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Dalits of a village in Ahmedabad district face social boycott for demanding physical
possession of plot they own

LABELS: CASTE, HUMAN RIGHTS, PEOPLE, SOCIETY

Monday, May 12, 2014

Dalit representatives with activist Kirit Rathod (right)

at district collector's office

By Our Representative

In yet another glaring instance of social boycott in Gujarat, around 30

Dalits – men, women and children – currently living in makeshift

shanties in Gitapur village in Detroj taluka of Ahmedabad district, are

being denied all basic facilities, including water, electricity or needs of

daily use in the village by members of the dominant caste, Patels.

Situated just about 80 km from Ahmedabad, Gujarat’s business

capital, Gitapur Dalits are facing the predicament because they

allegedly dared demand physical possession of the plots of land they

were entitled to for the last over two years now.

A representation to district collector, Ahmedabad, Roopwant Singh, led

by NGOs Navsarjan Trust and Manav Adhikar Simiti, Ahmedabad, has said it all began after the village panchayat of

Bhagapura, adjacent to Gitapur, passed a resolution on April 2, 2012, allocating a plot of land, Survey No 244, to these

Dalits in order to build their own houses under one of the rural housing plot-cum-schemes. While the Dalits then lived in

Bhagapura, the plot of land they were offered was on its border, inside the Gitapura village area, in accordance with a

government order.

“Finding that Gitapur village panchayat was not ready to part with the piece of land to the Dalits, and its high caste Patels

were seeking to use force to ensure that the Dalits do not live there, on August 25, 2013, the Dalits began their protest. They

first sat on dharna outside the Detroj taluka office to demand land”, the representation said, adding, “They stopped the

dharna following a written assurance from the taluka development officer and other officials. They were even formally given

the plot, even the layout plan of the houses was approved.”

“Despite this”, the representation said, “The Dalits were physically not handed over the land. This led them to frequently find

out what was happening. They kept asking the village panchayat to hand over the plot. Their uent pleas made Patels angry.

On December 14, 2013, they physically attacked one of the Dalits, Narshibhai Maganbhai Parmar, who was seriously

injured. Their huts were set on fire. Ever since then, the Dalits are living in a state of fear. Women are force to walk two

kilometers to fetch a pail of water. Hurdles are created towards children going to school.” 

The representation was made under the leadership of the Navsarjan Trust's senior activist Kirit Rathod. The demands of the

representation are:

Plots be immediately handed over to the Dalits in Gitapura

Basic necessities of life, including water and power, should be immediately supplied to the place where they are living

in makeshift shanties

Gutter connections should be extended to the houses immediately

Urgent efforts should be made to stop social boycott of the Dalits

Dalits should be ensured supply of goods of daily necessities

Dalits should be provided with a separate space for crematorium
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Tuesday, January 14, 2020

Swami Vivekananda's views on caste and sexuality were 'painfully' regressive

 

By Bhaskar Sur* Swami Vivekananda now belongs more to the modern Hindu mythology than reality. It makes a daunting

job to discover the real human being who knew unemployment, humiliation of losing a teaching job for 'incompetence',

longed in vain for the bliss of a happy conjugal life only to suffer the consequent frustration.
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Wednesday, July 07, 2021

Put human rights at centre of relations with India: Amnesty to EU on Fr Stan's
death

 

Counterview Desk  In a strongly-worded statement, eight global human rights organisations led by Amnesty International,

even as “standing by” Fr Stan Swamy -- the jailed 84-year-old human rights defender who died Holy Family hospital on June

5 -- have regretted, international community has failed to “move beyond rhetoric in holding human rights standards as

benchmarks of engagement” in this case as also that of other undertials for alleged involvement in the Bhima Koregaon …
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Wednesday, July 07, 2021

MP diamond mining project to 'destroy' 2.15 lakh trees, 'threaten' biodiversity,
Adivasis

 

Counterview Desk  The National Alliance of People's Movements (NAPM), a top civil society network, even as “strongly

opposing” the destruction of Buxwaha in protected forest region in Madhya Pradesh’s Bundelkhand region for the proposed

Bunder diamond mining project, has demanded that the government “must immediately withdraw all projects which threaten

the ecological and socio-cultural significance of Buxwaha.”
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Friday, July 09, 2021

Presidential Train, Boeing B777: No end to 'unsatiated' spending spree of our leaders

 

By Shobha Shukla, Bobby Ramakant, Sandeep Pandey*  In current times when India, like many other countries, is reeling

under a severe economic crisis as well as backbreaking humanitarian crises, we also see ugly lavish (and avoidable)

government expenditures, throwing austerity to the winds and jeopardising public interest. While equality is among the key

values of the Indian Constitution, there are several instances that remind us of George Orwell’s famous quote: “All are equal,…
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Saturday, July 10, 2021

UP: Ex-civil servants protest 'extra-judicial' encounter of minorities, Dalits,
dissenters

 

Counterview Desk In an open letter, 87 members of the Constitutional Conduct Group (CCG), commenting on "complete

breakdown" of governance and "blatant violation" of the rule of law in Uttar Pradesh, have demanded that "arbitrary

detentions and torture of and police attacks on peacefully protesting students, minorities, dissenters and others be stopped

forthwith".

SHARE POST A COMMENT MORE»

Saturday, July 10, 2021

Delhi HC view termed absurd: UCC 'needed' as Indian society turning
homogeneous

 

By Our Representative The Popular Front of India (PFI), a well-known civil rights group, has said that the Delhi High Court

"favouring" Uniform Civil Code (UCC) is not only unwanted but also "unacceptable." In a statement, its chairman OMA Salam

said termed the High Court asking the Centre to take necessary steps regarding a UCC as out of context, as the issue came

before Justice Prathiba M Singh was the applicability of the Hindu Marriage Act 1955, in respect of parties belonging to the…
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Monday, July 05, 2021

Tribal areas: States' bureaucratic structures 'refuse to relinquish' power despite PESA

 

By RR Prasad*  The introduction of the Panchayat Raj system through the 73rd Constitutional Amendment is one of the

most definitive steps towards institutionalizing a system of decentralized governance in independent India. The 73rd

Constitutional Amendment provides substantial space for responsive and participatory governance.
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Govt of India making 'patently false' claim on appointing information
commissioners

 

By Anjali Bhardwaj, Commodore (retd) Lokesh Batra, Amrita Johri*  A petition regarding delay in appointment of information

commissioners under the Right to Information (RTI) Act was heard by the Supreme Court. The bench of Justices S. Abdul

Nazeer and Krishna Murari heard the matter. During the hearing, it was pointed out that despite repeated directions by the

SC, the Union of India (UOI) has failed to fill the vacancies in the information commission leading to a large number of …
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Wednesday, July 07, 2021

'Institutional murder': PUCL, other rights groups condemn Fr Stan's 'custodial'
death

 

By Our Representative  India’s premier human rights organisation, People’s Union of Civil Liberties (PUCL), has joined

several other rights organisations to say that the National Investigation Agency (NIA), the Central government and the Prison

authorities are “together responsible for this wholly unnecessary and fully preventable death” of Fr Stan Swamy. “which

actually amounts to “institutional murder.”
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Bold, challenging? Book wants Muslims to implement 'correctional' measures with
RSS

 

Counterview Desk  Controversial chancellor of the Maulana Azad National Urdu University, Hyderabad, Firoz Bakht Ahmed,

variously dubbed a “Modi man” and an “RSS plant”, in an email alert to Counterview, has released a tete-a-tete has has had

with a little-known Urdu scholar, Dr Khwaja Iftikhar Ahmed, whose book “The Meeting of Minds: A Bridging Initiative” has just

been released by RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat in Ghaziabad, Delhi NCR.
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