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Hands on for Global Ground Support: new aircraft types are in the pipefine

day. Gaining the confidence and the
expertise is no overnight matter and
becausa this service exposes an aircraft
to the possibility of damage, it's thus
essential that staff are highly competent.
Beyond that is the economic aspect:
spraying is one thing, but cost-effective
sSpraying is quite another. At a time
when the accountant is king and the
green lobby is challenging the way
things are dane in society, it's vital that
there's no unnecessary application of
fluids and equally, it's in the handlers
best interest to ensure that any spent
fluid is recuperated as far as possible.

Global Ground Support’s Jeff Walsh
says that his company hasn't recently
added a great deal to the simulator
range that he has been offering now
for some years. As a manufacturer of
de-icing rigs, he sees a huge value in
this ancillary technology but readily
admits that it is not his bread and butter
product. Unit sales of simulators per
year tend to average out at around four
or five but he notes with undisguised
enthusiasm that the fiftieth sale is on the
horizon, which will be something of a
landmark in his operation. Most recently,
a couple of simulators have been sold
to Air Canada, whilst a third went to
United. The latest additions to his range
have included two new airframes to
enhance the training possibilities even
further: these are replicating the DC-10
and the Boeing 737,

Another big name in de-icing
sirmulation is that of Danish company
Viestergaard. As befits the manufacturer
of the Elephant Beta, the company also
produces the Elephant Beta Simulator, a
state-of-the-art, PC-based training tool.
It enables operators as well as trainees
to simulate most aspects of aircraft de-

icing in a lifelike erwirenment.
Vestergaard's recent deliveries include
simulators to TNT for its hub in Belgium
as well as to Scandinavia-based airline
SAS, which brings the total number of

delivered units to 27: these have been
sold to ground handlers, airlines and
airports alike.

Past Vestergaard deliveries have
included one particular application,
which has four aircraft de-icer
simulators, and which was delivered fo
GIMAS in Roissy airport, Paris. These
Beta simulators are network-based and
it is possible to carry out simulated de-
icing with two simulators working on
the same aircraft, with one de-icer on
each side of the aircraft; alternatively,

a quartet of de-icers working on one

aircraft is achievable. This has relevance
for large aircraft such as the A380. A
network feature enables the practice of
co-ordination between the operators
and it is a valuable tool in training both
news and inexperienced employees,

The system is able to provide a report
of the de-icing training session and
includes all information regarding the
time spent on the operation and the
quantity of fluid sprayed, as well as a re-
play function for after-action review.

The company adds that the latest
models feature the new, ergonomically
improved Beta Next Generation
controls.

POWER YOU CAN

COUNT ON

The mobile AIR START UNIT MSU200/400 meets the
requirements of today's generation of large aircraft up to
Boeing 777 and Airbus A380. It delivers compressed air
for main engine start and for the environmental control
syster operation, MSU200/400 meets the highest qual-
ity standards for ramp equipment. Rheinmetall Landsys-
teme is certified according to DIN EN IS0 9001.
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