
Most conversation of late has been about the economy opening again after
a long lockdown. With the vaccine rollout being ramped up, we know the end
of the pandemic is in sight. It is now just a matter of when, and if, it can open
sooner than predicted.

The Stratford & District Chamber of Commerce is still encouraging
government to look at wage and rent subsidies, and not any more loans. The
last thing small business needs currently is more debt. With more vaccines
being administered we are hoping that indoor dining can start up soon, along
with salons and gyms getting the green light to open safely.

The Chamber still has supplies of the COVID-19 Rapid Screening Kits
which are free of charge to all small-medium sized businesses to detect the
virus. Funded by the Provincial and Federal Governments, the StaySafe™
program provides free rapid antigen point-of-care tests for employees of
small- and medium-sized businesses to detect cases of COVID-19 in the
workplace that might otherwise be missed, helping to keep workers and their
families safe. Small & medium businesses in Stratford, St. Marys Mitchell
and around the region can order these kits and get results in 15-20 minutes
from testing. You can request kits for your business by going to www.
stratfordchamber.com

Rocco Rossi, President and CEO of the Ontario Chamber of Commerce,
recently issued this statement on the reopening plan announced by the
Government of Ontario:

“We are pleased to see the government use evidence-based metrics and
thresholds to indicate when Ontario will move from one stage of reopening
to the next. This will provide businesses with a runway for operational
planning.We look forward to collecting additional feedback from the business
community and hope the government will be remain open to hearing from
stakeholders across the province. We all want our communities, businesses,
and services to reopen as quickly as possible, but this should not come at
the expense of public health. To help prevent a fourth wave, we implore the
province to continue pursuing a speedy vaccination roll-out in addition to
deploying free rapid tests. These are essential parts of curbing the spread of
COVID-19 in our communities so that we can all get on a path to economic
recovery as soon as possible.”

Hopefully we’ll transition to a post-COVID-19 world later this year if
the rates continue to drop. We should not lose sight of the inventiveness we
learned, and we should use the tools to create a better and healthier workplace.
People have become more inspired to create something new or retool their
business plan. The harnessing of those creative ideas was highlighted with

the recent announcement of Rob Staffen as the Chamber’s Business Leader
of the Year. Rob got involved in the business world at the age of 14 in St.
Marys has never looked back. Congratulations to Rob and we look forward
to hearing from him when he accepts his award at the Business Excellence
Awards ceremony in September. More details about the evening will be
coming soon.

In the meantime, Stay Positive & Test Negative.

Eddie Matthews
General Manager
Stratford & District Chamber of Commerce

Chamber Chatter ...

Pragmatic Approach To Reopening Ontario
Reduces Uncertainty For Business

The Stratford & District Chamber of Commerce is the prominent business organization in Stratford and District that is committed
to being the voice of business by championing economic prosperity and an exceptional quality of life.

Upcoming Events
Orchard Wellness &

Treatment Center
SBS Metals Ltd

The Barkery! The Healthy
Bakery for Dogs
Pazzo Pizzeria

Caffe Bouffon
Wind Hog Country Market

Kitchen Smidgen Bakery
401 Stream

L’Arche
Future Focus Inc

New Members
For news and event details, check out our

website at www.stratfordchamber.com
Check out our June newsletter at

https://conta.cc/3q3kLN2

Mission Statement

McCUTCHEN & PEARCE
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

C h a r t e r e d P r o f e s s i o n a l A c c o u n t a n t s

tel 519 273 4145
fax 519 273 8045

www.mccutchenpearce.ca
305 Romeo St. S. Unit 1
Stratford, ON N5A 4T8

“Where Service
Is Our

Commitment
to Excellence”

519-273-4564
380 LORNE AVE., STRATFORD

391 Huron St., Stratford
519-271-4883
Visit libro.ca

Proudly Supporting
Our Community for a

Better Tomorrow

125 Ontario St., Stratford
519-271-7581

56 Albert St. Stratford • 519-271-6770

154-B Ontario St. Mitchell • 519-348-8112

18 Hope St. E. Tavistock • 519-655-2900

360 Main St. E. Listowel • 519-291-3420

Are you interested in

becoming a

Chamber Member?

For more information on becoming a

Chamber Member, please call

Jennifer at 519-273-5250

Danielle & Eddie at MItchell golf course
Monday Morning Grind Winner:

Stonetown Physiotherapy

The Stratford
and District
Chamber of
Commerce is
delighted to
present the
2021 Business
Leader of the
Year Award to
Rob Staffen of
St. Marys.
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789 Erie Street, Stratford
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