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Make a pattern using your name, a grid, and some colors

What you need
grid paper
Crayons or markers

What to do
1. Cut a 6 x 10-square grid out of the grid paper.
2. Write your first name over and over again until you run out of spaces. Do not

skip spaces between the end and beginning of your name. Just keep writing.
3. Next pick two colors. Use one color to color the grid square of each of the

first letters of your name. Use the other color to color the rest of the letters.
4. After you have it colored, do you see a pattern?
5. You may be able to find someone else who has a similar pattern or even

exactly the same!
6. Whose name pattern is most different from yours?
For example, in a ten by six grid, “Bob” looks like this 

BOBBOBBOBB
OBBOBBOBBO
BBOBBOBBOB
BOBBOBBOBB
OBBOBBOBBO
BBOBBOBBOB

What to ask
• Which lines across are exactly alike? 
• How many times does each line repeat?
• What would happen to your pattern if you made it on a larger or smaller grid?
• Can you predict another name that would have a pattern just like yours?

Did you know?
Patterns are everywhere! Patterns that repeat and lay out on a rectangular 
surface cause a geometric pattern. Not only are there patterns from left to 
right, but there are patterns diagonally as well. Quilts and floor tiling gain their
overall visual effect by simultaneously creating diagonal, vertical and horizontal
patterns.



What’s next?
• Make a name pattern on a 5x5 or a 6 x 6 grid. How does the pattern change? 
• What if you do it on a bigger grid, like 10x10 or 11x11?
• Make a grid using your last name.
• Find as many words as you can that have the same pattern. Do they have anything 

in common?

To learn more
Pattern 
by Henry Pluckrose
A picture book containing brilliantly colored photographs that have patterns. The 
pictures provide opportunities to discuss repeating core patterns and other patterns.

Pattern Fish and Pattern Bugs 
by Trudy Harris
Simple text and bold illustration challenge young readers to search and find specific
patterns in a diverse scene. Illustrations and rhyming text describe various patterns
depicted by different fish. 

How it helps with school
Texas Prekindergarten Curriculum Guidelines
Number and Operations, Patterns

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) Standards
Number, Operation, and Quantitative Reasoning: K.2B; 1.2B
Patterns, Relationships and Algebraic Thinking: K.5; 1.4A
Geometry and Spatial Reasoning: K.7A
Underlying Processes and Mathematical Tools: K.14A; 1.12A; 2.13A

National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM) Standards
Algebra, Geometry, Data Analysis and Probability, Reasoning and Proof, Representation
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