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Build an understanding of patterns by playing a game recognizing differences. 

What you need
Play jewelry
Hats
Glasses
Scarves

What to do
1. Choose a partner and face each other. 
2. Take a close look at your partner because when you look at him next he will

be different! 
3. Now turn away from your partner. 
4. Change one thing about yourself. 
5. For example, roll up your sleeves, change you hair, change a ring or watch

from one arm to another or take one shoe off. 
6. When you are ready, turn around and see if you can find how your partner 

is different.
7. Play the game again changing more than one thing.

What to ask
• Which changes did you notice first?
• Why do you think you did not see one of the changes? 
• When you played the second time, did you feel that you were a better 

observer? Why?

Did you know?
Pattern recognition is often a matter of simply recognizing how things are alike 
and different. Many believe that observing differences is limited to the sciences, 
but mathematical pattern making is built on a foundation of similarities and 
differences, too. In fact, many mathematicians say the real math comes in the 
patterns of change!



What’s next?
• Change as many things as you can. 
• Make it a game where points are awarded for the number of changes each person is

able to identify on the other person.
• Provide a pile of accessories (like play jewelry, hats, glasses, scarves) and a timer. 
• When you turn around to change, use the accessories. 
• On an agreed signal, each person turns around and quickly lists the differences on

each player before the time is up. 

To learn more
Look at Me!: A Book About Differences 
by Allia Zobel-Nolan
Is it better to be big or small, striped or spotted, with fins or wings? Zany animals with
funny googly eyes invite readers to celebrate their special qualities and differences.

How it helps with school
Texas Prekindergarten Curriculum Guidelines
Classification and Data Collection

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) Standards
Geometry and Spatial Reasoning: K.8B
Probability and Statistics: 1.9A
Underlying Processes and Mathematical Tools: K.14A; 1.12A; 2.13A

National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM) Standards
Algebra, Data Analysis and Probability, Communication
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