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Hair Love by Matthew A. Cherry (2019) Ages: 2-7 years 

Zuri’s hair has a mind of its own. It kinks, coils, and curls every which way. Zuri knows it’s                

beautiful. When mommy does Zuri’s hair, she feels like a superhero. But when mommy is away, 

it’s up to daddy to step in! And even though daddy has a lot to learn, he LOVES his Zuri. And he’ll 

do anything to make her—and her hair—happy.  

Firebird by Misty Copeland (2014) Ages: 5-9 years  

In her debut picture book, Misty Copeland tells the story of a young girl--an every girl--whose 

confidence is fragile and who is questioning her own ability to reach the heights that Misty 

has reached. Misty encourages this young girl's faith in herself and shows her exactly how, 

through hard work and dedication, she too can become Firebird.  

Guess How Much I Love You by Sam McBratney (2017) Ages: 1-3 years 

Little Nutbrown Hare shows his daddy how much he loves him: as wide as he can reach and 

as far as he can hop. But Big Nutbrown Hare, who can reach farther and hop higher, loves 

him back just as much. Well then, Little Nutbrown Hare loves him right up to the moon, but 

that's just halfway to Big Nutbrown Hare's love for him.  

Crown: An Ode to the Fresh Cut by Derrick Barnes (2017) Ages: 4-8 years  

The barbershop is where the magic happens. Boys go in as lumps of clay and, with princely 

robes draped around their shoulders, a dab of cool shaving cream on their foreheads, and a 

slow, steady cut, they become royalty. That crisp yet subtle line makes boys sharper, more 

visible, more aware of every great thing that could happen to them when they look good:      

lesser grades turn into As; girls take notice; even a mother's hug gets a little tighter. Everyone 

notices. A fresh cut makes boys fly.  

Love You Forever by Robert Munsch (1995) Ages: 1-6 years 

An extraordinarily different story by Robert Munsch is a gentle affirmation of the love a                 

parent feels for their child—forever. "A young woman holds her newborn son and looks at 

him lovingly. Softly she sings to him: "I'll love you forever. I'll like you for always. As long as 

I'm living, my baby you'll be."  

Splat the Cat: Funny Valentine by Rob Scotton (2012) Ages: 4-8 years  

Feel the love in a sweet and funny Splat the Cat tale by New York Times bestselling author-

artist Rob Scotton in this Valentine’s Day lift-the-flap adventure. It’s Valentine’s Day, and 

Splat wants to give a secret present to someone special. His classmates all decide to help, 

and make the best Valentine ever! Lift the flaps throughout the story to discover hidden holi-

day surprises. 

Me & Mama by Cozbi A. Cabrera (1999) Ages: 2-5 years  

Mama’s love is brighter than the sun, even on the rainiest of days. This celebration of a 

mother-daughter relationship is perfect for sharing with little ones! On a rainy day when the 

house smells like cinnamon and Papa and Luca are still asleep, when the clouds are wear-

ing shadows and the wind paints the window with beads of water, I want to be everywhere 

Mama is. With lyrical prose and a tender touch, the Caldecott and Coretta Scott King Honor 

Book Mama and Me is an ode to the strength of the bond between a mother and a daugh-

ter as they spend a rainy day together.  
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How Do Dinosaurs Say I Love You? by Jane Yolen (2009) Ages: 2-3 years 

Parents and children can never have enough ways to say "I love you"--and now, America's                  

favorite dinosaurs are giving families a funny book, perfect for bedtime, storytime, anytime. 

Even when little dinosaurs are naughty, it's important to remind them that no matter what     

they do, they are always loved. In this book, readers will laugh aloud as parents cope with the                   

typical antics of childhood, but in the end, hugs and kisses show your little one how much you 

care.  

Dreams for a Daughter by Carole Boston Weatherford (2021) Ages: 4-8 years 

This stunning and empowering picture book from a New York Times bestselling author and 

an acclaimed illustrator celebrates a Black mother’s hopes and dreams for her daughter. 

As I cradle you, look in your eyes, your gaze says softly, I want to know everything. I prom-

ise to show you all that I can. This love letter from mother to daughter inspires young girls 

to follow their dreams, no matter what challenges life may bring. Young readers will be re-

minded that love and support from home will follow them as they venture out into the 

world.  

I Love You Like No Otter by Rose Rossner (2020) Ages: 1-2 years  

There's no better way to say "I love you" than with a sweet and heartfelt animal pun book! I 

Love You Like No Otter combines a warm message of love with beautifully illustrated                 

animals families will love to read and share together. From baby shower gifts for new                

parents to bedtime read alouds all year long, this adorable board book is purrfect for               

anyone you love beary much! I love you like no otter. You truly are the best. My special                   

little squeakheart, a step above the rest. 

Please, Baby, Please by Spike Lee & Tonya Lewis Lee (2002) Ages: 2-4 years  

From moments fussy to fond, Academy Award–nominated filmmaker Spike Lee and his wife, 

producer Tonya Lewis Lee, present a behind-the-scenes look at the chills, spills, and                         

unequivocal thrills of bringing up baby! Go back to bed, baby, please, baby, please. Not on 

your HEAD baby baby baby, please! Vivid illustrations from celebrated artist Kadir Nelson 

evoke toddlerhood from sandbox to high chair to crib, and families everywhere will delight in 

sharing these exuberant moments again and again.  

How to Catch a Loveosaurus by Alice Walstead (2022) Ages: 4-8 years  

Can you catch the magical Loveosaurus? The Catch Club Kids are on the chase again, 

this time to trap a dinosaur that escaped from the museum and wants to spread love 

and kindness. Blending exciting traps and STEAM concepts with hilarity and chaos to 

encourage reading, learning, and imagination, this charming adventure will delight 

young readers, families, and educators alike―and maybe inspire spreading some kind-

ness too! Have you heard of the Loveosaurus? The first ever found―it's true! He's on 

the run spreading kindness and joy, but who will trap him… YOU? 

The Year We Learned to Fly by Jacqueline Woodson (2022) Ages: 5-8 years  

On a dreary, stuck-inside kind of day, a brother and sister heed their grandmother’s ad-

vice: “Use those beautiful and brilliant minds of yours. Lift your arms, close your eyes, take 

a deep breath, and believe in a thing. Somebody somewhere at some point was just as 

bored you are now.” And before they know it, their imaginations lift them up and out of their 

boredom. Then, on a day full of quarrels, it’s time for a trip outside their minds again, and 

they are able to leave their anger behind. This precious skill, their grandmother tells them, 

harkens back to the days long before they were born, when their ancestors showed the 

world the strength and resilience of their beautiful and brilliant minds.  
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