
NOT WHAT IT SEEMS 

Measure A’s loopholes and exemptions mean it will NOT 
protect our backcountry and it will NOT give us the control 
it promises.
 
Written by attorneys to deceive voters, the fine print reveals casinos, resorts, hotels, country clubs and 

factories are exempt from Measure A’s voter requirement, as are luxury homes on sprawling, multi-acre lots.

 
Shockingly, Measure A requires the entire county to vote whenever someone needs to amend the County’s 
General Plan to add as few as SIX homes. The measure uses deceptive language to gloss over this absurd 6-unit 
threshold: “The voter approval requirement shall not apply: Where the General Plan amendment increases the 
maximum number of allowed dwelling units by five or fewer.” Read the full measure at noonsos.org.

FOLLOW THE MONEY
The wealthy, out-of-state backers of Measure A wrote it to protect the Golden Door Spa, which campaign 
finance records show has contributed hundreds of thousands of dollars to Measure A. This luxury resort 
near Escondido attracts the rich and famous, who pay $10,000 a week. The owners are among the richest 
people in the world.

These extremely wealthy Wall Street investors want to keep affordable homes far away from their exclusive 

hotel and force them into congested neighborhoods. Their measure exempts commercial and industrial 
developments, including expanding the Golden Door, but – unbelievably – requires 1.6 million voters to approve 
new affordable homes. 

Measure A is not what it seems: follow the money to Measure A’s wealthy backers and their loopholes 
and exemptions.

VOTE NO ON MEASURE A 
IT’S FLAWED, UNFAIR AND DECEPTIVE



FLAWED & UNFAIR
Measure A creates an unfair ballot box 
planning scheme so voters in large urban 
areas will make decisions for small  
rural communities.
 
Measure A will cost taxpayers up to $104 
million over 20 years in election costs. That’s 
money that should be spent on services for 
the homeless and fixing our roads.
 
Measure A is not a new concept. Ventura 
County adopted measures just like Measure 
A in the late ’90s which led to an exodus 
of families and jobs because home prices 
soared and businesses, including biopharmaceutical giant Amgen, either downsized or moved operations 
elsewhere. The County never recovered. Its Wikipedia entry reads: “In 2019, Ventura County faced a weak 
economic outlook due to the declining housing affordability and lack of job growth.”

Ad paid for by No on A, Planning Today for San Diego’s Future, a Coalition of Housing Advocates, Save Our Rural Economy, 
Building Industry Association of San Diego County, Farmers, Taxpayers, Firefighters & Law Enforcement. Committee major 

funding from National Association of Realtors, California Association of Realtors Issues Mobilization Political Action Committee 
and Building Industry Association of San Diego County.

Help fund our campaign to defeat the SOS Initiative. Go to noonsos.org to contribute.

Measure A is the ONLY measure opposed by:

ON MARCH 3 
VOTE NO ON A!

Join firefighters, sheriff deputies, police officers, farmers, economists, business and labor leaders, 
affordable housing experts, young families, and community leaders on both sides of the political aisle 
opposing Measure A.

Virginia billionaire Bill Conway and his wife own The Golden Door Spa near Escondido, which attracts 
the rich and famous who pay $10,000 a week.

Measure A will force more San Diegans to live in overcrowded 
apartments and pay higher rent. It will drive home prices 
higher, making our housing affordability crisis worse. That 
hits seniors, young families and workers hardest. Measure A 
will ultimately push more people onto the streets.

AND


