
Imaginary Trouble, 1986 oil on anodized aluminum 



 

“I don't like to say I have given my life to art. I prefer to say art has given 

me my life.” -Frank Stella 

Frank Stella 
born May 12, 1936  

When Stella was in his early 20s he began a series of paintings called  The 

Black Paintings. The Museum of Modern Art, in New York was so impressed 

with these paintings that they bought some of them. Later, he used bright 

acrylic paints to create more painting with straight lines then eventually  

began to incorporate other shapes and then attaching pieces of canvas to 

wood and building his paintings outward using aluminum and fiberglass.     

Finally Stella started to create sculptures which are art works that are in the 

round, or 3D.  

Frank Stella was born in Massachusetts in 
1936 and is best known as a minimalist 
artist. MINIMALIST art began in the 
1950s with a group of artists who did not 
make paintings and sculptures about the 
things they saw in the world, like a house, 
or a flower, or a  landscape. They made 
paintings and sculptures about the        
materials they used, like paint, and wood 
and metal. Their artworks look like they 
might have been made in a factory. 



 

1967, Black Painting 

Sunset Beach Sketch, 1967  Harran II, 1962 



 

Imaginary Trouble, oil on anodized aluminum, 1986 

One Small Goat Papa Bought for Two, 1984 



 

Giufà e La Statua Di Gesso, 1984  from Cones and Pillar Series 

Gobba, zoppa e collotorto, 1985  

How has Stella used 2D lines to imply 3D shapes? 



 

Jasper’s Split Star, 2017 

Leeuwarden II, 2017  



 

Geometric shapes can be 2D or 3D.  Can you find any of these 

shapes in Frank Stella’s work? In this lesson we will be creating 

an assemblage that incorporates both 2D and 3D shapes that we 

make from paper. 



 

White paper for background, colored papers for shapes, scissor, 

pencil, glue, clear tape, ruler, circle templates to trace such as a cup 

or lid, crayons to add shading, optional black paper for mounting. 

1. Using a ruler and round templates, create a variety of 2D geometric 

shapes such as circles, rectangles, squares and triangles by tracing 

them on colored paper then cutting them out.  

 



 

 

2. Lay the 2D shapes on your 

white paper, overlapping them, 

until you are pleased with the 

arrangement. 

 

3. You can use crayons to 

shade some 2D shapes to 

make them look 3D. 

Check out the circle on the 



 

 

4. Try folding some shapes in 

half and cutting away nega-

tive space, such as seen with 

the brown square or the 

pink circles n the composi-

tion.  It is ok if some shapes 

extend beyond the white 

page a bit. You can even use 

crayons to add depth to the 

white, or “negative” 

space”. 

Use glue stick to glue down your 

shapes and then mount the white 

paper to a black background. 



 

5. Now let’s make some 3D shapes from paper! Try folding a rectangle 

to make it into a cylinder, or cutting a “pie piece” from a circle to roll it 

into a cone. 

You can even use the crayons to 

shade your 3D shapes!  

 

Finally, use clear tape to add 

these 3D shapes to your compo-

sition. 



 



 

Watch a free video of this lesson on 

 

 

Search for “Arts Center of Coastal Carolina” 
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