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Have you heard the news?
Day Nursery is Expanding!

Its official, Day Nursery of Abilene is expanding. For 
the last two years a collaborative community child 
care partnership has been under discussion with 

Hendrick Medical Center, Hardin-Simmons University 
and the Day Nursery of Abilene. The generosity of 
local foundations and other granting sources made 
the necessary funding commitments to get the 
project started in 2019 to make modifications to the 
old College Heights Elementary School into a child 
care facility. 

The work is beginning with hopes to have the center 
open later in 2019. A waiting list will be generated a 
few months out as well as hiring for approximately  
30 child care center staff positions. 

These are exciting times as Day Nursery of 
Abilene, Hardin Simmons University and Hendrick 
Medical Center join hands to pioneer this venture 
together. To be a part of the excitement, you too 

can participate! For brief information on how, see 
the Abilene Gives section of this newsletter. The 
success and growth of the Day Nursery of Abilene is 
because of the generosity shown to our organization 
by donors, foundations and businesses in our 
community. Thank you for giving. What you do makes 
a difference…one child at a time!  

Its back….the 10th Annual Putt “Fore” Children 
Event returns to Day Nursery! 

The Day Nursery of Abilene will hold its 10th annual Putt “Fore” Children event in 
October 2019 at the Primetime Entertainment Center. Many of you missed it when it 
was decided to postpone the event last year so that Day Nursery could celebrate its 45 
years. 45 reasons. event instead. Have no fear…dust off your putters and start practicing 
because October 5th will be here before we know it! 



On Tuesday, May 7th the Day Nursery of Abilene 
will participate in the 3rd annual Abilene Gives 
campaign. This community-wide giving day is 

a GREAT way to support causes you love like the Day 
Nursery of Abilene!

Beginning at midnight, the 24-hours of giving will 
begin for 2019 and will end at 11:59pm. Community 
Foundation of Abilene is leading the effort again. 

Please consider a gift to the Day Nursery as a selected 
charity for the 2019 Abilene Gives campaign. Every 
gift made that day through www.abilenegives.org 
increases Day Nursery’s chance of winning extra cash 
prizes and awards for participation. 

A minimum donation of $10 allows you to participate 
while a gift of $25 to Day Nursery will fund the 
purchase of a new book (and include the donor’s 
name) for our new center. Day Nursery’s board of 
director’s has set a goal of $20,000 which will allow the 
purchase of 800 books. 

Advanced giving will also be allowed this year 
beginning on April 29th through May 3rd. If you prefer 
to give in that manner, you may use the envelope 
provided in this newsletter to mail your check to 
Day Nursery made out to “Abilene Gives” with Day 

Nursery’s name noted in the 
memo. We will deliver these 
contributions on the giving day 
to the Community Foundation 
of Abilene. Otherwise gifts given on May 7th through 
the Abilene Gives website www.abilenegives.org 
will benefit Day Nursery and this exciting expansion 
project. 

For up to date information, watch for postings on Day 
Nursery’s Facebook and Twitter pages for updates 
before and during this one-day event. Please be sure 
to like, comment, share and retweet to increase Day 
Nursery’s exposure. Last year, because of YOU and 
your generosity, Day Nursery exceeded its fundraising 
goal. THANK YOU for making a difference…one child 
at a time! #AbileneGives

Your Gift Matters on May 7

D ay Nursery celebrated two significant 
milestones during 2018 both in the late fall. 
The first was the 25th anniversary of the Day 

Nursery of Abilene, Cedar Street center. A special 
ribbon cutting by the Abilene Chamber of Commerce 
Red Coats kicked off the celebration. Before releasing 
25 balloons, the children planted a tree to signify the 
growth of the center over the past 25 years. The Cedar 
Street Center was a result of Day Nursery’s first capital 
campaign in the early 1990s. The center officially 
opened in August 1993. It was dedicated in honor 
of founding Executive Director, Bea Ganson before 
she retired at the end of 1993. We were honored to 
have Bea as well as other community representatives 
present for the celebratory event!  

Secondly Day Nursery celebrated 45 years. 45 reasons. 
with a fun event in November. There were 45 different 
stories of successes resulting from 45 years of child 
care service to Abilene children and their families. 
Day Nursery of Abilene shared these successes with 

attendees during the “Dueling Pianos, Pies and 
Southern Skies” celebration event. Hundreds of 
attendees packed the 201 Mesquite Event Center to 
enjoy dinner by the Shed and a great dueling piano 
show performed by the Killer Dueling Pianos duo 
(from Austin/Fort Worth). It was so much fun that the 
board has determined it to be a repeatable event in 
2020! Stay tuned for these updates.  

Celebratory events were a success!



EMPLOYEES OF THE YEAR

TERESA JONES, SAM MORGAN, 
PINNY ALTILLERO

STAFF
HIGHLIGHTS

MAKING A DIFFERENCE...
ONE CHILD AT A TIME!

Generosity of our donors, October 2018 - March 2019
(45 Year sponsors / support listed separately)

GIFTS FROM FUNDS 
HELD AT THE 
COMMUNITY 

FOUNDATION OF 
ABILENE

Suzanne Alexander	
Katie and Jason Alford  	

in honor of Cynthia Pearson
Anonymous (3)	
Vicki Arthur	
Mr. and Mrs. David Bacon	
Batts Communications	
BDCD, Inc. dba Cockerell 

Properties	
Tara and Caleb Becker	
Carolyn and John Beckham	
Mrs. Gay Beitscher	
Big Country Restaurant and 

Refrigeration	
Blue Cross/Blue Shield of Texas	
Tammi and Rodney Briscoe	
Candace and Jacky Brown	
Linda and Ed Buckner	
Mary Burke	
Ruth and Lee Caldwell	
Cary Services	
Amanda Casler	
Brenda K Casselberry	
Nick Shepherd - Charles Schwab	
Bernice Clay	
Steve Collins	
Cindy and Glenn Cook	
Cheryl and Rob Cunningham	
DATROO Technologies, LLC	
Julie and Mike Denny	
Shirley Dickinson 	
	 in honor of the DNA Staff
Katherine Dickson	
Gail and Calvin Donaghey	

Pat and Bobby Drake 	
Trish and Jeff Dressen	
Scott Dueser	
Sindy and David Durham	
Martin Fergus	
Diana and Corby Flanagan	
Rolanda and Paul Fulham	
Bea Ganson	
Dr. and Mrs. Gary Goodnight	
Jean and Leslie Gore	
Pam and Sidney Grant	
Ann and Jack Griggs	
Wanda and Toney Gutierrez	
Dr. Mel Hailey	
Donna and Bob Hanna	
Phyllis and Warren Harkins	
Joe Hawkins and Kay 
Price-Hawkins 	
	 in honor of Cynthia Pearson
Vicki and Doug Hayhurst	
Leah and Johnny Herron	
Nancy and Bruce Hildebrand	
Whitney Hill and Jim Corbett	
Shelley and James Hughes	
IThink Marketing	
Anonymous	
Jerry Love, CPA	
Traci and Ryan Kana 	
Sheila and Ronnie Kidd	
John Kyle	
Laura’s Boutique	
Christy and John Macon	
Pamela and Tom Mann	

Angela Martin 	
	 in honor of Cynthia Pearson
Patricia and Cleber Massey	
Tip and Leck Matthews 	
	 in memory of Mrs. Jon 
	 Rex Jones
Candice and Forrest McCray	
Sharon and Michael McDonald	
Dr. Gae Lynn McInroe 	
	 in honor of Melody Roper
Susan and Russell McKeever	
Margie Medina	
Doris and Bobby Melson	
Jack Merck  	
	 in honor of Kat Merck
Leif Merck  	
	 in honor of Panissa and  

Dason Williams
Elizabeth and Aaron Miller	
Denese and Michael Montes	
Aimee and Michael Montgomery	
Leigh Ann and Darrell Moore	
Joel Morris	
Kenneth Murphy	
Napoleon Musonera	
Linda Neal	
Lynn Nichols	
Tamara Nowlan  	
	 in honor of DNA Cedar Street
Oil and Gas Investments	
Brenda Peak	
Cynthia Pearson 	
	 in honor of:                                                        

Dason Williams,  Vicki 

Hayhurst, Luke Pinson, Cheryl 
Cunningham, Jeff Dressen, Bea 
Ganson, Beverly Guthrie, Kaye 
Price Hawkins and Virginia  
Boyd Connally 

	 in memory of Brady Ganson  
and Becky Dixon

Didi and Kyle Pierce	
Abbie and Kevin Randolph 	
Stacey Nelson Randolph	
Helen and Mike Rangel	
Kristi and Ruppert Rangel	
Becky and Jack Rentz 	
Reynolds Manufacturing Co.	
Sharon and Tom Riley	
Melody Roper	
Donna Sanders  	
	 in honor of the DNA Admin 

Staff, Cynthia Pearson  
and Donna Sanders

Risha Sanders 	  
Melinda and Kris Seale	
Senter Realtors	
Lila and Bill Senter	
Suzie and Gary Shahan	
Anna and Pat Sigala	
Faye and Dale Smith	
Kim and Jim Snyder	
St. Paul United Methodist Church 

- Rev. Felicia Hopkins	
Sherry and Jeff Stewart	
Theresa Szemcsak	
Akane and Matthew Thaxton 	
Dr. Audra Ude	

Dr. and Mrs. Jim Webster	
West Texas CPR & Safety Training	
June Wideman	
Will Byler Dozer Service, LLC	
Panissa and Dason Williams	
Bobbie and Lee Wolfe	
World’s Okayest Mom, Inc.	

Professional Development Day

A Milestone Event benefiting Day Nursery of Abilene
Celebrating 45 Years. 45 Reasons.

EVENT PROGRAM
Welcome  Jonathan Moore, Emcee/Board Member 
 Day Nursery of Abilene  
 
Greetings from the Board  Dason Williams, Board Chair
 Day Nursery of Abilene 
 
Invocation Dr. Travis Craver, Board Member 
 Day Nursery of Abilene
 
Introduction to Day Nursery And the Reasons We Celebrate  
 Jonathan Moore, Emcee/Board Member 
 Day Nursery of Abilene  
 
Entertainment and Fun  “The Killer Dueling Pianos”
 
Closing Remarks Jonathan Moore, Emcee/Board Member 
 Day Nursery of Abilene

GRAND PIANO
Dian Graves Owen Foundation
Steve Arthur Family Foundation

BABY GRAND PIANO
Battles Home Improvement / 

Re-Bath of Abilene
Dodge Jones Foundation
Greathouse Foundation

STEINWAY
Ben E. Keith Foods

First Abilene Federal Credit Union
First Financial Bank/First Financial Trust

Billye Proctor Shaw and Glynn Ray
The Toro Company 

ANONYMOUS 
Weatherl & Associates

Merrill Lynch - Scott Avery

Peggy and Bob Beckham
Briley Holdings
First Bank Texas

Shelton Family Foundation
Desserts provided by local 

restaurants, establishments and other 
brilliant bakers

OTHER CONTRIBUTORS

KEYBOARD
Abilene Diagnostic Clinic
Abilene Teachers Federal 

Credit Union
AEP Texas

ANONYMOUS 
Atmos Energy

Barber Foundation
Batjer & Associates, Inc. 

Cactus Technology Solutions

Clavel Corporation - 
Blue Stop Max

Condley and Company + 
Anonymous

Eide Bailly, LLP
Estate of James Michael 

Alexander
Mick Hammond 

Bob Hanna Law Firm 
Hendrick Health System

Polk Petroleum/Kari and Sean Polk
Patty Knight, Senter, Realtors

Dr. and Mrs. Tony Melnyk
Lynn and Carol Roeder

Melody Roper 
Tittle Luther Partnership/Parkhill 

Smith & Cooper
United Way of Abilene

Wagstaff LLP

The “Keys” to a successful event – Event Sponsors & Contributors
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The “Keys” to a successful event – Event Sponsors & Contributors

Callie and Lee Hampton 
Donor Advised Fund

Morgan and Jesse Jones 
Designated Fund

Robert, Elsie & Roberta 
Watters Designated Fund

Weeze Daniel Donor Advised 
Fund

Community Foundation of 
Abilene (2018 Holiday Gift 
Giving Guide)

Community Foundation of 
Abilene (#Abilanthropy & 
Table Grants)



2019 New Board Members
Day Nursery of Abilene appreciates the community expertise of each 
member committed to the organization’s mission. Newly elected 
board members include: Todd Church, Blue Cross-Blue Shield; Will 
Duncan, Jacob & Martin Engineering; Jason Hernandez, Insurance 
Agent/Dance Choreographer; Jordan Light, Realtor/Agent; Gae Lynn 
McInroe, Associate Professor/McMurry University; Garrett Smith, 
CPA/Condley and Company; and Cameron Wiley, USAF/Dyess 
Airforce Base. 

Board leadership for 2019 includes Vicki Hayhurst, Chair; Dason 
Williams, Past Chair; Staci Benavides, Vice Chair; Cheryl Cunningham, 
Secretary; Tave Kelly Treasurer; 
and members-at-large: Travis 
Craver, Jonathan Moore,  and 
Zach Reyes.   

Other returning members 
include Vicki Arthur, Wade 
Ashby, Paula 
Clowdus, Jeff 
Dressen, Cathy  
Gray, Tip Matthews, 
Molly Moser,  
Melody Roper, and 
Panissa Williams.
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Cedar Street 
Center

650 Cedar Street
Abilene, TX 79601
(325) 670-0002

Vine Street 
Center

1442 Vine Street
Abilene, TX 79601
(325) 672-7351

Sherry Lane 
Center

3434 Sherry Lane
Abilene, TX 79601
(325) 673-1781

Administration
Office

702 Cedar Street
Abilene, TX 79601
(325) 673-1110

OUR CHILD CARE CENTERS:

Administration Office
702 Cedar Street

Abilene, TX 79601
(325) 673-1110 phone

(325) 677-0235 fax

Prefer Emails?  
Help DNA save money on 
printing and postage!
If you prefer to get an email version 
of the Nursery Rhyme, please email 
daynursery@daynurseryabilene.org.

COMMUNITY SUPPORT

daynurseryabilene.org

 

Duncan HernandezChurch

Light McInroe Smith Wiley

Special grant funding 
from donors at the 
Community Foundation 
of Abilene, through their 
holiday giving guide 
provided funds for new 
tricycles for the Day 
Nursery playgrounds.

New Trikes!

Volunteers at 45 Years Event


