
Sample congressional letter for NRC Members 

Date 
The Honorable ________ 
Office Address 
United States House of Representatives/United State Senate 
City, State, Zip 

Dear Representative/Senator ______________: 

I am writing to urge your support for the rail industry by making the Short Line Tax Credit (45G) 
permanent, opposing increases to truck size and weights and preserving a balanced regulatory 
environment. Through my work as (job title/function) and my __ years in the rail industry, I have a 
firsthand understanding of the benefits of a strong rail industry to our regional and national economy. 

As you know, (name of contractor) is based in your (district/state) and contributes to our regional 
economy by providing jobs for ___ employees and generating review in excess of $_______. (Name of 
contractor) recently completed work on (name of relevant project) that enabled (name of railroad) to 
expand capacity and transport for freight in a safe and cos-efficient manners in the surrounding 
communities. This improvement project was an important step in helping local manufacturers reach new 
markets in the United States and abroad. 

Make Short Line Tax Credit (45G) Permanent - Thank you for your past efforts to support the Short 
Line Tax Credit (45G). 45G has allowed short line railroads (which make up 29% of total freight miles in 
the U.S.) to privately invest over $4B since 2005 for track maintenance improvements since it was first 
enacted by Congress. The credit has historically had bi-partisan support and has been extended five 
times. I am asking for your support to make 45G permanent through the Building Rail Access for 
Customers and the Economy Act of 2019 (BRACE) Act (H.R. 721 and S. 407).  

As noted above, (name of railroad) took advantage of this tax credit to improve its line and provide better 
freight rail service to manufacturers in your district/state. 

Prohibit Increases to Truck Size and Weight – Strong rail and trucking industries go hand in hand in 
supporting a robust economy. However, we must control damage heavy trucks cause to our highways 
and bridges and limit truck lengths as a public safety issue. With limited highway infrastructure funds, it 
is essential that you oppose any increases in existing federal truck size and weight maximums beyond 
the current standard of 80,000 pounds. 

Preserve a Balanced Regulatory Environment – Our nation has benefitted from the market-based 
regulatory framework for freight railroads overseen by the STB without overt government intervention. I 
urge to you to stand firm against any new regulations that limit competition and put onerous restrictions 
on rail industry and the contractors and suppliers that support them. My company, (name of 
contractor/supplier), is a small, entrepreneurial business cannot stay competitive if burdened with 
complex regulations that are costly to implement. 

Please contact me if I can provide any additional details. (Name of contractor/supplier) would welcome a 
visit to our (facility/project site in ________) where you and your staff could meet our employees and see 
how a strong rail industry impacts them personally as well as our broader economy. 

Sincerely, 

Your Name 
Title, Company 
Address 
Your City, State, Zip 
Email, Phone Number 


