
Can you engineer a hot air balloon out of tissue paper and paper clips? 

O WOW! Moment—Hot Air Balloon 

GET SET UP 

 Cardboard Box 

 Measuring Tape 

or Yardstick 

 Marker 

 Large Sheets of 

Tissue Paper or 

Plastic Sheeting 

 Scissors 

 Glue 

 Paper Clips  

 Hair Dryer 

 

MATERIALS 
1. Create Trapezoid Templates: Using a cardboard box, measuring tape or a 

yardstick and a marker, create a large trapezoid with ends that are 20 

inches wide and 4 inches wide and that is 26 inches long. Call this 

Trapezoid A. Using a second cardboard box, or the leftovers of the one 

you used before, create a smaller trapezoid with ends that are 20 inches 

and 1 inch wide and which is 16.5 inches long. Call this Trapezoid B. A 

diagram has been included that shows you how each trapezoid looks.  

2. Cutting the Body: On your tissue paper or plastic sheeting, trace and cut 

out six of trapezoid A and six of trapezoid B.  

3. Assembling the Two Trapezoids: Glue together the 20 inch edge of 

trapezoid A to trapezoid B. It should look almost diamond in shape with 

trapezoid B on the top. See the diagram.   

4. Assembling the Body: First glue all the long edges together of your 

diamond shapes and then glue all the short edges together. This will give 

you the balloon body you are wanting. Finally glue the two ends together 

to complete your balloon. You’ll have a small hole at the bottom. 

5. Gather some paper clips together and clip them to the bottom of the 

balloon. This will add some much needed weight. 

6. Now it’s time to fly. One person needs to hold the balloon’s body while 

another person places the hair dryer into the hole. Set the hair dryer to 

high heat and high speed and fill the balloon with hot air. Once it is full let 

the balloon go. Watch it soar to the ceiling or if outside soar away into the 

sky!  
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