gently, holding the tube, lift one
glass higher than the other. The water will flow from the
higher into the lower glass. Explain that we are like the
tube, maybe label it with children’s names on it. God’s
power flows through us and out to others as we witness
and tell about Jesus, Sunday school, and His love for
them. God is in Heaven, therefore, He is higher than
we are here on earth and His power flows down to us,
and through us.

Start a paper chain with a strip of paper. Tell a child,
“Jesus loves you.” Let that child add a paper strip to
yours. Then that child tells about Jesus to the next
child, etc. Each time another link is added to the paper
chain. When the children come back the following Sun-
day they can add to the paper chain if they had told
someone about Jesus.

Using 13 flash cards, write a different word of the mem-
ory verse on each card. Pass them out to the class and
have the students arrange them in the correct order.
For variety, cut the flash cards in the shape of foot-
prints, shoes, or small children.

To illustrate the work of the Holy Spirit, use a pair of
glasses. Tell your group, “I need my glasses to see
clearly.” The Holy Spirit will help us to understand what
to say and how to tell others about Jesus.

Give each child a piece of paper with several simple
figures drawn on it. Talk to them about the children they

see each day — the one they sit next to in school, see
on the school bus, eat lunch with, etc. Help them write
the names of these people beside each of the figures.
On the top of the paper, help them copy the words, “I
Want To Be a Witness to. . . 7

QUESTIONS

Who sent Philip to the desert of Gaza? For what reason
was he sent?

What nationality was Philip? The man he met? How do
we know that Jesus loves everybody — people of all
nationalities?

What was the Ethiopian man doing as he rode along?
In what way might this be a good example for us?

What did Philip ask the man, and what was the man’s
reply?

How do we know that the man listened eagerly to the
preaching of Philip and believed what was taught him?

What was it in Philip’s life that made him an effective
witness and preacher of the Word?

Do you think the Holy Spirit helped Philip to preach to
the eunuch?

Is this why the Holy Spirit is important for us to receive?

Is the baptism of the Holy Spirit the same as the
eunuch’s baptism? Explain.

What does rejoicing mean — happy, sad, joyful, glad,
exult, sing, pray, mournful, depressed, dejected?

What made it easy for Philip to talk to a stranger about
God?

Why couldn’t the man understand what he was read-
ing?

PRE-SCHOOL SUGGESTIONS

Use stick puppets (see Patterns) of a boy and girl to
dramatize ways children can invite their friends to Sun-
day school or tell them about Jesus. A shoe box with
one side removed and set up on the edge of your table
will make a good stage.

Cut out an assortment of children’s pictures from
magazines. Make a collage of these pictures in class.
As you paste each figure into the collage, make up a lit-
tle imaginary story about the figure, giving it a name
and stressing that this child needs to know about
Jesus. In the center, write the words, “I'll Tell Them
About Jesus!”
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Give each child a construction-paper heart with a
sticker of Jesus in the center to give to someone.

[f you have new students in your Sunday school on this
Sunday, use their “welcome time” as an opportunity to
talk about what it means to be a witness.

Let each child cut out and assemble the chariot and fig-
ures representing Philip and the Eunuch (see Patterns)
to help tell the story.

REVIEW IDEAS

Give a number of students or teachers in your group a
balloon mounted on a stick, to hold. Have a questioning
face drawn on each balloon. Give the person holding
the balloon a question which might open the door for an
opportunity to witness. You hold a balloon with a smil-
ing face on it. Stroll around the room. When you come
near someone holding a balloon, have them stand up
and read their question. You answer it in a manner that
shows how to witness to others. Example: “Tommy,
you always seem so happy. Why?” “I have Jesus in my
heart.” Or they might ask, “Want to go to a ball game
on Sunday?” “Oh no, | go to Sunday school. Would you
like to come with me?”

Act out some “mini-situations” where children of the
age you are teaching might have an opportunity to wit-

NOTES

‘ness to others. It might be interesting to portray the
situation two ways: one where the child is afraid or just
neglects to take an opportunity to witness, and another
where the child does tell someone about Jesus or in-
vites him/her to Sunday school.

Use puppets to act out some situations as described in
the previous activity.

Have your class help you compose a letter on a
chalkboard telling about your Sunday school and issu-

‘ing an invitation to attend. Be sure to include time and

address. Promise your students that you will type and
run off copies of the letter for them to receive next Sun-
day. They can give them to a friend and thus have an
opportunity to tell others about Jesus.

COORDINATING SONGS

“Kum Bah Ya&”

“I Will Make You Fishers of Men”
“Bring Them In”

“I'll Tell the World”

SUPPORT MATERIAL

Jesus and His Friends — Flip-a-Bible-Story Book,
Standard Publishing

The Strange Young Man in the Desert — Arch Book,
Concordia
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shapes to represent stepping stones (depending on
how many questions you wish to ask). Draw circles on
the blue river where the stepping stones should be
placed. Prepare a list of review questions. Write the an-
swers on the stepping stones and pass them out to
your students. As you ask the questions let the stu-
dents with the correct answer place the stepping stone
in the next place on the river. When you are done the
class will have crossed the river safely.

Enlarge the illustration given for the story in the Primary
Pals handout. Mount the enlargement on construction
paper and/or cover with clear adhesive plastic. Cut the
picture into a puzzle and allow your students to assem-
ble it as you talk about the lesson.

Bring a stopwatch to class. To review the lesson, tell
your class they are each going to have an opportunity
to tell part of the story. Set the watch for five seconds.
Tell the first student he should start at the beginning of
the story and talk until the time is gone. He then passes
the watch to the next student who resumes the narra-
tion for five seconds; and so on, through your group.

QUESTIONS

How sick was Dorcas?

What was the first thing Peter did when he saw Dor-
cas? What happened to Dorcas after Peter prayed?

Has a minister ever prayed for you when you were
sick? How did you feel?

Has God ever healed you?

Something happened in Peter’s life that gave him spe-
cial power; even to performing miracles. What was
that?

How do we know there is power in the Name of Jesus?
Who did Peter say made Aeneas well?

What other good thing happened after Aeneas was
healed?

What does the Bible tell us about the woman Dorcas?
What are ways that people can help those in need
today? What can Sunday school children do?

What other story in the Bible tells of someone who was
brought back from the dead?

What miracles does God perform in answer to prayer

today?
PRE-SCHOOL SUGGESTIONS

Make a face to represent Dorcas’ face (see Patterns).

Cut out and glue the top half of another eye onto the
face so that the eyes appear to be shut when folded
down; open when folded back. Use this to demonstrate
what took place when Peter came to Dorcas’ bedside.

Give each child a copy of the bed (see Patterns) with a
slit at the top of the covers. Paste the two faces of Dor-
cas, one with eyes shut and one with eyes open, back
to back. Insert the tab into the slit in the bed so that
Dorcas appears to be sleeping. Remove Dorcas and
reinsert with eyes open to show what happened when
Peter came.

Make a big batch of playdough. Give each child two
lumps and help him make Peter and the palsied man.
Then let them act out the story as you tell it, using the
figures they have made.

REVIEW IDEAS

Help your group pretend that you have a talking robot
who is programmed to answer questions. Make one
from a large cardboard furniture box, and decorate with
dials and knobs. Have another teacher inside the box
to answer questions. Allow students to come up one at
a time, ask a question, and press a button to receive an
answer. At the close, help the teacher out of the box.
Have him/her holding a Bibie, and explain that the an-
swers to the questions about our Bible stories are not
found in a robot, but in the Bible.

On the floor mark with masking tape an outline of a
soccer field. Divide the oblong in half and mark a goal
at each end. Across the top mark sections, making as
many as you have questions concerning the lesson. Di-
vide your group into two teams. On the center line put a
stack of cut-out circles marked like soccer balls (see
Patterns). On the back of each ball write a question.
Have members from each team come up, take a ball,
and attempt to answer the question. If they answer it
correctly, they place the ball one move closer t¢ the
goal. The first team to reach the goal is the winner.

Using an overhead presentation, dramatize the way
Peter worked for God.

Discuss with your group what might have happened if.
Peter had come to Dorcas’ bedside and said, “Too bad"
she died. | should have been here sooner,” and then
walked away. Or what if he had said to the man with
palsy, “My, you have had this disease a long time. |
doubt if anything can be done for you.” You might wish
to act this out, and then portray what actually did hap-
pen because Peter was willing to let God work through
him.

COORDINATING SONGS

“] Have Decided to Follow Jesus”
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