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Transcript

[00:00:05] Pioneers of The Continuum.

[00:00:07] A story for English learners.

[00:00:09] Episode six, "The Saviour", starring Ariel Goodbody .

[00:00:12] You can find the interactive transcript, subtitles and vocabulary for this episode

for free at leonardoenglish.com

[00:00:25] Five members of our team had already travelled back in time and had their own

adventures. Now it was my turn.
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[00:00:37] “Gabriel, I hope you’re ready to be disappointed!” said Winston, somewhat

unhelpfully.

[00:00:44] Out of all seven members of our team, I was the only one who was in any way

religious.

[00:00:50] I mean, my faith wasn’t unwavering, it wasn’t rock solid, but I was raised in a

Christian home, we went to church on Sundays, prayed before meals, you get the picture.

[00:01:02] So, what better way to use a timemachine than to travel back to the time of

Jesus Christ and try to meet Him for myself. I mean, I could answer questions about religion

that people have been debating for centuries! Who wouldn’t be interested?

[00:01:20] It’s fair to say I didn’t have the full support of the team.

[00:01:24] “You’re wasting your opportunity,” Jacob told me. “There is nobody called Jesus

of Nazareth.”

[00:01:31] “It’s all just fairytales that propagate the patriarchy,” said Ellie.

[00:01:36] “He was friends with poor people and prostitutes,” I said weakly.

[00:01:41] “Right, and I’m supposed to believe that? He could’ve run back to his bourgeois

carpenter parents whenever he wanted.”
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[00:01:49] I sighed. Sure, I had my doubts. And finding him would be hard enough – I only

had an hour. The Bible doesn’t provide hard dates and, even though we date calendars

from the year that Jesus was born, most experts agree that the year 0 is not His actual birth

date and that He was born a few years earlier.

[00:02:11] In addition to that, I would be travelling to a parallel universe, close in the

spectrum to our own, but there could be differences.

[00:02:21] I mean, who knows…maybe His name wouldn’t even be Jesus!

[00:02:27] However, my personal theory was that Jesus would appear in the same way

across all timelines. God’s plan and all that. My plan, on the other hand, was to arrive in

Nazareth when Jesus was around 30 years old, just before He began teaching. He should

still be living there at that point.

[00:02:48] But still, there were so many things that could go wrong… I was worried my trip

would be for nothing.

[00:02:55] Still, I wasn’t about to let the others see me doubting. I had something to prove.

[00:03:03] “Ready!” I told the others, crouching inside the box that would transport me back

through time. I nodded to Winston, who was operating the controls.

[00:03:12] “Enjoy your trip, chump!” said Winston as he pressed the button.

[00:03:18] The sights, smells and sounds of ancient Nazareth hit me.
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[00:03:29] Look, when you watch historical films about the Bible, you see the less pretty

sides: the busy markets, the herds of animals, the cruel Romans. But smelling them is

something else completely, and right now, I was surrounded by a group of goats who

looked like they were considering whether I was going to give them food, or whether I

might be food.

[00:03:53] “Easy, easy,” I said, pulling my robe away from a goat who was cautiously tasting

it.

[00:03:59] I looked around. I was in a village or small town of what looked like around 2000

people. A man came up to check what all the noise was about, and judging by the holes in

his robes, he must’ve been the owner of the goats.

[00:04:14] Frowning, he said something to me in Aramaic.

[00:04:18] “Do you speak Hebrew?” I asked in Ancient Hebrew, hoping my pronunciation

was correct. You see, there’s still debate today about the pronunciation of three specific

consonants. Jacob told me he was sure they were ‘ejective’, so I tried to pronounce them

like I was about to throw up. With the smell of the goats, I was pretty close.

[00:04:42] Anyway, most people at the time spoke Aramaic, with Hebrew as a second

language. But there weren’t many resources for Aramaic in 2039, so I had spent the last

nine months learning as much Ancient Hebrew as I could.
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[00:04:58] “Oh, sure,” replied the man, using the same ejective consonants as I had. Jacob

was right. “What are you doing in there with my goats?”

[00:05:09] Time to think quickly. “I…er… I think I had a little bit too much wine andmust

have fallen asleep.”

[00:05:19] The man was not impressed.

[00:05:21] “You’re certainly dressed like an idiot. Let me guess, someone put their finger in

your wine cup and said they’d turned it into water? Well, what are you waiting for? Get

out!”.

[00:05:35] I climbed over the wooden fence and looked at the man. He was dressed in

simple robes, like the ones I was wearing. With my next question, he would probably think I

was insane.

[00:05:48] “Could you tell me, Sir, who the current governor of Judea is?”

[00:05:53] The man frowned. “Youmean Prochorus?”

[00:05:57] Prochorus? I was hoping the name would be Pontius Pilate. There was no such

person as a Prochorus who was governor of Judea. Not in my timeline, anyway. Now there

was no way to know if I had arrived at the correct time or not.

[00:06:14] “Onemore thing,” I added, “I’m looking for a man who goes by the name of Jesus

of Nazareth. He’s a preacher. Or he may be a carpenter.”
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[00:06:26] Showtime. I crossed my fingers.

[00:06:29] “You are a strange fellow,” replied the man. “There are plenty of Jesuses,

preachers and carpenters around here and they’re all ‘of Nazareth’. But, yea, I know of one

who’s a carpenter.”

[00:06:43] He turned and pointed towards the outskirts of town. “Walk that way for a few

minutes and you’ll see a yellowish house on the right with no gate. There’ll be a couple of

sheepmilling around. That’s where Jesus the carpenter lives and works.”

[00:06:59] I thanked the man and walked on anxiously, wondering if this could really be THE

Jesus.

[00:07:07] I saw some yellowish houses, but they all had gates. The people I saw were

simple peasants, engaged in manual labour of various kinds - carpentry seemed to be a

common occupation here. I smiled and relished the idea of telling Ellie just how ‘bourgeois’

a profession it was.

[00:07:27] Finally, I came upon a house that fit the description:. yellowish, with a kind of

open-air workshop at the back. There was no gate and several sheep sat inside the

compound. Was the owner not afraid of them escaping? I heard hammering coming from

out back.

[00:07:45] My chest tightened. Could this be Him? Until this moment, the idea of having my

religious beliefs confirmed or denied had only registered vaguely with me, like a young
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child who’s been told they’re going to a place called ‘school’ for the first time. Did I actually

want to know the truth?

[00:08:09] I walked nervously to the back of the house and was shocked to see, not a grown

man of nearly thirty, but a strapping teenager of perhaps sixteen or seventeen. He was

working away with his back towards me. If this was Jesus Christ, something had gone

wrong with my quantum coordinates. Or maybe he was just a lot shorter than in all the

pictures.

[00:08:34] Goodmorning", I called out in English. It was my theory that Jesus, being of

divine origin, a worker of miracles, would understandme if I spoke in English. Plus, my

throat was tired from the Hebrew.

[00:08:49] The youngman turned to me. Like in the pictures in my church, he had long

flowing hair and a beard and was wearing simple robes, but his skin was darker, like the

other people I had seen here. Well, that made sense. Otherwise, he’d be awfully sunburnt.

[00:09:08] “You come to me speaking a strange tongue,” replied the youngman in Hebrew.

“You look like you have questions.”

[00:09:16] I decided to get straight to the point.

[00:09:19] “Are you Jesus, son of Joseph?” I asked.
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[00:09:23] “I am Jesus, son of David,” replied Jesus. “Do you come here seeking carpentry,

or something else?”

[00:09:31] I groaned. Half of the male population of Nazareth was probably named David

and the other half Jesus. When I got back to 2039, the others would roll on the floor

laughing at my wasted trip.

[00:09:47] But something occurred to me. The way he had asked whether I was seeking

carpentry or something else… It was an odd way to phrase the question. Jesus of the Bible

wasn’t exactly the most straightforward speaker. You didn’t have your words written down

and repeated for thousands of years if you said things like, “Yeah, it’s just about being nice

to people, isn’t it? Pretty simple, really.”

[00:10:13] Plus, he had understoodmy English, so this youngman was either exceptionally

good at reading body language or, in fact, a divine being.

[00:10:24] “I’m seeking something else,” I said boldly.

[00:10:28] “Is that so?” said Jesus, laying down his tools on the workbench. “I find a good

solid bed frame is enough to solve most people’s problems, but have it as you like. What is

it that you wish of me?”

[00:10:44] Another cryptic question. Good. We were getting somewhere.

[00:10:50] “Answers,” I stated.
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[00:10:52] “To get answers, first you need to ask questions. But I have a lot of work ahead of

me, so I will only answer five questions.”

[00:11:03] I considered his words. ‘I have a lot of work ahead of me.’ He could be talking

about his upcoming ministry! Or… hemight just have a lot of work. His bench was piled

high with materials, andmy Hebrew wasn’t perfect, either.

[00:11:21] My mouth went dry, but I did not want to waste a question asking for water. The

questions I had been considering for years sat on the edge of my tongue, waiting for the

baptism of speech. But I couldn’t just go out and ask directly about his divinity. This was

before his great works.

[00:11:41] “My first question is this. You say that you are a simple carpenter, but I think you

are more than that. Is that true?”

[00:11:51] Jesus picked up a piece of wood and held it out to me. “The beautiful thing about

carpentry is that we take a thing which has no value or purpose… and give it one. This

wood began as a fallen tree, but it will live on as a table, a chair or even something greater.

Hence the task of the carpenter is a noble one. Judge me bymy actions andmy example,

not my profession.”

[00:12:21] I considered his words, and suddenly wished I’d paid more attention in religious

education lessons at school. He was a slippery one, I thought. And then I immediately felt



10

bad for thinking such a thing. But my impression of him so far was less ‘the future saviour

of mankind’ andmore ‘kid who’s a bit too smart for his own good’.

[00:12:46] “What I meant was, you’re going to go on to do great things in your life. Not

related to carpentry. What will they be? I think you know.”

[00:12:59] Jesus raised his eyebrows. Perhaps it had a different meaning in this time, but it

felt like he was finally understanding me. He ran a hand over his carpentry tools as he

spoke, as if distracted. “My time on Earth is to be short. If I’m not a carpenter, perhaps I’ll be

a fisherman. Perhaps I’ll be a shepherd and give my life to save the humble lamb from the

fearsome lion. Or perhaps I’ll be a teacher, since that’s what you seem to think I am.”

[00:13:34] In the Bible, Jesus asks his followers to ‘walk his path and become fishers of

men’. And the Bible refers to Jesus as the Lamb. But also, at Jesus’ birth an angel came to

tell some shepherds the good news. The message felt…mixed.

[00:13:54] As I pondered this, I noticed something surprising. Amongst the tables, chairs

and shelves, a wooden cross leaned against the wall of his workshop. The type of cross that

was used to crucify criminals and people who spoke out against the Roman occupation.

[00:14:13] I pointed to the cross and asked, “Why would you build such a thing? The

Romans use this to torture and kill people.”

[00:14:22] Jesus just smiled.
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[00:14:25] “There are things that belong to this world and things that belong to the next. If

‘Caesar’ wants a cross, then I shall build him a cross. Consider a criminal who is executed. It

takes time for a man to die by crucifixion. In that time, what thoughts go through his mind?

Does he repent? Does he beg God to forgive him? Perhaps the cross is the path to

redemption.”

[00:14:55] The cross is the path to redemption? That’s exactly what Jesus would say! But…

it also sounded like what a carpenter might say if he had to decide between his conscience

and a Roman officer testing his own cross on him.

[00:15:13] I decided to go with something more abstract.

[00:15:17] “Why does God allow suffering?”

[00:15:20] Jesus answered with a parable.

[00:15:22] “Once, a man was preparing for his wedding. It would be the best day of his life.

But this man had a bad habit of sleeping late. Every day, his father woke him with a slap

across the face. It was the only way to rouse him from his bed. His father reserved the most

painful slap of all for his son’s wedding day, and he struck him so hard that he fell out of

bed.

[00:15:50] “What do you think? Was the man filled with rage from his father’s slap? Or was

the pain overshadowed by joy for the great event that lay ahead?”
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[00:16:01] I considered his words. It was hard to get over the excitement of hearing an

original parable, though I somehow imagined they wouldn’t be adding it to the next edition

of the Bible. Then again, this could just be a common form of discussion at this time.

[00:16:19] I wanted to believe that this man was Jesus Christ, but I couldn’t shake the doubt

frommymind. And I only had one question left!

[00:16:30] “Lord Jesus, what spiritual advice do you have for me?”

[00:16:35] The youngman smiled. Because I had called him ‘lord’?

[00:16:40] “You obviously come from somewhere far away. Do you not have a religious text

where you come from?”

[00:16:48] “We do,” I said. “I think you know of it. It’s the Bible.”

[00:16:54] “And does this ‘Bible’ not contain wisdom and guidance?”

[00:16:59] “It does. Great wisdom.”

[00:17:03] “Then surely any spiritual advice you need fromme can be found in the words of

that book.”

[00:17:10] Hmm, it seemed like I was getting somewhere. Time to pry a little further…

[00:17:17] “But… how…?”
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[00:17:19] Jesus raised his hand in the air, holding it out, as if to say enough.

[00:17:26] “You’ve asked five questions and I’ve given you five answers. You know all that

you need to know from this carpenter.”

[00:17:34] And he turned and resumed his work, hammering some nails into place. This was

clearly my signal to leave.

[00:17:44] As I wandered out of the gap where the gate should be, lost in thought, I bumped

into the man I had first met, the owner of the goats. He was herding them down the narrow

road.

[00:17:55] “Ah, the strange drunk man! Did you find Jesus?”

[00:18:00] “I think so, but… I’m not sure,” I replied, reaching into my robe for the

chronotrigger.

[00:18:07] I decided to present him with my ownmiracle: “the disappearing man”, and I

pressed the button.

[00:18:14] But just before the trigger activated and I was thrown back into the future, I heard

something. Words that I had heard before, but only in mymind, so quiet I could’ve

imagined them.

[00:18:30] Could it really be?
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[00:18:32] A voice as soft as a sheep’s wool had spoken to me. “Goodbye, my son.”

[00:18:40] The voice spoke not in Hebrew, but in English.

[00:18:45] By the time I had turned around, Nazareth had disintegrated, and I stood back in

my own time.

[00:18:55] “Well?” said Winston. “Did you find your lord and saviour?”

[00:19:01] I smiled. “That’s a question I cannot answer.”

[00:19:06] Pioneers of The Continuumwas a Leonardo English production.

[00:19:14] The story was written by Emile Dodds andme, Alastair Budge.

[00:19:19] Gabriel was played by Ariel Goodbody from Easy Stories in English.

[00:19:25] Make sure to subscribe and follow the podcast to get the next episode straight

into your favourite podcast app.

[00:19:33]
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Language spotlight

Idiomatic Expression: “Roll on the floor laughing”

● Meaning: Laughing uncontrollably or finding something extremely funny.

● Synonyms: “Laughing one’s head off”, “Cracking up”, “Having a good laugh”

● Antonyms: “Straight-faced”, “unamused”, “stoic”

● Correct Use:

1. "The comedian's joke was hilarious! I couldn't stop rolling on the floor

laughing."

2. "When I saw that funny video, I rolled on the floor laughing for a solid five

minutes."

● Incorrect Use:

1. "I was rolling on the floor laughing at the serious conversation."

2. "She told a sad story, and I was rolling on the floor laughing." (Incorrect in

both examples because "rolling on the floor laughing" is used

inappropriately to describe laughter in a serious conversation.)

Idiomatic Expression: “In any way”

● Meaning: "In any way" is used to emphasize that something is not possible or

allowed under any circumstances, or that there are no exceptions or alternatives. It

expresses a strong negation or denial of any possibility or option.

● Synonyms: “by nomeans”, “under no circumstances”, “in nomanner”, “in no way”,

“not at all”
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● Antonyms:” in some way”, “in a certain way”, “to some extent”, “partially”,

“somewhat”

● Correct Use:

1. I can't help you with your request in any way. I'm sorry, but it's completely

beyondmy capabilities.

2. It is important to avoid plagiarism in any way. Copying someone else's work

is not acceptable.

● Incorrect Use:

1. I can help you with your request in any way. (Incorrect: The correct

expression would be "in some way" or "to some extent" to indicate a partial

or limited assistance.)

2. He didn't apologize to her in any way. (Incorrect: The correct expression

would be "in no way" to emphasize that he didn't apologize at all, with no

exceptions.)

Idiomatic Expression: “Rock solid”

● Meaning: The phrase "rock solid" is used to describe something that is extremely

stable, strong, reliable, or dependable. It implies a high level of solidity, durability,

or trustworthiness.

● Synonyms: “firm”, “unyielding”, “impenetrable”, “unwavering”

● Antonyms: “soft”, “flexible”, “pliable”, “yielding”

● Correct Use:

1. Despite facing numerous challenges, their friendship remained rock solid

throughout the years.
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2. The foundation of the building is rock solid, ensuring its stability even

during earthquakes.

● Incorrect Use:

1. He claimed that his cooking skills were rock solid with the new recipe he

tried. (The phrase is misused with the preposition "with" instead of

describing the subject directly.)

2. The student's understanding of the topic was rock solidly, and she

answered all the questions correctly. (The adverb "rock solidly" is used

instead of the correct adjective form.)

Idiomatic Expression: “Get the/a picture”

● Meaning: "Get the picture" is an idiomatic expression used to ask if someone

understands or comprehends a situation or concept. It implies grasping the

essential or overall understanding of something.

● Synonyms: “understand”, “comprehend”, “see the point”, “catch on”

● Antonyms: “miss the point”, “be clueless”, “not get it”

● Correct Use:

1. I explained the rules of the game several times, and finally, he got the

picture and started playing.

2. The teacher drew a diagram on the board to help the students get a picture

of how the process works.

● Incorrect Use:
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1. I showed her a picture of my family, and she got the picture of who they are.

(Incorrect: The expression "get the picture" is used to convey understanding

or comprehension, not obtaining a physical image.)

2. She showedme a photo of her new dog, and I immediately got the picture

of how cute it was. (Incorrect: The phrase is misused by taking it literally to

mean receiving or obtaining a physical picture, instead of understanding or

grasping the concept or idea.)

Idiomatic Expression: “Cross one’s fingers”

● Meaning: "Cross one's fingers" is an idiomatic expression used to wish for good luck

or to express hope for a positive outcome. It involves folding one finger over

another, typically the index finger over the middle finger, as a superstitious gesture

believed to bring good fortune.

● Synonyms: “Keep one's fingers crossed”, “hope for the best”, “wish for luck”

● Antonyms: “Give up hope”, “expect the worst”, “abandon optimism”

● Correct Use:

1. I have a job interview tomorrow. I'm crossingmy fingers and hoping it goes

well.

2. Cross your fingers that the weather clears up before the outdoor event this

evening.

● Incorrect Use:

1. I always cross my fingers before a test to improve mymemory. (Incorrect:

The expression is used to express hope for a positive outcome, not to

enhance memory.)
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2. She crossed her fingers at the basketball game to cheer for her favorite

team. (Incorrect: The expression is not used as a gesture of support or

encouragement for a sports team.)
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Quiz

Listening comprehension

1. How did the rest of the team feel about Gabriel’s plan to meet Jesus?

a. They were excited to hear about his adventures.

b. They didn’t care.

c. They were supportive and wanted to come with.

d. They were sceptical.

2. What was Gabriel’s theory about how Jesus would appear in different timelines?

a. He would appear differently in different timelines.

b. He would appear the same in all timelines.

c. He would not exist in some timelines.

d. He would exist but not as a religious figure in some timelines.

3. How did Gabriel communicate with the man who owned the goats?

a. In Aramaic.

b. In Ancient Hebrew.

c. In English.

d. In Latin.

True or False

4. Most people at the time spoke Hebrew, with Aramaic as the second language.
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a. True

b. False

5. Gabriel is the only religious member on the team.

a. True

b. False

6. Gabriel is uncertain that he will find Jesus of Nazareth during his trip.

a. True

b. False

Fill in the blanks

7. I mean, my faith wasn’t ____________, it wasn’t rock solid, but I was raised in a

Christian home, we went to church on Sundays, prayed before meals, you get the

picture.

8. He turned and pointed towards the __________ of town. “Walk that way for a few

minutes and you’ll see a yellowish house on the right with no gate. There’ll be a

couple of sheepmilling around. That’s where Jesus the carpenter lives and works.”

9. The cross is the __________________? That’s exactly what Jesus would say! But…

it also sounded like what a carpenter might say if he had to decide between his

conscience and a Roman officer testing his own cross on him.

Vocabulary practice

10. What does the word “religious” mean in the text?
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A. Having a strong belief in science.

B. Having a strong passion for history.

C. Having or showing a strong belief in religion.

D. Not having any belief in religion.

11. What does the phrase “rock solid” refer to in the text?

A. Being unsure.

B. Being fragile and easily broken.

C. Being easily persuaded.

D. Being strong and durable.

12. What does the word “carpenter” refer to in the text?

A. A person whomakes carpets for a living.

B. A person whomakes and repairs wooden objects and structures.

C. A person who examines ancient artefacts.

D. A person whomakes and repairs electronic gadgets.

13. What does the word “parable” mean in the text?

A. A fantasy story.

B. A story that illustrates a moral lesson.

C. A science fiction story.

D. A horror story.

14. What does the phrase “to pry” mean in the text?

A. To inquire invasively.



23

B. To gossip about someone.

C. To mock someone.

D. To ask shyly.
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Answers

1. D

2. B

3. B

4. B

5. A

6. A

7. Unwavering

8. Outskirts

9. Path to redemption

10. C

11. D

12. B

13. B

14. A


