
Fenbendazole-based white wormer 
for cattle and sheep

✓  Treats  
worms  

✓  Allows natural 
immunity  
to build



What is               ?
Zerofen is a worm drench that contains either 2.5% or 
10% concentration of the active ingredient fenbenda-
zole. It belongs to the white, or benzimidazole (1-BZ), 
wormer class.

What does it kill?
Zerofen eradicates all stages of the important stomach 
and gut worms in cattle and sheep. It also kills lungworm 
and tapeworm. In addition, Zerofen kills any eggs in 
the animal at dosing, reducing pasture contamination.

When would a beef/cattle  
farmer use Zerofen?

✓  As a housing worm treat-
ment where clear (ivermec-
tin/moxidectin/doramectin) 
or yellow wormers (levamisole) were used 
previously during the grazing season.

✓  As a quarantine worm treatment for incoming 
cattle. Lots of clear wormers are used on 
cattle and clear wormer-resistance is growing 
in prevalence. Fenbendazole (e.g. Zerofen 
10%) has demonstrated efficacy against clear 
wormer-resistant worms(1). The ovicidal (egg-
killing) effect is ideal for reducing pasture 
contamination when introducing new cattle to 
a farm.

✓  On farms that save their pour-on (clear dose) 
for housing time because of its effect against 
lice and mites, Zerofen 10% is an ideal product 
to use during the grazing season, as needed.
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When would a dairy  
farmer use Zerofen?

✓  As a worm treatment for cows on the point 
of drying-off. Any treatment during lactation 
will likely have been eprinomectin-based 
(clear wormer) and Zerofen 10% represents a 
rotation of wormer classes – best practice for 
reducing anthelmintic resistance.

✓  At housing time as a worm treatment for calves 
and heifers, where clear and/or yellow wormers 
have been used during the grazing season.

When would a sheep  
farmer use Zerofen?

✓  As a first dose for lambs 
against Nematodirus battus 
worm. White wormers, such as 
Zerofen 2.5%, are extremely 
effective against Nematodirus and are safe for 
use in young lambs.

Zerofen to Protect  
and Stimulate

Long-acting wormers can be ap-
pealing (less handling of animals) 
and certainly have a place in systems where labour 
is a limiting factor. However, while treated animals 
are offered long-term protection, the development 
of their own natural immunity can stall somewhat 
during this ‘protective period’. Then, when they are 
challenged with worm burdens subsequently, e.g. 
as heifers/lactating cows, issues can occur.

After treatment with a long-acting wormer, larvae 
ingested from grass don’t develop for a period, 
as the product persists and offers protection.  
In contrast, while Zerofen kills worms in the animal 
at treatment, it does not persist. Any larvae ingested 
post treatment will develop and the animal’s natural 
immunity will be triggered to respond. The more 
often this response is triggered, the quicker the 
animal’s natural immunity will build.

 

If managed correctly, adult sheep and cattle should 
have a natural immunity to worms and only require 
treatment in intensive production systems, or at 
times of stress (e.g. lambing).

Wormers should ideally be used in this 
fashion to complement the immune system  

in young or at-risk animals.
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What worms worry us?

SHEEP
Nematodirus, Brown Stom-
ach Worm, Black Scour 
Worm and Barber’s Pole 
worm are the four main 
roundworms that cause 
health, welfare and pro-
duction issues in sheep 

(e.g. scour, poor thrive, anaemia, death). Zerofen 
2.5% eradicates all of these.

CATTLE
Lungworm, Osterta-
gia (stomach) and 
Cooperia (gut) are 
the main internal 
worms that cause 
problems in cattle 
(e.g. coughing, poor 

thrive, scour). Zerofen 10% is effective against all 
of these.

Why Zerofen?

✓ High Safety Index – very safe in young stock.
✓ Helps to stimulate natural immunity.
✓  Ideal on cattle farms as a break from clear 

wormers.
✓  Short withdrawal periods for milk (cattle only) 

and meat.
✓ Safe for use during pregnancy.
✓ Kills all stages of worm lifecycle in the animal.

Using Zerofen 10%

Administer Zerofen 10% orally with a calibrated 
dosing gun at the following rates:

Sheep: 1ml/20kg live weight
Cattle: 10ml/130kg live weight 

WITHDRAWAL PERIODS:
Sheep meat: 21 days 
Sheep milk: not allowed 
Cattle meat: 14 days 
Cattle milk: 132 hours 

Using Zerofen 2.5%

Administer Zerofen 2.5% orally with a calibrated 
dosing gun at the following rates:

Sheep: 2ml/10kg live weight
Cattle: 30ml/100kg live weight

WITHDRAWAL PERIODS:
Sheep meat: 21 days
Sheep milk: not allowed
Cattle meat: 14 days
Cattle milk: 132 hours
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Zerofen 2.5% Oral Suspension for cattle and sheep. 
Contains: fenbendazole 2.5% w/v. 
UK:  POM-VPS   Vm 11990/4000. 

Zerofen 10% Oral Suspension for cattle and sheep. 
Contains: fenbendazole 10% w/v. 
UK:  POM-VPS   Vm 11990/4001.

Use medicines responsibly. Refer to product packaging and leaflets 
for full indications, side effects, precautions, warnings and contra-
indications. Further information can be found on the datasheet, SPC or 
at www.farmhealthfirst.com. Distributed by: Chanelle Pharmaceuticals 
Manufacturing Ltd, Loughrea, Co. Galway, Ireland. Copyright © Chanelle 
Pharma 2020. All rights reserved.
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