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RESPONSES
1. With each successive act of creation, 
God was preparing a perfect world. In order 
for man to be sustained here on this earth, 
it was necessary that the earth be prepared 
before the creating of life. God’s first cre-
ative act was to command light; for light 
and the heat which attends it are essential 
to life. On the second day, He created the 
firmament, separating the vaporous waters 
above from the condensed waters below. 
Land along with the grasses, fruits, and 
herbs were created on day three, providing 
food for the living things which were to fol-
low. Geographers say that the proportion of 
land to water is a perfect balance, essential 
to provide moisture for life upon the land. 
On the fourth day, the sun and moon were 
placed in the heavens. Then, on day five, 
God created the fish and the fowls. On the 
sixth day, God created animals and creep-
ing things. Then He made man, for whom 
all needs had been provided.

2. Discussion of this question should bring 
out that when God spoke things into exis-
tence Scripture says, “and it was so.” He 
also said, “and the evening and the morning 
were the first day,” etc. On the seventh day 
God rested from all His work. It is evident 
that God used twenty-four hour days in His 
creation. When He speaks, it doesn’t take a 
long period of time for things to happen.

3. Read each of the verses in the lesson 
text that begin, “And God said,” showing 
that the entire universe and the things in it 
were spoken into existence from nothing, 
by God’s word (Hebrews 11:3). Discuss 
some of the marvelous inventions and dis-
coveries of recent years, bringing out that 
these are just a rearrangement of the mate-
rials that God made in the beginning. Man 
cannot make something from nothing, but 
God can and did.
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Lesson	1

In the Beginning
TEXT: Genesis 1:1-25

SUPPLEMENTAL	SCRIPTURES: Nehemiah 9:6; Hebrews 11:3

KEY	VERSE: For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible 

and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were 

created by him, and for him. — Colossians 1:16

RESOURCE	MATERIAL: Tract No. 58 — God the Creator — First, Last, and Always

The Bible is not only a book of beginnings, but also a book of eternities. The very supreme rev-

elation of the Bible is the revelation of God. If one starts to think of the beginning, using his own 

reasoning, he will have trouble and will possibly supply a humanistic assumption for the real be-

ginning. He would therefore substitute the creature’s point of view for the Creator’s point of view. 

Among many scientists there are basic differences of opinion as to the origin of the universe. 

Evolutionists hold that all living things developed from non-living materials. Creationists believe 

that all basic categories of nature were brought into being by a supernatural force. It takes as 

much faith to subscribe to the theory that our complex universe is a mere chance happening as 

to accept the first verse of the inspired Word which declares, “In the beginning God created the 

heaven and the earth.”

1. Make a list of what God created on each of the six days.

2. Many say that the days mentioned in the Creation account are actually long periods of time. 

What does Scripture teach about the length of these days?

3. Can man create something from nothing? Explain. See Ecclesiastes 1:9,10.
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4. Job 26:7 — earth’s suspension in space
Job 26:8 — precipitation
Job 26:10 — controlling of the seas
Ecclesiastes 1:6 — atmospheric circulation
Ecclesiastes 1:7 — water cycle
Isaiah 40:22 — the roundness of the earth
Jeremiah 33:22 — vastness of the universe
Explain that true science does not con-
tradict any of the truths of the Creation, 
but confirms them. Go over each of these 
Scriptures showing the wonders of God’s 
universe. Emphasize that the men of God 
who were inspired to write these words 
bring out the same facts that modern-day 
scientists have proven in their studies.

5. Each bird, animal, etc., was made after 
its own species, and remains the same until 
this day. Discussion of this question should 
bring out that although different members of 
the same species can be interbred, making 
a different variety, yet an apple cannot be 
made into an orange, or a cat into a dog, 
or an ape into a man. Nothing has evolved 
from one kind to another since the Creation, 
which disproves the theory of evolution.

6. They determine the seasons, days, and 
years (verse 14). They are our source of 
physical light (verse 15). Scientific investi-
gation has proved that the moon controls 
the tides. It is evident there could be no kind 
of life on the earth without the sun. Ask the 
students how this parallels the Christian’s 
dependence on spiritual “light,” bringing out 
that there could be no spiritual life without 
the “light of the world,” Jesus Christ (John 
8:12).

7. In verse 2, the Spirit of God moved upon 
the face of the waters. In verse 26, God 
said, “Let us make man in our image, after 
our likeness.” In the New Testament we 
read that, “All things were made by him [re-
ferring to Jesus]; and without him was not 
any thing made that was made” (John 1:3). 
This is reinforced in Colossians 1:16. Em-
phasize the fact that as one of the Godhead 
(John 5:18; Philippians 2:6), Jesus had 
an equal part in the Creation and should 
be honored as our Creator, as well as our 
Savior.
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4. What scientific principle is illustrated by each of these verses?

Job 26:7

Job 26:8

Job 26:10

Ecclesiastes 1:6

Ecclesiastes 1:7

Isaiah 40:22

Jeremiah 33:22

5. What is meant by the statement, “after his kind,” in the creation of the plants, water creatures, 

fowls, and animals?

6. Make a list of ways in which we benefit from the “lights” God made for us.

7. In studying the entire first chapter of Genesis, how is the existence of the Holy Trinity demon-

strated in the account of the Creation?

Though no declaration which God makes needs to be substantiated by evidence or argument, 

the portions of His wonderful Book that touch upon the subject of Creation still serve greatly to 

strengthen our faith. For example, the Psalmist proclaims, “The heavens declare the glory of God; 

and the firmament sheweth his handywork. Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night 

sheweth knowledge. There is no speech nor language, where their voice is not heard” (Psalm 

19:1-3). The heavens, and the earth also, are declaring to man by innumerable evidences—by the 

stars, by the seas, by the mountains, by the trees—that God is the Creator of all that is.
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Bring to class some nature books with lots of color 
pictures of living things. Display these books for the stu-
dents so that they may see the beauty, perfection, and 
wonders of God’s creation.

Divide a chalkboard or posterboard into three sections 
to represent the first three days of Creation. Write at the 
top of each section what was created on that day: Day 
1 — Light; Day 2 — Divided water; Day 3 — Dry land. 
Explain to your class that God’s Creation was done in 
an orderly way. On the first three days He created the 
realms. On the next three days He created the rulers of 
these realms. Have the class fill in what was created on 
these days: Day 4 — Sun/moon/stars; Day 5 — Birds/
fish; Day 6 — Animals/man.

Answers	for	ANSWER

SUPPLEMENTAL	QUESTIONS
What is the difference between making something and 
creating something?

What is the difference between the way you create 
something and the way God created things?

In the correct order, what was created on each of the six 
days of Creation?

What do you think it might have been like to have been 
there at the time God created our world?

Why is the Creation story so important?

How do we know that the Creation was the work of the 
Trinity?

What is the meaning of the word firmament?

Why do you suppose God created things in the order 
that He did?

In the ANSWER story, what had happened at school 
that disturbed Lynnda? What brought back her peace 
of mind?

THINGS	TO	DO
Toss the pieces of a jigsaw puzzle into the air, demon-
strating that they do not fall into a perfect picture. Do 
this several times, or have the students try it, to show 
that God’s Creation could not have just fallen into place 
accidentally.

Bring a microscope to class and examine the intricacies 
of a leaf, hair, drop of water, etc.

Make a class mural of God’s Creation. Let each student 
draw a picture of something that God created.

Show your class some pictures of different things God 
created. Divide a bulletin board into six sections and 
number them one to six representing the days of Cre-
ation. Have the students match each picture to the cor-
rect day on the bulletin board.
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Lesson	2

	 TEXT  Genesis 1:26-31; 2:7,18-23

	 SUPPLEMENTAL	SCRIPTURE  Genesis 5:1-2

	 OBJECTIVE  The students will realize that man is unique, differing 
from all God’s other creations in that he alone was cre-
ated in the image of God and has a living soul.

	 KEY	VERSE	FOR	ANSWER  God created man in his own image, in the image of God 
created he him. — Genesis 1:27

	 KEY	VERSE	FOR	SEARCH  And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, 
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man 
became a living soul. — Genesis 2:7

YOUR	OPENER

REFERENCE	INFORMATION
Create means “to cause to come into existence, form 
out of nothing.” Image is “an imitation of any person or 
thing, likeness.” These words have special significance 
in this lesson.

We see in this text the crowning achievement of God’s 
creation. It has been said that all other parts of creation 
are the effect of God’s Word, but man is the work of God, 
created in His image and likeness, by God’s hand.

Adam was the name God gave the first man. It comes 
from the Hebrew word meaning “of the ground.” He was 

	
	 ANSWER
	 TITLE:	 The	First	Man
	 SEARCH
	 TITLE:	 The	First	Man

created of the dust of the earth, the last of all the things 
created on the sixth day, the same day as the beasts, 
but by a separate act of creation and in the image of 
God. Adam received a special blessing—dominion 
over the earth and its inhabitants. Adam died 126 years 
before the birth of Noah. He was 930 years old when 
he died.

In the beginning God gave man vegetables and fruit to 
eat. The animals were to eat of the green herbs. It wasn’t 
until the fall of man that the animals began to prey on 
other animals.

11



5

RESPONSES
1. God made man for His glory. Everything 
was created for God’s glory and pleasure, 
but man has the added blessing of being 
created in God’s image. Ask your students, 
what man can do that the animals can’t do. 
Show that man was created a spiritual being 
who was given the ability to praise, thank, 
and worship his Maker. Since God made 
man to enjoy perfect fellowship with Him, 
how can that fellowship be deepened?

2. Allow time for your students to give their 
answers. Help them recognize that man 
was formed from the dust of the earth. The 
biologists of today confirm this: the basic 
elements of which man’s body is composed 
all came out of the dust. But his creation 
was unique in that man alone was created 
in the image of God, and was given a liv-
ing soul. As he came from the hand of his 
Creator, he was perfect in body, soul, and 
spirit, without a blemish or taint of sin—the 
noblest specimen of God’s handiwork.

3. When God breathed into man the breath 
of life, man received an immortal soul that 
he might be able to spend eternity with his 
Maker. See Ecclesiastes 12:7. Ask your 
students to define soul. Discussion of this 
should bring out that man’s soul is his spir-
itual, eternal essence—the part of him that 
lives forever.

Lesson	2

The First Man
TEXT: Genesis 1:26-31; 2:7,18-23

SUPPLEMENTAL	SCRIPTURE: Genesis 5:1-2

KEY	VERSE: And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nos-

trils the breath of life; and man became a living soul. — Genesis 2:7

What a person believes about his origin greatly affects his entire philosophy of life. If a man were 

convinced that he does not have an eternal soul, then it would seem to him that he would have 

no responsibility to God for the way he lives his life. But a person’s disbelief in the Bible does not 

release that one from his responsibility to God. As Christians, we believe that the most important 

decision a man can make is the one that will affect the eternal destiny of his soul. It is imperative 

that we arm ourselves against those who would erode this basic belief—that man was created by 

God in His own image and possesses a never-dying soul. We can do this by studying the Bible, 

God’s divine Word, with simplicity of faith.

1. When the initial part of the Creation was completed and the earth was in readiness, God 

performed His last creative act—He made man. Why did God make man? See Isaiah 43:7 and  

Revelation 4:11.

2. How was man’s physical body created? What factor made the creation of man unique or different 

from all the creative acts which had already taken place?

3. Man is distinguished from all other living creatures in that he alone possesses a living soul. How 

and why was man given a soul?
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4. Let students discuss their answers. Point 
out that man has an intellect, an ability to 
reason, a conscience, a capacity to choose, 
emotions, etc., all characteristics also pos-
sessed by God, but not to any significant 
extent by animals.

5. God said, “It is not good that the man 
should be alone; I will make him an help 
meet for him.” Lead the students into a dis-
cussion about the love God had for Adam. 
Such things as God putting him in the beau-
tiful Garden of Eden, and giving him the 
privilege of naming all the animals, birds, 
etc., show the elevated status of Adam. But 
among all of God’s creation there was not 
found a “help meet” for Adam, so God made 
a woman and brought her to Adam.

6. Begin your discussion of this Scripture 
by asking your students to define preemi-
nence. Lions dominate the jungle, sharks 
dominate the sea, yet man rules over all. 
God granted man superiority over all the 
animal kingdom. Reinforce the point that 
man is also the only one of God’s living 
creatures charged with responsibility con-
cerning his never-dying soul.

7. Your students’ answers should bring out 
that dominion means “responsible over-
sight and authority.” This does not mean 
freedom to exploit as one pleases. It is 
as though God gave to man the rights of 
managership, or stewardship. Final author-
ity belongs to God the Creator, but in His 
wisdom and love, God delegated responsi-
bility for management to mankind. Man as 
manager must report to God the owner, for 
with dominion goes accountability.

8. Responses to this question should bring 
out the thought that when a person is one 
with his Creator, he is one with His creation. 
Contemplation of nature, and the marvel 
of man’s creation may cause one to extol 
God’s greatness; but the person who has 
been born again and saved from sin by 
his faith in Christ has even more reason to 
shout: “O Lord our Lord, how excellent is 
thy name in all the earth!”

4. Genesis 1:26-27 states that man was created in God’s image and likeness. What does this 

mean to you?

5. Causing a deep sleep to come upon Adam, God took one of Adam’s ribs and from it created a 

woman. Then He brought the woman to Adam for a helpmate. Why did God feel man needed a 

helpmate?

6. Read Psalm 8:4-8. What place was man given in God’s creation?

7. What is meant by the word dominion, in Genesis 1:28?

8. How will the Christian look at God’s creations differently than the non-Christian?
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is. Even so, doctors and scientists have worked and 
experimented until they are able to transplant most of 
the parts. But they cannot start from scratch and make 
a living soul. God created a soul in man and that is what 
makes man unique. Animals can move about and do 
things that are instinctive to their kind, but only man, 
through his soul, can touch the heart of God.

Answers	for	ANSWER

SUPPLEMENTAL	QUESTIONS
What is your soul?

What makes man unique?

Who was God speaking to when He said, “Let us make 
man in our image”?

Adam was created from the dust of the ground. How was 
Eve created?

Why did God make a wife for Adam?

Did Adam have anything to keep him busy? If so, what?

In the ANSWER story, what is the reader to imagine?

Why was it important for God to create the other things 
before He created man?

THINGS	TO	DO
Have an interview session with your class. Ask one stu-
dent to be Adam, another to be a reporter asking Adam 
questions such as: “How did the earth look the first time 
you saw it?” “How did you feel when you saw Eve?” 
“What were some of the things you and God talked about 
when you walked with Him in the Garden?”

Bring clay or playdough to Sunday school and let stu-
dents mold a man from it. Show that there is no life.

Use an ink pad to take each child’s fingerprint, pointing 
out that each one is unique. (Bring a magnifying glass.)

Show the students some charts of the human body 
which picture the skeletal system, the muscular system, 
the heart, etc. Talk about how complex the human body 
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Lesson	3

	 TEXT  Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-19

	 SUPPLEMENTAL	SCRIPTURE  James 1:2-3,12-15

	 OBJECTIVE  The students will understand that temptation comes to 
all, but that it is yielding to temptation that results in sin. 
They will further realize that if we ask for it, God does 
give strength to overcome temptation.

	 KEY	VERSE	FOR	ANSWER  The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temp-
tations. — 2 Peter 2:9

	 KEY	VERSE	FOR	SEARCH  There hath no temptation taken you but such as is com-
mon to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you 
to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the 
temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be 
able to bear it. — 1 Corinthians 10:13

YOUR	OPENER																									

REFERENCE	INFORMATION
God put man in the Garden with the instructions to dress 
it and keep it. Undoubtedly the Creator felt that man 
would be happier if given some type of activity. God 
placed one restriction upon our foreparents and, sad to 
say, they failed to be obedient in that.

Verse 6 of our text states that the tree was “good for 
food,” “pleasant to the eyes,” and a tree “to make one 
wise.” Adam Clarke brings out that these are representa-
tive of the three sources from which all moral evil sprang. 

They are exactly what the Apostle calls the desire of the 
flesh (the tree was good for food); the desire of the eye 
(the tree was pleasant to the sight); and the pride of life 
(the tree would bring wisdom).

The first sin in the universe was an act of free will in 
which the creature deliberately, responsibly, and with 
adequate understanding of the issues, chose to corrupt 
the holy, godly character with which God originally en-
dowed His creation.

	
	 ANSWER
	 TITLE:	 Tim’s	Birthday	Surprise
	 SEARCH
	 TITLE:	 The	First	Temptation	and	Sin

15



7

RESPONSES
1. Originally tempt meant “to test or try.” It is 
generally defined as “to try to persuade (a 
person), induce, entice, allure, especially to 
something sensually pleasurable or immor-
al.” However, it is important to make clear 
to your students that this lesson is dealing 
with temptation that would lead into sin. You 
might ask your students what some of the 
different types of temptation are.

2. Allow time for your students to give their 
definitions. Consider using 1 John 3:4 as 
part of your response. The dictionary de-
fines sin as “the breaking of religious law 
or a moral principle, especially through a 
willful act.” Where there is no knowledge 
of good and evil, sin cannot be imputed. 
See Romans 5:13. Eve, who knew exactly 
what the Lord had told her not to do, trans-
gressed when she yielded.

3. Your students may have a variety of 
answers. However, the main thought that 
should come from this question is the fact 
that God made man with the power of 
choice—He made man a free moral agent. 
He could have served God implicitly, obey-
ing and believing Him. Through the ages 
of time man has been faced with making 
a choice between obeying God or giving in 
to temptation to do wrong. You may wish 
to ask for examples of Biblical characters 
who escaped sinning by their choice of not 
yielding to temptation. Some examples may 
include the three Hebrew children, Daniel, 
and Joseph.

Lesson	3

The First Temptation and Sin
TEXT: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-19

SUPPLEMENTAL	SCRIPTURE: James 1:2-3, 12-15

KEY	VERSE: There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faith-

ful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also 

make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it. — 1 Corinthians 10:13

Temptation is the means by which Satan attempts to deceive mankind into disobeying God. It is 

the common lot of all. But a Christian who faces up to temptation and utilizes the source of his 

strength—the overcoming power of God—will not fall into sin as did Adam and Eve.

1. What is the dictionary definition of the word tempt?

2. Give a definition of sin.

3. Temptation always precedes sin and yet it is obvious the two are not the same. Yielding to 

Satan’s temptations is what causes sin. What means did God provide for Adam and Eve to escape 

yielding to the temptation?
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4. His question contained the charac-ter-
istic of instilling a doubt in the mind of Eve 
regarding God’s Word. Satan is a disputer, 
and many times he openly challenges; but 
at other times he comes quietly, and very 
subtly presents a question in the mind as 
to whether it is actually wrong to do some-
thing under certain circumstances. Ask the 
students to give some examples of how the 
devil uses these methods today.

5. Since Adam and Eve had known nothing 
but good, the only thing they could gain was 
the knowledge of evil and the awful sorrow 
it causes in a life. This knowledge brought 
condemnation, and plunged the whole hu-
man race into sin.

6. “Ye shall not surely die.” As sin was intro-
duced by a lie, so has it been mainly sus-
tained and propagated. Lies are conceived 
in the mind and heart. They may be uttered 
by the lips or they may be acted out in life. 
That which presents the unreal as truth, 
or is meant to deceive by what is said or 
unsaid, is a lie.

7. This question could lend itself to some 
lengthy discussion. You might want to split 
your class three ways for a few minutes and 
have each group explain one of the follow-
ing: lust of the flesh, lust of the eyes, and 
the pride of life. Then bring the groups back 
together and have one person from each 
group tell what that group’s thoughts were. 
The class should conclude that their natu-
ral senses—sight, taste, touch, hearing, 
smell—are their contacts with the world. 
The lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, 
and the pride of life were all included in the 
first temptation, and every other one that 
has followed.

8. You may want to use a circle response to 
get a variety of answers. (Always remem-
ber to inform the students that if they prefer 
not to contribute, they may pass, and you 
will go on to the next student.) The students’ 
answers may include: fleeing from tempta-
tion, avoiding situations which would make 
one vulnerable to temptation, keeping a 
spirit of worship and praise to God in the 
heart, placing a high value on what God has 
said, fortifying themselves  with the Word of 
God, and having the indwelling of the Holy 
Spirit. See Isaiah 59:19.

4. How did the serpent’s question, “Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the gar-

den?” lead into temptation?

5. The devil promised Eve that she and Adam would be as gods, knowing good and evil. What 

could they gain by yielding?

6. Sin was introduced by the first lie. What was the first lie? What are the characteristics of a lie?

7. Using 1 John 2:16, what are the points of contact with the world that would lead us into tempta-

tion?

8. John 17:15,16 indicates that we do not need to be taken out of the world in order to be kept from 

evil. List several things we can do to avoid being overcome by temptation.

Through man’s temptation and subsequent yielding, the curse of sin was brought into the world. 

But God offers mercy through His plan of redemption. The first promise of this is given in Genesis 

3:15. On the Cross, the heel of the Savior was bruised in death, but the head of the serpent (Satan) 

is bruised every time a lost soul is redeemed or one of God’s redeemed withstands temptation.
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That is what traps him! Satan does the same thing. He 
doesn’t show you the big trap you will be caught up in if 
you sin. He just shows you the tantalizing bits of plea-
sure. But that moment of pleasure can trap you so that 
you are controlled by sin. Take a good look at the plea-
sures around you, then look beyond them to see where 
they will lead you. Don’t get trapped!

Take to class a fishhook and bait, mousetrap, flypaper, 
duck call, and other such traps and ask what they have 
in common. Discuss and list things that might be “traps” 
for us.

Have two students do a dialogue between Adam and 
Eve as she tempts him to bite into the forbidden fruit.

Answers	for	ANSWER

SUPPLEMENTAL	QUESTIONS
How does Adam’s and Eve’s disobedience affect us?

What is sin?

Realizing that no one is free from temptation, can you 
name some types of temptation that different individuals 
and groups of people (children, teenagers, young adults, 
etc.) might have to face?

What do you think Adam and Eve may have had to do 
to dress and keep the Garden? Would they have had to 
weed, prune, spray? Why or why not?

Why would God not want man to eat of the fruit from the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil?

What is the meaning of the word subtil? In what way 
does this characteristic show up in the temptations of 
people today?

Adam and Eve knew what God told them to do and did 
something different. How did their choice affect all their 
descendants?

In what ways do our choices to do right or wrong affect 
others?

In the ANSWER story, how was Tim tempted? How did 
his choice affect him? others?

How would you explain the difference between tempta-
tion and sinning?

THINGS	TO	DO
Show your students two boxes—one wrapped beauti-
fully and one plainly. Have something good or beautiful 
in the plain box; nothing in the fancy one. Explain how 
the things that look tempting may not always prove to be 
the best choice.

Needed: Mousetrap and bait (cheese). How could any 
mouse be dumb enough to walk into this big wooden 
trap? But when you set a trap, the mouse doesn’t look at 
the wood and springs and such. All he sees is the bait, 
that small bit of good cheese you have set there for him. 
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Lesson	4

	 TEXT  Genesis 6:5-22; 7:1-24

	 SUPPLEMENTAL	SCRIPTURE  Matthew 24:37-39

	 OBJECTIVE  The students will realize that wickedness, unless re-
pented of, will bring judgment. They will further see, 
through the example of Noah and his family, that God 
provides a way of escape from judgment for those who 
turn to Him.

	 KEY	VERSE	FOR	ANSWER  The seed of the righteous shall be delivered. 
— Proverbs 11:21

	 KEY	VERSE	FOR	SEARCH  Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, 
and shut thy doors about thee: hide thyself as it were 
for a little moment, until the indignation be overpast.  
— Isaiah 26:20

YOUR	OPENER																																

REFERENCE	INFORMATION
Noah’s ark is referred to in Matthew 24:38 and Luke 
17:27 as a warning of coming judgment; in Hebrews 
11:7 as an example of faith; and in 1 Peter 3:20 as an 
example of the “long-suffering of God,” followed by di-
saster for the disobedient, but salvation for the few who 
entered the ark. Noah was tenth in descent from Adam 
in the line of Seth. When he was 480 years old, he was 
warned of God that the world would be destroyed by 
water. He was then given exact instructions for build-
ing the ark.

The ark had room for about 7,000 animals. It is esti-

mated that the building of it took 120 years. The ark’s 
measurements are taken from Genesis 6:14-16: 547 
feet long, about 91 feet wide, 54 1/2 feet high. In the 
English system, the cubit is 18 inches. 

The Flood occurred in approximately 2350 B.C. The 
floodwaters began in Noah’s 600th year, increased 
steadily for 40 days, maintained their mountain-covering 
depth for 110 more days, and then subsided sufficiently 
for Noah to disembark in the mountains of Ararat after 
another 221 days. Noah, his family and the animals were 
in the ark about a year. See Genesis 7:11 and 8:13.

	
	 ANSWER
	 TITLE:	 Where	Have	You	Been?
	 SEARCH
	 TITLE:	 The	First	Plan	of	Escape
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RESPONSES
1. The earth was to be destroyed by a flood, 
but the ark would provide a way of escape 
for those inside. God gave Noah explicit 
dimensions and directions for building the 
ark. Ask your students what kind of labor 
and time went into building the ark? How 
does this correspond to the effort on man’s 
part toward his salvation? God freely gives 
His salvation, but there must be consider-
able diligence and effort on man’s part to 
act and live as God would have him. Noah 
probably felt almost overwhelmed when 
confronted with his task, but knew it was 
well worthwhile when the Flood came. In 
like measure, people sometimes feel that 
it is almost more than they can do to live a 
Christian life, “but he that endureth to the 
end shall be saved.” It will be well worth 
any effort demanded if, at the end of life, 
the person can see Jesus and enter into 
eternal life.

2. The ark was made of gopher wood, 
sealed within and without with pitch, three 
hundred cubits long, fifty cubits wide, by 
thirty cubits high. The ark was to have three 
stories with a door in the side and a window 
at the top. Noah had faith that if he followed 
God’s directions the finished product would 
accomplish the purpose that God intended. 
In order to build such a large vessel, where 
did Noah and his sons obtain so much lum-
ber and of such huge sizes as would be 
needed? He could not order it from the lum-
beryard; he had to go to the forest to hew it. 
The purpose of this question is to bring out 
the enormity of the project that faced Noah 
and his family in order to be spared from 
the Flood.

3. God gave Noah seven days to get his 
family and the animals into the ark. It seems 
that God gave the people a last chance to 
repent. Have your students rehearse the 
events just before the Flood came. Though 
the people had not believed Noah’s warning 
of the impending flood, one might expect 
that they would have felt some curiosity 
when they saw all the animals going into 
the ark. The Bible tells us that men are will-
ingly ignorant concerning the things of God 
(2 Peter 3:5). Ask your students to identify 
some of the events happening in the world 
today that point to Jesus Christ’s imminent 
Second Coming to earth.

Lesson	4

The First Plan of Escape
TEXT: Genesis 6:5-22; 7:1-24

SUPPLEMENTAL	SCRIPTURE: Matthew 24:37-39

KEY	VERSE: Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors about thee: hide 

thyself as it were for a little moment, until the indignation be overpast. — Isaiah 26:20

Just a few generations after Adam’s sin, God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the 

earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. Being 

grieved with this condition, God decreed judgment upon corrupt mankind, but “Noah found grace 

in the eyes of the Lord” and he and his family were spared from destruction. Thus we find from 

the beginning of God’s dealings with men that His love provides, for those who repent, a way of 

escape from judgment.

1. Why was Noah told to build the ark, and from what source did he receive instructions to build 

such a vessel?

2. Give a description of the ark. How did Noah know that it would be seaworthy, or even float?

3. What took place as soon as Noah was finished building the ark? What space of time came be-

tween this event and the actual Flood? What significance can be placed upon this circumstance?
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4. God shut the door of the ark. Have the 
students talk about the finality of a God-
closed door (Revelation 3:7). Perhaps the 
cries of the people perishing on the outside 
of the ark caused pity in the hearts of the 
family inside, but Noah could not open the 
door to admit anyone. Ask your students to 
parallel this to God’s warning which comes 
to mankind today to enter the door of mercy 
while it is open. They should conclude that 
the day will come when it will be closed 
forever. See Luke 13:24-25.

5. God will never destroy the righteous 
with the wicked, because He has pledged 
that He will not do so. Bring out the fact, 
with your students’ participation, that some 
right eous people have died along with the 
ungodly in times of crises such as fires, 
floods, and wars. Jonathan was an exem-
plary man, yet he died in war along with 
his backslidden father, but there was a dif-
ference. No doubt Jonathan’s soul went to 
eternal bliss, while King Saul’s soul went to 
a lost eternity. Scripture shows us that God 
will not destroy the righteous with the unre-
pentant wicked. Refer to Genesis 18:23-25 
and the key verse. Point out that death for 
the Christian is not destruction but, rather, 
a transition to eternal life.

6. The earth will be destroyed by fire. What 
was destroyed in Noah’s time? God was 
grieved with the sins of men, so He de-
stroyed mankind and all the animals that 
did not go into the ark. In the last days 
“the heavens shall pass away with a great 
noise, and the elements shall melt with fer-
vent heat, the earth also and the works that 
are therein shall be burned up.” Emphasize 
the truth that the sins of men are under 
God’s judgment. The only place of safety 
is in God’s grace through repentance and 
forsaking of sin.

7. “As the days of Noe were, so shall also 
the coming of the Son of man be.” Ask your 
students what characterized the hearts of 
men in Noah’s time? Discussion should 
bring out the fact that the sins of men were 
great and their hearts were only evil con-
tinually. Jesus taught that just prior to His 
coming back to earth, the actions of men 
would be much the same. He emphasized 
that people continued living their lives just 
as if no judgment had been pronounced. 
As the antediluvians found no reprieve from 
the Flood after the door of the ark was shut, 
so those who refuse to repent while God’s 
love is calling will find no place of repen-
tance after the door of mercy has been 
closed—only a lost eternity.

4. Who shut the door when Noah and his family were in the ark? Why?

5. Because Noah was a righteous man, he was saved from the Flood. Do you feel that God will 

eventually destroy the righteous with the wicked when He sends judgment upon the earth again? 

Why or why not?

6. Explain how the earth will eventually be destroyed. See 2 Peter 3:10.

7. What similarity is there between the days of Noah and the days in which we live? Matthew 24:37-39.
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to save Noah and any who would believe and follow 
him into it. Eight people, in all, were saved from that 
destruction. CROSS — God sent Jesus to die for us. If 
we will believe and follow Him we will be saved from the 
end-time destruction. How many people, in all, will be 
saved?

Bring a road map and a Bible to class. Have your class 
look at the map and help you choose a starting point and 
a destination. Decide the best road to travel. Now that 
you know the best way, it would make no sense to start 
traveling on back roads or streets that go in the opposite 
direction. The same is true when we know we want our 
destination to be Heaven. The Bible is our road map and 
it tells us that the only way to get there is to repent of our 
sins. How foolish to think we can get to Heaven in any 
other way.

Answers	for	ANSWER

SUPPLEMENTAL	QUESTIONS
Why did Noah and his family escape destruction?

How old was Noah when the Flood came?

How long did it rain upon the earth?

What were some of the characteristics of Noah that 
caused him to find favor with God? Why might these 
characteristics be important to people today?

Noah was given very specific instructions. How impor-
tant is it to follow directions in order to escape judgment 
or to reach desired goals?

What are the directions for escaping sin and judgment?

Think how it must have been for Noah to build the ark. 
How would you feel if you did not understand boat build-
ing yet were directed to build a craft with which you were 
not familiar?

What is coming upon the earth soon, that God compared 
to the time of the Flood?

Noah escaped by obeying God. What must we do to 
prepare for Heaven?

What comparisons might be made between conditions 
on the earth today and those in Noah’s time?

Do you think God will again destroy man from the face of 
the earth? Why or why not?

In the ANSWER story, Kim disobeyed her parents. What 
did she do to cover up for her disobedience? Will a 
“cover-up” keep one from being punished? Why or why 
not?

THINGS	TO	DO
Using the alphabet as a guide, ask each student to name 
an item that went into the ark; for example, A — aard-
vark, B — baboon, C — cat. If a student cannot think of 
something, just go on to the next person.

Show your students pictures of the ark and a cross. 
Explain them in this way: ARK — The ark was prepared 

22



Lesson	5

	 TEXT  Genesis 11:1-9; 1 Corinthians 3:9-15

	 SUPPLEMENTAL	SCRIPTURE  Isaiah 55:6-9

	 OBJECTIVE  The students will be able to enumerate the mistakes of 
the people of Babel which led to their failure: that these 
descendants of Noah, in building a city and tower, at-
tempted to find their own security and exalt themselves, 
ignoring God’s command to replenish the earth. They 
will be able to cite the blessings that come by building 
their spiritual structure according to God’s Word.

	 KEY	VERSE	FOR	ANSWER  Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit 
before a fall. — Proverbs 16:18

	 KEY	VERSE	FOR	SEARCH  Thus saith the Lord; Cursed be the man that trusteth in 
man, and maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart depar-
teth from the Lord. — Jeremiah 17:5

YOUR	OPENER																																				

REFERENCE	INFORMATION
The building of Babel took place approximately one hun-
dred years after the Flood. The people of Babel came 
from the East, which, in the Bible, generally refers to plac-
es east of the Euphrates River. This would have been in 
the general area of Mt. Ararat in Turkey, where Noah’s ark 
is thought to have settled. At that time the people of the 

earth, all descendants of Noah, were united by the strong 
bond of a common language which most scholars suppose 
to be Hebrew. The exact location of Shinar, where Babel 
was located, is unknown, but most likely it was not far from 
the area of old Babylon, which was near the Euphrates 
River. This is in the central part of modern Iraq.

	
	 ANSWER
	 TITLE:	 The	First	Skyscraper
	 SEARCH
	 TITLE:	 The	First	Skyscraper
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RESPONSES
1. Genesis 11:3 says, “they said one to anoth-
er.” Obviously they left God out of their plans. 
The students should be made to realize the 
importance of including God in all their plans. 
James 4:13-17 gives us some key words—“If 
the Lord will, . . .”

2. Verse 4 tells us that they desired to make 
themselves a name, and they wanted to pre-
vent their being scattered over the face of the 
whole earth. Here is an opportunity to point out 
that God pays particular attention to men’s mo-
tives and their desires to obey or disobey Him. 
The class should realize that pride figured 
strongly in the motives of these people. Prov-
erbs 16:18 says, “Pride goeth before destruc-
tion, and an haughty spirit before a fall.” The 
second reason given in verse 4 was in conflict 
with God’s command to Noah and his poster-
ity (Genesis 9:1). The men of Babel wished 
to concentrate their power and kingdom as a 
people, rather than do as God had instructed, 
to repopulate the earth. Men’s  desires often 
result in an attempt to ration alize away God’s 
Word by wresting Scripture out of context, and 
by explanations which, in essence, say God 
didn’t mean what He said. If our plans are in 
conflict with God’s Word, we can be sure they 
will meet with disaster.

3. God himself visited the people at Babel. The 
students should understand that God is vitally 
interested in how each one builds his spiritual 
house, so interested, in fact, that He visits peo-
ple individually by His Holy Spirit, speaking to 
each one’s conscience. He also visits them at 
times through Christians who preach to them 
the Word of God. His Holy Spirit witnesses to 
each soul as to what the truth is. Discuss with 
the class other ways in which the Lord makes 
His visits known to man.

4. In this case, the Lord chose a simple non-
violent means of terminating the Babel proj-
ect—confusion of tongues. Discuss with the 
class how the subsequent scattering of the 
people accomplished God’s twofold purpose. 
It imposed restraint on man’s ability to consoli-
date his defiance of God, and accomplished 
the command given to Noah and his sons 
to repopulate the earth. This is a chance to 
point out that if a Christian’s plans seem to be 
blocked, he should take a second look at them 
to be sure of God’s guidance. As Christians, 
we should not make it difficult for God to ac-
complish His purpose in us. See Philippians 
2:13.

5. God furnishes the foundation of our spir itual 
house (1 Corinthians 3:11), which is Jesus 
Christ. Here is an opportunity to teach salva-
tion from sin through faith in Christ. God’s part 

Lesson	5

The First Skyscraper
TEXT: Genesis 11:1-9; 1 Corinthians 3:9-15

SUPPLEMENTAL	SCRIPTURE: Isaiah 55:6-9

KEY	VERSE: Thus saith the Lord; Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his 

arm, and whose heart departeth from the Lord. — Jeremiah 17:5

It is astounding that, with Noah still alive about one hundred years after the Flood, the people of 

the earth should so lose their fear of God that they did not hesitate to join themselves in a project 

defying Him. Building a tower and concentrating their population instead of spreading out and 

repopulating the earth as God had commanded (Genesis 9:1), demonstrated their independent 

spirit and resistance to God. Because of their disobedience, God intervened and confused their 

language, thus preventing the world from again being given over totally to sin and lawlessness. 

God’s Word is our blueprint for building our spiritual house. Deviation from this blueprint will result 

in the same confusion and disaster experienced by the people of Babel.

1. Who did the people of Babel consult with as they made plans to build a city and a tower? Who 

should they have approached about the matter? Why?

2. Note here two reasons why the men of Babel decided to build a city and a tower whose “top 

may reach unto heaven.”

3. Who visited the people as they attempted to build the city and tower at Babel, and why? Is God 

interested in our plans today? Why or why not?
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is His grace imparted at salvation. Our part 
is believing on the Lord Jesus Christ with all 
our hearts, having confessed and repented 
of all our sins. We must co-labor with God in 
order to be kept from sin. Our part is to study 
and apply God’s Word to our lives, and to do 
as Jesus said, “Watch and pray, that ye enter 
not into temptation.” God’s part is to give His 
peace and power, “And the peace of God, 
which passeth all understanding, shall keep 
your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus” 
(Philippians 4:7).

6. The students should recognize that sanc-
tification and the baptism of the Holy Ghost 
are precious stones in one’s spiritual house, 
without which it cannot be completed. Sanctifi-
cation brings a special unity with Jesus Christ 
and God’s purposes into the life. The baptism 
provides the Christian with power to witness 
for the Lord. The character attributes of Gala-
tians 5:22-23 and 1 Peter 1:5-7 are part of the 
gold and silver with which the spiritual house 
can be overlaid. Mark 16:15 and Revelation 
12:11 further remind us that witnessing for 
Jesus is an indispensable part of one’s spiri-
tual house. Galatians 3:2-3 reminds us that 
trusting in one’s own works, proceeding with 
spiritual pride and self-righteousness, is to 
build with “wood, hay or stubble.” Explore with 
the students other concerns such as priorities, 
lukewarmness, and carnality. Any deviation 
from God’s blueprint, the Bible, is using these 
latter materials.

7. The word fire is most often used to mean 
“trials and temptations,” but in this case it refers 
to the final testing time when Jesus returns to 
earth. Extend your students’ thinking to include 
God’s special revelation regarding the motives 
back of what one does in His service. It is pos-
sible to be doing many of the right things but 
with self at the center instead of giving all glory 
to Jesus Christ. See 2 Corinthians 13:5.

8. Use this as a wrap-up by turning to Mat-
thew 7:21-23, and also 1 Samuel 16:7. The 
students should realize that God knows our 
thoughts and our motives as well as all our ac-
tions. Obedience is the key factor in our lives. 
If we fail to obey we will someday hear those 
words, “I never knew you: depart from me, ye 
that work iniquity.” If our spiritual house is to 
withstand the “fire” it must conform day by day 
to God’s Holy Word. Should we find through 
prayer and Bible study, with self-examination, 
that we need to improve, Christ has promised 
to reveal even this to us. See Philippians 3:15. 
Let us be sure that we are adding “gold and 
silver” to our Christian character daily so that, 
should Jesus come at any moment, or we be 
called suddenly to leave this world, we will be 
greeted with the words, “Well done, thou good 
and faithful servant.”

4. What action did the Lord decide to take regarding the building project at Babel? Why?

5. As Christians, we are co-laborers with God in building our spiritual house. List several things 

which show God’s part in this labor. List several things which show our part.

6. In 1 Corinthians 3:12, the writer mentions various materials which one might use to build his 

spiritual house. Note here several Christians’ experiences and Christian character attributes which 

he may be referring to as “gold, silver, precious stones.” Now contrast these with what you think 

the writer may mean by “wood, hay, stubble.” See John 17:17; Acts 2:39; Galatians 3:2-3; 5:22-23; 

Hebrews 6:1; James 1:22 and 1 Peter 1:5-7.

7. Explain what you feel the word fire refers to in 1 Corinthians 3:13.

8. How is it possible to lose the heavenly reward which we might have gained in our service for 

Christ? And how is it possible to be assured of that reward?
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a building to represent a business or home, a church to 
represent church attendance, money to represent good 
works, and books on etiquette and manners to represent 
good living habits.

At the end of the lesson give each student a piece of pa-
per and a pencil and have him write in his own words the 
story that was presented to him and what he has learned 
during class time.

To illustrate the consequence of the pride and disobe-
dience of the men of Babel, have the students name 
as many different languages and dialects as they can. 
Stress the fact that, although we speak different lan-
guages and come from different backgrounds, God can 
still speak to each heart and wants us all to love and 
obey Him.

Answers	for	ANSWER

SUPPLEMENTAL	QUESTIONS
Imagine the people of Babel living today. How would you 
explain to them the way to be happy?

What is the meaning of the word babble, as used in our 
language today? Relate this definition to our lesson.

Is there proof of the tower of Babel in the world today? 
What is that proof?

Can you think of things that would be different if the 
tower of Babel had never been built?

Why did the men of Babel want to build a city and a 
tower?

What did God do to the men of Babel as a result of their 
disobedience?

What is the meaning of verses 13 and 15 of our 1 Cor-
inthians text?

In the ANSWER story, Mark made a suggestion for a 
quicker route to school. Was it a good idea? Why or why 
not?

THINGS	TO	DO
Have someone start to tell your students a story, then 
switch into a foreign language (or use a tape). This will 
help to illustrate the confusion which resulted when the 
language was suddenly changed at Babel.

Draw a tower with windows, taping a square of paper 
over each window. Under each square, write a question 
concerning the lesson. Let each child pick a window and 
answer the question.

Take a recipe to class. Ask your students to help you 
alter it “just a little.” For example: put in six eggs instead 
on one, powdered sugar instead of flour (it looks the 
same, doesn’t it?), salt instead of sugar. Then ask what 
the result will be. This helps to illustrate that we should 
not attempt to do things in our own way and ignore God’s 
plan.

Have the students do drawings to represent things in 
which people of our day may take pride. For example: 
a book to represent education and religious knowledge, 

26



Lesson	6

 TEXT Genesis 12:1-3; 17:1-8

 SUPPLEMENTAL SCRIPTURE Psalm 1:1-6

 OBJECTIVE The students will be able to list the benefits that came 
to Abraham through believing and following God. They 
will further be able to cite the benefits that come to 
Christians today when they follow the same course of 
action.

 KEY	VERSE	FOR	ANSWER I am thy shield, and thy exceeding great reward. 
— Genesis 15:1

 KEY	VERSE	FOR	SEARCH Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ: By whom also we have 
access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and 
rejoice in hope of the glory of God. — Romans 5:1-2

YOUR	OPENER																													

REFERENCE	INFORMATION
The account in Genesis 12:1-3 takes place about four 
hundred years after the Flood, and already man had 
forgotten God. In verse 2, God promises Abram to 
“make thy name great.” Abram means “a high father.” 
Abraham means “the father of a multitude of nations.”

Abraham was 100 years old when Isaac was born, the 
beginning of the fulfillment of God’s promise of many 
descendants.

The first use of the word Hebrew is found in Genesis 
14:13. There doesn’t seem to be a clear meaning for its 
origin. The first suggestion in Smith’s Bible Dictionary 
is that Abraham was called Hebrew because he had 
crossed the river. His original home, Ur, was near the 
Euphrates River. The name also may have referred to 
his ancestor Heber (“Eber” in Genesis 11:14), the great 
grandson of Shem.

	
	 ANSWER
	 TITLE:	 God’s	Promise	to	Abraham
	 SEARCH
	 TITLE:	 The	First	Hebrew

27



13

RESPONSES
1. The first three verses of our text establish 
the framework for this lesson and reveal 
the seven special promises that were given 
to Abram. God’s promises to Abram were 
conditioned on his leaving his country and 
kindred. Ask your students if Abram would 
have benefited from the promises if he had 
not followed God’s command. Sum up this 
question by bringing out that receiving the 
fulfillment of God’s promises is based on 
some prerequisites. Then move directly to 
the next question.

2. God has made many promises to the 
saved and unsaved. Starting with the uni-
versal call to repentance, God promises 
eternal life, the fruit of the Spirit, spiritual 
experiences, healing, etc. Added to these, 
He has promised that we can be joint heirs 
with Christ. But as Abram had to leave his 
country and kindred, so must we be willing 
to turn our backs on our former life, and 
become new creatures in Christ. Also, as 
Abram believed God, we, too, must ex-
ercise faith and look for that City “whose 
builder and maker is God.”

3. Discussion of this question should bring 
out that the promise, “in thee shall all fami-
lies of the earth be blessed,” refers to the 
coming of a Savior—Jesus. What a won-
derful promise! Ask the class if they think 
Abram knew just what this promise meant. 
Might it be possible that there are depths 
to some of the promises God has given us 
that are not fully understood yet?

4. In Genesis 17:8 we read that God prom-
ised the land of Canaan to Abraham and his 
children forever. He confirmed the covenant 
in many other Scriptures: Genesis 12:7; 
13:15; 15:7,18; 26:3; 35:12; 50:24; Exodus 
6:8; Leviticus 20:24; Numbers 14:8; Deu-
teronomy 6:10; 31:20; Joshua 5:6; Judges 
2:1. The students should understand that 
this land was given to Abraham’s descen-
dants by the Lord and it should be theirs 
today.

5. God knew that a covenant between 
Himself and Abram required a close com-
munion, and that required perfection. God 
is still looking for sinless perfection—not 
absolute perfection. Sin is the deliberate 
transgression of the known will of God, 
to do something one knows he shouldn’t, 
or failure to do what he knows he should 
do. Mistakes, errors, miscalculations, and 
oversights are not sin, but are human frail-
ties that we should ask the Lord to help us 
overcome.

6. Some of the New Testament references 
on perfection: Matthew 19:21; Luke 6:40; 
John 17:23; 2 Corinthians 13:11; Ephe sians 

Lesson	6

The First Hebrew
TEXT: Genesis 12:1-3; 17:1-8

SUPPLEMENTAL	SCRIPTURE: Psalm 1:1-6

KEY	VERSE: Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ: By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope 

of the glory of God. — Romans 5:1-2

God is continually looking for one who will make up the hedge and stand in the gap (Ezekiel 22:30). 

Often He is disappointed, but the Bible tells us of some who did respond to the call of God. Among 

these was Abraham. Because of his implicit faith in God, he is known as “the Friend of God” (James 

2:23). Isn’t it wonderful that Jesus said we, too, can be His friend (John 15:14-15)?

1. What were the promises that God made to Abram and on what were they conditioned?

2. List some promises God has made to you and reflect on what you have to do to receive them.

3. Of the seven promises God gave to Abram, which do you consider to be the most important to 

us? Why?

4. Genesis 12:1 tells us Abram was promised a land which God would show him. Where was that 

land? What other verse in our text brings out God’s promise that He would give this land to Abram’s 

descendants?

28

ADDITIONAL	DISCUSSION	NOTES



14

4:13; Philippians 3:15; Colossians 1:28; 
2 Timothy 3:17; Hebrews 13:20-21; James 
1:4; 1 Peter 5:10.

7. Genesis 17:5 indicates that his name 
was changed as a confirmation of God’s 
promise that he would be the father of many 
nations. This was the first recorded instance 
in the Bible where God changed a person’s 
name. Ask your students some of the ways 
God confirms His promises to people today. 
For example: His Spirit bears witness with 
our spirit, He brings to our minds portions 
of Scripture which confirm a promise, or He 
allows another person to receive the same 
assurance.

8. Allow time for your students to discuss 
each verse. For example, verse 1 of this 
Psalm might remind them that Abram fol-
lowed God’s leading rather than seek the 
advice of the ungodly (Genesis 12:1,5). 
Verse 2: Abraham’s delight was in his com-
munion with God, and he often built altars 
unto the Lord (Genesis 12:7; 13:18). Verse 
3: He was very prosperous (Genesis 12:2). 
Verse 4: When four ungodly kings fought 
against Sodom and Gomorrah and took 
Lot captive, Abraham overcame them with 
318 men (Genesis 14:14,15). Verse 5: He 
recovered all the spoil, and the four kings 
fled before him (Genesis 14:16). Verse 6: 
The Lord knoweth the way of the righteous, 
and He knew Abraham’s heart and ways 
(Genesis 18:19).

9. Your students’ examples of the phrases, 
“walketh not in the counsel of the ungod-
ly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor 
sitteth in the seat of the scornful” should 
reinforce the necessity of being separate 
from the world if they are to receive the 
blessing of God. Just as Abram left Haran 
and the things with which he was familiar, 
so must they disassociate themselves from 
things which might interfere with whatever 
God calls them to do.

10. As your students talk this over, they 
should conclude that prosperity does not 
mean only financial plenty. Direct them to 
Matthew 6:33 which promises that if we 
seek first the Kingdom of God and His 
right eousness then all these things will be 
added unto us. God knows what is best 
for us, and if we are living according to His 
Word and His will, then we can be sure that 
whatever happens to us is for our good. 
Conclude your class session by consider-
ing Abraham once more. As he stepped 
out in faith to obey God’s command, did 
he see prosperity every step of the way? 
Did he immediately see the blessings that 
had been promised him? Christians today 
may, like Abraham, have to walk by faith for 
a time. But consider the eternal reward for 
doing so!

5. When Abram was ninety-nine years old God told him to “walk before me and be thou perfect.” Ex-

plain in your own words what this means. Why did God require this of Abram? See Genesis 17:2.

6. In His sermon on the mount, Jesus tells us to be perfect (Matthew 5:48). How many other refer-

ences to perfection can you find in the New Testament?

7. What significance is there in the fact that God changed Abram’s name to Abraham?

8. List some ways that Psalm 1 might apply to Abraham.

9. It is obvious that Abraham received some wonderful benefits by following the Lord. In reading 

Psalm 1, we find some benefits to which we, too, have access if we follow the Lord. The first verse of 

this Psalm lists three contingencies. For each, give an example or illustration applicable to our day.

10. Psalm 1:3 promises the godly man that “whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.” How can we 

explain this verse in light of the fact that, obviously, all Christians are not materially prosperous?
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will read your lesson and memorize the key verse, I will 
bring you a prize next week.”

Prepare a question-answer matching chart. Down one 
side write a list of questions about the lesson such as, 
“Did God tell Abram where he was going?” “How old was 
Abram when he left Haran?” “Who went with Abram?” 
On the other side of the chart list the answers but not in 
the correct order. Draw a line between the questions and 
the correct answers the students give.

Bring a dozen plastic eggs (or as many as you need for 
your class). In each egg put a slip of paper on which 
you have written a question about the lesson. Tell the 
students to choose an egg, and if they can answer the 
question they may have a prize.

Answers	for	ANSWER

SUPPLEMENTAL	QUESTIONS
Part of Abram’s reward concerned the identity of one of 
his descendants. Who was He?

Did God tell Abram where he was going when He told 
him to leave? How do you think Abram felt?

Imagine you are told unexpectedly to move to a totally 
new area. How would you feel about leaving friends, 
school, etc.?

Which verse of our text tells us the meaning of the name 
Abraham?

What does the word covenant mean to you. What cove-
nant did God make with Abraham? How was it fulfilled?

Give a New Testament Scripture that shows we must be 
separate.

Our text lists some promises God gave to Abram if he 
would believe and obey. What promises does God give 
us if we believe and obey?

Of what significance are the ages of Abraham and Sarah 
in showing God’s power and ability to keep promises?

Genesis 17:8 lists a promise of the land of Canaan for an 
everlasting possession. How important is this statement 
in looking at current Middle East developments?

What position should our nation and all other nations 
take toward Israel?

What are some of the blessings believers receive while 
here on earth?

THINGS	TO	DO
Figure how many times you would have to walk around 
your own church building to cover the distance Abraham 
journeyed. (It was over one thousand miles!)

Bring a jar of sand to class and let the students try count-
ing the grains.

Make a covenant with your students. Example: “If you 
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Lesson	7

 TEXT Exodus 3:1-15; Isaiah 43:1-2

 OBJECTIVE The students will be able to compare Moses’ call from 
God with God’s call in their own life, and understand 
that when God asks anyone to do something, He will be 
with that one.

 KEY	VERSE	FOR	ANSWER Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. 
— Matthew 28:20

 KEY	VERSE	FOR	SEARCH Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I 
am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; 
yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my right-
eousness. — Isaiah 41:10

YOUR	OPENER																																

REFERENCE	INFORMATION
The Children of Israel were in Egypt from about 1800 
B.C. to approximately 1400 B.C. The early part of their 
stay had been favorable for them. In the latter part of 
their stay their lifestyle had been reduced to slavery. The 
cry of their hearts was for deliverance. God heard their 
prayers and Moses was commissioned by God to lead 
the Israelites out of bondage.

As the adopted son of Pharaoh’s daughter, Moses re-
ceived the education of an Egyptian prince. In Pharaoh’s 
court Moses learned arithmetic and how to read and write 
hieroglyphics, which are messages shown by pictures 
carved or drawn on monuments of stone. Moses prob-
ably also used a reed pen to write hieroglyphics on paper 
made from papyrus plants. When older, he learned phi-
losophy, higher mathematics, and the study of the stars. 
Later lessons show how God used Moses’ education.

Arab shepherds seldom took their flocks more than a 

day’s journey from camp but, in this account, Moses 
must have gone on a journey of several days. God in 
His plan was leading Moses to Horeb. Sinai and Horeb 
seem to be the same place. It has been suggested that 
Horeb is the name given to the entire mountain range, 
while Sinai denotes the particular mountain where the 
Law was given to Moses.

God’s direction to “put off thy shoes” made sense to 
Moses. In the East it is an ancient as well as modern 
way of showing reverence. Egyptian priests observed 
this custom when they went into their temples to confess 
personal defilement and their unworthiness to stand in 
the presence of their gods.

The God Jehovah revealed Himself by the name “I AM.” 
No other words could so perfectly express the truth and 
mystery of the nature of the true God. It means He is 
self-existent; He is self-sufficient; He is what He will be.

	
	 ANSWER
	 TITLE:	 A	Burning	Bush
	 SEARCH
	 TITLE:	 The	First	Leader
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RESPONSES
1. Moses was in the desert near Mt. Horeb. 
As your students discuss the second part of 
the question, they should see that the loca-
tion wasn’t as important as the condition of 
Moses’ heart. The time was right for God 
to call him. The point should be made that 
God calls a person wherever he is, in what-
ever circumstances he finds himself. Each 
person’s responsibility is to recognize God’s 
call, and respond to it.

2. Moses was spared an untimely death 
in infancy, and was raised by Pharaoh’s 
daughter. He was educated in all the wisdom 
of the Egyptians, and lived there until the 
age of forty. After avenging an oppressed 
Israelite by killing an Egyptian, he fled to 
Midian where he lived for forty years, mar-
ried, and had two sons (their names are 
given in Exodus 18:2-4). Ask your students 
how this history might have affected Moses’ 
ability to carry out God’s call on his life. The 
point should be made that God can use our 
background, potential, and talents though 
His call is not dependent upon them. We 
can rest secure in His almighty wisdom, 
even when we feel His call is too great for 
our abilities.

3. Allow time for your students to offer some 
examples of the ways God calls people 
today. They may mention such things as, 
through the inspiration of a portion of Scrip-
ture, through a strong impression when 
seeking the Lord’s will in prayer, or through 
the counsel or advice of the ministry. The 
importance of the call of God can be seen in 
many Scriptures. Romans 11:29 reveals that 
it is unchangeable. Philippians 3:14 associ-
ates it with a prize. In 2 Timothy 1:9 we read 
that it is a “holy” calling, given according to 
God’s own purpose and grace. So, no mat-
ter how God’s call comes to a person, it is of 
far greater value than any earthly calling.

4. As your students discuss their answers, 
you may wish to bring out that this statement 
may have been made to remind Moses of 
God’s power. Undoubtedly Moses had been 
taught how God had led, sustained, and 
worked for the forefathers of his people. In 
recalling this, he would feel an assurance 
that God would also be with him. Just so in 
our day, recounting past blessings and re-
calling how God was with believers in former 
days, can reassure us of God’s presence 
with us today.

5. Moses asked the Lord, “Who am I?” He 
obviously felt insufficient for the task God 
had set before him. Often today, those who 
feel that God is calling them to do some task 
for Him think they are incapable, so they 

Lesson	7

The First Leader
TEXT: Exodus 3:1-15; Isaiah 43:1-2

KEY	VERSE: Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strength-

en thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my righteousness.  

— Isaiah 41:10

The commission Moses received from God, to lead the Children of Israel from bondage in Egypt to 

the Promised Land, was a huge one. Great issues were at stake and much would depend on him. 

One cannot blame Moses for saying, “Who am I?” When God calls one to a position of responsi-

bility in His service, that person may not feel sufficient. But God’s commands are His enablings; 

with an order there is given the required strength and wisdom. Surely there was great comfort and 

reassurance in the promise that God gave Moses: “Certainly I will be with thee.”

1. Where was Moses when he heard the call of God? Why do you think God choose that location?

2. God allowed some unusual circumstances to direct the course of Moses’ early life. Briefly outline 

those events, using Acts 7:20-29.

3. God used a supernatural manifestation to call Moses. How does He call people today? How 

can we know that any call from God is just as important as His call to Moses though it may not be 

given in such a spectacular way?
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hesitate. However, the promise to Moses 
that “Certainly I will be with thee” is extended 
to every person who answers the call of 
God and endeavors to work for Him. See 
Joshua 1:5.

6. God promised Moses that when the people 
came out of Egypt, they would serve God 
“upon this mountain.” In beginning your 
discussion of this question, you may wish 
to point out some other Biblical instances 
where God gave a visible token or witness 
to a promise He had made. Some examples 
might include the sign of the rainbow given 
to Noah, Gideon’s fleece, the promise that 
“a virgin shall conceive,” and the shepherds’ 
search for the Babe in swaddling clothes. 
Your students may point out that the “signs 
which follow” the preaching of the Gospel are 
a witness to the veracity of the call of God.

7. God promised to strengthen, help, and 
uphold. Encourage your students to relate 
specific ways these promises apply to each 
of them today. For instance, the promise 
to strengthen could mean, “to increase 
physical stamina, to give spiritual strength 
to  defeat the powers of the enemy, to give 
mental strength in studying and perceiv-
ing the truths of His Word, to give strength 
and courage to be fearless in witnessing for 
Him.” As your students explore the depths of 
this promise, it should become increasingly 
apparent what a tremendous assurance 
they have when they know the Lord is with 
them. Surely, with the strength, help, and 
upholding He has promised, they can fulfill 
the call He has placed upon their lives.

8. God promised to deliver the Children of 
Israel from Egyptian bondage and bring 
them into a land that flowed with milk and 
honey. The Christian’s heritage includes the 
promise of the life that now is and of that 
which is to come (1 Timothy 4:8). Discuss 
with the students how the Children of Israel 
went through some hard places before they 
arrived in the promised land, but God was 
with them and they were well pleased once 
they were settled in their new homeland. 
Christians face difficulties at times too. Ask 
the students to read some of the Scriptures 
showing this fact, such as Matthew 10:22; 
1 Timothy 6:12; 2 Timothy 2:3.

9. Meek. In discussion with your class bring 
out that meekness is not cowardice, but in 
actuality shows that one can be meek and 
humble and still strong in character. See 
Luke 6:29. Even though Moses was a meek 
man, God enabled him to stand before Pha-
raoh, the king of Egypt, and demand that 
God’s people be released from bondage as 
God had commanded. As we follow the ex-
ample of Moses and obey God’s call, we can 
prove in our own lives the fact that God will be 
with us as He was with that first leader of the 
nation of Israel.

4. Of what importance was it to Moses when God declared Himself to be the God of Abraham, 

Isaac, and Jacob?

5. Parallel Moses’ response to how some people respond today when they feel the call of God.

6. In verse 12 of our text, God promised Moses a token. What was that token? Does God do this 

for us today? Explain.

7. In our key verse, God made three promises regarding what He will do for His people. What 

were they?

8. What did God promise Moses He would do for the Children of Israel? Draw the parallel between 

the promise to the Israelites and the promise to Christians.

9. Humility is an essential quality of leadership in the work of the Lord. What word is used in Num-

bers 12:3 to describe this quality in Moses’ life?
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campfire or forest fire will burn any wood that it comes 
in contact with.

Show the students several different timepieces: big 
clocks, small ones such as wristwatches, new ones, 
and old ones. Focus on the fact that we all have jobs to 
do for God. Each part of a clock is important no matter 
how small it is. We’re all a part of the family of God, and 
each of us needs to do his job. It doesn’t matter how old 
or how young we are; we can do anything with God’s 
help. 

Make word-picture review cards of the lesson. To do this, 
choose 8 to 10 important words from the story that can 
be illustrated simply (burning bush, shepherd, etc.). The 
cards should be about 4 x 9 inches in size. Have the 
students choose a card, pin it to the board, and tell what 
part of the lesson that word brings to mind.

Answers	for	ANSWER

SUPPLEMENTAL	QUESTIONS
What qualities did God see that caused Him to choose 
Moses as the leader of the Israelites?

How can we equip ourselves so God can use us?

What are some things God might call young people to 
do?

Have you ever felt the call of God?

How old was Moses when God called him at the burning 
bush?

What was Moses’ job at the time that he saw the burning 
bush?

What was Moses’ job after God called him?

How did Moses know that it was God speaking to him?

Did God say He would go with Moses?

Will God go with us and help us when we choose to 
serve Him?

THINGS	TO	DO
Write the letters B-U-R-N-I-N-G B-U-S-H down the left 
side of a large piece of paper. Have your students help 
you fill in things they might be called to do, beginning 
with each letter. For example: B—Bring a friend to Sun-
day school, U—Urge people to follow Jesus.

On the left-hand side of a sheet of paper, draw a figure 
representing Moses. Repeat the figure on the right-hand 
side but add fire. Title the drawing, “Moses + God’s 
Power.” Between the two, list these words: Brave, Dis-
honest, Afraid, Great leader, Timid, Unkind, Weaker than 
enemies, Willing, Poor leader, Unhappy, Confident, Poor 
speaker, Strong. Have students draw lines connecting 
appropriate words to the picture on the left to show how 
Moses saw himself, and lines to the picture on the right 
showing what Moses could be with God’s power.

Bring a picture of a fire burning or a campfire. Ask the 
students if a fire can keep burning without adding more 
wood. Does a fire stay in one place or does it usually 
spread out? The burning bush was not consumed. A 
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Lesson	8

 TEXT Exodus 20:1-26; Ecclesiastes 12:13-14

 OBJECTIVE The students will learn that God’s first written Law was 
given to Moses for the Children of Israel. This directed 
God’s chosen people how to live in harmony with Him 
and with one another. They will further understand that 
people today must still follow God’s instructions if they 
desire peace with God and their fellow man.

 KEY	VERSE	FOR	ANSWER	 Great  peace have they which love thy  law. 
— Psalm 119:165

 KEY	VERSE	FOR	SEARCH This day the Lord thy God hath commanded thee to do 
these statutes and judgments: thou shalt therefore keep 
and do them with all thine heart, and with all thy soul.  
— Deuteronomy 26:16

YOUR	OPENER																												

REFERENCE	INFORMATION
The Law, invested with divine authority and sanction, 
is revered because it embodies the will and wisdom of 
the Creator. God makes it plain that morality is not to 
be derived from human standards and the verdict of 
society, but from God himself. Right and wrong are not 
determined by the voice of the people, but by the voice 
of God. The Ten Commandments gave man the broad 
principles of God’s moral law, setting forth the only stan-
dard of right eousness acceptable to Him.

Originally the Law was spoken by God in a context calcu-
lated to produce unforgettable awe (Exodus 19:9-25). It 
was afterward “written with the finger of God” on two tables 
of stone (Exodus 31:18; 32:16). In fact, it was inscribed 

by Him a second time after Moses in anger had shattered 
the first two tables (Exodus 34:1-4; Deuteronomy 10:1-4). 
Later the two tables of stone were placed in the Ark of the 
Covenant (Exodus 25:21; Deuteronomy 10:5) and thus 
enshrined at the very center of Israel’s worship.

Today, we no longer live under the Old Testament Law 
of Moses. We have a New Testament, a new covenant, 
given to us through Jesus (Hebrews 9:15). But while Je-
sus lived on earth He reiterated all except one of the Ten 
Commandments given to Moses. That one concerned 
the Sabbath Day. Most Christians chose to keep Sunday 
as the Lord’s Day because that was the day Christ arose 
from the grave.

	
	 ANSWER
	 TITLE:	 The	Words	of	God
	 SEARCH
	 TITLE:	 God’s	First	Written	Law
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RESPONSES
1. God gave the Commandments on Mt. 
Sinai, three months after the people’s de-
liverance from the Egyptians. Discuss with 
your class the fact that prior to this time the 
Children of Israel had been slaves. They 
came out of Egypt with no governmental 
body other than one leader appointed by 
God; no rules or regulations other than 
those given to them through Moses by the 
word of God. Apparently they had lived 
together for three months in this state. Now 
God calls their leader up to the mountain to 
establish His rules and guidelines for their 
conduct and worship.

2. Go over each of the Commandments 
with your class, showing how applicable 
they are even for us today. Bring out that all 
of them are reiterated in the New Testament 
except the fourth. Today, Christians keep 
Sunday as the Lord’s Day and a day of rest 
from work.

3. The first four Commandments covered 
the people’s relationship with God, and the 
other six, their relationship with their fellow 
man. Breaking any of these Command-
ments was a sin, and God’s punishment 
under the Law was sure. Emphasize that 
today if man knows God’s requirements 
and fails to do them, it is a sin (James 4:17). 
And punishment, though not always imme-
diate, is sure to come. See Romans 6:23 
and Hebrews 2:1-3.

4. He promised that they would be a pe-
culiar treasure to Him, and that He would 
bless and prosper them. Bring out that God 
never changes. Today, to those who serve 
Him faithfully, He has given innumerable 
promises of His blessings here, and eternal 
life in the world to come. See Mark 10:30.

Lesson	8

God’s First Written Law
TEXT: Exodus 20:1-26; Ecclesiastes 12:13-14

KEY	VERSE: This day the Lord thy God hath commanded thee to do these statutes and judg-

ments: thou shalt therefore keep and do them with all thine heart, and with all thy soul. — Deuter-

onomy 26:16

God’s chosen people were the Children of Israel. His first written Law was given to them through the 

prophet Moses. It began with the Ten Commandments, which were later written on tables of stone 

by the finger of God (Exodus 31:18). All of these laws and ordinances were specific, and the people 

were required to know them and to teach them to their children. See Deuteronomy 6:6-9.

1. When and where did God give Moses and the Children of Israel the Ten Commandments? See 

Exodus 19:1,20-25.

2. Briefly write down each of the Ten Commandments.

3. Which of these commandments covered the people’s relationship with God? with their fellow 

man?

4. What was God’s promise to the Children of Israel if they kept all His commandments? See 

Exodus 19:5-6 and Deuteronomy 28:1-14
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5. “Honour thy father and thy mother: that 
thy days may be long upon the land.” This 
is the fifth Commandment given to the Chil-
dren of Israel, but it is the first one with a 
promise directly included as a part of it. 
What evidences do we see that shows how 
this Commandment is accepted by our so-
ciety today?

6. He didn’t give any of the Ten Command-
ments, but quoted from Deuteronomy 6:5, 
“thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all 
thine heart,” and Leviticus 19:18, “Thou 
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.” See 
next question.

7. These two Commandments cover all the 
precepts God has given. If one truly loves 
God and his neighbor, he will do what God 
requires of him. Bring out that the only way 
a person can love God with all his heart 
is to first have his sins forgiven, and then 
continue to walk close to God.

8. The six Commandments Jesus men-
tioned to the young man were the six that 
covered a person’s relationship with his fel-
low man. The young man said he had kept 
all those from his youth up, and then asked 
what he still lacked. Jesus’ answer showed 
that he lacked one thing—his relationship 
with God. His riches had come between 
God and himself. He had made idols of 
them and broken the first two Command-
ments. Explain to the students that anything 
in their lives that puts God in a  secondary 
place can become the same as an idol to 
them and hinder their love for the Lord.

9. He said He will write His laws in our 
hearts and minds. When His law is fixed in 
our hearts and minds, we have peace with 
God and live in harmony with Him.

5. What did Paul the Apostle say was the first commandment with promise (Ephesians 6:2,3)? 

What does the phrase “with promise” signify?

6. What was Jesus’ reply when He was asked, “which is the great commandment in the law?” See 

Matthew 22:36-40.

7. What did Jesus mean, in Matthew 22:40, when He said, “On these two commandments hang 

all the law and the prophets”?

8. What was the reply of the rich young ruler when Jesus told him he would have eternal life if he 

would “keep the commandments”? How did Jesus answer him? See Matthew 19:16-22.

9. Today we live under the New Testament covenant through Jesus Christ, and not under the Old 

Testament Law of Moses. Under this new covenant, where does God tell us He will put His laws? 

See Jeremiah 31:31-34 and Hebrews 10:16-18.
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Choose one student to play the part of Moses. The other 
students can interview “Moses,” asking questions such 
as: “How did you feel as you walked up the mountain?” 
“Were you afraid?” “Do you like the rules God made?”

Write each of the commandments on separate cards. 
Have the students arrange them in the order given by 
God to Moses. Discuss each one as you come to it.

Answers	for	ANSWER

SUPPLEMENTAL	QUESTIONS
Why are laws necessary?

Why did God give the Ten Commandments to the Chil-
dren of Israel? Could you follow the Ten Commandments 
and still displease God? Why or why not?

What happens when God’s commandments are bro-
ken?

What was the punishment if the Children of Israel did not 
follow God’s Law?

What will happen if we do not live by God’s Word?

How does a command differ from a suggestion?

What are some of the blessings today for those who 
keep God’s commandments?

In the ANSWER story, what was the promise Gildeah’s 
father said would be theirs if they kept the command-
ments of God?

THINGS	TO	DO
On a chalkboard, write the title, “Classifying the Com-
mandments.” Ask your class the following questions, 
and any others you might think of. Write their answers 
on the board.
1. Which commandments tell you to do something?
2. Which commandments tell you not to do something?
3. In which commandments does God give a reason for 
following? What are these reasons?
4. Which commandments govern actions which are still 
illegal today?
5. Which commandments refer specifically to your rela-
tionship with God?
6. Which commandments refer to your relationship with 
other people?
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Lesson	9

 TEXT Exodus 28:1-3; Hebrews 5:1-10

 SUPPLEMENTAL	SCRIPTURE Numbers 17:1-11

 OBJECTIVE The students will understand that God appointed Aaron 
as the first high priest to offer sacrifices in atonement for 
sins. They will further be able to parallel Aaron’s office 
to that of our High Priest, whose offering for the sins of 
the whole world was Himself.

 KEY	VERSE	FOR	ANSWER We have a great high priest, that is passed into the 
heavens, Jesus the Son of God. — Hebrews 4:14

 KEY	VERSE	FOR	SEARCH Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like 
unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and faith-
ful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make rec-
onciliation for the sins of the people. — Hebrews 2:17

 RESOURCE	MATERIAL A Series of Lessons on the Book of Hebrews, Volumes 
1 and 2

YOUR	OPENER																																				

REFERENCE	INFORMATION
The history of the formal priesthood in Israel begins with 
the time of the Exodus. In patriarchal times the heads of 
families offered sacrifices and intercessory prayers, and 
performed general religious functions, but there seems 
to have been no specialization and no separate priestly 
office, as there was among the Egyptians. It is in Exodus 

28 and 29 and Leviticus 8 that we have the record of the 
founding of the Aaronic order of the priests.

The priesthood of Christ is the principal theme of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews. Christ, as our Redeemer, exe-
cutes the offices of a prophet, of a priest, and of a king.

	
	 ANSWER
	 TITLE:	 Service	to	God
	 SEARCH
	 TITLE:	 Israel’s	First	Priest
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RESPONSES
1. The priests were appointed to represent 
the Children of Israel before God. Their 
main duty was to offer sacrifices for sins. 
Why did the Children of Israel need a rep-
resentative? Why did they need sacrifices? 
Because of God’s holiness and man’s sin-
fulness, there has always been the need 
for one to stand between God and man, to 
plead for man. The blood of the sacrifice 
was needful to satisfy God’s demand for 
atonement. See Hebrews 9:22.

2. He needed to make an offering for him-
self first because he also had sinned, and 
thus had to be purged. This answer should 
lead students to conclude that there was a 
need for a better priesthood. Refer to He-
brews 7:26-28.

3. God appointed him. What happened 
when one took the priesthood honors unto 
himself, without being appointed by God? 
Ask students for examples. See Leviticus 
10:1,2; 2 Chronicles 26:16-20. The stu-
dents should realize that Aaron was “called 
of God” (Hebrews 5:4).

4. The first covenant was not faultless, so 
the Lord made a new covenant. The stu-
dents should understand that God intend-
ed the Old Testament priesthood to serve 
as an “example and shadow of heavenly 
things.” “The law was our schoolmaster 
to bring us unto Christ” (Galatians 3:24). 
When the Law was fulfilled in Christ, the 
priesthood, which was established for the 
administration of the Law, gave way to Him 
who came to fulfill it.

Lesson	9

Israel’s First Priest
TEXT: Exodus 28:1-3; Hebrews 5:1-10

SUPPLEMENTAL	SCRIPTURE: Numbers 17:1-11

KEY	VERSE: Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren, that he 

might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for 

the sins of the people. — Hebrews 2:17

RESOURCE	MATERIAL: A Series of Lessons on the Book of Hebrews

Included in the establishing of God’s written Law was the process to be followed in administering 

the Law. The tribe of Levi was charged with the care of the sanctuary and the serving. Aaron and 

his sons, being of the tribe of Levi, were set apart for the priesthood; and this office was passed 

down from father to son.

1. What was the purpose of the Old Testament priesthood?

2. Why was it necessary for an Old Testament priest to make an offering for his own sins?

3. How was Aaron chosen to be the first high priest?

4. Why was the Old Testament priesthood not intended to be permanent? See Hebrews 8:4-11.
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5. Jesus was not of the tribe of Levi but, 
rather, of the lineage of David, who was of 
the tribe of Judah. Discuss the significance 
of Hebrews 7:14. The significance is that 
Christ’s priesthood was not established by 
the Law which dictates that a priest be of 
the tribe of Levi. The priesthood of Christ 
was of a higher order than “the law of a 
carnal commandment, but after the power 
of an endless life” (Hebrews 7:16).

6. Though Jesus prayed with “strong crying 
and tears” He was, nevertheless, obedient 
to God the Father. Refer to times when 
He prayed in agony (Matthew 26:36-39; 
27:46). Another time, Christ prayed through 
the night (Luke 6:12). Why was it necessary 
that He suffer so? Without His suffering, 
and ultimately His death, this better priest-
hood wouldn’t be available to us. Do you 
think He knows how one feels who prays 
with strong crying and tears?

7. Christ took upon Himself the nature of 
man rather than angels, and was made like 
mankind so that He might be a merciful and 
faithful High Priest.

8. Let the students discuss the advantages 
of being under the dispensation of Christ. 
Was the Levitical priest always sympathetic 
and understanding (Hebrews 4:14-15)? Did 
he always meet the conditions described in 
Hebrews 7:26?

9. If one comes boldly to the Throne of 
Grace he will obtain mercy and grace. Point 
out that individuals in the Old Testament 
needed to bring their offerings to the priest 
to find help in time of need. It was up to the 
individual to take the initiative, and when 
he did so in faith, he found mercy. We, too, 
must take the initiative in coming to our 
High Priest.

10. The students should realize that a priest 
stands between the living and the dead. 
This was true of Aaron in the tabernacle 
worship. This is true of Jesus who stands 
between God and man, interceding as our 
great High Priest.

5. Read Hebrews 7:11-16. Was Jesus a descendant of Aaron? After what order was He a priest?

6. What were some of the things Christ went through to obtain this better priesthood? See Hebrews 

5:7-9.

7. How is it that Christ can so readily relate to our disappointments, frustrations, and trials? See 

Hebrews 2:16-18.

8. Why would you rather be under Christ’s priesthood than the Levitical priesthood?

9. What is God’s promise to one in the time of need? See Hebrews 4:16.

10. Read Numbers 16:41-48. In what way was Aaron a mediator for the Children of Israel? In what 

way is Christ our mediator today?
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Bring a chart or pictures of the Temple and explain what 
the high priest’s duties were. Compare this to our rela-
tionship with Jesus. Jesus is our perfect High Priest.

Answers	for	ANSWER

SUPPLEMENTAL	QUESTIONS
In your own words, define high priest. What might a 
priest be expected to do?

According to the key verse, who is our High Priest? What 
did He do for us?

In what ways might the high priests in the Old Testament 
be compared to Christ?

Who was Israel’s first high priest? Who chose or ap-
pointed him?

Who chose Jesus to be our High Priest? Why?

In the ANSWER story, what question about his father’s 
work did Phinehas ask his mother?

What comparisons and contrasts might be made be-
tween Old Testament priests and God’s ministers to-
day?

THINGS	TO	DO
Have each student in your class make a High-Priest 
mobile for himself, or have everyone work together to 
make one for the whole class. Illustrate or write on each 
side of the cards you use. One side should represent the 
Old Testament high priests. The other side should point 
toward our High Priest. For example:
 Aaron — Jesus
 Lamb — Jesus
 Altar — Cross
 Temple — Church

42



Lesson	10

 TEXT 1 Samuel 9:1-2; 10:17-26

 OBJECTIVE The students will be able to describe the attitudes of 
humility and obedience toward God which are two of 
the prerequisites for spiritual success, and also should 
realize that promotion comes from the Lord.

 KEY	VERSE	FOR	ANSWER Whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased; 
and he that shall humble himself shall be exalted.  
— Matthew 23:12

 KEY	VERSE	FOR	SEARCH For promotion cometh neither from the east, nor 
from the west, nor from the south. But God is the 
judge: he putteth down one, and setteth up another.  
— Psalm 75:6-7

YOUR	OPENER																																				

REFERENCE	INFORMATION
It had been nearly four hundred years since the Chil-
dren of Israel left Egypt. Had they obeyed the Lord and 
followed His commandments, they would have had the 
most outstanding government on earth. However, they 
chose to have their own way and worshiped idols. The 
Bible says that every man did that which was right in 
his own eyes.

Since the death of Joshua, who followed Moses, Israel 
had been led by a series of judges. We are not told of 
any formal national governing body; the twelve tribes 
were apparently loosely knit politically, but had a strong 
allegiance to one another, based on their family ties. 
See Judges 1:3-4.

This lesson covers a portion of time when Samuel was 
the prophet and judge. His calling at an early age was 
recognized by all of Israel (1 Samuel 3:20). He had be-
come a prophet at a time when Israel was in an apos-
tate condition (1 Samuel 3:1) and had been a channel 
God used to, again, communicate with the people. See 
1 Samuel 3:19-21 and 4:1.

Samuel was now old and had judged well. The people 
respected and trusted him (1 Samuel 12:4), but knew 
that his sons were not following in Samuel’s ways (1 
Samuel 8:5). They used that as a reason in asking for 
a king. However, in doing so, they rejected God as their 
King (1 Samuel 8:7).

	
	 ANSWER
	 TITLE:	 A	Humble	Job
	 SEARCH
	 TITLE:	 The	First	King
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RESPONSES
1. Samuel was also a judge over the Isra-
elites “all the days of his life.” In 1 Samuel 
12 we are told that he discharged his duties 
faithfully, calling upon the Lord (1 Samuel 
7:5; 8:6; 12:23) in order to provide proper 
leadership and righteous judgment. A short 
discussion of Samuel’s humility and obedi-
ence can reinforce the fact that these are 
keys to spiritual success.

2. God said the people were rejecting Him. 
They no longer wanted God himself to reign 
over them. They were refusing His counsel 
and rebelling against His authority.

3. With God as their Leader the people had 
experienced the “good of the land,” but 
when they rejected Him they most certainly 
experienced the “sword.” Since the people 
continued to insist on an earthly king, God 
told Samuel to give them a king. Here is an 
opportunity for the students to learn that, if 
we insist, God often allows us our will even 
though it is not best for us. God has cre-
ated us free moral agents. He will direct us 
to spiritual success through His Holy Spirit, 
the Bible, other Christians, and our own 
conscience, if we are “willing and obedient.” 
But disaster awaits those who “refuse and 
rebel.”

Lesson	10

The First King
TEXT: 1 Samuel 9:1-2; 10:17-26

KEY	VERSE: For promotion cometh neither from the east, nor from the west, nor from the south. 

But God is the judge: he putteth down one, and setteth up another. — Psalm 75:6-7

This study shows clearly that God is vitally concerned about benefiting His people. When Israel 

persisted in their request for a king, God used circumstances to bring together the long-time 

prophet Samuel and a young man whose name was Saul. Despite Saul’s impressive appearance, 

he demonstrated qualities of humility and obedience, two characteristics necessary to be a leader 

of God’s people. If we possess these qualities, we will experience spiritual success and promotion 

from the Lord.

1. What position did Samuel occupy in addition to being a prophet to the people of Israel? How 

long did he occupy this position? See 1 Samuel 7:15-17.

2. Samuel was grieved that the Israelites had asked for a king. He felt as though he had been 

rejected, but, in 1 Samuel 8:7, God told Samuel this was not so. Who did God say the people had 

rejected, and why?

3. Throughout 1 Samuel 8, we read that Samuel had carefully followed God’s instructions, pointing 

out to the Israelites the future oppression they would suffer under such kings who would require 

of them some of their sons and daughters and a portion of their wealth. Despite that, the people 

still rejected God’s council. How does Isaiah 1:19-20 agree with Samuel’s message to the people? 

What did God finally instruct Samuel to do? See 1 Samuel 8:22.
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4. Correct answers are (3), (2), (4), and 
(2). The students should understand that 
Saul was chosen, not because of his stat-
ure, family, or tribe, but, because he was 
humble and obedient.

5. He was obedient and followed carefully 
his father’s instructions. Saul and his ser-
vant searched a wide area encompassing 
perhaps thirty miles for a period of three 
days. He was determined to find the don-
keys and accomplish his father’s desire—to 
bring them home. The students can learn 
the importance of being thorough, not slop-
py, in their obedience to God.

6. It was not coincidental. In 1 Samuel 
9:15-16, we learn that God had previously 
told Samuel, “Tomorrow about this time 
I will send thee a man out of the land of 
 Benjamin, and thou shalt anoint him to be 
captain over my people Israel, . . .” The 
discussion should bring out that if we are 
humble and obedient, we will experience 
God’s arrangement of our lives. Details will 
miraculously fall into place as we are seek-
ing His will.

7. The statements are — (a) True. (b) False, 
Saul showed his humility by hiding himself 
among the “stuff” where at first he could not 
be found. (c) True. (d) False, Saul demon-
strated his new heart given him by God (1 
Samuel 10:9) by not saying anything about 
the rejection of the political dissenters.

8. Encourage your students to share their 
thoughts by dividing your class into two 
groups. Have one group determine among 
themselves God’s system for success and 
promotion. Have the second group deter-
mine business and political formulas for 
success and systems for promotion. In 
these determinations have the students 
include the character traits being looked for, 
the requisite abilities, and the various quali-
fications of the candidate. As a wrap-up, let 
the spokesman for each group present that 
group’s conclusions. The contrast, despite 
occasional similarities, will be evident. Be 
prepared with your own list so you can fill in 
any gaps and guide the discussion.

4. Circle the right answer:

Saul was of the tribe of . . . (1) Dan (2) Ephraim (3) Benjamin (4) Judah

He was . . . (1) little of stature (2) taller than others (3) a poor physical specimen

His father’s name was . . . (1) Abiel (2) Zeror (3) Bechorath (4) Kish

Saul was . . . (1) proud (2) humble and obedient (3) disobedient

5. The extent of a family’s livestock in Saul’s day was a measure of its prosperity. How did Saul 

respond to his father’s request to seek the lost donkeys? Was he thorough in his search? Why? 

See 1 Samuel 9:3-10,20.

6. Do you think it was coincidental that Saul, in his search for the lost donkeys, came to Samuel at 

the end of his third day’s search? Why or why not? See 1 Samuel 9:15, 16.

7. Mark the following statements true or false:

(a) Saul had been anointed by Samuel prior to his coronation in 1 Samuel 10:24. See 1 Samuel 9:16; 10:1.

(b) Saul traveled with Samuel to the coronation. See 1 Samuel 10:21-22.

(c) God demonstrated to the Israelites the man that He had chosen to be king by directing the 

casting of lots (similar to drawing names). First, a tribe was chosen (Benjamin), then a family from 

that tribe (Matri), then a man from that family. See 1 Samuel 10:20-21.

(d) Saul immediately confirmed his kingdom by putting the political dissenters into prison. See 1 

Samuel 10:27.

8. God has given Christians a system of success and promotion in His service. This is very different 

from the system used by most individuals, corporations, or by those seeking political office today. 

After studying 1 Peter 5:5-6 and this lesson, comment here on how you feel God’s system differs 

from that of the world’s.
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minister? How does one become a song leader? What 
qualities are needed in a piano player, etc.?

Have students push or lift something heavy. Ask them if 
they are using everything they have available to move 
the item. Then explain they are not using you, the teach-
er! Use this to illustrate how we try to do things by our-
selves while God is just waiting to help.

Have students be reporters interviewing Saul. Ques-
tions they might ask: How do you feel about being king? 
Who appointed you king? What happened when you 
were anointed king? Why did you hide? Will you be 
moving now?

Answers	for	ANSWER

SUPPLEMENTAL	QUESTIONS
Why did the people decide they wanted a king when 
Samuel had been a good judge?

Why did Saul hide when God chose him to be king?

What attitudes or qualities did Saul have which qualified 
him to be the leader of Israel?

What makes a person a good leader?

Saul was used of God as long as he had the right spirit 
in him. What spirit should a Christian have in order to be 
used in the service of the Lord?

Saul was chosen by God to be king over Israel. What 
part does God have in choosing our leaders today?

Why does God require humility and obedience from 
those who serve Him?

Do you think it is possible for a leader to be humble? 
Why or why not?

How would you choose a leader? Does God choose His 
leaders the same way?

In the ANSWER story, who won the Camper of the Year 
award, and why was he chosen?

THINGS	TO	DO
Choose someone to read the Scripture text, then have 
your students work together to write a page like Saul 
may have written in his diary on the day he was chosen 
to be king. Stress that a diary reveals a person’s inner 
thoughts. What would it feel like to be chosen king of 
Israel? What was Saul’s attitude when he was chosen? 
Let the students share their writing assignments with the 
class.

Have your class imagine that they are going to hold a 
church service. Let the students choose who will be the 
minister, the song leader, the piano player, etc. After 
they have chosen the above, ask them how these posi-
tions are filled in our church. Who decides who will be a 
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Lesson	11

 TEXT Malachi 3:8-12; Matthew 25:35-40; Luke 21:1-4

 OBJECTIVE The students will ascertain that when one fulfills his ob-
ligations to God he will reap the benefits of divine favor. 
They will be able to relate several ways they can give of 
their money, self, and time.

 KEY	VERSE	FOR	ANSWER It is more blessed to give than to receive. — Acts 20:35

 KEY	VERSE	FOR	SEARCH Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there 
may be meat in mine house, and prove me now here-
with, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the 
windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that 
there shall not be room enough to receive it. — Malachi 
3:10 

	 RESOURCE	MATERIAL Tract No. 31 — Tithing — God’s Plan of Financing
  Booklet No. 237 — Tithing

YOUR	OPENER																																				

REFERENCE	INFORMATION
In thankfulness for God’s goodness to them, and in ac-
knowledgment of the fact that all the products of the land 
came from God, the Israelites brought an offering to Him of 
a portion of the fruits that ripened first. These were looked 
upon as an earnest of the coming harvest. Such an offering 
was made both on behalf of the nation (Leviticus 23:10-17) 
and by individuals (Exodus 23:19; Deuteronomy 26:1-11). 
These offerings were for the support of the priesthood.

Malachi 3:10, in which God promises to “open you the 
windows of heaven,” is a promise of abundant rain and 
fruitful seasons, so that “there shall not be room enough 
to receive it.” In other words, the barns and granaries 
would not be large enough to store the harvest. The “de-

vourer” mentioned in verse 11 is the locust, a pest which 
often destroys a whole crop.

Encourage your students not to hold on to their lives, 
time, and money so tightly that they are of no use to 
God. A future minister of the Gospel, or a future mission-
ary, may be part of your present class. Or, it may be you 
have in your class a future housewife who will put God 
first in the home, taking time out to teach her children 
these same principles. Just so did Susanna Wesley, 
mother of John, who became God’s undauntable minis-
ter of holiness to all of England, and later to the world. 
His brother Charles wrote about 6500 hymns, many of 
which have lasted to the present time.

	
	 ANSWER
	 TITLE:	 Having	and	Giving
	 SEARCH
	 TITLE:	 Give	to	God	First
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RESPONSES
1. After having your students discuss their 
interpretations, focus on the words, “shalt 
not delay.” God wanted the earliest gather-
ing of their fruits. Possibly one reason for 
this was that if one puts off his giving, it is 
likely not to get done. Another reason might 
have been that after the gathering, a use 
would have been found for all of it, and 
there would have been none left to give. If 
delayed too long, the feeling of the need to 
give goes away.

2. Our tithes belong to the Lord. The tithes 
are “holy unto the Lord.” Ask your class to 
enumerate some of the ways God blesses 
those who are obedient to Him in the paying 
of their tithes.

3. God’s plan was that the tithes were to 
be given to the children of Levi. Bring out 
in discussion who the children of Levi were 
and what their duties and obligations were. 
Because they did the service of ministering 
to the people, God ordained they should 
use the tithes for their own sustenance.

Lesson	11

Give to God First
TEXT: Malachi 3:8-12; Matthew 25:35-40; Luke 21:1-4

KEY	VERSE: Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and 

prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and 

pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it. — Malachi 3:10

RESOURCE	MATERIAL: Tract 31 — Tithing — God’s Plan of Financing; Booklet No. 237 — Tithing

The Lord does not need anything that man has accumulated. He owns the cattle on a thousand 

hills (Psalm 50:10), the silver and gold (Haggai 2:8), the earth and everything in it (Psalm 24:1). 

However, He expects us to be good stewards of what He permits us to acquire. From Abraham’s 

time on, God has blessed those who have given tithes and freewill offerings to the Lord. The tithe 

and certain offerings were required under the Old Testament Law of Moses. Tithing is not dwelt 

upon in the New Testament, but it was still approved of by Jesus. At one point, as He was giving 

a warning to the scribes and Pharisees, He called them hypocrites. They did tithe, but neglected 

more important matters like justice, mercy, and faithfulness. If the plan of tithing were to be done 

away with, Jesus would not have told them they should do these vital things as well as give tithes. 

See Matthew 23:23.

1. Shortly after their deliverance from Egypt, the Children of Israel were told by God to be prompt 

in offering the first part of all their increase (Exodus 22:29). What do you think this meant?

2. The first written record we have of anyone’s paying tithes was when Abram paid tithes to 

Melchizedek (Genesis 14:18-20). To whom do our tithes belong and why? See Leviticus 27:30.

3. The Israelites could not give their tithes to the Lord in person, but God had a plan for the tithes. 

In reading Numbers 18:21, what do you feel that plan was?
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4. Our text says, “into the storehouse.” The 
students, knowing they cannot give directly 
to God, should recognize that they must 
follow the example established in the Old 
Testament and taught in the New Testa-
ment. The Apostle Paul says, “they which 
preach the gospel should live of the gospel” 
(1 Corinthians 9:14). Since there are many 
and varied expenses in connection with the 
spreading of the Gospel, we should be dili-
gent to pay our tithes promptly. We should 
also give freewill offerings whenever the 
Lord lays it upon our hearts to do so.

5. Ask a couple of your students to give 
their thoughts. Discuss with your class how 
most people would say that what they own 
or acquire belongs to them. In reality, we 
bring nothing into the world, nor will we take 
anything with us when we leave this world. 
What we have while here God has permit-
ted, and He expects us to give a tenth as 
well as freewill offerings to Him. Anything 
less is robbing God.

6. God promised to abundantly bless if they 
brought all the tithes into the storehouse. 
Perhaps these Israelites felt that they were 
just having bad luck when insects devoured 
their crops and there was little or no rain. 
But they had ignored God’s warning that 
He would make the rain as powder and 
dust (Deuteronomy 28:24). They paid no 
heed when He said that the insects which 
devoured their crops were His army (Joel 
2:25). God told them to prove for themselves 
that if they would do what He  required, the 
insects and worms would disappear and 
the rains would fall.

7. After your class has offered their an-
swers, remind them of another widow, the 
one God had instructed to feed Elijah dur-
ing the time when there was no rain in the 
land (1 Kings 17:8-16). If God was able to 
provide for that widow and her son in time 
of famine, He could certainly provide for this 
widow, who gave all she had. We do not 
know if she had knowledge of the Sermon 
on the Mount, but she was unquestionably 
putting the principle into practice. See Mat-
thew 6:31-34.

8. The student’s answers will be varied, but 
one thought which should be brought out is 
that a Christian must offer more to God than 
just his money. Paul said to “present your 
bodies a living sacrifice” (Romans 12:1). 
This would include using our time to visit 
shut-ins, the elderly, those in institutions 
and prisons, and helping the sick. Jesus 
said to love our neighbor as ourselves (Mat-
thew 19:19). To do this will cause one to 
sacrifice his time and strength in using his 
talents for the Lord.

4. Since we are not Israelites with a priesthood to support, where should our tithes and offerings go?

5. What do you think is meant by Malachi 3:8?

6. What was God’s promise to those who did bring in their tithes?

7. Do you think the “poor widow” mentioned in Luke 21:2 was foolish to do what she did? Give a 

reason for your answer.

8. How do you relate Matthew 25:35-40 with the thought of the title of this lesson?
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SUPPLEMENTAL	QUESTIONS
How does one “rob” God?

What does God command us to do, according to Malachi 
3:10?

At what age should a person begin tithing?

What are some ways the Lord and the church use our 
tithes?

Is God poor? Could God get along without your money? 
How would this affect you? Would you win or lose?

What other things besides money does God expect from 
us? 

What are some of the ways God blesses those who will-
ingly and freely give to Him?

What is of even greater value to God than our tithes and 
offerings?

Since God expected the firstfruits from the Children of 
Israel, what does that imply about the importance of our 
giving to God first? How does this relate to our priorities 
regarding our time and money?

In the ANSWER story, what did Tom say was the reason 
he gave money to his church?

THINGS	TO	DO
Take ten coins or dollars to illustrate tithes, or take 
random change and figure ten percent. Talk about the 
widow’s mite. A mite equals approximately 1/8 of a cent. 
A day’s wage was about one cent. This means she gave 
even more than the ten percent of one day’s wage.

Make a list of things a child can do for or give to the 
Lord’s service as an offering.

Bring a piece of flint, a hammer, a flashlight, a candle, 
and matches. Explain to your students that flint gives 
light only when hit with a hammer (forced to give). A 
flashlight button must be pressed (urged, begged) to 
give light. It will not give unless pressure is applied. A 
candle gives its life as it gives light and does not need to 

be struck or pressured, only lit. We want to be “candles,” 
lit by God, and give willingly.

Present one envelope to each of three students. In one 
envelope, make up an I.O.U. slip; in another, a make-be-
lieve letter from a friend telling you that he cannot come 
to help you with your problems because he doesn’t have 
the time; and in the third envelope (should be large in 
size) place a small wrapped gift box, soiled and torn. 
Ask the students how they would react if they received 
these things from friends. Relate this to our lesson. How 
would God feel if He received poor or half-hearted ef-
forts from us?

Have your students list the most important things in 
their lives. Discuss how these things can be given to 
the Lord.

Answers	for	ANSWER
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Lesson	12

 TEXT Psalm 103:1-22

 OBJECTIVE The students will be able to give several reasons why it 
is vital to give thanks to God. They will further be able to 
tell various ways in which this can be accomplished.

 KEY	VERSE	FOR	ANSWER O give thanks unto the Lord, for he is good: for his 
mercy endureth for ever. — Psalm 107:1

 KEY	VERSE	FOR	SEARCH Give thanks unto the Lord, call upon his name, make 
known his deeds among the people. — 1 Chronicles 
16:8

YOUR	OPENER																																					

REFERENCE	INFORMATION
Our Thanksgiving Day might be compared to the Feast 
of Weeks, which was observed on the fiftieth day af-
ter the Feast of Unleavened Bread where the people 
observed the offering of the barley sheaf. This feast 
included a holy assembly of the people and a restriction 
on manual labor. The Feast of Weeks is also known as 
the Feast of Harvest as well as Pentecost.

Since Thanksgiving is a legal holiday established by our 
government, you might want to bring in the historical 
origin of the day. We appreciate that a day for thanksgiv-
ing has been established in our country for the religious 
freedom that we still enjoy and which people in many 
parts of the world do not.

	
	 ANSWER
	 TITLE:	 Why	Should	I	Be	Thankful?
	 SEARCH
	 TITLE:	 Give	Thanks	First
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RESPONSES
1. The Psalmist praised God with his soul 
and all that was within him. Jesus told the 
woman at the well, “The hour cometh, and 
now is, when the true worshippers shall 
worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for 
the Father seeketh such to worship him.” 
Ask the students what they feel the word 
soul means, bringing out that “the soul is 
the living spiritual principle embodied in hu-
man beings.” It is acceptable with God and 
vital to man’s eternal welfare that this spiri-
tual principle be centered in worship of the 
Father, whether that worship takes the form 
of blessing, praising, or thanksgiving.

2. The six benefits are: the forgiveness of 
all iniquities, healing of all diseases, re-
deeming life from destruction, crowning 
life with loving kindness and tender mer-
cies, satisfying the mouth with good things, 
and renewing of youth. Allow the students 
time to express themselves regarding these 
benefits. The consensus will probably be that 
these benefits are vital to earthly well-being. A 
class discussion on this question could bring 
out which of these benefits are most essential, 
which benefits are the most enjoyable, and 
which benefits will probably be talked about 
the most at Thanksgiving time.

3. The reference is that our youth is re-
newed like the eagle’s. Thanksgiving should 
be given to God for every blessing that He 
bestows. Ask the students if they know 
how an eagle’s youth is renewed. Bring out 
that every year, through a molting process, 
the bird loses most of its old plumage. The 
lost feathers are then replaced with new, 
causing him to look like a young bird. Help 
the students draw a parallel between the 
renewal of the eagle and the benefits of 
those who serve God. On the whole, the 
Christian has better health than those who 
serve the devil. Christians do suffer afflic-
tions, it is true, but God promises to deliver 
from affliction, and He does.

4. The Lord delivers righteousness and 
judgment for the oppressed who trust Him. 
There are many illustrations of this truth 
in the Bible. Have the students talk about 
David’s deliverance from the oppression of 
King Saul. The release of Peter from prison 
by the angel on the night before King Herod 
would have taken his life, is another exam-
ple. Let the students add other deliverances 
to the list. This provision is a great blessing 
to those who trust God. How thankful we 
should be!

5. The Lord is merciful, gracious, slow to 
anger, not always chiding, and not keeping 
anger against us forever. Ask the students 
how many enjoy being scolded for their 
faults. Once the Lord has forgiven their 

Lesson	12

Give Thanks First
TEXT: Psalm 103:1-22

KEY	VERSE: Give thanks unto the Lord, call upon his name, make known his deeds among the 

people. — 1 Chronicles 16:8

Among the definitions of the word thanksgiving are: “the act of giving thanks,” “a prayer expressing 

gratitude,” and “a public acknowledgment or celebration of divine goodness.” Although the word 

thanksgiving does not appear in Psalm 103, this Psalm is an excellent expression of heartfelt 

gratitude and praise to God. The more one praises and thanks God for His goodness, the more 

reasons he finds for doing so. To deny God genuine thanksgiving is to fail to recognize God’s 

wonderful bounty to each individual.

1. In looking at the first verse of our text, with what part of his being did the Psalmist bless [praise] 

the Lord? Why? See John 4:23.

2. Name six benefits the Psalmist listed as coming from the Lord. How do you feel about these 

benefits?

3. What is likened to the eagle in verse 5? Why give thanks for this?

4. How do the oppressed fare when they trust the Lord?
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faults and sins, He does not scold or chide. 
He forgets those things in which they have 
transgressed, which certainly is a great 
theme for Thanksgiving.

6. The wages of sin is death. The Psalmist 
brings out that instead of exacting the full 
penalty for sins, the Lord has compassion 
upon the sinner, atoning for the sins as 
they are repented of and forsaken. Ask the 
students what the full penalty of sins would 
have been for the thief on the cross, had he 
not turned to Jesus, asking for mercy? The 
thief died, but his soul went to Heaven. Had 
he not turned to Jesus, believing on Him, 
he would have been judged for his sins and 
lost throughout eternity.

7. “As far as the east is from the west, so far 
hath he removed our transgressions from 
us.” How far is the east from the west? The 
east and the west never meet at one point. 
They are forever the same distance from 
each other. Just so are our sins removed 
to an eternal distance by God’s mercy. This 
truth brings thanksgiving to the penitent’s 
life in that he does not live any longer in that 
condition of sin which has brought so much 
grief, remorse, and suffering to his soul.

8. The Lord has pity [tender compassion] 
upon His children because He cares for 
them. He remembers that they are made 
from the dust. The picture is brought out of 
a father pitying his children. Many beautiful 
examples can be found to show this pity. 
King David, in his love for his son Absolom, 
who was killed, showed this pity. God dem-
onstrates His concern in a far greater mea-
sure than any earthly father is able to do.

9. The Psalmist likens the length of hu-
man life to the grass and the flower of the 
field. Discuss with the students that life is 
much shorter for some than for others. No 
one has any promise of tomorrow. Impress 
upon your class the necessity of getting 
ready to meet God today.

10. “The mercy of the Lord is from everlast-
ing to everlasting.” This should bring forth a 
flood of thanksgiving from those who love 
God, just knowing that His mercy will never 
fail us. Over and over this Psalm empha-
sizes the mercy of the Lord to those who 
fear Him. Ask your students what part we 
have in showing mercy in order to please 
God. “He hath shewed thee, O man, what 
is good; and what doth the Lord require 
of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, 
and to walk humbly with thy God?” (Micah 
6:8) Bring the lesson to a conclusion by 
emphasizing that mercy is both good and 
necessary. God gives His mercy abundant-
ly to those who serve Him, and He enables 
them to have this important attribute in their 
own lives.

5. List five other items, mentioned in verses 8 and 9 of our text, for which we should be thankful.

6. What are the wages of sin (Romans 6:23)? How does the Psalmist treat this truth (verse 10)?

7. How far does God remove the sins of those who repent? Why should this cause thanksgiving?

8. Why does God have pity upon His children? See verses 13 and 14.

9. In what way is the duration of life brought to our attention?

10. In what way is the mercy of the Lord emphasized? Why should this be an inspiration for 

thanksgiving?
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them together to make the chain. Connect both ends 
of the chain so it makes a circle. Next, read the names 
on the chain. As each student hears his name read he 
should listen carefully for the next name because he is 
supposed to pray for that person. Tell the students to re-
member to thank God for the person praying for them.

List some things for which it might be hard to be thankful. 
Try to think of something positive for each one.

Answers	for	ANSWER

SUPPLEMENTAL	QUESTIONS
What is a psalm?

How are people affected by a thankful attitude?

Is it easier to thank God when you succeed or when you 
fail? Why?

Why should you give thanks unto God?

Does God care if you thank Him or not? Why?

How can you show God that you are thankful for the 
blessings He has given you?

In the ANSWER story, what was the Thanksgiving cen-
terpiece supposed to remind the family of? What other 
holidays serve as a reminder to us to be thankful?

THINGS	TO	DO
Divide the class into two teams. Using the letters of the 
word THANKSGIVING as the first letter of each word, 
see which team can be the first to complete a list of 
things for which they are thankful.

After making a list of things to be thankful for, let two 
of your students role-play the parts of a thankful per-
son and a person who always complains. The thankful 
student could go down the list of things to be thankful 
for, and the complainer could respond in character. (Or 
the complainer could be first.) Have your class decide 
which  person they would rather be around. Ask the fol-
lowing questions when you have completed the activity: 
Why do some people find it so hard to be thankful? 
How does a thankful attitude affect other people?

Pass out slips of paper which will later be collected and 
made into a paper chain. Have each student write his 
name and something for which he is thankful. Put all 
the strips in a large paper sack and shake them up. 
Take them from the sack one at a time and start putting 
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Lesson	13

	 TEXT Review Quarter Texts

 OBJECTIVE The students, in reviewing, will be able to relate the key 
point of each lesson of this quarter.

 KEY VERSE Student’s choice from this quarter

YOUR	OPENER																																				

REFERENCE	INFORMATION
You’ve heard it said that every journey begins with a sin-
gle step. That first step is very important. It establishes a 
course of action, and may also reflect courage and de-
termination. First means “foremost in place, dignity, time, 
excellence, the earliest, most important, chief.” Not all 
journeys are good, but a great majority hold the hope of 

a promise to come. We have been studying both types of 
“firsts” this quarter. As they are reviewed in this lesson, 
emphasize how one built upon the other as each journey 
began. Each of these came about because of obedience 
or disobedience to God.

Quarter	Review
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RESPONSES
1. Day 1 — Light; Day 2 — Waters divided; 
Day 3 — Land; Day 4 — Sun, moon, and 
stars; Day 5 — Fish and fowl; Day 6 — Ani-
mals and man. As your students discuss 
the progression of the Creation, reiterate 
the fact that the earth was prepared in per-
fect order for God’s final creation, man.

2. Man was created in the image of God 
and has a living soul. As your class discuss-
es these thoughts, direct their discussion to 
the fact that it was when God breathed into 
man the breath of life, that man became a 
living soul (Genesis 2:7). This was not done 
for any other of God’s creations, nor was 
any other than this creation commanded to 
“Fear God, and keep his commandments” 
(Ecclesiastes 12:13).

3. God has promised that no temptation will 
be more than the individual can bear, and 
that with the temptation He will make a way 
to escape. Help your students rehearse 
the fact that temptation in itself is not sin, 
but yielding to temptation is sin, the devil’s 
desired end result. However, God will give 
victory to all who love and trust Him. Ask 
your students what method Jesus himself 
used to overcome the devil’s temptations 
(Matthew 4:1-11). Remind them that He is 
our example. See Hebrews 2:18.

4. The story of Noah and his family illus-
trates that God provides a way of escape 
from judgment for those who turn to Him. 
Ask your students to identify the judgment 
and the means of escape in Noah’s case: 
the Flood being the judgment, and the ark 
the means of escape. To continue your 
discussion, have your students parallel this 
to the judgment facing individual sinners, 
and the means of escape available to them: 
eternity in Hell being the judgment, and 
salvation through Jesus’ Blood the means 
of escape.

5. The Christian labors together with God. 
With Jesus Christ as the foundation, we are 
instructed to take care how we build. God 
imparts His grace as we serve Him. The 
Christian must study and apply God’s Word 
to his life and do as Jesus said, “Watch 
and pray, that ye enter not into temptation” 
(Matthew 26:41). God gives His peace and 
power. See Philippians 4:7.

Lesson	13

Quarter Review
TEXT: Review Quarter Texts

KEY	VERSE: Student’s choice from this quarter

1. Make a list of what God created on each of the six days and explain briefly how the progression 

of the successive creative acts were perfectly arranged.

2. In what way is man unique from all God’s other creations?

3. Temptation is common to man, but God has given a promise to those who serve Him. What is 

that promise? See 1 Corinthians 10:13.

4. What lesson can we learn from the example of Noah and his family regarding God’s judg-

ment?

5. The builders of Babel failed when they disobeyed God and attempted to create their own secu-

rity, and make a name for themselves. According to 1 Corinthians 3:9-15, who is the Christian’s 

co-laborer in building a spiritual house?
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6. He was called “the Friend of God.” Direct 
your students’ responses to the second part 
of the question to include a knowledge of 
God’s written Word, a daily communion with 
God in prayer and supplication before the 
Throne of grace, and a carefulness in their 
attitude and motives.

7. God spoke to Moses in an audible voice 
from a burning bush which was not con-
sumed. While God’s call comes in different 
ways in our day, Moses’ call was unique, 
due to the type of supernatural manifesta-
tion which accompanied it. It was similar 
to God’s call today in that it was specific, 
it brought about a first reaction of insuf-
ficiency, it was unchanging, and it was 
 accompanied by a promise of God’s pres-
ence. Your students can be assured that 
when God asks them to do something for 
Him, He will be with them.

8. We know that Christ came to fulfill the 
Law, not to destroy it (Matthew 5:17). Yet 
He said by loving the Lord our God with all 
our hearts and our neighbors as ourselves 
that we would be keeping all the Law (Mat-
thew 22:37-40). We cannot do this in our 
own strength. It is when we walk in the 
Light that we are able to have fellowship 
one with another—and it is then that we 
are cleansed from all sin (1 John 1:7). See 
2 Corinthians 3:6.

9. Jesus came to earth to live and suffer as 
a mortal. Then He gave His life’s Blood to 
atone for man’s sins, and today He sits at 
the right hand of God making intercession 
for the souls of men (Romans 8:34). Ask 
your students who was appointed the first 
high priest of the Children of Israel. How 
had this appointment come about? The 
priesthood of the Israelites was a type of 
Jesus, our eternal High Priest.

10. In discussing this question, the students 
should realize that spiritual success re-
quires humility and obedience to God. One 
must possess humility so that he does not 
get in God’s way and block his own spiritual 
success. A successful Christian will con-
sider the Bible his textbook for life.

11. As your students respond with such 
answers as the printing and distribution of 
Gospel literature, the building and upkeep of 
churches and property owned by the church, 
and the care of the faithful servants of God, 
remind them of Jesus’ admonition that, “It is 
more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 
20:35). That in itself is a great blessing, but 
God gives so much more. A word of caution: 
We must not think that giving tithes will en-
sure our having great wealth on this earth. 
But Philippians 4:19 tells us, “God shall sup-
ply all your need according to his riches in 
glory by Christ Jesus.”

6. Abram had an intimate relationship with God. Because of his noble character and faith in God, 

James 2:23 tells us he was called which one of the following: a) helper, b) friend, c) brother, or d) 

father of God? How might a Christian in today’s crowded environment cultivate this same relation-

ship?

7. Briefly describe the manner in which God called Moses. Then list the similarities and differences 

between Moses’ call and the call of God to individuals today.

8. The first written Law of God is known as the Ten Commandments. God gave them so that man 

might live in harmony with Him and with each other. What bearing do they have upon a Christian’s 

life today?

9. Sinful man needs an intercessor in order to come to God. What steps did Jesus take to become 

our High Priest? See Hebrews 2:17.

10. Most people, unlike Saul, desire to be promoted in the eyes of those around them. Describe 

the prerequisites for spiritual success and explain where promotion comes from. Use 1 Peter 5:5-6 

for a reference as well as the text for this lesson.

11. God ordained that the children of Levi were to use the tithes for their own sustenance. What 

are our tithes and offerings used for in the church today? Does God’s blessing given in Malachi 

3:10 still apply to us today?
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various prizes written, such as a bookmark or lifesavers. 
For each verse that a student can remember, give him 
a card. At the end of class time the students can turn in 
the cards for their prizes.

Re-show some of the class openers from the previous 
lessons. See who can tell you what the lesson was 
about, or maybe just a main point of the lesson.

On flashcards write the Scripture reference for each past 
key verse. See which students can say the verse just by 
seeing the reference. Let every student have a chance.

Answers	for	ANSWER

SUPPLEMENTAL	QUESTIONS
Why is it important to believe the Biblical account of the 
Creation?

Who was the first man? Why did God make man?

What was the first temptation? When does temptation 
become sin? Can we resist temptation? How?

What did Noah do to make a way of escape from the 
Flood? Could anybody have done this? Why didn’t they? 
Was Noah the only one warned of this destruction? 
Compare the warning given in Noah’s time to warnings 
given for our day.

Why was it wrong for the people to build the tower of 
Babel? What lessons can we learn from this?

What did God call Abraham to do? What did God prom-
ise Abraham?

Who was the first leader of the Children of Israel? What 
was he called to do? How important is it to follow the 
things we are called to do?

Who was the first written Law given to? How was it writ-
ten? Do we have a written law to follow today? Who gave 
this law to us? Must we follow these instructions?

What was Aaron’s job? Was it God-given? Who took the 
sins of the whole world on Himself?

Who was Israel’s first king and why was he pleasing in 
God’s sight?

What are tithes and offerings?

THINGS	TO	DO
Have your class make a list of all the Bible subjects they 
can remember as having studied this quarter.

Bring several cards on which are printed the key verses 
from this quarter. On the backs of these cards have 
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