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Part 4: The Cost of Operating, Maintaining, 
and Improving our Water System

This is the fourth in a series of articles that are intended to inform 
and educate residents about our water system and the issues we 
face. In our first three articles, we discussed the water system histo-
ry, sources of supply, and the state and federal regulations we follow 
to keep our water safe and reliable. In this article, we will review 
what it costs to provide this essential service and how we pay for it.
General budgeting overview

Our water utility is operated as an “Enterprise Fund,” which means 
that all revenues and expenditures associated with the water system 
are separately accounted for in the overall annual budget for the 
CSD. The water utility is budgeted to be self-supporting, meaning 
that all expenditures are covered by revenue that is specific to the 
water utility, which is predominantly the revenue generated from 
water bills sent to every homeowner. The Water Utility does share 
some resources with other departments of the CSD, and this is ac-

counted for through proportional allocations of general costs, such 
as management and administrative salaries to each department. 

Running the water utility as a self-supporting enterprise fund 
is consistent with best practices followed by most multi-function 
governmental bodies throughout the country. Therefore, it would 
be a misconception to believe that using property tax revenue for 
purposes other than water is limiting our ability to invest in wa-
ter infrastructure improvements. The fact is that significant capital 
improvements are already being made in water, and that if the wa-
ter utility needs more budget for more improvements, that money 
should come from increases in water utility revenue.
Annual expenditures

The recently approved annual CSD budget for Fiscal Year 2023/24 
establishes a total annual expenditure budget of $5.95 million. Ma-
jor components of this budget include:

If we add debt servicing (which is repayment of loans for past 
capital improvements) to capital outlay, we see that the budget is 

approximately one third each for Salaries and Benefits, Service and 
Supplies, and capital investments. 

Most of the capital outlay planned for the 2023/24 budget will 
go towards rehabilitation and repairs to various wells and booster 
stations, although in a notable change from past years, $0.5 million 
is allocated towards water main replacement. This will be the first 
substantial investment in renewal of our 50-year-old water mains, 
as a first step in what should become a long-term annual water main 
renewal program.

In the Service and Supplies category, two major line items in-
clude electricity for wells and boosters (approximately $460,000) 
and purchased/banked water ($448,000). These items together total 
about $908,000, or 15% of the total budget, and can be called our 
“variable costs,” meaning that they are proportional to the amount 
of water produced or purchased. The other 85% of the budget is 
comprised predominantly of “fixed costs,” meaning that variations 
in the amount of water produced cause little to no change in these 
expenditures.
Revenue

The large majority of water utility revenue comes from residen-
tial and commercial sales to metered customers. Our current water 
rate schedule was approved in 2019 and included annual increases 
through 2023. A residential home pays a base charge of about $85/

2 Goldfish Publications, LLC

December 2023 Bear Tracks cover photo taken by 
Fred Bittner

“FORGET ME NOT”
24x30 Alcohol Ink 

(Fully Framed and Matted)

When I was a girl, there was a horse that I rode and 
competed with in horse shows. She was the first 
horse I was ever in love with and we won many 

ribbons and trophies. One day, my trainer put her 
up for sale. I begged my father to buy Kachina 

for me, but he wouldn’t agree. She was pregnant 
when she was sold. When we went to see her and 
her baby, I wondered if she would remember me 

and she did. Although I was happy to see her, I 
didn’t know how to explain to her why I was no 

longer in her life and I felt extreme sadness. 
This painting is for all those who have had to 

leave their horses behind. 

For a private showing at 
CHARISSE FINE ART Studio 

in Bear Valley Springs, Tehachapi, please contact:
info@charissefineart.com | www.charissefineart.com

Greeting Cards & Prints also available on my website: 
www.charissefineart.com

“Forget Me Not” will be on display at the 
Mulligan room in BVS for the month of December

COME TO MY STUDIO AND CHOOSE A 
PRINT, CARD, TUMBLER OR TOTE BAG 

FOR A HAPPY CHRISTMAS GIFT.

E X P E R I E N C E  M A T T E R S

610 Bailey Ave., Tehachapi • 661-331-3618
www.dcsrvcenter. com

RV Parts, 
Service, Collision 

& Storage
We provide 

everything but your 
destination!

The Bear Valley Springs Water System
Submitted by

Paul Paparella 
BVCSD Infrastructure Committee

CONTINUED ON PAGE 24
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20+ years experience specializing in Bear Valley 
properties.

Each office is independently owned and operated.

YOUR YOUR 
NEIGHBORHOODNEIGHBORHOOD

REALTORS!REALTORS!

BEAR BEAR VALLEY’S VALLEY’S 
PROVEN SALES TEAMPROVEN SALES TEAM

EmilyEmily
TercyTercy

559 559 310-0337310-0337
Cal DRE #02196094Cal DRE #02196094

CarolCarol
MillerMiller

661 661 972-6044972-6044
Cal DRE #01744133Cal DRE #01744133

MY LISTINGS SELL! Call me today for a free market analysis on your home or ranch property.

Theresa Mann
Voted Tehachapi’s BEST & FAVORITE 

Realtor 2016-2022!

661
205-4088

Cal BRE #01281667

Wide Open Spaces! Approx 19.76 
acres of Ag Zoned property. Corner 
Lot. Up & coming wine growing 
region. Perfect location for a multitude 
of uses. Farming, Homesteading, Horse 
Ranch, Vineyard or just some room to 
breathe. Fantastic location off the beaten 
path. Multiple Water Sources! Prop-
erties in this area do not come available 
often. Investment potential. $375,000!

Wishing everyone in Bear Valley Wishing everyone in Bear Valley 
a wonderful holiday season!!!a wonderful holiday season!!!

Thank you for your support in Thank you for your support in 
2023!  2023!  

L I S T I N G S  N E E D E D ! 
SOLD last month…

4200 Buck Owen’s Blvd $1,800,000 Rep Seller
28240 Black Gold $420,000 Rep Buyer
22870 Martingale $915,000 Rep Buyer
20411 Pegasus $450,000 Rep Seller
22124 Copper $369,900 Rep Seller 
28881 Shannon Ct 24 $220,000 Rep Buyer & Seller
0 Cummings Valley Rd $90,000 Rep Seller

Wishing you Blessings of 
          the Season & a Very 
Merry Christmas Bear Valley !!

SOLD BY OUR TEAM!
118 Elm TEH rep buyer $345,000
29950 Horsethief SS rep seller $380,000



The LQAC would like to re-
cycle your used Christmas trees 
into functional aquatic hab-
itats within Four Island and 
Cub Lake. The goal is to collect 
Christmas trees, then recruit lo-
cal community volunteer help to 
create and place the newly cre-
ated habitats within the lake in 
January. Over the past four years 
of surveying the lakes, it has 
been found that there is little to 
no aquatic habitat or structures 
within the lakes. This makes it 
very difficult for small fish to 
survive and thrive within our 
lakes as they spend most of their 

energy swimming rather than 
on growing. The Christmas tree 
recycling program is a cost effec-
tive first step towards correcting 
this deficiency within our lakes. 

For this program, please make 
sure all the lights, ornaments, 
and tinsel have been removed 
from the tree. Additionally, if 
your tree has been flocked, it 
will not be able to be used. You 
can drop off your tree any time 
after Jan. 1 to the marked tree 
drop off location by the Jacks 
Hole parking lot. If we reach 300 
trees, the drop off area will be 
taped off, and signs will be hung 
indicating no more trees will be 
accepted.

In January, after the trees have 
been collected, our hope is to 
make this a community event 
by working with local volunteers 

and youths for the creation and 
placement of the newly created 
aquatic habitats. These habitats 
provide the base building block 
for a food web to begin. First mi-
croorganisms and small insects 
attach to the bark and thrive. 
Small fish are then attracted 
because of the small organisms 
upon which they feed. Small 
fish also utilize the space be-
tween the branches and trunks 
for safety and shelter. Larger fish 
are then attracted by the small-
er fish which they prey upon. 
Within the Bear Valley lakes, 
birds and turtles are at the top of 
the food pyramid and will utilize 
these habitats as they feed upon 
the fish that reside around and 
within them. Essentially, think 
of these aquatic habitats as your 
refrigerator and if you’re like 
most people (fish in this case), 
your most comfortable chair is 

relatively close to the fridge, not 
on the farthest end of the house. 

To create these habitats, the 
trees will be weighted down 
with cinder blocks and placed 
within the lakes next to one an-
other. The habitats will be placed 
so they lay horizontally on the 
bottom and are underwater at 
full pool level, creating the new 
aquatic habitats. These aquat-
ic habitats will be placed in key 
places around the lakes to ini-
tially improve spawning and 
young of the year survivability. 
A later second phase will focus 
on increasing angling opportu-
nities. A future article will pub-
lish lake depth maps that con-
tain the GPS coordinates for all 
placed aquatic habitats. If you 
or someone you know would 
like to participate, please email 
BVLQAC@gmail.com with your 
name and phone number. 
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Want to give the Bear 
Valley aquatic animals 

a Christmas gift?
Submitted by
Fred Hicks 

Lake Quality Advisory
Committee (LQAC) member
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• W E L L N E S S •

TehachapiWellness.com

Dr. Chris Seeley
Upper Cervical Chiropractor

In Old Towne at 
20412 Brian Way, Bldg. 4

823-9355

Call Now For Your FREE Consultation

Heal the Root Cause:
• • Migraine HeadachesMigraine Headaches
• • Hip Imbalance/Short LegHip Imbalance/Short Leg
• • ScoliosisScoliosis
• • Arm & Leg Pain/NumbnessArm & Leg Pain/Numbness
• • Brain FogBrain Fog
• • High Blood PressureHigh Blood Pressure
• • Vertigo & Meniere’s DiseaseVertigo & Meniere’s Disease
• • Digestive DisordersDigestive Disorders
• • ConcussionConcussion
• • TMJ DisordersTMJ Disorders
No Twisting, Cracking, Jerking 
of the Head, Neck or Spine:
Gentle & Advanced Health Care

In Pain? 
Why Suffer?

ERCHONIAERCHONIA
LASER LASER 

TECHNOLOGYTECHNOLOGY

Blanca Terrazas
CTA, MCC, DS

Cruises • Tours • Honeymoons • Groups
P.O. Box 324 • Tehachapi, CA

6 6 1 . 8 2 1 . 1 6 6 0
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In years past, most calls to 
911 were made from home 
(landline) telephones. When 
someone called 911, call-takers 
knew the location from where 
the call originated, which was 
critical. 

Today, over 80% of calls to 
911 come from mobile phones. 
And when call-takers take such 
calls, they have little to go on 
other than the phone number 
and a general sense of location 
(NOT an exact address).

When seconds count, 
wouldn’t it be great if these 
call-takers immediately had 
life-saving information such 

as critical medical conditions, 
disabilities, family contact 
information, or any other in-
formation helpful to first re-
sponders?

Smart911 provides that ser-
vice and is now available to 
Kern County residents, includ-
ing Bear Valley. It can be used 
for home and mobile phones, 
it’s free, and it’s secure. 
Security

Information is confidential 
and cannot be released to the 
public or other entities. Your 
data can never be used for in-
vestigative purposes. Your data 
can only be viewed by call-tak-
ers when a 911 call is made 
from the user’s phone number. 
Your information is stored in 

facilities that utilize encryption 
technologies used by leading 
financial institutions.
Uses

There are numerous uses for 
Smart911. Information stored 
by users often includes:

Names - Names, physical 
descriptions, and photos will 
help responders act quick-
ly if a child goes missing or 
help identify individuals in an 
emergency.

Phones - By adding all 
phones for your household, 
911 will have a better idea of 
where you are when you need 
help.

Animals - Keep all members 
of your household safe by in-
cluding pets, livestock, or ser-
vice animals that responders 
need to be aware of.

Medical Information - You 
can include medical details for 
any member of your house-
hold, enabling responders to 
have more information before 
they arrive on the scene.

Disabilities and Equipment 
- If special equipment is need-
ed to assist a person with a 
physical disability, or if specific 

tactics need to be used to ap-
proach or interact with some-
one with a developmental dis-
ability, these details can ensure 
a safe response.

Medications - Knowing 
current medications can help 
assess a patient and avoid 
dangerous drug interactions 
during treatment.

People are also using 
Smart911 for listing locations 
of gas lines and other utili-
ties, vehicles, communication 
preferences (including deaf or 
hard of hearing issues and pri-
mary language preferences), 
even photos of your residence 
for first responders to locate 
quickly.
Sign Up

Users sign up online at 
https://www.smart911.com 
and enter any information they 
feel essential to first respond-
ers. The website also includes 
helpful information to maxi-
mize the service.

Technology is always im-
proving and enabling public 
safety personnel to enhance 
service. Smart911 is an excel-
lent example of this. 

Sign up now for Smart 911
Submitted by

Bear Valley Springs 
Police Department  
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S E R V I N G  B V S  S I N C E  1 9 8 7 !

www.bvsproperties.com
661-331-1514

DRE #00986934

BVS real estate sales & property management for 36 years!BVS real estate sales & property management for 36 years!

Calling all equestrians and car collectors! This custom 3,069 s/f 4 bedroom and 3 bathroom Bear 
Valley Springs estate is Paradise Found plus you can assume the existing VA loan at 2.75% with an ap-
proximate balance of $725,000! You know this home is special upon pulling into the tree lined driveway. 
Enter into the foyer with a dramatic stairway to your upper main living level. From the entry proceed to 
the right to the private guest suite including a living area with a walk-out patio and fenced dog yard. A 
spacious bedroom with views to the mountain and a large full bathroom. Proceed to the left into a HUGE 
4+ car garage with room for your vehicles and a bonus room for exercise or a private office. Upstairs will 
you experience the open great room with a corner fireplace and front patio for your evening cocktails and 
to experience the amazing view over BVS! There is also a rear covered back composite patio for your all-sea-
son enjoyment. Your chef’s kitchen includes knotty pine cabinets, granite counter-tops a huge island and 
a full-length breakfast bar. Your adjoining dining area accommodates a large table for entertaining. The 
views to the lower pasture areas and into the valley are extra special. Low maintenance luxury plank vinyl 
flooring throughout makes this home both pet and family friendly! Past the great room is your comfortable 
master suite. There is a nice walk-in closet plus built-ins for extra storage. Your master bathroom includes 
a double vanity, jetted tub and a large stall shower. Down the hallway is your office/den with fiber optic 
high-speed internet to allow you to work-from-home! PC magazine named Bear Valley Springs the 2nd 
best work-from-home city in 02/2021. Proceed down the hallway to 2 additional nice sized bedrooms. The 
3rd full bathroom has a double vanity and more knotty pine cabinets. The laundry room is adjacent and 
has so many cabinets for all of your storage needs and a wash basin too! This well-designed quality home 
with lovely accents like coffered ceilings and many built-ins provide space and privacy for everyone. Views 
from every room with windows galore! New custom blinds throughout plus a new pellet stove for winter 
warmth! A Solar Peak full house system with 28 panels, 17,800 watts of power plus a 20K-watt hour solar 
back-up capacity! This estate has it all! Step outside to view your 2.89 acre ranch. There is a large, fenced 
pasture area, and a fenced small court dressage arena. The almost new Castlebrook barn features 3 sand/dg 
and matted stalls, one currently used as a chicken coop, a large tie and wash area, a 12’x12’ tack room and 
spacious 16’x12’ feed room too! The full-length overhang provides extra protection from the elements. The 
horse facilities include solar charged perimeter fencing! Hook-up for misters. Majestic oak trees enhance 
this one-of-a-kind property. Come experience Paradise in Bear Valley Springs! Offered for $945,000
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Chimney ChokersChimney Chokers

661-965-3343661-965-3343

CHIMNEY SWEEP & 
DRYER VENT CLEANING

We service and repair pellet 
stoves, wood stoves & fireplaces.

FREE ESTIMATES!

GOD BLESS AMERICA!GOD BLESS AMERICA!

DON’T DELAY - CALL TODAY!DON’T DELAY - CALL TODAY!

Say “winter” and pictures of 
cheery snowmen with bright 
scarves and carrot noses come 
to mind. The hope is that we 
might get snowed in with a fire 
in the fireplace, snuggled on the 
couch, with a cup of hot cocoa 
warming our hands. 

The reality for many of us is 
de-icing car windows in the 
dark early morning and man-
ic attention to weather reports 
and our appointment books. 
WHAT’S IN YOUR CAR 
EMERGENCY KIT? 

Everyone should have a basic 
car emergency kit containing 
jumper cables, work gloves, bat-
tery-operated flare lights, water, 
snacks, flashlight, first aid kit, 
and fire extinguisher. Consider 
adding a jacket, some cash, and 
walking shoes. 

For the winter months, some 
of us add snow chains. Keep 
your vehicle’s tank full and al-
ways let someone know where 
you’re going and when you plan 
to be there. Put together an 

overnight bag with a coat, ex-
tra clothing, toiletries, medica-
tions, and what you might want 
or need to spend the night in a 
hotel at lower elevations. Also, 
add a blanket, hat, and warm 
gloves in case you get stuck. 

But what if you get stranded 
in your vehicle during a storm? 
The American Red Cross of-
fers the following advice at 
www.redcross. org/get-help/
how-to-prepare-foremergen-
cies/types-of-emergencies/win-
ter-storm#During. 
IF YOU BECOME  
STRANDED

• Stay in the vehicle and wait 
for help. Do not leave the car to 
search for assistance unless help 
is visible within 100 yards (91 
meters). You can quickly be-
come disoriented and confused 
in blowing snow.

• Display a trouble sign to 
indicate you need help. Hang a 
brightly colored cloth (prefer-
ably red) on the radio antenna 
and raise the hood after snow 

stops falling.
• Run the engine occasionally 

to keep warm. Turn on the en-
gine for about 10 minutes each 
hour (or five minutes every half 
hour). Running the engine for 
only short periods reduces the 
risk of carbon monoxide poi-
soning and conserves fuel. Use 
the heater while the engine is 
running. Keep the exhaust pipe 
clear of snow and slightly open 
a downwind window for venti-
lation. 

• Leave the overhead light on 
when the engine is running so 
that you can be seen.

• Do light exercises to keep 
up circulation. Clap your hands 
and move your arms and legs 
occasionally. Try not to stay in 
one position for too long.

• If more than one person is 
in the vehicle, take turns sleep-
ing. If you are not awakened 
periodically to increase body 
temperature and circulation, 
you can freeze to death.

• Huddle together for 
warmth. Use newspapers, maps, 
and even the removable floor 

mats for added insulation. Lay-
ering items will help trap more 
body heat.

• Watch for signs of frostbite 
and hypothermia. Severe cold 
can cause numbness, making 
you unaware of possible danger.

• Drink fluids to avoid dehy-
dration, which can make you 
more susceptible to the ill ef-
fects of cold and heart attacks.

• Avoid overexertion. Cold 
weather puts an added strain 
on the heart. Shoveling snow 
or pushing a vehicle can bring 
on a heart attack or make other 
medical conditions worse. 

Additional advice can be 
found at www.ready.gov/win-
ter-weather for all aspects of 
weather preparedness. 

This article was provided by 
the Bear Valley Community 
Services District’s Disaster Pre-
paredness Advisory Council, 
which reminds you while disas-
ter preparedness is every person’s 
responsibility, we are all in this 
together, and together we are re-
silient. 

Preparedness – Winter travel safety

661-972-6774

Drapes, Blinds & Design by Charlotte
Wood Blinds • Solar Shades • Shutters • Cellular Shades

Custom Draperies • Residential & CommercialCustom Draperies • Residential & Commercial

Professional Installation • Over 30 Years Experience

charlotdem@yahoo.com



An original, circa 1980s, Bear Valley 
Springs wooden sign that has been craftily 
refurbished and would make a wonderful 
address sign for a beautiful property here in 
BVS. This sign can be viewed at the Associ-
ation office. We are auctioning the sign off 
under a sealed bid process. Minimum bid be-
gins at $200. Bid forms can be obtained at the 
Association office, Monday through Friday, 
from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. We will accept 
bids until Dec. 29, 2023. On Jan. 2, 2024, the 
highest bid will receive a telephone call after 
2 p.m., notifying them that they are the high-
est bidder. The winning bidder will have until 
Jan. 12, 2023 to pay for and pick up the sign. 

Just some side notes: the sign is solid wood 
construction, recently refurbished by our 
friends at the Cultural Arts Association, and 
weighs in at about 60 lbs. The dimensions are 
four feet tall at the highest point and 6 feet in 
length. Proceeds from the auction will go to 
refurbishment of the “Old Red School House” 
project. A special thank you to the Cultural 
Arts Association, who is so wiling to improve 
Bear Valley Springs with their labor and tal-
ent.

If you have any questions, please feel free 
to call the BVSA administrative office at 661-
821-5537.

Bear Tracks 9

Roofing 
Siding,WindoWS

& dooRS

Bear Valley Springs Association proudly presents… 
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OVERHEAD DOOR COMPANY OF THE ANTELOPE VALLEY
A Division of C&M Overhead Doors, Inc.

License 881400

Kern County Office
661-823-9210

Antelope Valley Office
661-946-7000

SALES • SERVICE • GARAGE DOORS & OPENERS

• Portable Toilets & Sinks
• Septic Pumping
• Construction Clean-up
• Septic Certification
• Temporary Fencing
• Percolation Testing
• Septic Installations/Repairs

Galileo Galilei championed 
observational astronomy and 
launched modern-era classical 
physics in the seventeenth cen-
tury. Prior to that, our view of 
the cosmos was based on Bab-
ylonian and Chaldean myths. 
The authors of the Middle 
Ages held that the heavens are 
a solid crystalline vault from 
which the sun, moon and stars 
are suspended; that rain falls 
through holes in a celestial cis-
tern. Earth, of course, was at 
the center of the universe.

From a vantage point of one 

million miles from Earth, the 
James Webb Space Telescope 
(JWST) has been scanning the 
cosmos and advancing cosmol-
ogy. It can detect objects up to 
100 times fainter than the Hub-
ble Space Telescope, allowing 
a glimpse of the formation of 
the first galaxies less than 200 
million years after the Big Bang 
— permanently sealing the me-
dieval fairy tales of our origins.

JWST is targeting stars with 
planetary systems to reveal 
every phase of our existence, 
ranging from the initial lumi-
nous glows after the big bang, 
to the formation of solar sys-
tems capable of supporting life. 
Massive amounts of data are 

Cosmic 
history 
with 
reason

Submitted by
Bear Valley  

Astronomy Club  

NASA, ESA, CSA, Joseph Olmsted (STScI)
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695 Tucker Road, S uite B •  Tehachapi,  C A  93561 •  661-822-2387
MIRAMAR INTERNATIONAL 

Raye Bugnosen
661-345-4302

DRE #02081691  

Scott Thatcher
661-205-9644

DRE #02005268

Frank
Graham

760
301-2711
DRE #02193960

Irene
Rippy

661
747-5238
DRE #00888260

Lindsay V.
(Villalpondo)

661
809-5169
DRE #02193960

Descygene 
Simunovich

661
238-5310
DRE #02124818

Petra
Doering

619
206-8154
DRE #02195054

Heather Silva
661-750-9763

DRE #02162002  

Brittany Smith
661-972-7251

DRE #02035689

Terry
Gardner

661
549-9498
DRE #01281283

Shannon
Valdez

661
477-8844
DRE #02158272

Joe
Morones

562
201-2887
DRE #01954095

May your home be filled with May your home be filled with 
happiness and joy this holiday season.happiness and joy this holiday season.

Merry Merry 
Christmas!Christmas!

analyzed daily to categorize 
exoplanets, putting Earth into 
a cosmic perspective where we 
are just one of countless plan-
ets in trillions of galaxies.

The search for life will be 
enhanced by Artificial Intelli-
gence (AI), such as Google’s AI 
chatbot, Bard, which was used 
recently with limited success, 
but that software is still on a 
steep learning curve. Eventu-
ally, AI will dominate space 
research with the goal of cat-
aloging habitable-zone exo-
planets and searching for the 
building blocks of life, as we 
know it. Our focus will be on 
detecting key signatures of life, 
such as elevated oxygen levels, 
water, methane and carbon 

dioxide. A special molecule 
called dimethyl sulfide would 
be the jackpot for identifying 
life — produced by bacterial 
metabolism. CFCs would indi-
cate industrial activity, the ulti-
mate jackpot. Simple life forms 
are probably prevalent in the 
universe, but a tech-savvy civ-
ilization would be a very rare 
event indeed. If it takes three 
billion years of evolution, then 
humans may be the first tech-
nological species in the Milky 
Way Galaxy. Against incredi-
ble odds, we may have won the 
cosmic lottery.

That would make us excep-
tional, but are we wise enough 
to save ourselves from extinc-
tion? 
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BVSA RECOGNIZED CLUBS
BVSA Recognized Clubs enjoy the benefits conveyed to them 

as per the BVSA Rules, Article 18.
• ASTRONOMY CLUB - Enjoy the night skies and learn about Astronomy with an enthusi-
astic group. Monthly meetings  Monthly meeting 1st Wednesday, 6:30pm, Oak Tree Country 
Club. Contact: Pres. Claude Plymate, info@bvsac.org
• BEARLY LADIES BUNCO CLUB - Provide an opportunity for good fellowship, comradery 
and sharing mutual interests in enjoying Bunco! Contact Mindi Pugh at bvsmin@sbcglobal.
net
• BUCKAROOS - Promotes safe, fun western cowboy activities for kids and adults alike. All 
levels of riders welcome. President Jeff Kermode @ (661) 343-7503, 1st VP George McMackin 
@ (661) 400-1333, 2nd VP Erika Underwood @ (805) 705-1123, Treasurer Cheryl Akerly @ 
(661) 609-6113 & Secretary Debi Kermode @ (949) 291-0551
• BV AQUATICS CLUB - is a group organized to advance the principles of aquatic health 
and fitness for BVSA as specified by the club by-laws. The club promotes responsible off-sea-
son use for recreation and fitness designated for lap swimmers and water aerobics. Contact 
the club via email bvaquatics2023@gmail.com.
• BVS CYCLE CLUB - Recreational and informative. Please contact Zack Crum at bvscycle-
club@gmail.com
• BVS VINTAGE DANCE AND TEA GROUP - Historical English Country Dancing. All wel-
come! Join Facebook page or Group Me app, BVS Vintage Dance and Tea Society or call Mar-
tha (818) 442-7888.
• BVS POKER CLUB - Provide good fellowship, comradery, and sharing of mutual friends. 
Contact Bill Snow at 562-922-2661 for more information.
• BVS SOCIAL BRIDGE CLUB - Social interaction and play. Call Ann Peyton @ 661-821-
0926
• BVS VETERAN’S ASSOCIATION - Commander Bill Kritlow @  949-394-4525.
• BVS WILDLIFE COALITION - Educates and advocates for living in harmony with wildlife 
through fun activities, presentations, and special events. We meet on the second Wednesday 
of the month at 6 PM in the OTC reception room. Email: BVSWildlifeCoalition@gmail.com 
• BVS WOMEN’S CLUB - Provides an opportunity for good fellowship among the women 
of BVS. Contact Deanna Hurst – deannahurst10@yahoo.com. Website: www.bvswomens-
club.com.
• CARRIAGE DRIVING - Meetings are the 2nd Thursday each month at 6:00 p.m. at the 
Equestrian Center Lounge. We promote safe driving, drive-and-ride outings and good horse-
manship. Contact Debbie Mayer @ (661) 238-8444
• CRAFTY LADIES - Meet at the Equestrian Center Lounge every Tuesday, 1-3 p.m. Bring 
your own project and get acquainted! Contact Robin Goodwin (831) 212-5643.
• CULTURAL ARTS ASSOCIATION (CAA) - CAA provides performing arts programs to 
enhance our way of life. Contact President: Linda Coverdale 661-330-7426.
• DRESSAGE - Dressage, working equitation, cavaletti, other equine activities. We meet on 
the second Saturday evening of each month. Meeting and more info on our website: https://
bvsdc.org/. Please contact Kathe Rich katherich@gmail.com.
• ECLECTIC BOOK CLUB - Meets the first Monday of the month at noon at the Equestrian 
Center Lounge. Call Kay Klinker for more information at 821-1621.
• GARDEN CLUB - The Garden Club is a resource for all Bear Valley residents who would 
like to make the most of their garden. Bring your questions, lessons learned and garden-
ing enthusiasm to our meetings, which take place every third Friday (February-October) @ 
Equestrian Center lounge. Dues are $10.00. Contact Ivette Farrell at 661-544-0087.
• GREENHORNS - Provides an environment for horse and rider to learn cattle-handling 
skills that are used in working cattle operations throughout the west. Contact President De-
nise Togami @ 805-231-8676, or Don McLaughlin @ 208-781-8746.
• HORSEMAN’S ASSOCIATION - Promotes fellowship, equestrian activities and facilities. 
Supports acquisition and preservation of riding trails. Contact President Susan Mustaffa @ 
661-538-0995 or smustaffa@outlook.com.
• MAKE IT SEW - To promote the advancement of sewing and quilting skills. Robyn Wood-
house 821-0603 or Teri Lindsey 805-304-7351.
• OAK TREE BRIDGE CLUB - Experience and enjoy the benefits the Bridge has to offer! 
Bob Nixon 661-823-9483.
• OAK TREE MEN’S GOLF - For Information Call President, Mark Poindexter at (805) 320-
9444. The Oak Tree Men’s Golf Club holds their meetings on the Wednesday before a tourna-

661-823-5400
TehachapiForRent.com
20693 Highway 202 • Tehachapi
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Call Me if You 
Are Interested 

in Renting 
Your Home!

SPECIALIZING IN
Residential & Commercial

PROPERTIES

Our Mission is to provide exceptionally 
performing assets and increased equity for 
our owners, while providing a good value 
and a great place to live for our tenants.

661-805-2017
LOCAL TEHACHAPI HVAC CONTRACTOR SINCE 2000

INSTALLATION • REPLACEMENTINSTALLATION • REPLACEMENT
REPAIR • MAINTENANCEREPAIR • MAINTENANCE
AIR QUALITY SERVICESAIR QUALITY SERVICES

WINTER SPECIAL!WINTER SPECIAL!
$$1391390000

Includes cleaning 
the coil

Authorized Carrier Deale
r

Authorized Carrier Deale
r

Buy Carrier and get top quality!Buy Carrier and get top quality!

We specialize in mini-split systems!
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ment or the second Wednesday of the month, if no tournament that month,  at 8:00 am in 
the Mulligan Room.
• OAK TREE WOMEN’S GOLF - Open play – Monday at 10:00; 9-hole playday – Wednes-
day at 10:00; 18-hole playday – Friday at 9:30. Those interested in playing or joining, contact 
the Pro Shop at 821-5144 or Joy Webber at 661-300-1536 or email: joyw2121@icloud.com.
• PICKLE BALL - Promote Pickle Ball Play. Contact Rhonda Arbolante, 661-428-7461, 
rhondaarbolante@gmail.com.
• PONY CLUB - The Bear Valley Springs Pony Club works with young riders, both English and 
Western, to develop their horsemanship and horse management skills. Contact Jena D’Cruz 
(661) 817-2173 or Jennifer Bankston (661) 204-1274.
• RC MODELERS - Anyone interested in RC Model Aviation or Cars are welcome to join us at 
the field and track (Jack’s Hole). We meet regularly on Wednesday and Saturday mornings. 
Contact Mitch McDiffett 661-378-5596.
• SPORTSMAN’S CLUB - The club coordinates a wide variety of social, sports and RV activ-
ities. Contact Will Handley at 661-414-6489.
• SWING DANCE CLUB -  Learn to swing dance Fridays in OTTC Banquet Room. R New 
dancers from 7:00 PM to 7:30, and intermediate dancers from 7:30 to 8:30 PM. Contact Brian 
at SwingDanceClub.BVS@gmail.com or 818-961-4622. Facebook BVS Swing Dance Club.  
• TAILWAGGERS DOG CLUB - Contact Tailwaggers President, Pam Miller, 661-203-5725.
• TENNIS CLUB - Contact Julian Leon at weedyleon@gmail.com.
• WILDLIFE COALITION - Join our Facebook page, become a dues-paying member of the 
Club or join our email list by contacting us at BVSWildlifeCoalition@gmail.com.

BVS SPECIAL INTERESTS AND
ORGANIZATIONS

• ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS – Alcoholics Anonymous Meetings are held at Bear Valley 
Community Church, Rm. B, Monday, 5:30pm (Literature) - Tuesday, 5:30pm (Men’s Stag), 
Tuesday 4:00 PM, (Women’s group), Thursday, 5:30pm (Participation). For More Information, 
please call: 661-202-8553.
• BVS LAKE QUALITY GROUP – Provides information on the quality of the Lakes in Bear 
Valley Springs. Please contact us at bvlqac@gmail.com
• CERT – Training BVS residents to be prepared and ready to serve in the event of a local di-
saster situation. Contact David Shaw at tehachapicert@gmail.com, 661-609-8365, https://
www.facebook.com/tehachapiCERT/
• CO-ED SOFTBALL – Come on out for a non-competitive pickup game of softball. It’s per-
fect for anyone who can’t run, throw, or catch but wants to get a little exercise and a lot of 
laughs. Ages 50+ Tues. and Thurs. 3:00 pm. All Ages Sundays at 3:00 pm. Contact Lisa Burt 
@ 821-0850 or the_burt_family@yahoo.com
• CUB SCOUT TROOP 135 – Grades 1st through 5th grade. Contact Cub Master Jon Read 
909-268-3297.
• EMERGENCY AMATEUR RADIO TEAM – This team is made up of licensed amateur 
radio operators in BVS who donate their services in times of an emergency. Weekly net 
check-in Sunday evenings at 7 p.m. 146.700Mhz(-) PL123.0. Contact John Dan Mason @ 
(661) 203-8398
• FRIDAY NIGHT BRIDGE PARTY – Relaxed atmosphere for couples and singles to enjoy 
social Bridge. Contact Carol Burdick @ 821-7213 or Elaine Williams @ 821-5768
• GRIZZLIES SWIM TEAM – We swim year-round. Recreational and competitive. Contact 
Debbie Papac @ 821-6541
• HISTORICAL SOCIETY – Provides an opportunity for good fellowship and encourages 
the residents of Bear Valley to become interested in the preservation of this community’s 
historical past. Contact Judy Reynolds @ 821-7035.
• LADIES BUNCO NIGHT – The dice start rolling at 3:00 PM and ends at 6:00 PM. We 
meet at the Whiting Center the second Sunday of every month. Contact the Whiting Center 
821-6641
• P & J BRIDGE CLUB – Contact Chris Schaeffer @ 661-771-2373
• TRAIL TREKKERS – Enhancing club member enjoyment of existing trail system within 
Bear Valley. Increase knowledge in the safe long-distance. Contact Carol Miller @ 821-8966.
• SPINNERS AND WEAVERS – Exchanging of techniques & support. Contact Elaine Max-
well @ 821-1680 or Rona Samuels @ 821-5828.
• VOLUNTEERS IN POLICE SERVICE (VIPS) – Contact 661-271-0413 for brochure and 
information.

110 East Tehachapi Blvd. • Tehachapi
CL #750346

The only unified soft flooring 
guaranteed to lay flat forever.

661-822-6959661-822-6959
661-979-7966661-979-7966

• Carpet • Hardwood
• Laminate • Vinyl
• Vinyl Planks • Tile
• Repairs
• Carpet Cleaning

for
CATS & 
DOGS

LLC

www.paragontreecare.com

661-747-0362661-747-0362

OPEN 24 HOURS
Your most trusted local 
tree care professionals.

Contact Us for a Free Estimate

• Crown cleaning, shaping• Crown cleaning, shaping
& reduction& reduction

• Mistletoe removal• Mistletoe removal
• Tree removal• Tree removal

• Tree stump grinding• Tree stump grinding
• Land clearing• Land clearing

& much more& much more

Contractors State Lic. #1074941 • CGL & Workers’ Comp. Insured
paragontreecare@gmail.com
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General Tree ServiceGeneral Tree Service
Certified Arborist in business Certified Arborist in business 

since 1945since 1945

www.generaltreeserviceinc.com
661-323-3155 • 661-323-4365661-323-3155 • 661-323-4365

General Tree Service has been in business for over 60 years. We have all the right equipment for any project. 
We can remove any size tree and also have our own cranes and operators. We specialize in tree transplanting 
and have a Spade Truck. As a Certified Arborist company, we fertilize, diagnose & treat trees that are in need 
of a specialist. Our Arborist can also can make recommendations of replacing declining trees with more envi-
ronmental desirable tree for your area.

We do NOT top trees. We follow ISA (International Society of Arboriculture) standards, a world-wide organi-
zation for proper pruning practices.

Our motto is: If we can save a tree, we most definitely will.

P.D. Insured • CA Contractor’s License #973642

O UR  E Q UI P ME N T
Chippers – Tree Spades – Tractors – Hydro Crane

Aerial Buckets 75’ – Stump Grinder – Brush Loaders – Dump Trucks

• Ornamental Pruning, Lacing & Shaping • Crown Reduction
• Stump Grinding/Root Barriers • Palm Tree Fertilization • Deep Root Fertilization

• Tree Conservation • Sick Tree? Evaluation, Diagnosis and Replacement 
• Visit Our Nursery: Mature Trees and Landscape Boulders

• Insect and Disease Management • Tree Removal and Land Clearing
• Master Planning and Tree Relocation • Line Clearing and Right of Way

S E RV I C E S
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You can help keep our valley clean by covering your trash cans 
on the way to the dump. Don’t put loose items in the bed of trucks 
and please don’t litter. You can also report uncovered trash trucks 
to Waste Management and to the CSD (get the truck ID). This is a 
beautiful place to live. Let’s keep it that way. 

We had a very minimal showing for our Oct. 28 trash pickup. 
Only six people the day of and two more signed up to do an area 
later, or eight people out of a community of almost 4,000 home-
sites. Even with only six people, we managed to pick up 13 bags of 
trash and lots of large items, as well. It is out there. You may not 
see it driving in your car, but it is there. 

We would like to have more younger people (under 60) get in-
volved in trash pick up. Most of our trash picker uppers range in 
age from mid-60s to 80. If you are interested in doing an area one 
time, or on an ongoing basis when it is convenient to you, please 

let us know and we will sign you up. We would also love to see 
some of our Bear Valley Clubs consider adopting an area to keep 
clean on an ongoing basis. 

Thank you for anything you can do to help. Look for the an-
nouncement of the Spring Trash pickup date. Come out and join 
us. We need you. 

For more information, or to volunteer, contact Kathy Under-
wood at 805-895-4067 or Laurie Rude Betts at 559-259-3236.

Steve HumpHreyS paintingSteve HumpHreyS painting

822-6754822-6754
We Accept
Credit Cards

Lic. #757908

Volunteers needed to keep our valley clean



The Environmental Control 
Committee will be referred to 
as the ECC in this article. How 
does the ECC work and what is 
the goal of that committee? The 
ECC committee is comprised 
of three members, who are in 
good standing and have a work-
ing knowledge of the ECC rules. 
The committee meets four times 
a month, with the exception of 
weeks that have a holiday. The 
committee reviews requests 
for exterior projects, otherwise 
known as submittals. They also 
look at requests for cooperation, 
or what most people know it by 
is, “A Violation.” 

The ECC secretary holds the 

meeting, records the minutes 
and details the ECC committees’ 
responses. Members are always 
welcome to speak directly with 
the ECC committee or present 
their requests in person by mak-
ing an appointment with the 
ECC secretary. The ECC secre-
tary is then responsible for no-
ticing the members of the com-
mittee’s decision. 

The ECC employs a field rep-
resentative who drives around 
the community in an effort to 
educate and inform members 
of their responsibilities to keep 
their property maintained and 
clean. The ECC field representa-
tive will not contact members in 
person. A letter requesting coop-
eration will be mailed to proper-
ty owners outlining the violation. 
I know this sounds counterpro-
ductive and not the best way to 

handle it, but unfortunately the 
association has specific rules set 
by the Davis Stirling Act as to 
what and how these types of is-
sues need to be addressed. 

When a property falls out of 
compliance, the ECC field rep-
resentative will photograph the 
issue and prepare a letter of co-
operation. The ECC field repre-
sentative cannot enter private 
property unless he/she is given 
written permission for that spe-
cific time and date. All photo-
graphs are taken from the public 
street unless the ECC field rep-
resentative is invited to take a 
photograph from a neighboring 
property. 

The association has very spe-
cific timelines to notify mem-
bers. We receive numerous calls 
regarding properties that appear 
out of compliance. I can assure 
you that we follow the timelines 
accordingly. Unfortunately, there 
are members who just don’t re-
spond or care. 

The process is: the owner re-
ceives a first notice, or request 
for cooperation, that owner 
has 7-15 days to respond to, 
depending on the type of vio-
lation. If there is no response, 
a second notice is sent out and 
another 15 days is allotted for 
response. If there is no response, 
the property is sent back to the 
ECC committee for an assign-
ment of a fine. Subsequently, the 
violations are sent to the Board 
of Directors for discussion and 
confirmation. A hearing notice 
is then mailed to the property 
owner to meet with the Board of 
Directors. The property owner is 
given 30 days to meet with the 
Board of Directors. If the prop-
erty owner fails to attend, the 
fine will be confirmed and the 
owner noticed. If the property 
owner then decides to reply, they 
are allowed to address the Board 
of Directors at a later meeting. 
This can become frustrating not 
only for the staff, but the Board 
of Directors and the neighbors 
of properties in violation. It be-
comes a very time-consuming 
process and requires hours of 
staff labor, not to mention the 

materials and postage. 
There are three potential out-

comes from this process. The first 
is the member/property owner 
complies and it goes no further. 
The second is that we go through 
this process and when it gets to 
the Board of Directors and a fine 
is confirmed, the property owner 
requests a meeting with the BOD 
to discuss the issue. The third is 
that we receive no response at 
all, fines are issued and accumu-
late until the threshold of fines 
is maxed out, then a process of 
small claims court and suspen-
sion of amenity privileges can be 
pursued. This third process can 
take months or years, depending 
on the situation and court system 
availability. Additionally, the cost 
to the membership must always 
be weighed against the benefit. 

As you can see, the process 
takes time and may be drawn 
out. I know that it appears that 
we are not doing everything pos-
sible or in a timely manner, but 
we are following the rules set by 
the state and doing our best to 
minimize exposing the associa-
tion to liability.

I know I went through this 
process quickly and probably left 
a few things out, but the ECC 
is an essential part of maintain-
ing the beauty of Bear Valley 
Springs. I understand that some-
times we think certain things are 
petty, but if we let the little things 
go, they sometimes grow into 
bigger problems and have a larg-
er effect. I encourage all mem-
bers to please call the ECC office 
if you have any questions or may 
be in doubt of what can and can-
not be done. We are here to help, 
answer questions and keep Bear 
Valley Springs beautiful. 

I want to thank all the mem-
bers/property owners who 
maintain their properties and 
continue to keep our community 
looking good! 

If you are interested in being 
on the Environmental Control 
Committee, please contact Vicky 
Laier, ECC Secretary, at vickyl@
bvsa.org, or 661-821-5537 ext. 
211.
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Lilly Tapia-Montiel
Call me for a FREE consultation
Office: 661-495-0087 • Cell: 661-492-9928
lillyh0109@yahoo.com
CA Lic. #0G91629   NV, TX, OR, AR & AZ

N E E D  H E L P  O R  W A N T
M O R E  F R O M  M E D I C A R E ?

Turning 65? Retiring Soon?
Make the best Medicare decision for YOU – Get all the information you need and avoid common mistakes.

Annual enrollment period (AEP) takes place this year from Oct. 15 through Dec. 7.
Medicare coverage changes go into effect on Jan. 1, 2024.

R&J Doormaster Sales, Inc.R&J Doormaster Sales, Inc.

661-831-6299661-831-6299
661-831-7788661-831-7788

Fax 661-831-8299Fax 661-831-8299
License #486992License #486992

Monique – Bear Valley Resident
1901 South Chester Ave. • Bakersfield, CA 933041901 South Chester Ave. • Bakersfield, CA 93304

Email – doormastersls@att.netEmail – doormastersls@att.net

Under New Ownership
Ann & Robert Curtin

At All American Automotive
822-4500 • 20577 SOUTH STREET

CHIP
REPAIRS

WEARE ALSOMOBILE

FOR ALL YOUR FOR ALL YOUR 
AUTOMOTIVE AUTOMOTIVE 
GLASS NEEDSGLASS NEEDS

WE HAVE

MOVED!

20577 South St. at

the top of the street

on the right!

The Environmental Control Committee and you!
Submitted by

James Panek 
BVS Environmental
Control Committee
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The holiday season has arrived. It is a time to reflect on what we 
are grateful for and give thanks for all we have in our lives, includ-
ing this beautiful valley we call home. 

The Bear Valley Springs Veterans Association (BVSVA) is a ser-
vice organization, and as such, we have just held on our Second 
Annual Surviving Spouses (widows) Luncheon at the Equestrian 
Center Lounge. It was initially the idea of our unit chaplain and 
both years it has been a huge success. The women in attendance 
had a safe place to share about their loved ones who have passed 
on. For some it was the first time sharing in a long time and very 
emotional. Our BVSVA Honor Guard put the lunch together and 
served the ladies to a sit down meal. We wanted them to feel spe-
cial for standing by their husbands during their active duty, and in 
their grief, we wanted to support them. We succeeded in creating 

a bond among the attendees, resulting in phone trees and month-
ly lunches, etc.

When serving the women, one woman looked at me with such 
gratitude, and said, “I feel so special being served.” 

Our Honor Guard just celebrated its fourth year of existence 
and stands ready to serve. I am so proud of how our Honor Guard 
volunteers have such passion for being of service, always doing 
so with dignity and respect. A big thank you to our Honor Guard 
members, who helped with this annual luncheon, and a bigger 
thank you to the ladies who attended our luncheon and allowed 
us to serve them.

FREE ESTIMATES!

• Timely Installations
• Quality Workmanship
• Friendly & Professional Steve Olson

THE HEAT SOURCE
661-823-0117

20817 South Street • Tehachapi
FIREPLACE CLEANING
Single Story Chimney Sweep 

$140.00
Two-Story Chimney Sweep 

$160.00
Pellet Stove Annual Service 

$175.00
NOW OFFERING SEAMLESS RAINGUTTERS!NOW OFFERING SEAMLESS RAINGUTTERS!

BVSVA honors surviving spouses at luncheon
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We accept most
major credit cards

PAY ONLINE!
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InnovativeTreeTrimming.comInnovativeTreeTrimming.com

Lic. #1087336

661-410-9037661-410-9037

• Seasonal Pruning• Seasonal Pruning
• Ornamental • Ornamental 

& Artistic Pruning& Artistic Pruning
• Thinning, Shaping• Thinning, Shaping

& Crowning& Crowning
• Weight Reduction• Weight Reduction

• Tree Removal • Tree Removal 
• Hazard Tree Removal• Hazard Tree Removal

• Stump Grinding• Stump Grinding
• Utility Line Certified• Utility Line Certified

• Brush Clearance • Brush Clearance 
& Clean Ups& Clean Ups

Western Dressage is an 
equestrian sport where a horse 
and rider perform specific 
tests, individually, at various 
levels of difficulty in a rectan-
gular arena, and receive nu-
merical scores on each part of 
their tests. Using western sad-
dles and gear, Western Dres-
sage training strives to create 
the relaxed, effective partner-
ships that are the hallmark of 
traditional working western 
horse and rider pairs associat-
ed with ranching and riding in 
the western United States.

Related to Classical Dressage 
as seen in the Olympics, West-
ern Dressage horses perform 
to demonstrate their harmony 
and accuracy to the judge(s) 
at various gaits in tests that 
may include circles, loops, di-
agonals, and straight lines and 

halts. Gaits include the walk, 
jog, and lope in collected, 
working, extended, and free 
frames.

As teams increase their skills, 
they can ‘move up the levels’ by 
competing in more challeng-
ing levels and in different tests 
within each level. Divisions are 
offered for open riders, ama-
teurs (non-pro adults) youth 
riders, and even gaited horses 
like Tennessee Walking Horses. 
Western Dressage starts with 
Introductory Level where com-
petitors show their skills at the 
walk and jog only, all the way 
up to Level 5, which includes 
sophisticated movements like 
extended and collected gaits, 
flying lead changes, half passes, 
side passes, pivots, and pirou-
ettes. 

Somewhat like figure skat-

ing, Western Dressage is a 
sport of precision, partnership, 
and beauty. It is also a wonder-
ful way for riders and horses of 
all skill levels to improve their 
communication and polish 
their presentation in a show 

atmosphere where the judge’s 
scores and notes provide im-
mediate feedback on their per-
formance. 

Any horse and rider team 
can practice and compete in 
Western Dressage. Accuracy is 

What is Western 
Dressage?

 Photo: Stine 
Shown competing at the Western Dressage World Champion-
ships in Guthrie, Oklahoma, Bear Valley Springs amateur horse-
woman Suzanne Vlietstra loves her Haflingers… and Western 
Dressage!
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Ann & Robert

20577 South Street
661-822-4950

GREAT PRICES & QUALITY PARTSGREAT PRICES & QUALITY PARTS

Free alignment with the 
purchase of 4 new tires

Services
Brakes • Shocks • Struts • Tune-Ups

Oil Change • Wheel Alignments
Specialty Lift Kits • Batteries
and all Other Maintenance

All American
Automotive Service Center

RESERVE YOUR TRUCK TODAY!
661-823-4641

Specializing in Front End Work
• Front End Alignments

• Lift Kits • Computer Alignments

WE HAVE

MOVED!

20577 South St. at

the top of the street

on the right!

Photo: Renfro 
Bear Valley equestrian professional Julie Renfro, shown here on 
a beautiful Spanish Lusitano horse, trains, competes, and judg-
es Western Dressage.  

paramount: even at the walk, 
riding an absolutely round 20 
meter circle takes time to per-
fect. Changes of gait must be 
made exactly where required 
on the written test, halts must 
be square, and turns must be 
smooth and fluid. Speed must 
be constant until a change is 
asked for; lines must not wan-
der or bow. 

Dressage has been described 
by some participants as ‘golf on 
horseback’ and there are cer-
tainly similarities: each sport 

looks deceptively simple until 
you try it, and both are addic-
tive and fun!

To learn more, visit the West-
ern Dressage Association of 
America at www.wdaa.org or 
check out www.cawda.org, the 
California affiliate club. Better 
yet, come to the Bear Valley 
Springs Dressage Club’s shows 
at the Equestrian Center (www.
bvsdc.org) to watch, ask ques-
tions, and get hooked on West-
ern Dressage! 

Photo: Katherine E. 
Western Dressage develops a relationship of harmony, trust, 
skill, and fun for horses and riders of all experience levels. Bear 
Valley rider Suzanne Vlietstra and her 21 year-old Haflinger 
gelding, Wise Lee, show off their prizes and smiles! 
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This year, the Tailwaggers Rescue Division 
is focusing on helping the staff and dogs at 
the Kern County’s City of Bakersfield Ani-
mal Care Center. This shelter is understaffed 
and underfunded. The shelter was originally 
built to contain only half the animals than 
are there right now. Last month, according 
to Josh Proctor with the BACC, the shelter 
takes in an average of 200 dogs a week. Josh 
feels that one of the biggest ways to keep dogs 
out of the shelters is to support more respon-
sible dog owners that will spay and neuter 
their dogs.

Tailwaggers is in the first phase of helping 
out the shelter which involves the following:

• Donating needed supplies
• Walking dogs both at the shelter and 

away from the shelter 
• Having Adopt a Dog days locally
We are donating what is on the needs list 

for Mt Vernon Shelter.  In the first two weeks 
of November alone, the community donat-
ed over 90 Kongs, a flatbed cart, a bunch of 
leashes, 55 blankets, 71 sheets, 151 

towels, 500 disposable potty pads, six con-
tainers of dog wipes, assorted health items, 
electric clippers, a doggy buggy, a walker for 
a two or three-legged dog, and many boxes of 
Lucy dog food rolls. This community rocks!! 
Word from the shelter was, “Thank you, 
thank you!” You already made a huge differ-
ence to the dogs at the shelter and provided 
fantastic support for the staff. 

For Thanksgiving we provided the shel-

Tailwaggers give hope and service 
to Mt. Vernon shelter dogs

Dorothy Ramirez with Reggie, a shelter 
dog.



ter with 16 ProSelect Heavy Duty 6-Quart Stainless Steel Pails. The 
“Christmas present” we want to give to the shelter is Kuranda anod-
ized aluminum outdoor dog beds that are 35”x23”. They are guar-
anteed to last five winters.  The cost is approximately $120.87 each, 

depending how many we buy, and they need 100 beds. If you can buy 
a bed for a dog, let us know!

We have a team of people who have been to the shelter to walk dogs 
and hold newborn puppies. We are training dogs to sit and be “polite” 
so as to make them more adoptable. We even put beds together so the 
dogs will be able to get off the cold floor this winter. So far it has been 
a great experience for those participating in this endeavor.  

We will continue to let the community know the needs of the shel-
ter and how you can help through the Tailwaggers’ Facebook and 
community flyers. If you want to help, call Molly at 818-512-9836 
and we will be happy to hear how you can help! Let’s show the shelter 
that our community, not just the Tailwaggers, is there for them, to 
help and to serve!
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Call Brian Agnetti at 661-978-7660

www.sanjoaquintractor.com

0% FINANCING
for up to 60 months

month (which does not include 
any amount of metered water), 
plus volumetric charges based 
on amount of water used. Af-
ter an initial lower priced tier, 
additional water use is billed at 
a higher rate, to encourage con-
servation.

Average water consumption 
in the community is about 300 
to 350 gallons per day per home, 
which results in an average an-
nual water bill of about $1,700 
to $2,000 per home. Many peo-
ple believe that this is expen-
sive, and our water is certainly 
not the cheapest compared to 

similar public systems in Kern 
County. However, to put this in 
context, consider what it would 
cost to buy bottled water by the 
gallon at our local Walmart: 
about $1.30 per one-gallon bot-
tle in August 2023. So, if you 
need 300 gallons per day, that 
would be $140,000 per year. 
Many people pay more per year 
for internet and TV service that 
they do for tap water. Which is 
more important to life?

About 50 to 60% of the annu-
al bill is comprised of the base 
charge, and the rest is based 
on metered volume of water. 
Residents may ask why they do 

not get any water for the base 
charge; or why they must pay 
the base charge even if they are 
using no water. Basically, the 
answer is that, as noted above, 
85% of our expenditure budget 
is in fixed rather than variable 
costs. It is also important for 
CSD operations that annual rev-
enue be stable and predictable. 
If most or all the revenue were 
based on usage, and we were 
forced to impose water use re-
strictions during a drought, we 
could come up short on neces-
sary revenue.

While the CSD cannot in-
crease “special taxes” (i.e. the 
current police, gate, or road 
special taxes) without a 2/3 ma-
jority vote on an election refer-
endum, rates for our enterprise 
funds, including water, are not 
“special taxes.” Water rates may 
be increased by resolution of 
the CSD Board of Directors, 
but subject to certain conditions 
under state law. Primarily, these 
are requirements for public no-
tice and hearing, and preclusion 
of using water rate revenue for 

purposes not related to the wa-
ter utility. Water rates must be 
based on the cost of service, 
and therefore it is good practice 
to have a water rate study pre-
pared prior to proposing a rate 
increase.

With the recent uptick in the 
number of new homes con-
structed in BVS, residents may 
wonder if new residents are ei-
ther paying their fair share for 
past investments or may cause 
our water demands to grow 
beyond our capacity to deliv-
er. This is addressed in Title 5, 
Chapter 3 of the District Code. 
Basically, for each new home, 
there is a capacity fee, which 
goes into the Water Develop-
ment Fund. That fund is re-
served for projects that add ca-
pacity to the water system.

In our next final part of this 
series, we will explain what cap-
ital improvements have been 
made in recent years, and what 
may be needed in the future to 
ensure the long-term reliability 
and safety of our water supply.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2
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TEXT OF PROPOSED CHANGES

ARTICLE 18
AMENITY SPECIAL ACTIVITIES USE BY 

INDIVIDUALS OR GROUPS
(Adopted 7/9/88 & Amended 1/18/92; Repealed & 

Adopted new 6/10/08)
SECTION 1800. PURPOSE AND SCOPE
(a) The purpose of this Article is to accommodate 
reasonable “Special Uses” and “Commercial Uses” of 
the facilities and common areas by groups of individuals 
where that use does not unduly conflict with the ordinary 
and regular use of facilities and common areas by 
Association Members; to provide for “Service Providers” 
for Association Members and to establish uniform 
criteria for Special Uses, Commercial Uses and Service 
Providers.
(b) As used in this Article, the following words and terms 
have the following meanings:
(1) “Special Use” means any use of a facility or common 
area by any individual or group of individuals that is in 
addition to or materially different than the regular and 
ordinary use of the facility or common area to which 
Members are entitled under the Governing Documents.
(2) “Special Use” shall not include any of the following:
(A) Association employees who provide services for 
Association Members and their guests for a fee, pursuant 
to employment contracts or within the scope of their 
employment.
(B) Persons who qualify as Service Providers under the 
provisions of Section 1809.
(C) Activities sponsored by the Association.
(3) “Special User” means any individual or group of 
individuals who applies for and is granted permission 
to make a Special Use of a facility or common area in 
accordance with this Article.
(4) “Commercial Use” means any use through which the 
Special User collects  fees, charges, rents, payments, or 
any other compensation for the use or occupation of the 
facility or common area.
(5) “Commercial User” means any user who applies for 
and is granted permission to make a Commercial Use of 
a facility or common area in accordance with this Article.
(6) Service Providers include, but are not limited to, 
instructors, coaches, and trainers who provide services 
for Association Members for a fee at a facility or 
common area, under the conditions set out in Section 
1809.
(7) (A) “Recognized Club” means any nonprofit 
club, group, or other association of persons, whether 
incorporated or unincorporated, recognized by the 
Association as making a significant and material 
contribution to the social, welfare, educational, or 
recreational activities or interests of Association 
Members, comprised of fifteen or more members, 
the members of which consist solely of Association 
Members and Bear Valley Springs resident tenants who 
are non-Association members who have been assigned 
Use Privilege Cards under Section 305(fg).
(Amended 3-10-10)
i. Individuals who are not Bear Valley Springs property 
owners, and are Recognized Club participant guests, 
must be sponsored by a Recognized Club Member 
who is a Bear Valley Springs property owner in good 
standing, or, a Bear Valley Springs tenant who has been 
assigned amenity privileges.
(Added 8/10/11)
(B) The organizational documents of Recognized Clubs 
shall not conflict with the Governing Documents or 
purposes of the Association.
(C) All Recognized Clubs shall maintain an official 
roster of club members (including Name, Lot and Tract 
Numbers of Association Members and Bear Valley 
Springs resident tenants who are non-Association 
members who have been assigned Use Privilege Cards 
under Section 305(fg). (Amended 8/10/11)
(D) It is the responsibility of the Club to keep its 
membership list up to date and make the list available to 
the Association upon request. Association recognized 
groups approved prior to the effective date of this 
Article, shall file a roster of its members within sixty 
days after the adoption of this Article. (Amended 

12/10/12)
(D) Except for Association recognized groups approved 
prior to the effective date of this Article, applications for 
Recognized Club status, as set out in Section 1812, must 
be filed with the Association Secretary and approved by 
the Board at its regular monthly meeting in order to be 
given Recognized Club status. (Amended 12/10/12)
(E) The Board of Directors may remove Recognized 
Club status if a club fails to meet status requirements. 
To maintain Recognized Club eligibility and the afforded 
privileges therein, the Recognized Club must:
(i) Adhere to all BVSA policies, rules and governing 
documents,
(ii) Annually file Club By-Laws, membership lists, and 
insurance coverage (as needed) with the BVSA and 
maintain (at least), the minimum membership threshold 
with BVSA members in good standing. (Amended 
9/10/12)
(iii) Continue to operate with community in mind. 
Recognized Club status requires that clubs and 
organizations operate as a nonprofit organization.
(Added 03/10/10)
(c) Association Members, Recognized Clubs and groups 
consisting solely of Association Members and their 
families will be given priority in scheduling dates of 
Special Uses and Commercial Uses.
(d) This Article is applicable to all persons who make 
or request a Special Use of a facility or common area 
for either profit or non-profit activities not conducted or 
sponsored by the Association.

SECTION 1801. SPECIAL USE REQUEST AND 
AGREEMENT
All users of a facility orf common area subject to this 
Article must execute the Section 1811 Special Use 
Request and Agreement. If the request is approved by the 
Facility Manager it will be sent to the General Manager 
or Board of Directors for final approval or denial, as 
provided in Section 1807. Until a Special Use Request 
and Agreement has been finally approved as provided 
under this Article, no person or group shall have any 
right to make a Special Use of a facility or common area. 
Special Use request forms are available at each amenity. 
(Amended 06/01/19)

SECTION 1802. FEES AND DEPOSITS
(a)(1) Except as expressly provided otherwise in this 
Article, all Special Users of a facility shall be charged 
a rental fee, in an amount to be established by the 
Board, for the purpose of at least partially reimbursing 
the Association for the estimated overhead and 
administrative costs incurred by the Association because 
of the Special Use of the facility, including, but not 
limited to, utilities and payroll costs. A Special User 
that is otherwise subject to the rental fee may receive 
an exemption from this fee for an event if a significant 
percentage of the gross revenue derived from the event 
will be used in Bear Valley Springs to contribute to the 
social, welfare, educational or recreational activities 
or interests of Association Members. The request for 
exemption must be in written form, addressed to the 
General Manager and include the gross revenue from the 
event and the amount and purpose of the revenue that 
will be used in Bear Valley Springs. Approval or denial 
of the request will be at the discretion of the General 
Manager and the Board of Directors, who will so indicate 
their decision on the original of the request, which will be 
returned to the Special User, and will file a copy of the 
request with the Association Secretary.
(2) Recognized Clubs shall be permitted to make 
Special Use of amenities and common areas without 
paying a rental fee unless such use is in conflict with 
Sections 1803 and/or 1804. If a conflict does exist 
the Recognized Club may negotiate the Special Use 
Request with the Facility Manager and the General 
Manager.  There will not be a fee charged to Recognized 
Clubs for use of BVSA Facilities and/or equipment that 
the Recognized Club has built or has paid to be built. 
A fee schedule, established by the General Manager (or 
Board of Directors) will be applied for use of BVSA 
equipment by Recognized Clubs that BVSA staff must 
erect or transport, including but not limited to: tables, 

chairs, BBQ’s and tents. Outside vendors, when utilized, 
shall have all appropriate health department certificates, 
insurance that indemnifies BVSA and signed release of 
liability.
(Amended 02-10-11)
(b) (1) Except as otherwise provided in this 
Article, all Special Users of an amenity must, at the 
time of submitting the required Special Use Request and 
Agreement, deposit with the Association a cleaning and 
repair deposit in a reasonable amount established by the 
Board. If the Special User leaves the amenity as clean 
and in the same condition and state of repair as existed 
prior to the Special Use, the deposit will be refunded. 
The deposit shall be forfeited to the Association if any 
cleaning or repair is required.
(2) Repetitive Special Users may elect to have 
monies remain on deposit during the term of their 
reservations, which may not exceed twelve months.
(3) Recognized Clubs will be exempt from the 
cleaning and repair deposit requirement so long as the 
Club leaves the amenity or common area in a clean and 
good condition.
(c) (1)All Commercial Users must pay, in 
addition to the rental fee required under Section 
1802(a), a fee not to exceed twenty percent (20%) of the 
Commercial User’s gross revenue derived or attributable 
to the Commercial User’s use of the facility or common 
area. This fee shall be due and payable to the Association 
promptly (but no later than two business days) after 
the end of the Commercial User’s use of the facility or 
common area.
(2) The Association reserves the right to inspect 
and audit the books and records of any Commercial 
User at any reasonable time to verify the gross revenue 
and the amount of the fee to be paid.
(3) Recognized Clubs are exempt from this fee.

SECTION 1803. UNUSUAL AMENITY HOUR
If a facility is kept open for a Special Use during 
unusual hours, (hours when the facility is normally 
closed), the Special User must reimburse the 
Association for all additional operational costs incurred 
by the Association for keeping the facility open during 
the unusual hours.

SECTION 1804. CLOSURE OF FACILITIES
(a) Any request to close a facility, entirely or 
partially, to general use by all Association Members 
in order to accommodate a Special Use, will require 
approval of the Facility Manager and the General 
Manager and must be stated in the Special Use Request 
and Agreement Form.
(b) In order to be considered for approval, the 
form must be executed by an Association Member and 
be submitted to the Association not less than 30 days in 
advance of the requested date of closure.

SECTION 1805. INDEMNIFICATION AND 
INSURANCE
(a) All Special Users and recognized clubs shall 
agree, by their use of Association facilities, to indemnify 
and hold the Association free and harmless from all 
claims arising out of, or related to, the use of a facility 
or common area.
(b) In addition, if the use of a facility or 
common area includes activities or events that, in 
the sole discretion of the Facility Manager, General 
Manager or Board, involve a degree of risk or injury to 
or death of persons or damage to property, the Special 
User shall obtain at its sole expense, and maintain at 
all times during the Special Use, a policy of general 
liability insurance with policy limits satisfactory to the 
Association and naming the Association as an additional 
insured. If this insurance is required, the Special User 
must provide a certificate of insurance evidencing the 
policy to the Association at least five working days prior 
to the Special Use of the facility or common area.

SECTION 1806 ADVERTISING
(a) Any proposed advertising, solicitation, news 
items, or invitations to the general public (persons who 
are not Association Members or District residents) 
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relating to Special Users must first be approved by the 
General Manager before publication, distribution or other 
dissemination.
(b) The Association is not responsible in any manner 
whatsoever for the results of any unauthorized 
advertisement or solicitation. Any members of the 
general public responding to advertisements, solicitations 
or other similar materials not so approved, may be denied 
access to Special Use of the Community Facilities and 
Common Areas at the sole discretion of the General 
Manager.
(c) Any advertising, news items or invitations 
to the public relating to Special Uses permitted under 
this Article must include instructions describing the 
procedures for obtaining a road or guest pass required 
for public access into Bear Valley Springs and the 
Community Facility or Common Area.
(d) It is the responsibility of the Special 
User to ensure that these instructions are included in 
any advertising, news items, or invitations, and the 
Association shall not be responsible for the instructions 
or a denial of access to members of the public that may 
result if the instructions are not given.

SECTION 1807. SPECIAL USE REQUEST AND 
AGREEMENT PROVISIONS
(a) All Special Use Requests and Agreements 
must contain all terms of the Special Use.
(b) All Special Use Requests and Agreements 
must be signed by an authorized representative of the 
Special User and by an authorized representative of the 
Association, which may be the Facility Manager, the 
General Manager, or the Board President or designee, 
depending on the circumstances and as prescribed in 
subdivisions (c), (d) and (e).
(c) All requests for Special Use of facilities 
or common areas by a Recognized Club must be 
approved by the Facility Manager unless the use by 
the Recognized Club will to any substantial degree 
preclude the use of the facility or common area by other 
Association Members, in which case the request must 
also be approved by the General Manager.
(d) All requests for non-commercial Special Use 
of facilities or common areas by any person or persons, 
other than a Recognized Club, must be approved by the 
Facility Manager and the General Manager.
(e) Except for Recognized Clubs, all requests 
for Commercial Use of facilities or common areas must 
be approved by the General Manager and or the Board 
and the Special Use Request and Agreement must be 
signed by the Board President or his or her designated 
representative at least thirty (30) days before the 
requested use is to begin.

SECTION 1808. TIME LIMITS
(a) Approvals or denials of Special Use requests 
will be made not less than seven (7) business days after 
receipt of the Special Use Request and Agreement by the 
Association representative responsible for approving or 
denying the request.
(b) Any Special Use for a period longer than eight 
(8) hours in any single day or for more than one day must 
be approved by the General Manager and or the Board.
(c) Special Use of facilities and common areas 
by Recognized Clubs on a regular, periodic basis, as 
for example, once per week, once per month, twice 
per month, quarterly, may be approved by the General 
Manager and or the Board, so long as a Special Use 
Request and Agreement is in effect covering those 
periods of time.
(d) Cancellations of approved Special Uses must 
be made by the Special User not less than ten (10) days 
prior to the first day of the requested Use.

SECTION 1809. SERVICE PROVIDERS
(a) Service Providers (Providers) must meet all 
of the following conditions in order to maintain their 
status as Service Providers:
(1) Annually register with the Facility Manager 
and the Association and pay an annual administrative 
fee established by the Board. This registration process 
will include a registration card.

(2) Obtain at their sole expense, and maintain 
at all times during their services, a policy of general 
liability insurance with policy limits satisfactory to the 
Association and naming the Association as an additional 
insured. The Provider must provide a certificate of 
insurance evidencing the policy to the Association 
at least five working days prior to their use of the 
facility or common area and indemnify and hold the 
Association and the District free and harmless from all 
claims arising out of, or related to, the use of the facility 
or common area.
(3) Register any persons using their services 
with the Facility Manager and the Association. This 
must include names and lots and tracts of Association 
Members and names and addresses of Bear Valley 
Springs resident tenants who are non- Association 
members who have been assigned Use Privilege Cards 
under Section 305(fg). In addition, Association Liability 
Release Forms for Adults and Minors, must be filed with 
the Association, and signed by any and all persons using 
their services, that indemnify and hold the Association 
and the District free and harmless from all claims 
arising out of, or related to, the use of a facility or 
common area.
(4) May only provide services for Association 
Members and Bear Valley Springs residents who have 
been assigned Use Privileges Cards under Section 
305(fg).
(5) May not, in the course of their services, 
partially or exclusively close a facility, or common 
area, or prohibit any other Association Members from 
the enjoyment of the facility or common area due to the 
number of participants or extent of the usage.
(b) Providers that do not adhere to all portions of 
this subdivision will be deemed Commercial Users and 
are subject to all the provisions of this article applicable 
to them.
(c) Service Providers must check in at each 
service occurrence with Amenity Management/staff 
prior to providing any services and apprise staff of 
service length and clients served.
(d) Providers who are not Association Members 
will require a road pass furnished by the Association 
Member using their services, and be accompanied at all 
times by said Association Member.

TEXT OF ADOPTED CHANGES
(Deletions are shown in strikethrough type and 

additions in bold underlined type)

PURPOSE AND EFFECT OF PROPOSED 
CHANGES
Association Rules Section 305:  Use Privilege Cards
(a) Subject to this Section 305, Tthe 
Association will issue Use Privilege Cards to Nnew 
Members and their immediate family upon application 
and presentation of evidence of eligibility for 
membership in the form of a recorded grant deed or a 
currently effective title insurance policy on property 
within Bear Valley Springs (BVS).
(b) (1) If more than one person owns a lot or 
condominium, all of the owners together are deemed to 
be one Member or one Membership, pursuant to Par. 
11b(2) of the Covenants and Restrictions (C&Rs) and 
Art. III, Section 4 of the Association Bylaws.
(2) Pursuant to Art. VII, Sec. 2 of the Association 
Bylaws, the persons included in the Membership 
have the right to designate the members of one single 
family residing together who may use the Community 
Facilities and Common Areas in BVS.
(c) Designation of family members must 
be made on an application form provided by the 
Association and is that will be subject to the 
Association’s verification that the information provided 
by the Membership qualifies the persons designated as 
family members.
(d) (1) Use Privilege Cards will be issued to the 
persons designated by the Membership and found to be 
qualified family members by the Association.

(2) The minor children of parents, who are 
divorced or separated and who have been awarded 

their joint physical custody as defined in Family Code 
Section 3004, are deemed to reside with each parent.
(e) Applications for changes in the designated 
family and family members may be made to the 
Association upon surrender of the Use Privilege Cards 
issued to that Membership.
(f) Residences, residential lots, condominiums 
and condominium lots are intended to be used for 
residential purposes only. Short-term rentals or leases 
(less than 6 months thirty (30) consecutive days in 
length at any one time negatively impact Association 
resources, resulting in undue costs and liability for 
the Association, and therefore, are disallowed. This 
includes Air BNB’s, VRBO, or any other vacation, 
weekend, or short-term rentals. The renters or users 
of the short-term rentals shall not qualify for Use 
Privilege Cards.
(g) Members who assign their rights to a 
tenant must immediately surrender their Use Privilege 
Cards and give the Association written notice of the 
assignment and the names of the tenant and the tenant’s 
family qualifying for a Use Privilege Card. Upon 
termination of the tenancy, the Association will return 
or replace the Member’s Use Privilege Card upon 
application by the Member. The Member should make 
every effort to ensure that the cards issued to tenants 
and their families are returned to the Association Office 
upon termination of the tenancy.
(1) Use Privilege Cards will not be issued to 
tenants who have not been assigned use privilege rights 
by Members as provided in Article VII, Section 3 of the 
Bylaws.
(2) A non-refundable deposit, in accordance 
with the BVSA Fee Schedule, must be deposited 
for each Use Privilege cCard before issuance of the 
cCards.
(3) Tenants who have been assigned use 
privilege rights by Members must obtain Use Privilege 
Cards from the Association in order to use Community 
Facilities and Common Areas. Their use of the 
Community Facilities and Common Areas as guests of 
Members or other tenants will not be permitted.
(4) Property Owners who have an 
Environmental Control Committee (ECC) approved 
Accessory Dwelling Unit/Guesthouse and/or Junior 
Accessory Dwelling Unit may assign up to two amenity 
Use Privilege cCards per unit to tenants. A completed 
application by the Member with accompanying lease 
verifying that the rental is six (6) months thirty 
consecutive days or longer in length and an annual fee 
(or pro-rated amount of the annual fee), in accordance 
with the BVSA Fee schedule, must be paid for each 
Use Privilege cCard before issuance. The annual fee 
per card will then be charged to the Property Owner 
each fiscal year with the annual assessments until 
the Association is informaed informed in writing of 
termination of the tenancy.
(5) Occupants, Ttenants and all other persons 
who have been assigned use privileges by the Members 
as provided in Article VII, Section 3 of the Bylaws 
who have violated the BVSA Rules, ECC Rules or 
other Bear Valley Springs governing documents will be 
subject to loss of amenity use privileges as determined 
by the Board of Directors and will be required to 
surrender their amenity Use Privilege cCards.
(h) Upon sale, exchange or transfer of a 
Member’s lot or condominium, the Member must 
surrender to the Association the Use Privilege Cards 
outstanding on that property. Upon failure to return 
the cCard(s), the Association may impose a fee in 
accordance with the BVSA Fee Schedule for each 
cCard, issued with respect to the Member’s property, 
which is not returned to the Association. This fee may 
be collected through the sale, exchange or transfer 
escrow or any other means provided by law.
(i) Use of BVS Community Facilities and 
Common Areas is limited to persons qualifying for Use 
Privilege Cards or Guest Passes. The Association shall 
require production of the Use Privilege cCard or Guest 
pPass prior to use of any facility. Persons operating a 
business on their BVS property may not extend use of 
BVSA common areas, facilities or amenities to outside 
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persons as a component of their commercial enterprise.
A. Due to the unique use of the Mulligan Room 
(a food establishment) and in accordance with the 
C&R’s section 7.f.(1) sub-section a-e. The Mulligan 
Room will be exempt from this rule allowing anyone 
with a valid gate pass to patronize the Mulligan Room 
only without showing an amenity Use Privilege cCard 
or gGuest pPass.
(j) Lost, stolen or destroyed cards will be 
replaced by the Association upon payment of a 
processing charge in accordance with the BVSA Fee 
Schedule and execution of an affidavit of loss, theft or 
destruction.
(k) Multiple owners of lots or condominiums 
who do not qualify as a family as defined by subdivision 
(n)(o), and who acquired ownership of their property 
prior to September 19, 1987, are entitled to receive no 
more than six uUse Privilege Cards.
(l) An individual or a husband and wife 
Members Natural persons who own two or more 
lots or condominiums may designate, for each lot or 
condominium owned, one single family related to the 
owners by blood or marriage, residing together, who 
may use the Common Areas and Community Facilities.
(m) (1) Persons other than individuals or husbands 
and wives natural persons who own a single lot or 
condominium may shall designate one single family 
residing together who may use the Common areas and 
Community Facilities.
(2) Persons other than individuals or husbands 
and wives natural persons who own two or more 
lots or condominiums may designate for each lot 
or condominium owned, one single family residing 
together who may shall use the Common Areas and 
Community Facilities.
(n) The term “person,” as used in subdivision 
(l) this Section 305, means any and includes natural 
persons, corporations, partnerships, association, 
limited liability company companies, trust or and other 
entity entities recognized by the laws of the State of 

California.
(o) The term “family” as used in the section 
this Section 305 means an individual a natural person 
or two or more individuals natural persons related 
by blood, marriage, domestic partnership or legal 
adoption, or a group of individuals natural persons 
living together as a single housekeeping unit on a 
permanent basis, and all having equal access to all areas 
of the lot or condominium.
(p) Notwithstanding any other provision of these 

Rules, in no event shall a Member whose use privilege 
rights have been suspended, in whole or in part, for any 
reason, including but not limited to the nonpayment of 
assessments, be entitled to use or enjoy the Common 
Areas or Community Facilities during the period of any 
such suspension. Any attempt by a Member in good 
standing to designate such suspended Member as a 
person qualified to hold or exercise such use privilege 
rights shall be null and void.
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24 / 7FREE QUOTES

Don’t let this Disaster happen to you!Don’t let this Disaster happen to you!
Schedule your freeSchedule your free
consultation today consultation today 

with one of ourwith one of our
2424  77  ARBORISTARBORIST

preventative!preventative!
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BEAR VALLEY SPRINGS ASSOCIATION
29541 Rollingoak Dr. • Tehachapi, CA 93561 • (661) 821-5537

Hours: 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday
AnitaB@bvsa.org • www.BVSA.org

ASSOCIATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Guy Munday...........................................................................................President
Fred Hicks ..............................................................................................Treasurer
Don Ciota  .................................................................................. Parliamentarian
Anita Bauer ............................................................................................Secretary 
Butch Reyburn ............................................................................. Vice-President
James Panek ............................................................................................. Director 
Jeff Gadzia................................................................................................ Director

Monthly open meetings of the Board are held on the
3rd Tuesday of each month at 6:00 pm 

at the OTCC.

PERSONNEL AND BOARD DIRECTORS CONTACT 
INFORMATION

Anita Bauer ................................................. 821-5537 x231, AnitaB@bvsa.org
Board Secretary
Ashley Brown ......................................................821-5521, AshleyB@bvsa.org
Food and Beverage Director
Ashley Krempien ....................................... 661-821-6641, AshleyK@bvsa.org
Recreation Manager
Butch Reyburn ............................................821-5537 x231, ButchR@bvsa.org
Board Vice-President
Casey Meadows ......................................... 821-5537 x231, CaseyM@bvsa.org
Facilities Maintenance Manager
Don Ciota ......................................................821-5537 x219, DonC@bvsa.org
General Manager
Doug Slavin ........................................................... 821-3960, DougS@bvsa.org
Equestrian Center Manager
Duane Gore ........................................................ 821-5144, DuaneG@bvsa.org
Golf Pro
Fred Hicks ..................................................... 821-5537 x231, FredH@bvsa.org
Board Treasurer
Guy Munday ................................................. 821-5537 x231, GuyM@bvsa.org
Board President
James Panek ................................................. 821-5537 x210, JamesP@bvsa.org
Board Director and Project Manager
Jeff Gadzia........................................................821-5537 x231, JeffG@bvsa.org
Board Director

BEAR VALLEY COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT
28999 S. Lower Valley Rd. • Tehachapi CA 93561 • (661) 821-4428

denise@bvcsd.org • www.BVCSD.com
CSD BOARD OF DIRECTORS

John Grace ..............................................................................................President
Charles Jensen .............................................................................. Vice-President
Geva Frevert ............................................................................................ Director
Martin Hernandez .................................................................................. Director
Judith Cagle ............................................................................................. Director

The CSD Board of Directors meets the 2nd Thursday of each month 
at 6 pm at the District Office. You are invited!

MANAGEMENT STAFF
Dan Suttles ....................................................................................Chief of Police
Will Parks .................................................................................Water Supervisor
Daniel Haggard ........................................................................Roads Supervisor
Jason Parks ..................................................................... Wastewater Supervisor
Wesley Shryock ..........................................................Interim General Manager
Larry Wiggins ....................................................... General Services Supervisor

COMMITTEE MEETING SCHEDULE*
Administration ..................................11:00 am; 3rd Wednesday of the month
Finance ..................................................9:00 am; 3rd Wednesday of the month
Infrastructure .......................................... 9:00 am; 3rd Thursday of the month
Public Safety ............................................3:00 pm; 3rd Thursday of the month
Liaison ..................................................... 10:00 am; 1st Thursday of the month

* Committees meet bi-monthly in even months

BEAR VALLEY SPRINGS PHONE NUMBERS
Animal Control ............................................................................. 868-7100
Association ................................................................................... 821-5537
Association Fax ............................................................................ 821-5406
Bear Valley CSD, bvcsd.com ....................................................... 821-4428
BVS Rangers .......................................................................... 661-732-0100
CSD Fax .......................................................................................... 821-0180
Country Store ............................................................................... 821-3102
Equestrian Center ........................................................................ 821-3960
Fire Dept. (business).................................................................... 821-1110
Gate (passes) ................................................................................ 821-5261
Gate Fax ......................................................................................... 821-3507
Golf Shop....................................................................................... 821-5144
Mulligan Room ............................................................................. 821-4107
Oak Tree Country Club ................................................................ 821-5521
Police Dept .................................................................................... 821-3239
Road Conditions .................................................................. 800-427-7623
Weather Information .................................................................. 393-2340
Whiting Center ............................................................................. 821-6641

Publisher: 
Goldfi sh Publications, LLC (Ron Fishgold)

PO Box 1842
Tehachapi, CA 93581
Phone: 661-822-8101

E-mail Address: 
Advertising - beartracks@lookuptehachapi.com

Billing - btinfo@lookuptehachapi.com

Circulation: Each issue of Bear Tracks is mailed to property owners of 
record (approximately 3,300) via the US Postal Service every month. 
The balance of the 3,800 copies printed are made available at various 
locations throughout Bear  Valley.

Submissions: Articles and/or photos may be submitted to: Anita 
Bauer 821-5537 ext 231 or anitab@bvsa.org.

Bear Tracks Advertisers save the BVSA and CSD thousands of dollars 
each month in publishing and circulation costs. You can show your 
appreciation to these advertisers by patronizing their businesses 
and letting them know you saw their ad in Bear Tracks.

Bear Tracks is a monthly magazine off ered to the property owners and residents of Bear Valley 
Springs for the purposes of communicating important information and sharing interesting articles 
on life in our community. The content in this publication is provided solely by the Bear Valley Springs 
Association. Goldfi sh Publications, LLC assumes no liability for any inaccurate, delayed or incomplete 
information nor for the opinions expressed in each article.

Bear Valley Springs
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At Cisneros Decorative Concrete we specialize in your bare cracked concrete
indoor or outdoor. We only use top of the line concrete coating products. No, it’s 

not epoxy for outdoors! We use polyurea, urethanes, permaflex and polyaspartics 
with lifetime warranty. It can withstand the heat and cold. Call us at 661-516-7199

or visit us at www.cisnerosdecorativeconcrete.com for more information.

Fully insured and experienced.
Lic. #1027106. Call now for a free quote! 

661-516-7199
DO YOU HAVE UGLY CONCRETE? Call your concrete experts today!

We can turn your bare concrete into beauty.
Pool decks • Patios • Garage • Indoor/Outdoor Concrete Surfaces


