
Barb’s Falcons Landing Update July 31, 2020 

Summer is definitely in full swing, and it is already time to say “Goodbye to July”.  Nice rhyme, 

but don’t think for most of us it is a fond farewell.  A pandemic month is not nearly as delightful 

as the carefree days of summer we usually enjoy. And it is a hot one to boot! 

Here is my brief weekly update on the Coronavirus and happenings at Falcons Landing: 

Current COVID-19 statistics for 1 August: 

Worldwide: Cases: 17,061,855; Deaths 667,935 

United Sates: 4,431,399; Deaths 150,733 

Virginia: 88,904; Deaths 2141; hospitalized 7,786 

This past week there have been 7,600 new cases in Virginia and 74 new deaths.  There have 

been 911 new cases in the past 24 hrs. 

Northern Virginia continues to have new cases, but only 174 of the 911 new Virginia cases were 

in our area, so we can remain in Phase 3.   Other parts of Virginia are not doing as well, and the 

Tidewater area has been regressed back to Phase 2 by Governor Northam.  Bars and beaches 

seem to be the prime sources of new outbreaks. 

There is good news for Falcons Landing: We have no new cases of COVID-19 on our campus 

since my last report. Only four residents in Independent Living are on quarantine.  Three IL 

residents are still on quarantine due to being COVID-19 positive, and one additional resident on 

quarantine due to contact with a family member who tested positive.  There have been no new 

staff member positive cases and four are on quarantine. No health care residents are positive. 

I thank all of you for continuing to observe the precautions we have in place to protect 

everyone at Falcons Landing.  We will continue current activities without changes at this 

time. 

There are two problems that have come to light in the last couple of weeks.  

1) When staff are in your home, you must wear a face covering when in their presence, 

and they must also wear a facemask. It is best if you stay in another room for the 

duration of their visit.  Staff have unfortunately reported incidents in which residents 

have not worn a mask and have approached them while they are working.  That is not 

safe! Staff have been instructed to leave the residence and contact their supervisor if 

this should occur.  We may have residents who are unable to tolerate a mask due to a 

respiratory condition.  In that case, ensure you stay out of sight and there will be no 

issue with unsafe contact.  This applies to housekeeping, maintenance and security visits 

as well as any other contact with staff members in your home. 

 



2) If you choose to dine with others, you should maintain 10 ft of physical distance when 

you do not have a face covering in place.  Bob and his staff have carefully identified 

places in the Grand Dining Room and Café Annex that are 10 ft apart and place setting 

are set in front of those seats.  You will be seated at one of those places.  You must not 

move your seat or your place setting to another location.  The staff is trying to observe 

both staff and residents to keep dining as safe as possible and please help them by 

complying with the safeguards in place.  Also, do not leave your table to chat with 

another diner during or after the meal unless you are all wearing a mask and maintain 6 

ft of physical distance. 

I have also added specific guidance to our Phase 3 guidelines regarding overnight guests at 

Falcons Landing since this question has been asked several times.  Under Phase 3, we do not 

allow any overnight guests in Resident’s homes or staying in our guest rooms.  If you have 

someone visiting from out of town, there are many nice hotels in our area and you may visit 

them off campus.  If you wish to have them visit you in your home, only two may visit at a time. 

The search For Falcons Landing’s next CEO is in the final stages if all goes as scheduled. The two 

finalists will each be here on campus for a half day of activities that will include a tour, a 

meeting with the Resident Council, a final interview with the Executive Committee of the 

AFROC Board and a brief meeting with the members of the senior staff.  I expect one of those 

well-qualified candidates will be offered the position.  We can expect the announcement by 

mid-month if all goes as planned, and the transition is still planned for November.  That will 

allow time for the incoming CEO to wrap up activities at their current position and for me to 

prepare for their arrival and my departure.  Very bittersweet, particularly in the midst of this 

pandemic. But, this new leader will launch what I know will be an amazing and successful new 

chapter for Falcons Landing. 

Take care and stay safe.  I look forward to seeing you all again and in the meantime, welcome 

your emails and notes.  I have appreciated them so much over these long months of isolation.  

Thank you all.    

Cheers 

Barb 


