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Lesson Overview 
Using the resources in the APPENDIX, students will be able to 

compare and  contrast the different plant communities that can 

be found among our watershed here in Beaufort County.  Stu-

dents will be introduced to some of the native Flora of our region 

then should choose a plant and do research to identify what envi-

ronment that plant or tree best thrives in, such as muddy estuar-

ies, maritime forests, salt marsh and the nutrient-deprived 

sandy shores.  
 

Next, students will either go on a nature hunt and either gather a 

specimen (if small) or photograph their species, or will find a high 

resolution image on the internet to use as a reference and will 

create a nature study botanical illustration of the chosen species 

using a book page or newspaper substrate. 
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Botanical Illustrations 
 Botanical illustration is the art of depicting the form, color, and details of 

plant species with attention to detail. They must be scientifically accurate 

but often also have an artistic component and may be printed with a bo-

tanical description in books, magazines, and other media or sold as a work 

of art. Usually, they will not have a background or landscape, it is a 

standalone image of the plant itself. 
 

In this lesson, students will reference a photograph or actual plant sample, 

and will use careful observation skills to illustrate their chosen species us-

ing a page from an old book to create visual interest and texture. 
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MATERIALS 

 Photograph or plant sample to use     

as a reference 

 White paper for sketching 

 Pencil 

 Black pens with assorted tips 

 Colored pencils 

 Page from an old book or classified ads from newspaper (no images, 

just text) 
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PROCEDURES 

STEP 1: Select a photograph or plant specimen to use as a reference. 

 

 

STEP 2:  Trace the book page on the 

white paper so that you have actual 

dimensions to sketch in. 

 

 

 

 

 

STEP 3: Using pencil, 

lightly sketch your speci-

men. Begin with light 

pressure so you can erase 

and try to fill most of the 

page. Consider zooming in 

on part of the plant so 

that you can capture lots 

of detail later. Right now 

you should just be captur-

ing the shape of the plant, 

not the details.  
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PROCEDURES (cont.) 

 

 

STEP 4: Graphite Transfer: Cove the back of the 

sketch with an even coat of graphite (pencil). 

 

 

 
 

STEP 5:  Lay the sketch on top of the 

book page and use pencil to trace the 

sketch. The graphite from the back 

will make an imprint on the book 

page. 

 

 

STEP 6: Use a black pen to 

outline your sketch then 

begin to add details. 
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PROCEDURES (cont.) 

STEP 7: Next, use colored pencils to add color. Experiment with using many 

light layers to mix colors and try to capture shading and gradation in color. 

For example, a green bush will have MANY shades of green if you look care-

fully.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 8: Finally, title your work with the Latin (genus and species) name and 

add artist signature. 
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EXAMPLES 
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CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS 

 

 

Coastal Discovery Museum Online Resources Habitats (salt 

marsh, maritime forest) 

https://www.coastaldiscovery.org/home/discover-and-

learn/school-programs/ 
 

 

Salt Marsh Virtual Field trip 

www.knowitall.org/series/salt-marsh 

 

Hunting Island Interpretive Nature Trail 

southcarolinaparks.com/hunting-island/trails 

 

Audubon Newhall Preserve  

Take a nature walk and go bird watching and this preserve on 

the south end of Hilton Head Island. Trail guides available. 

REFERENCES 
Hiltonheadisland.com 

Dnr.sc.gov 

Friendsofhuntingisland.org 

scnps.org 
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 In the coastal watershed of Beaufort County we find unique assem-

blages of plant and animal communities, including the beaches, dunes, for-

ests, and wetlands. The physical environment of each habitat affects the 

types and distribution of plants occurring in each community type. The zo-

nation of maritime plant species is strongly influenced by the differential 

tolerance of the plants to sand burial, sand movement, and to salt water. 

 A complex interplay of features gives the coast its identity. There are 

salty ocean waters and muddy estuaries, nutrient-poor and highly mobile 

sandy substrates, maritime forests and expansive coastal grasslands, occa-

sional nor’easters and punishing hurricanes. These elements, combined 

with the dynamic wave and tide actions, merge in time and space to create 

a unique complex of conditions to which only a limited number of plants 

and animals have adapted.  

 The physical environment of the habitat affects the types and distribu-

tion of plants occurring in each community type.  For example, some plants 

can thrive in plant communities such as the salt marsh where the soil is nu-

trient rich as is often wet with saltwater, where others can tolerate more 

dry and sandy conditions such as sea oats. Cabbage Palmettos  are known 

to tolerate drought, standing water and brackish water and can withstand 

more salt spray than hardwood trees. 

 Explore some of the plants native to our shores at the SCDNR website 

and on the following pages: 

 

www.dnr.sc.gov/marine/mrri/acechar/speciesgallery/Plants/index.html 

NATIVE FLORA 
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Longleaf Pine 

Spartina Grass 

Sea Oats 

Resurrection Fern 

Sweetgrass 
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Bracken Fern 
Saw Palmetto 

DID YOU KNOW? 

The Palmetto (Sabal palmetto),  also 

called the sabal palm and cabbage palm, is 

the state tree of South Carolina, although 

unlike other trees it contains no wood and 

is more closely related to grasses.  

Live Oak 
Glasswort 

Sabal Palmetto AKA Cabbage 
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Prickly Pear Cactus 

Marsh Elder 

Sea-Oxeye 

Yaupon Holly 

Sea Rocket 

Marsh Pink 
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Panic Grass 

Yucca 

Southern Red Cedar 

Dune Pennywort 

Common Cattail 
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