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What’s the Difference?
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List the differences between two objects chosen randomly from a bag.

What you need
Variety of small toys and objects (colored blocks, play figurines, buttons, etc.)
Bag
Watch or Timer (3 minutes) 
Paper and pencil

What to do
1. Place all objects in the bag. All the players gather in a circle around the bag.
2. The first player chooses two objects from the bag. 
3. Everyone has 3 minutes to make a list of all of the differences they see. 

Use the timer to know when the 3 minutes are up. 
4. After time is up, each person reads his/her differences. 
5. If more than one player has the same difference listed, everyone with that 

difference must cross it off their list. 
6. The number of differences left on a player’s list is their score.
7. Return the pieces to the bag and keep playing until every player has a turn 

to choose items from the bag. 
8. Add up all of the scores and the player with the most points wins!

What to ask
• How many will you have when you eliminate the crossed off items?
• Now that you have heard all the players’ lists can you think of any more 

differences? 
• How would the game change if you had to list all the ways the objects 

were alike?
• How many differences do you have? 

Did you know?
Often, objects are sorted by how they are similar. However, sorting objects
by differences can also be a useful too. Sorting objects by differences helps 
people to describe the characteristics more specifically.



What’s next?
• Compare three items instead of two.
• You must list characteristics for which all three items differ.

To learn more
Incredible Comparisons 
by Russell Ash
This eye-catching book makes comparisons based on known quantities rather than
numerical measurements. For example, the weight of the blue whale is compared 
verbally and graphically to the weight of 26 African elephants. Double-page spreads 
are devoted to the measurement of comparative sizes, weights, volumes, heights,
speeds, and distances.

Spot the Differences: 50 Mind-Bending Photographic Puzzles 
by Christine Reguigne
Look first at one photo, then at the other: they’re almost the same, but not quite.
Children may have to search carefully to find the subtle differences between each
image. Each puzzle is a beautifully composed color photograph, rich in detail, and
they’re all arranged in categories such as seasons, animals, travel, and holidays. 
The appealing pictures include flame colored trees in fall, a lioness and her cubs, 
and bridges, boats, and buses.

http://www.counton.org/
Count On Math Games – this site has a many math games that allow children to 
develop and practice a variety of mathematical skills

How it helps with school
Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) Standards
Patterns, Relationships, and Algebraic Thinking: 3.7A; 4.7; 5.5B
Probability and Statistics: 3.14A-B
Underlying Processes and Mathematical Tools: 3.15C-D, 3.16A; 4.14C-D, 4.15A; 
5.14C-D, 5.15A

National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM) Standards
Algebra, Data Analysis and Probability, Communication, Representation
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