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From the 
President's Desk

The story of Christmas can be thought 
of as the story of a family taking 
shape. Joseph and Mary travel to 
Bethlehem, and Mary gives birth 
to Jesus while they are there. They 
went to Bethlehem as a pair, and they 
left Bethlehem with this new life to 
nurture. 

Their lives were immediately a little 
more complicated—they were first-
time parents, which comes with its 
own challenges. In addition, they also 
had the terrifying complication of 
fleeing to Egypt following the warning 
of the magi and Joseph's dream. A lot 
is happening in the Christmas story, 
but this new family is at its heart.

We value the stories of families here 
at the Children's Home. In this 
issue of The Children's Voice, you'll 
find the story of a family that took a 
new direction through our adoption 
services. It's the kind of hopeful story 

that we are so thankful to be a part 
of, particularly in many circumstances 
where children have had to navigate 
difficult family issues in their young 
lives. We are glad for the opportunity 
to make a positive impact in the lives 
of children and families every day as 
we respond to God's call with quality 
care and love.

We are also grateful for you—all 
those who support the work of the 
Children's Home. You are also part of 
this family, and we could not do this 
work without you! I pray that as you 
revisit the story of the first Christmas, 
and the young family at the center of 
it, you will once again be moved by 
God's love in sending us the Christ 
child and in providing a family to care 
for and nurture that greatest of gifts.

by Julie Hager Love,   
President/CEO

President/CEO
Rev. Julie Hager Love

Public Relations
Rebecca Merrill 
rebecca.merrill@kyumh.org

The Kentucky United Methodist 
Children's Homes (incorporated as 
The Methodist Home of Kentucky) 
serves children and families 
throughout Kentucky.

The Children’s Voice is freely 
distributed to all interested persons. 

Contact info@KyUMH.org for 
a subscription or to change an 
address.

 

Nicholasville Campus
Administrative Offices
1115 Ashgrove Road 
Nicholasville, KY 40356  
(859) 523-3001

Mary Kendall Campus
201 Phillips Court 
Owensboro, KY 42303 
(270) 683-6481

Our Mission

To serve Christ by providing for the 
physical, emotional, educational 
and spiritual needs of children and 
families.

Our Belief 

We believe every individual is an 
individual of worth, entitled to God's 
gift of wholeness  
of life.

We serve persons regardless of race, 
ethnicity, economic status, sex or 
religion.

the Children's Voice

On behalf of the Board of Trustees, 
staff, and youth of your Kentucky 
United Methodist Children's Homes,

Merry 
     Christmas

and Happy New Year!
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Community partnership brings joy to KyUMH youth
We're grateful for community partners 
like Jessamine County Public Library 
(JCPL) who invest in our youth!

JCPL employee Brianna DeWitt 
is passionate about serving her 
community, especially teenagers. As 
the Teen Outreach Librarian, her role 
is to share the library's resources with 
young people in the community. 

Brianna visits us weekly to bring crafts 
and books for our residents. Our 
youth have enjoyed activities such as 
painting, making bracelets, creative 
window clings, and coloring. 
 
 

Over time, Brianna has built 
relationships with our youth. "I'll do 
the craft along with them and just 
listen," she says. As she gets to know 
them, "I get a better idea of what 
books to bring that they would be 
interested in," she says. 

Our youth look forward to Brianna's 
visits each week as a way to creatively 
express themselves and build 
relationships together. As much as our 
youth enjoy this time, Brianna says, "I 
probably get just as much out of our 
time together as they do." 

Brianna DeWitt, JCPL Teen Outreach Librarian, has brought the 
library to our youth.

Thank you for making a difference 
for youth like "Nick" in our Home 
Monitoring program! This program 
gives youth a second chance after 
they have gotten in trouble with the 
court system. These youth live with 
their families instead of juvenile 
detention with accountability 
from a KyUMH case manager.  

When we first met Nick, he was 
afraid. He was facing the possibility of 
returning to juvenile detention. Nick's 
KyUMH case manager called him 
daily and met with him and his family 
weekly to help guide him through 
this challenging time in his life. Nick 
worked hard to learn accountability 
for his actions and build resilience.

Nick diligently followed the program 
guidelines and has successfully 
moved on from our care. His case 
manager says, "it really warmed 
my heart when he said, 'Can I still 
call you every now and then?'"

Nick is now working hard towards 
his goals of completing high school 
and saving up for a car. We see 
in Nick what we know to be true 
for so many youth: they just need 
one caring adult to guide them! 

Last year, over 900 youth like Nick 
received a second chance through 
the Home Monitoring program. 
We are proud to help them 
become responsible, trustworthy 
citizens in their communities.

Youth like Nick just need one caring adult

Image is representative of the youth we serve.
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Caleb, Kara and Emelia  Roberts 
by Lindsey Erdman 
Contributing Writer

Caleb and Kara Roberts had always 
been open to the idea of adoption, but 
they never could have imagined what 
their adoption experience would be 
like. After several years of infertility 
and a couple miscarriages, Kara shares, 
“we felt like God was telling us 
adoption was our next step to having 
an earth side baby.” Caleb and Kara 
turned to us for guidance. 

People like you supported Caleb 
and Kara through their journey into 
parenthood. Your support equipped 
KyUMH staff to conduct home 
studies and walk with them through 
the complex adoption process.
Kara and Caleb expressed that the 
support they was “the reason we 
got through this whole process with 
such ease.”  

Caleb and Kara got to meet their 
daughter much sooner than they 

expected. They received the news 
that their daughter would be 
arriving prematurely. Emelia was 
born prematurely at just 25 weeks. She 
weighed just over a pound and was 
small enough to fit in Caleb’s hand. 
Although they were worried for their 
new daughter, Kara says “seeing the 
answers to all our prayers was such 
an amazing feeling.”

“I got to see God form 
my child, right in front 
of my eyes!” Kara says.

Kara traveled from Kentucky to 
Florida to be with her for the three 
month NICU stay. Traveling back and 
forth was a challenge, but Caleb and 
Kara recognized the extra time they 
had been given with Emelia was a 
blessing.

Kara and Caleb were amazed by the 
experiences they had during Emelia’s 

time in the NICU. "I got to see God 
form my child, right in front of my 
eyes!" Kara says.

Being there to hold Emelia, giving 
Emelia her first bottle, and watching 
her take her first breath without 
oxygen tubes was a “once in a lifetime 
experience,” Kara says. "It was such a 
great bonding experience for us."

Thank you for helping Emelia find 
her forever family! The Mary Kendall 
Adoption Program was founded in 
1989 and has since helped place over 
600 children in families. 

Featured Forever Family 

For more information about 
our adoption program,  

visit kyumh.org/adoption

Caleb and Kara remember meeting Emelia for the first time in 
the NICU as the best part of their adoption journey. Today, she 
is thriving and growing in a loving family.
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*Name changed to protect privacy. Representative image.

by Melinda Ryles-Smith 
Vice President for Development

What is the most meaningful gift you 
ever gave? What made it so special? 

When I ask this question, I find a 
common theme—that the gift was 
personal and considered invaluable. It 
is a gift that, even when insured, cannot 
be replaced if lost or damaged.  

By now you have likely received many 
requests for donations this Christmas 
season. It is the time when charities like 
KyUMH take on a final push to raise 
funds before the calendar year ends.  

I am going to ask you something 
different: Where do your gifts become 
invaluable to you?  

We are all called to make the world 
better and to show God’s love. Where 
your gifts become invaluable is (I think) 
where you are called to show God's 
love. For some of us it is in children’s 
causes. In others animal welfare, the 
arts, or medical care. Often times it is 
several of these at once! 

There is so much joy that comes from 
giving to a purpose that we are called 
to! It lights up not only our own life, 
but others. It frees us up to experience 
the radical love of God. It also helps us 
live more fully into the life God calls 
us to be a part of. It means we can be 
better unified in building the Kingdom 
of God.   
 

GIVING WITH KYUMH
Become an Angel Sponsor
Angel Sponsors provide a 
foundation of care for our 
youth to heal from trauma. 
Their monthly gifts provide for 
our youth's daily needs such as 
food, medical care, education, 
and spiritual life. To become 
an Angel Sponsor, visit our 
website at kyumh.org.

1 Give through your will
Leave a legacy of healing by 
giving through your will. Your 
bequest may be a general gift 
or for a purpose you describe in 
your will. For more information, 
contact Melinda Ryles-Smith, 
Vice President for Development, 
at (859) 523-3001 or melinda@
kyumh.org

2

As you are planning your year-end 
giving, consider where your gifts 
become invaluable. If it is with 
KyUMH, I am grateful! I believe there 
is no more valuable gift than helping a 
child heal and build a new future.

Become an Ambassador
Ambassadors are volunteers 
who advocate for our youth 
in their church. They receive 
mailed materials 4-5 times per 
year that will equip them to 
share updates from KyUMH. 
If you are interested, call us at 
(859) 523-3001. 

3

Giving Invaluable Gifts

Archival images of KyUMH residents at Chrismastime.



 7KyUMH.org ∙ 859.523.3001 December 2023/January 2024

Thanks for visiting!

Coming for a tour of our Nicholasville campus is a great way to see the impact of your gifts!

Thanks to the Richmond UMC United  Women in Faith (pictured above, left), Wilmore UMC (center) and John and 
Melissa Loper, Shannon Sharpe, and Emma and Elizabeth Grider (right) for visiting us this fall.

Tours are available by appointment. Contact Rebecca Merrill at rebecca.merrill@kyumh.org or (859) 523-3001 to 
schedule your tour.

Did you know..?
Last year, for 
every one child 
we served in 
residential care...

...we served 10 children 
in the community, 
growing our early-
intervention care.

KyUMH employs

150+
people across all our 
programs.

KyUMH 
partners 
with four 
school 
districts 
across the state to reach 
even more kids with 
counseling and other 
support.

Our Home Monitoring 
Program serves an 
average of

175 youth per 
month.

The first 5th Sunday 
Offering was in 1902 
and raised $1,259.70 
in a year. Equivalent 
to $33,000 in today's 
money!
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The winter blues. Many of us have 
heard of it and some of us might 
experience it. That feeling of being 
down can, for some, be overwhelming. 
The hope and expectation of the 
holiday season is followed by colder 
and darker days that lead to feelings 
of sadness or not quite feeling like 
yourself. For some, these mood changes 
can be more serious and can affect how 
a person thinks or feels. This is called 
Seasonal Affective Disorder (SAD).

What are symptoms of SAD?

Some symptoms of SAD can include 
the following: a persistent low mood, 
irritability, feeling lethargic, or difficulty 
concentrating. These symptoms often 
interfere with daily functioning and 
could linger for several months. 

What causes SAD?

Scientists and experts do not fully 
understand what causes SAD. Some 
think the lack of sunlight, leading to 

a Vitamin D deficiency, may trigger 
it. Other theories suggest that brain 
chemical imbalance or a melatonin 
boost may trigger SAD. 

How is SAD diagnosed?

If you think that you may be 
experiencing the symptoms of SAD, a 
mental health professional can diagnose 
the disorder. The mental health 
professional will ask about your mood, 
lifestyle, sleeping patterns, seasonal 
changes in thoughts and behaviors, etc

How is SAD treated? 

Like most depressive disorders, there 
are treatments to help decrease the 
symptoms one is experiencing. One 
treatment is light therapy, and it has 
been a mainstay for the treatment of 
SAD since the 1980s. Light therapy 
aims to expose people with SAD to a 
bright light every day to make up for 
the diminished natural sunshine in the 
darker months. 

Another treatment for SAD is 
talk therapy, specifically Cognitive 

by Cristin Lesher, LPCC 
Clinical Lead, Mending Point Behavioral Health

Behavioral Therapy, which is a form 
of therapy that aims to shift unhelpful 
ways of thinking. There is also a variety 
of antidepressant medications that can 
treat SAD. 

You can also learn ways to manage 
symptoms. Eating well balanced meals, 
getting enough sleep, and exercising 
regularly are ways to care of yourself 
and can decrease symptoms.  

Fortunately, there is treatment for 
Seasonal Affective Disorder. You should 
talk to your healthcare provider or 
mental health professional if you are 
experiencing symptoms. Providers are 
there to help.

Mending Point Behavioral Health 
Services is a Community-Based Service 
of Kentucky United Methodist Children's 
Homes. Based in Nicholasville, Mending 
Point provides counseling and case 
management for children and families 
in Jessamine and Fayette counties. Visit 
kyumh.org/mendingpoint to learn more or 
make a referral.
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Be a voice for Kentucky youth in Be a voice for Kentucky youth in 
the upcoming Legislative Session the upcoming Legislative Session 
When you join our Children's Advocacy Network, we 
will send you action alerts via e-mail. These alerts will 
include specific needs and what to share with your 
legislators via phone, e-mail or in person. The more our 
representatives hear from us, the more they will know 
how great the need is.

Sign up for the KyUMH Children's Advocacy Network

Name

Address

City, State, ZIP

Phone

E-mail

HONOR GIFTS

Ruth Bunch    
John Bunch 

Phyllis H. Burns    
Jeff Lunsford 

Maison DeBorde   
Vaugnetta Major 

Dayton & Martha Hatcher  
Craig Hatcher 

Molly Major   
Vaugnetta Major 

Duane & Pat Miksch   
James & Linda Scott 

Ostrander Grandchildren  
Wayne & Judith Ostrander 

September 1, 2023 - October 31, 2023

BIRTHDAYS
Renee Berkemeier   

Brenda Hartman 

Margaret Davis   
James & Linda Scott 

Betty Jo Fisher    
Karen D. Fisher Brasher

Ruth Stewart   
Marilann Melton 

 

IN HONOR OF
Juanita Peters    

Mary Thorpe 

Tim Philpot    
Dan Philpot 

Travis Roberts   
James & Anne Roberts 

Abenet Satterly    
Bud & Sharon Satterly 

Elizabeth Satterly    
Bud & Sharon Satterly 

John & JoAnn Smith    
Joy Coffman 

Rev. Michael, Brittany, William 
& Wesley Sweeney    
Dave & Anna Merlo 

Clyde & Lynda Tharp    
Tom & Becky Wallace 

Dr. & Mrs. E. Ray 
Throckmorton    
Eric & Robin Patterson 

Olivia Weber   
Vaugnetta Major 

Dr. Howard & Mrs. Helen 
Willen

 First UMC Hopkinsville-
Friendship Class 

George & Doris Wyatt    
Julie Hager Love 
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Pat Acke    
Carl T. Acke 

Carol Ackley   
Sherri Kossen 

Carrie Adams    
Jared Mattingly 

Charles Allen   
Charles & Jean Reynolds 

James & Dorothy Applegate  
Harry Applegate 

James R. "Jim" Basham    
Linda C. Nealy 

Dorothy Jean Beighle   
Crystal Beighle    
Dale & Patricia Beighle    
Renee L. Berkemeier   
Church of the Redeemed 

 Church of the Redeemed-
Happy Helpers Sunday School 
Class 

  Mr. & Mrs. Bart Daugherty 
  Dennis & Christy Doggett 
 Rick & Cindy Frederick 
  Lynn Gosnell 
  Joe & Cindy Gruen 
  Connie Osborne 
  Glenna Rice 

Marilyn Jane Binder    
Rev. Dr. Jay & Dr. Marian Smith 

Keith Bloomfield   
Glenda Bloomfield 

Robert L. Boal    
Dick & Phyllis Frymire 

Hazel Book    
Paul E. Book 

Betty Borsch    
Neita Falkner Estate 

Clara Bell Brady    
Don & Candy Fitzpatrick 

Donna Brown    
Charles F. Brown 

Liz Browning   
Connie Vice, Patti Hall & family 

Nancy Brumback    
Jerry & Norma Littlefield 

   Rogers & Marilyn Queen 
  Latney & Jean Ramsey 

Mary L. Bryant   
Pastor Rosalind Bryant 

Robert "Bob" Butler    
Don & Janice Kelly 

  Patricia W. Taylor 

Arnold Campbell   
Lucille Gregory 

Chris Campbell   
Lucille Gregory 

Kenny Clark    
Carla Barr 

Darla Congdon   
Daniel Mann 

Jim & Alma Creger   
Lucille Gregory 

Lorraine Criswell   
Lucille Gregory 

Robert & Carolyn Crockett  
Felix & Nicki Swiderski 

Nancy Daffron   
Dennis Flowers 

Mark & Sonda Deskins    
Sue Deskins 

Betty Dixon    
Mac & Lynda Deegan 

Rev. William E. Dodson   
Phyllis Dodson 

Jewell M. Doyle   
Sardis UMC - United Women 
in Faith 

Robert Dunaway   
Rosanna Dunaway 

William Eblen   
Marion Eblen 

Melaine Enloe   
Nancy Wetzel 

Violet Fager    
Gary & Pam Norman 

Joe Ferguson   
Stephen Ferguson 

Doris Fielding    
Jared Mattingly 

Owen Fielding    
Jared Mattingly 

Joy Fisher    
Karen D. Fisher Brasher 

September 1, 2023 - October 31, 2023

Sterling Fisher    
Karen D. Fisher Brasher 

Suzanne Foster   
Darnall H. Foster 

Hayden K. Fuller    
Clarese Fuller 

Bertha Fultz    
Linda Browning 

Bobe Fultz    
Jared Mattingly 

Elsie Gregory   
Lucille Gregory 

Noah Gregory   
Lucille Gregory 

John F. Gross    
Leigh Ann Gross 

Bill & Alice Hall   
Lucille Gregory 

Glenn Hampton    
Ann Osborn 

 Pat Sholar 

Jennifer Harber    
Ed Harber 

Rev. J.C. & Mamie Harris   
Lucille Gregory 

 Jared Mattingly 

James A. & Dianne Harris  
Lucille Gregory 

Barbara Harrod    
John & Alice Thompson 

  Nancy Wellinghoff 

Henrida Twyman Holloway  
Laura & Rachel Baines 

 Monty & Gayle Boyd 
  Martin Casciato 
 Jim E. Hunter, Jr. 
 Debra Holloway Ison 
 Jeff Robards Construction, Inc. 
 Mr. & Mrs. Mike Jones 
 Kentucky Crushed Stone 

Association
 Rick & Marilyn Lewis 
 John N. Manning 
 Steve & Melinda McCubbin 
 Paul J. & Angela S. McGee 
 Middletown UMC-New 

Covenant Sunday School Class 
 Richard Moody 
 Mary Phillips & Welenken 

CPAs
 Britt D. Rhodes 
 Mr. & Mrs. Carl Schumann 
 Carey Trotter & family 
 Mr. & Mrs. Steve Wisbey 

Phil Hunt    
Gary & Gwen Robinson 

Ronald Mac Ishmael   
Partricia Grant 

Connie Jennings   
William & Joyce McKinney 

Connie Lewis Jennings   
Lindsey & Jennifer Davis 

Josh Jessie    
Rev. Lea Ann Young Johnson 

Barbara Johnson    
Bob & Mary Ann Crowe 

MEMORIAL GIFTS
IN MEMORY OF

Give a unique gift 
this Christmas 
when you give in Memory 
or Honor of someone!

Recognize a birthday, 
anniversary, or other 
milestone and know 
your gift will help 
KyUMH youth!
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Ray Kemp   
Lynda Kemp 

Gerald "Jerry" Ladue   
Amanda Caffee & Cardinal 
Pointe Financial Group 

  Tracie Kiefer 
  Nola Osborne 
  Paul & Susan Sullivan 
  Joanne Wheeler 
  Rogers & Marilyn Queen 

Roberta, Ava Magil & Allene 
Langley    
Rhea Carter 

Michael LeClaire    
Jared Mattingly 

William J. Ledford    
Judy Ledford 

Harry & Sibyle Likens    
Debbie Geiselman 

Brian Lowe    
Jared Mattingly 

Douglas Lee Mack    
Rev. Ralph & Debra Young 

Kenny Marks    
Butch & Becky Clayton 

Ted & Betty Martin   
Charlene Whitmore 

Albert "Paw" & Martha 
"Nanny" Mattingly    
Jim Mattingly & family 

Chong McMullen   
Dennie Memorial UMC 

Melanie Metz   
Dorothy Jacavino 

Patricia Miksch   
Melissa Brown 

Maurice & Rae Mitchell    
Terry Collis 

Omar "Eddie" Moran    
Gayle A. Moran 

Charles Morgan   
Nancy Wetzel 

Haden Morrison   
Noreta Barton 

 Bert & Mary Nell Bertolasio 
  Larry & Rebbeca Glasscock 
  Wayne & Shirley Hardesty 
  Hardinsburg UMC 
  Barbara Hayes 
 Ruth Ann Skillman 
 Keith & Betty Sue Small 

Col. USAF (Ret) Victor Ortloff  
Mary Beth Eichinger 

Danny Osborne   
Courtney Spear 

Beverly Parrish   
Roger Parrish     
Rev. Dr. Jay & Dr. Marian Smith 

Dessie Penrod   
Eulene Stokes 

Mr. & Mrs. Eli Peters    
Mary Thorpe 

Ben Pulley   
Darnall H. Foster 

James & Julia Ravens   
Casandra Ravens 

Eugene Reynolds   
Jennifer Reynolds 

Patricia Riticher    
Jeff & Leah Karger 

Gloria Robinson    
Rev. Dr. Jay & Dr. Marian Smith 

Mark E. Robinson   
Barbara Robinson 

Virginia Rose    
Linda Browning 

Kendall Beth Royalty    
Rita T. Williams 

Rev. Alton O'Neil Shenton  
Jeff & Mina Bloodworth 

 Angela Collins 
 Karen D. Fisher Brasher 
 Adam & Karen Gray 
  Carolyn M. Macksoud 
 Chris Martin 
 Pat McGee 
 O'Dell, O'Neal, Hungerford & 

Blanchard 
 Ellen Smith 
 David Vann 
 Gene & Evelyn Vaughn 

IN MEMORY OF

BIRTHDAYS IN 
HEAVEN

Don Ryles    
Melinda and Jerry Smith 

Sandra Shipley    
Jane Shipley 

James & Joyce Silvey   
James & Sue Silvey Jr. 

Patrick Siria    
Butch & Becky Clayton 

Elizabeth Ann "Libby" Smith  
Bill & Judy Burton 

 Vivian Rice 

Jean H. Sosby    
Earl B. Sosby 

Paul Steenbergen   
Genirose Steenbergen 

Earl Stephens    
Jared Mattingly 

Faye Stephens    
Jared Mattingly 

Sharon Surbeck   
James Surbeck 

L.C. Taylor   
Lucille Gregory 

Hubert & Martha Thomas  
Buddy & Eveline Brooks 

Nick & Virginia Thompson  
Felix J. Swiderski 

Susan Thompson   
Everett Thompson 

Beckie Thorpe    
Mary Thorpe 

Rev. J.C. Thorpe    
Mary Thorpe 

Jerry Thorpe    
Mary Thorpe 

Rickey Thorpe Jr.    
Mary Thorpe 

Rickey Thorpe Sr.    
Mary Thorpe 

Caroline Johanna Trupp  
Thomas R. & Mary Hardie 

Rev. Jack & Mrs. Sally B. 
Vibbert    
The Jack Vibbert Evangelistic 
Foundation 

Beverly Voreis   
George & Glenda Thacker 

Maxine Warnshuis    
Col. (Ret.) Roger E. Warnshuis 

Bob Weakley    
John & Janet Rudolph 

Andrew R. Westholm   
Robert & Prudence Westholm 

Billy Wettstain   
Daniel Buck 

Rev. Gale Wetzel   
Nancy Wetzel 

Ralph Wetzel    
Carla Barr 

  Owensboro District United 
Women in Faith Mission Team 

Rosalie Whittenberger   
Aaron S. Whittenberger 

Rev. Doug Wilcoxson    
Gina Wilcoxson-Pinkerton 

Bobby R. Wilson    
Patsy D. Wilson 

Douglas Wilson    
John & Sandra Rudolph 

Jim Young    
Carla Barr 
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• Winter coats and waterproof gloves

• Backpacks, duffel bags, and suitcases

• Gift cards (Meijer, Walmart, Amazon, Target)

• LEGO sets, puzzles, board games, playing cards

• Soccer balls, volleyballs, basketballs

• Shampoo, conditioner, body wash 

• Laundry detergent pods

• Lysol wipes

• Lip balm

Nicholasville & Mary Kendall Campuses

OUR CHRISTMAS WISH LIST

Questions? 
Call (859) 523-3001 or email info@kyumh.org

Shop at Kroger, Support our youth!
When you select KyUMH on Kroger Community 
Rewards, Kroger will donate a portion of your 
purchase to us at no cost to you. 

It's easy to set up:
1. Go to Kroger.com/account/communityrewards

2. Search for "KY Methodist Children's Homes"

3. Select "Enroll" and then "Save"

Questions? call us at (859) 523-3001 


