
Carefully selected colored leaves around a hole creates an illusion of a vortex.  

Exploring Natural Resources through 



 

“We often forget that WE ARE NATURE. Nature is not something separate from us. So 

when we say that we have lost our connection to nature, we’ve lost our connection 

to ourselves.” 

― Andy Goldsworthy 

Andy Goldsworthy 

1956- 

Andy Goldsworthy is an artist; he creates earth art working as both a 

sculptor and a photographer. A sculptor builds things and a photog-

rapher uses a camera to take photos of objects. Goldsworthy’s art is 

in collections all around the world including London, New York and 

the National Gallery of Art in Washington, D.C. among others. 

Andy Goldsworthy was born in Cheshire, 

England and after working as a farm      

laborer in his teenage years, he decided 

to pursue art in college. In 1985 he 

moved to Scotland and began making 

“Earth” or “Environmental” Art, an art 

movement that began in the 60’s and 

70’s. Earth art is art that is created using 

the materials of the earth, such as leaves, 

soil, and rocks. 



 

Andy Goldsworthy produces art using natural objects such as mud, 

flowers, ice, leaves, twigs, bubbles, pebbles, boulders, snow, bark, 

grass, pinecones and anything else that he finds on the earth. These 

materials from the earth are all different examples of NATURAL   

RESOURCES because they come from nature and can be used to 

make something beneficial.   

There are 2 types of natural resources. RENEWABLE resources 

are those that can be replaced in a short period of time, such as 

plants, animals, surface water, and wind. NON-RENWABLE re-

sources such as fossil fuels, metals, and minerals cannot be replaced 

in our lifetime. 



Can you name some of the natural resources that you think Andy 

Goldsworthy might have used to create these sculptures? Are they 

renewable or non-renewable? 



 

 

Goldsworthy’s projects are SITE-SPECIFIC outdoor creations 

that are meant to be CHANGED over time by wind, rain,       

erosion and other forces of nature, eventually disappearing. 

Goldsworthy brings no tools to his projects – he uses only his 

hands and tools found on site such as sharp stones, thorns, or 

feather quills to shape his art. 

If we look closely at the earth art of Andy Goldsworthy, we 

will notice that he is using objects that he finds from the 

earth and nothing more. Notice how the artist used elements 

of art to create designs that are pleasing to the eye. Using the  

ELEMENTS OF ART chart on the next page, see if you can 

identify at least 1 element of art in each of the above works of 

art. 



 

 
 



 

 

Found objects from nature. Consider grass, stones, pebbles, 
leaves, sticks, pinecones, seeds, berries, dirt, mud, acorns, sea-
shells, etc. Look around at the amazing materials you can find in 
your own backyard.  

 



 

Using the materials that you gathered, you will create an  
Abstract design. This means that your art will be whatever 
you’d like it to be by arranging natural elements together, 
similar to what Goldsworthy does, using the Elements of 

Art. 

Think about the following questions as you begin to put your 
art together: 
 

1. What shape do you want to create? Do you want to place 
your found objects in a line, or lay them down to create a 
circle, square or rectangle?  

3. What colors do you want your piece to be and how will 
you explore color with your found objects?  

4. Will your seeding be symmetrical? 

4. What elements of art will you use to make it pleasing to 
the eye? 
 



Next, challenge yourself to arrange natural elements 
into a self-portrait. Consider the shape of your head, 
eyes, and the relationship of your facial features.  

1. List all natural resources that you used for your 
compositions.  

2. List at least 2 elements of art that are evident your 
artwork. 



 

Watch a free video of this lesson on 

 

 

Search for “Arts Center of Coastal Carolina” 
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