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Cattle can be very dangerous
	 •	 Each	year,	thousands	of	people	are	injured	by	farm	animals,	including	cattle.
	 •	 Some	of	these	injuries	are	minor,	but	others	are	more	serious	–	or	even	fatal.
	 •	 	Often,	these	injuries	occur	because	an	animal,	such	as	a	cow,	appears	gentle,	and	 

the	person	working	with	the	animal	is	caught	off	guard.
	 •	 	It’s	important	to	realize	that	all	cattle	can	be	dangerous,	and	that	working	with	the	 

animal	in	the	past	does	not	mean	that	you	will	not	get	hurt.	Even	the	most	gentle	cow	 
may	unintentionally	injure	you.	

	 •	 	Bruises,	broken	bones,	crushed	limbs,	or	even	death	may	occur	from	falling	or	 
getting	knocked	down	by	a	cow,	from	being	stepped	on	or	trampled,	 
or	from	getting	caught	between	the	large	animal	and	a	hard	surface.

	 •	 	Cattle	are	poor	at	judging	distance,	and	are	unable	to	see	what	is	 
directly		behind	them.	Because	of	that,	they	can	easily	become	startled,	
and	may	make	a	sudden	movement	toward	you	that	you	aren’t	expecting.

	 •	 Injured	or	sick	cattle	may	also	hurt	you	if	you	go	near	them.
	 •	 	If	a	cow	has	a	newborn	calf,	be	sure	to	keep	your	distance	because	the	 

mother	will	be	very	protective	and	avoid	walking	between	a	cow	and	 
her	calf.	

The dangers of bulls
	 •	 	Bulls	are	extremely	dangerous.	They	can	be	“territorial,”	and	may	attack	you	 

if	you	disrupt	them	when	they	are	breeding.	They	may	also	attack	to	show	their	 
dominance	–	or	just	because	they	are	being	playful.

	 •	 Dairy	bulls	are	more	aggressive	and	are	more	likely	to	attack	than	beef	bulls.
	 •	 	It’s	critical	that	you	use	extreme	caution	when	you	are	around	a	bull	and	that	you	 

do	not	go	near		any	bull	unless	you	have	been	authorized.
	 •	 	If	you	must	go	near	a	bull,	never	turn	your	back	on	it,	and	make	sure	that	you		  

have	an	effective	emergency	escape	route.

Note to trainer: Reports around the country each year in which longtime  
farmers or their employees are attacked and killed by bulls make it critical that 
you train your workers on the dangers of these animals, as well as on overall  
cattle handling safety. Stress to your workers that no bull should ever be  
considered safe, and that even the most gentle cow can inflict serious or fatal 
injury – whether intentional or not.
 Follow this script or use it to guide you through a 10- to 15-minute tailgate 
training session for your ag/hort workers. You may photocopy this sheet for  
your employees’ personal use. However, it may not be published or sold. 

Key poinTS:
•	Bulls,	especially	dairy	bulls,	are	extremely	dangerous.
•	Even	the	most	gentle	cow	can	cause	serious	injury	–	whether	intentional	or	not.

Even	the	most	gentle	cow	may	
unintentionally	injure	you.

Use	extreme	caution	
around	a	bull.

Editor’s	note:	Our	Tailgate	Training	Tip	Sheets	are	available in Spanish at www.gemplers.com.	
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See	our	full	line	of	safety	supplies,	including	respirators,	eye	and	ear	protection,	coveralls,	first	aid	and	more.

http://www.gemplers.com/
http://www.gemplers.com/tailgate-training-tip-sheets
http://www.gemplers.com/
http://www.gemplers.com
http://www.gemplers.com/safety


TailgaTe Training Tip SheeT®  –  No.	98 (continued)

Dangers of Bulls and Other Cattle
Basic	cattle	handling	tips
	 •	 	Show	confidence	when	you	are	working	with	cattle,	but	be	gentle	at	the	same	

time.	Don’t	push,	shove	or	strike	a	cow	or	bull.	And	don’t	prod	cattle	if	they	
have	no	place	to	go.	

	 •	 Keep	your	voice	low.	Don’t	make	loud	noises	that	could	startle	the	animal.
	 •	 Move	slowly,	but	deliberately.	Never	run	after	cattle	when	moving	them.
	 •	 	Don’t	approach	a	cow	directly	from	behind.	Remember	that	cattle	can’t	see	

what’s	directly	behind	them,	and	may	respond	by	kicking.
	 •	 Use	your	voice	to	let	cattle	know	where	you	are.
	 •	 Don’t	stand	too	close.	Keep	a	safe	distance.
	 •	 	Dress	properly.	Wear	a	long-sleeved	shirt,	long	pants,	sturdy	shoes	or	boots	with	

non-slip	soles	(preferably	steel-toed),	and	gloves.	Talk	to	your	supervisor	about	
other	protective	equipment	you	may	need.

Note to trainer: Let trainees know when they need to wear such protective equipment  
as a dust-mist respirator, safety glasses, or headgear. 
 
Other	important	safety	tips
	 •	 	Be	patient	when	you	are	working	with	cattle	or	other	large	animals.	Impatience,	

anger,	haste,	or	becoming	overly	excited	increases	your	chances	of	getting	hurt.
	 •	 	Know	the	animal	you	are	working	with.	Getting	to	know	its	personality	will	help	

keep	you	on	the	alert.
	 •	 Never	trust	any	bull.	Be	especially	wary	of	bulls	that	are	kept	in	isolation.	
	 •	 Always	plan	an	escape	route,	in	case	you	run	into	trouble.
	 •	 	Know	that	cattle	have	a	“flight	zone.”	This	is	the	animal’s	personal	 

space.	When	you	come	within	that	flight	zone,	the	cow	will	move.	
	 •	 Be	on	the	constant	lookout	for	other	hazards	around	you.
	 •	 	Don’t	mistreat	cattle	or	any	other	animals	you	work	with.	If	you	 

see	a	co-worker	beating	or	otherwise	injuring	a	cow	or	other	 
animal,	report	it	to	a	supervisor	or	another	manager	right	away.

	 •	 	If	a	bull	starts	to	act	aggressive,	notify	your	supervisor	right	away.
  
Are	there	any	questions?	
  Note to trainer: Take time to answer trainees’ questions. Then review the  

Safe	Cattle	Handling	Do’s	and	Don’ts.

SAFE	CATTLE	HANDLING	DO’S	AND	DON’TS
DO:	 	 	 DON’T:
•  Be	aware	that	cattle	are	unpredictable	and	can	 

hurt	you.
• Wear	the	proper	clothing	and	protective	equipment.
•  Be	on	the	constant	lookout	for	other	hazards	 

around	you.

• Push,	shove	or	strike	cattle.	
• Engage	in	horseplay	or	make	loud	noises.	
•	 	Ignore	or	remove	any	warning	signs	we	 

have	posted	about	the	dangers	of	bulls.

Be sure to dress  
appropriately	when	

handling	cattle.

Never	trust	any	bull.

Copyright 2009

GEMPLER’S®        •        P.O.	Box	45800         •         Madison,	WI		53744-5800	        •         Phone:	1-800-382-8473         •         www.gemplers.com

See	our	full	line	of	safety	supplies,	including	respirators,	eye	and	ear	protection,	coveralls,	first	aid	and	more.

http://www.gemplers.com/
http://www.gemplers.com/
http://www.gemplers.com
http://www.gemplers.com/safety

