Unit 6

Teachings of Jesus

Lesson 6a — The Good Shepherd

Lesson 6b — Sower and the Seed

Lesson 6¢c — The Good Samaritan

Lesson 6d — The Ten Virgins

OVERVIEW

In this unit we will consider four of the parables given
by Jesus during His ministry on earth. While Christ did
not invent the parable, it is significant that He is the
only One who used them in the New Testament. It was
one of the main ways He used in speaking to the mass-
es, for He found it an effective method of revealing truth
to the spiritual and ready mind while at the same time
concealing it from others. Matthew 13:10

These lessons will be taught during the Valentine sea-
son, making it appropriate to weave the stories around
a heart theme. Possibly classroom bulletin boards and

departmental displays could also tie the theme of the
lessons into the framework of the holiday.

The first lesson provides an opportunity for the teacher
to bring out that we need Jesus in our hearts before we
can be His sheep. The second lesson stresses the im-
portance of having the Word of God deep in our hearts
to continue to grow as a strong Christian. The third les-
son emphasizes the need for love in our heart if we are
to show others that we are a Christian. The last lesson
shows us the vital necessity of keeping our hearts
ready for the coming of Jesus.

GAMES FOR REVIEW

Cut nine large pink and red hearts from construction
paper and arrange as for Tic-Tac-Toe game. On the
back of each heart draw or have a picture of an item
that shouid trigger an idea from the lessons.
Examples:

Christ the Good Shepherd

1. picture of sheep 2. picture of children crossing
rickety bridge and an angel watching over them

The Sower

1. picture of plant 2. package of seeds 3. a Bible
Good Samaritan

1. helping hands 2. child having fun playing

Ten Virgins

1. oil lamp 2. sky with clouds 3. watch or clock
There can be many adaptations to this game. Student
or team member chooses a heart. If he can name the
lesson, idea, or memory verse he gets an “X” or “O.” As
in Tic-Tac-Toe, try to get three in a row.

CONTEST IDEAS
Love and Heart Quiz (see Support Material)

Set a goal of how many new children can be brought in

during the month (10, 207?). Make a board with chosen
number of sheep, moving a sheep into corral (enclo-
sure, barnyard, etc.) for each one brought. If all sheep
get moved, the whole department gets a treat. The mis-
sionaries would get whatever they would normally re-
ceive as well.

Place on your bulletin board a large red heart with a
clear pocket over the lower half (or higher if needed).
Have enough smaller white hearts, each with a child’s
name on it so it can be placed in the pocket (name
showing) for each time a student memorizes a Bible
verse, memory verse, books of the Bible, learns the
story, etc. The child with the most hearts in the pocket
wins the contest.

BULLETIN BOARDS

Place a large heart containing a picture of Jesus in the
center of your board. Place a smaller heart in each
corner with a ribbon extending toward the large heart.
They should have an appropriate picture for each les-
son. Print at the top center, “Jesus Wants Me To . . .”
Under the appropriate pictures print “Be His Sheep,”
“Love My Neighbor,” “Hide His Word in My Heart,” and
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“Be Ready When He Comes.” The smaller hearts could
be double thickness with a door in the outer thickness
so that a child could open that week’s heart at the right
time (like an Advent calendar). One could add the let-
tering under the smaller heart week by week also.

Place a crossword puzzle on the board. Fill in the an-
swers to create interest or leave blank and have stu-
dents help fill in during the weeks of this unit (see Pat-
terns).

Across Clues:

4. Jesus is the Good
5. Who must be in our heart?

6. What must we read to become stronger Christians?
7. Where must we hide God's Word?

Down Clues:

1. How many virgins stayed ready for Heaven?

2. How do we show love?

3. Whom does the Bible tell us to love?

Make a valentine (see Patterns). Trace pattern on red
construction paper. Follow folding directions in numeri-
cal order. Heart should pop up when card is opened.
Put a picture or sticker on front of card in space marked
for it. Print underneath, “To ” (my Par-
ents, Grandma, Sister, Brother, etc.). On inside print,
“LOVE ONE ANOTHER.” Make a decorative border
around the heart.

CHART IDEAS

Garden of Love. Make four heart-shaped flowers of
construction paper or calico cloth (see Patterns). Under
each flower print appropriate “love” statements.

Make Heart Books, each page being a heart cut from
construction paper. Have children draw what they think
would be in a Christian’s heart. Bind with yarn. Exam-
ples: smiling faces, praying, attending church, sharing,
helping, reading the Bible.

Cut hearts from white construction paper and cut out
center of each. Glue to red construction paper. Print in
the center of the chart — JESUS TEACHES ME (see
Patterns). Each Sunday the child adds a sticker to the
center of each heart — sheep, Bible, heart “Love”
sticker, cross, crown, Jesus’ face, or praying hands. A
piece of white yarn or rickrack may be added as a bor-
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der and hanger at the top. Then the child can hang his
chart in his room at home on a nail or doorknob.

Make a wheel chart of two wheels with a brad in the
center to keep them together and 4 section or notch
removed from top wheel. Label outside wheel, “Teach-
ings of Jesus.” On the bottom wheel, draw a picture of
each lesson for the child to color (see Patterns).

Make a little book with the title, “Teachings of Jesus” on
the outer cover. Have one page for each lesson. For
lesson 6A glue cotton on the sheep. For lesson 6B glue
on seeds. For lesson 6C put a Band-Aid on the man’s
sore leg. For lesson 6D draw a flame on the lamp with
orange or yellow felt tip pen (see Patterns.)

Make a puzzle with Jesus in the center (see Patterns).
Puzzle pieces around the outside should be pictures of
each of the four lessons in our unit. These would be
added each Sunday.

Reproduce the large 4-section heart with illustrations
for each lesson (see Patterns) for each of your stu-
dents. On each Sunday help them mount the puzzle
piece for that week onto a background on which you
have traced the outline of the complete heart.

SUPPORT MATERIAL

“Love and Heart Quiz” — Page 58, 110 Helps for
Teachers, by Carolyn Lehman, Standard Publishing
“Parables of Jesus” — Pict-o-graph, Standard Publish-
ing .

“The Lord Is My Shepherd” — lllustrated Song,
Nazarene Publishing

“Harry’s Heart Song” — Visualized story, portrays the
concept of Christ's dwelling in our hearts. Nine large il-
fustrations with a corresponding story, Gospel Publish-
ing House

“Getting to Know Jesus” — by Angela Carl and June
Lang, Children’s church programs. Activities, crafts and
games, emphasis on Bible memorization, correlated -
music, Standard Publishing

" “Object Talks on the Parables of Jesus” — Standard

Publishing

“Jesus Our Savior” — Bible Pictures for Children, Set 2,
16 full color pictures include: birth, childhood, parables,
and disciples, G/L Publications

“Parables of Christ” — Flannelgraph by Helen S.
Kratavie, Child Evangelism Fellowship Press



The Good

TEXT
SUPPLEMENTAL SCRIPTURES

OBJECTIVE

MEMORY VERSE

MEMORY VERSE SONG

Lesson 6a

Shepherd

John 10:11-15; Psalm 23

Isaiah 40:11; Ezekiel 34:12; Matthew 18:12; Hebrews
13:20

The students will be able to rehearse Jesus’ character-
istics as a Good Shepherd and will understand that He
is the One who will take care of us.

My sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and they
follow me. — John 10:27
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MEMORY VERSE IN ACTION

MY SHEEP — make scissors with right hand first two
fingers, clip wool off left arm

HEAR — hand behind ear

MY VOICE — hands cupped around mouth

AND | — point up

KNOW — point to temple

THEM — point to others

AND THEY FOLLOW — right hand out, palm up, move
toward body (beckoning)

ME — right middle finger to left palm, left middle finger
to right palm

MEMORY VERSE VISUALIZED

Cut apart the staff with the memory verse printed on it.
(See pattern at the end of the lesson.) Put the staff to-
gether as the students learn the verse.

BIBLE LESSON OUTLINE

Introduction: Open your class time by showing a picture
of Jesus as the Good Shepherd.
1. Jesus tells us that He is the Good Shepherd.

2. He knows all His sheep by name.

3. He cares for them and tends to their needs.

4. He seeks for the lost sheep.

Climax: The Good Shepherd is willing to even give His
life for His sheep.

Conclusion: Jesus cares so much for us that He gave
His life for us. He cares for us just as the shepherd
cares for his sheep.

Response: Your students will be able to tell you several
ways Jesus is like a good shepherd.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

In John, chapter 9, the man born blind and then healed
was abused by the Pharisees because it had been
Jesus who healed him. The parable of the Good
Shepherd that follows was primarily addressed to these
Pharisees who, in a sense, were trying to pluck this
man from Christ's hand (John 10:28). They had ha-
rassed him and his parents, hurled insults upon him
and tried to get him to reject Jesus, but the healed man
had heard the Voice of the Good Shepherd, become
one of His sheep and nothing would stop him from fol-
lowing.
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Memory Verse Visualized Pattern — 6a
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Memory Verse Visualized Pattern — 6b






people became known as Samaritans. Down through’

the centuries the Jews looked down on the Samaritans
as compromisers and impure. A Samaritan could not
be a witness in a Jewish court, they were publicly
cursed in the synagogues and considered ineligible for
eternal life.

When Jesus gave the parable of the Good Samaritan in
answer to the questions posed by this doctor of the
Jewish law, it must have come as a great surprise. In a
sense, He was saying, “A despised Samaritan who
does the will of God is better than a Pharisee who only
discusses theology.” A man who would please God
must be full of more than religion. He must be full of
God's love which manifests itself in practical ways.
James 2:15-18

IN-CLASS ACTIVITIES

Have children outline their hands on paper and then list
ways they, too, can be Good Samaritans with their
hands. Add the memory verse as a caption and let
them take the paper home.

Reproduce Glad/Sad Sam (see Patterns). Use Sad
Sam to show how the traveler felt when the robbers
hurt him and took his money. He was also sad when
the priest and the Levite wouldn’t help him. Use Glad
Sam to show how he felt when the Good Samaritan
stopped and helped him.

Make a large heart with lettered sections cut from vari-
ous colors of construction paper (see Patterns). Glue
scraps of flannelgraph paper to the back of each piece.
As the lesson is taught, put up each piece of the heart.
It also can be used as a puzzle, letting the children take
turns putting it together.

Take several hearts and cut each into a puzzle of a
broken heart. Place each puzzle in a separate en-
velope. Let each child put together one of these puz-
Zles. God loves us so much He not only takes care of
our physical hurts, but He knows when our hearts need
mending.

Bring two apples, one smaller or not as good as the
other one. Say, “My friend needs an apple. Which one
should | give him? Jesus would want me to give him
the best apple for the Bible tells us so in Matthew
22:39. My heart feels really good and my apple tastes
really good, too, because | pleased Jesus by helping
my friend with the best | had.”

Let the children make a sticker heart (see Patterns) to
give to someone.

Set up several activities to do that require two people
for each. Write these activities on slips of paper and
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number each paper. Write the same numbers on the
backs of smiling faces you have cut from construction
paper. (Have half as many jobs and smiling faces as
you have students.) Make each smiling face into a mini
puzzle by cutting into two pieces that will fit together.
Put all the puzzle pieces into a jar and let students
draw one and find its partner. The number written on
the back of their smiling face will tell them which activity
they are to do together. Use this to discuss helpfulness.

Make a series of flash cards — stick figures are fine —
to tell the story (see Patterns).

Use small dolls, a paper road, some large rocks, a
money bag, Band-Aids, etc., to portray the story as you
tell it to your class.

QUESTIONS

Who is our neighbor?

How can you show love to a neighbor?

Do you think the lawyer that came to Jesus was sincere
in his search for eternal life? Why or why not?

Last Sunday we studied a parable. Tell whether or not
the account of the Good Samaritan is a parable.
What do you understand to be the meaning of compas-
sion?

Do you suppose the lawyer talking with Jesus was a
compassionate man? Why or why not?

In what ways can people ignore the needs of others
today and be guilty of the same disregard that the
priest and Levite were?

What instruction did Jesus give the lawyer? How did He
expect this man would be able to do what He said?
Name some ways you can be a good helper.

PRE-SCHOOL SUGGESTIONS

Bring a doll to represent the injured man. Let the chil-
dren rub cream on him (ointment) and put on Band-
Aids to make him feel better. Do not go into much detail
about how the man was hurt. Especially for the little
children, it is best to begin the story just by saying,
“Once there was a man who got hurt. He had a bad
‘owie.” Did you ever have a bad ‘owie’?” or something
of this nature.

Be careful of any dramatizations of this story. No matter
how it is presented, it seems the man’s getting hurt is
too vivid for the little ones to accept comfortably. Focus
on the nice man that came to help the hurt man. Tell
how we can help our friends when they fall, or how we
can open doors for the elderly, move things out of the
way, and generally be kind to others.

Bring pictures of children doing kind deeds and book
related to kindness.

Bring a first-aid kit. Put a Band-Aid on each child. (The









The Ten

TEXT
SUPPLEMENTAL SCRIPTURES

OBJECTIVE

MEMORY VERSE

Lesson 6d
Virgins
Matthew 25:1-13

Matthew 24:44; 25:13; Mark 13:32-37; Colossians 4:2;
Revelation 3:11

The students will be able to explain the necessity of
staying ready for Heaven, and will be able to tell how
this can be done.

Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the

hour wherein the Son of man cometh. — Matthew
25:13
MEMORY VERSE SONG
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MEMORY VERSE IN ACTION

WATCH THEREFORE — index fingers to eyes, then
point out

FOR YE KNOW — point to temple

NEITHER THE DAY NOR THE HOUR — right index
finger pointing up, left hand on right elbow, drop right
arm down on left arm

WHEREIN THE SON OF MAN — right middle finger to
left palm, left middle finger to right palm

COMETH — right hand out, palm up, move toward
body (beckoning)

MEMORY VERSE VISUALIZED

Cut apart the lamp with the memory verse written in
and around it. (See pattern at the end of the lesson.)
Assemble the puzzle a piece at a time as the students
learn the verse.

BIBLE LESSON OUTLINE
Introduction: Bring an oil lamp and illustrate what hap-

pens when there is no fuel. (You may wish to use two
lamps if available.)

1. Jesus told a parable using lamps burning or not
burning as an example.

2. In the story, 10 virgins had lamps.

3. Five neglected to take oil with their lamps, and
when the bridegroom came their lamps had gone out.
4. When they went to buy oil, the bridegroom came.
Those who were ready went into the marriage.
Climax: The ones who neglected to keep oil were not
able to go to the marriage.

Conclusion: We must stay ready for Heaven. Making a
start is not enough but we must continue to follow the
Lord.

Response: The students will be able to relate ways we
can stay close to the Lord and continue following Him.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Marriage and wedding customs were often used as il-
lustrations of spiritual truths in the New Testament.
When a wedding was going to take place the bride-
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groom and his friends would leave his father's house,
often late at night, and go to the house of the bride’s
father to claim the bride. The bridegroom would then
lead the wedding party back to his father's house. On
the way, however, a group of young women, friends of
the bride and bridegroom would join in the procession.
Festivities were then entered into at the house of the
bridegroom’s father, these often lasting for several
days. The ceremony was complete when the bride-
groom led the bride into the bridal chamber.

The message of the parable in Matthew 25:1-13 seems
clear. The procession led by the bridegroom could pass
at any time. Knowing that, those who were genuinely
concerned made ample preparation. Those who had
their thoughts on other things failed to prepare, and
thus offended the bridegroom by their indifference.
Jesus gave this parable following a prediction of His re-
turn (Matthew 24:36-42) to judge the wicked and re-
ward the righteous. Just as the wise virgins prepared
for the appearance of the bridegroom while the foolish
were occupied with other thoughts, those who make
their relationship with God a priority will be prepared
when Jesus returns, and those who are distracted will
be left here.

IN-CLASS ACTIVITIES

Using the drawing provided under PATTERNS, have
one lamp drawn for each child. As you talk about how
we must keep oil in our vessels, let them paste oil and
a flame on the drawing.

Bring some half-done jobs to illustrate that obeying part
way or only doing part of what God tells us to do is not
enough. Some suggestions: a dish washed on one
side, a piece of wood sanded on one side, a nalil
pounded partly through.

lllustrate the lamps on a chalkboard. Use colored chalk
to fill five lamps. Leave the other lamps empty.

Give each child a project — for example, a picture to
color. Tell them you are setting a timer, but they don’t
know how much time they will have. How much can
they color before the timer goes off? Liken this to the
fact that we do not know when the Lord will come but
we know that it will happen.

Pack a backpack or a suitcase, discussing what you
need to be ready for a trip and comparing it to what we
need in our lives to be ready for the Lord’s return.

QUESTIONS

How can we have a light (lamp) in our heart?
How do we keep it burning?
What must we do to get ready for Heaven?
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Does your heart get ready all by itself? What do you
do?

Does your heart stay ready all by itself? What must you
do?

If your heart gets naughty things in it, how do you get
rid of them?

Does Jesus hear us when we say we are sorry? How
do we know?

PRE-SCHOOL SUGGESTIONS

Bring two hearts with sin-spot stickers. Both hearts pray
and the sin stickers are removed. One keeps on pray-
ing and doing kind things, etc., and the heart stays
clean. The other forgets to do right, stops listening to
Jesus, and soon is doing naughty things again. Sin
spots go back into that heart and it is no longer ready.

Show your children two tiny oil lamps, one empty and
one full. Relate oil to doing the things that make Jesus
happy. If oil lamps are not available, use drawing of
lamps (see Patterns).

Focus of this lesson for Beginners should be “Things |
can do to make Jesus happy.”

REVIEW IDEAS

lilustrate the fact that we have to clean our room or do
the dishes regularly or the place becomes a mess. If
we want Jesus to live in our heart, we must continue to
read the Bible and pray to keep our hearts clean (show
a dustmop or dirty dish). We must keep eating the right
foods for our bodies to grow big and strong. We must
read the Bible and pray each day to keep our hearts
strong.

Have several cut-outs of people, all with magnets on
them (see Patterns). On the good people have such
names as “Suzy Share,” “Katie Kindness,” “Henry
Helper,” and on the bad people such names as “Charlie
Cheat,” “Sassy Sammy,” “Tommy Thief.” (Be careful
not to use names of students in your group on the
negative names.) Have a figure representing Jesus
(possibly just a white poster board cut-out or maybe
even a doll, with a magnet attached), and pass Him
over the people, picking up the good people. On the
bad people, put a piece of tape or something over the
magnet so it won't pick them up and then explain how
they all had a magnet but the bad people let something
come between them and Jesus so they weren'’t ready
to go. (Practice this first.)

Present a present-day skit bringing out the importance
of being ready. Have two children that are to be picked
up for a church camping trip. One fools around (reads
magazine, sets hair, or whatever) instead of packing.
Mom mentions several times that the driver of the van









