
Don’t get caught  
under the darkness of

Coccidiosis

Did you know that only 4% of 
infected calves or lambs will 

show clinical signs?1-7

Information provided by  
Chanelle, makers of Dycoxan



Complete coccidiosis 
cover with Chanelle
No matter your farming system, 
trust Dycoxan® to protect your 
stock from coccidiosis this season.

What is it?

The real problem is what you 
don’t see...

How does coccidiosis affect my 
calf or lamb?

Coccidioisis is a disease caused 
by microscopic organisms called 
protozoa. Animals consume coccidia 
eggs when grazing or simply 
exploring their surroundings. 

All ruminants (namely cattle and sheep) kept under 
conventional conditions unavoidably experience 
infection with coccidia at some point1,2.
However, the percentage of animals in an infected 
group with clinical symptoms is typically low 
and often zero. Diseases that negatively affect 
our animal without pronounced symptoms are 
deemed ‘sub-clinical’.

Ingested coccidia eggs (oocysts) pass through 
the digestive system, multiply and penetrate cells 
in the gut lining. Within these cells the organisms 
develop further and multiply. Eventually, the cells 
burst, releasing thousands more infective oocysts. 
The ‘bursting’ of these cells leads to the breakdown 
of the delicate gut lining. As the gut lining is 
responsible for nutrient absorption in our animal, a 
compromised gut can lead to significant production 
losses and in some cases even death. The released 
eggs pass out in the animal’s dung and the cycle 
begins again.

What will I see?
Clinical symptoms of coccidiosis include:
•	 Bloody/black	diarrhoea
•	 Straining
•	 Fluid	loss
•	 Anaemia
•	 Lethargic	animals
•	 Lack	of	appetite
•	 Fever/other	ailments
•	 Death



A bigger problem? The solution
Subclinical coccidiosis can be more financially 
damaging to a farm than clinical cases as there may 
be no signs of infection. 
In nine peer-reviewed scientific trials that detected 
high burdens of coccidia eggs in calf and lamb 
faecal samples, only 4% of animals showed clinical 
symptoms of coccidiosis, on average1-7.
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Anti-coccidials (e.g. diclazuril, the active 
in Dycoxan) are ingredients that disrupt the 
coccidia life-cycle by inhibiting development and 
multiplication. Administered at the correct time, 
they reduce both potential damage to the animal’s 
gut and contamination of the animal’s environment. 
In seven of the studies highlighted in Figure 1, 
weights were taken and half of the animals were 
treated with an anti-coccidial (2 x toltrazuril, 5 x 
diclazuril). In all of the studies, animals treated 
with anti-coccidials grew faster than non-treated 
animals during trial. The growth increase ranged 
from 7% to 33%1-7. Trial period averaged 42 days. 

Clinical prevalence of coccidiosis 
 is typically low and often zero

Calves and lambs infected with 
coccidiosis that showed clinical 
symptoms 
(based on 9 peer-reviewed studies1-7)

Symptoms

No Symptoms An extra calf in six weeks

Based on this performance increase, in a group 
of 16 dairy heifer calves with an initial weight of 
55kg, using an anti-coccidial leads to increased 
weight gains equivalent to an extra calf in just  
42 days, versus a non-treated group (Figure 2).

AVERAGE PERFORMANCE INCREASE 
WAS 19% ACROSS THE STUDIES1-7
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Protecting young animals pays
The greatest feed efficiency in cattle and sheep is 
achieved in early life. Hence, this is the period in the 
production system during which maximum return 
on feed investment will be gained. In dairy heifers, 
growth in the first six months of life has a significant 
effect on the ability to hit subsequent breeding and 
fertility targets. These are crucial for maximising 
lifetime profitability.
Where lambs are being creep-fed from a young age, 
underlying coccidiosis could cause a significant 
reduction in feed efficiency and reduce return on 
feed investment. 

Other measures to keep out coccidia
• Avoid soiled, wet bedding
• Raise water troughs off the ground where possible
• Clip cows’ tails pre-calving
• Use disinfectants that are licensed to kill oocysts
• Treat animals kept in high stocking density-situations
• If possible, keep clean pasture i.e. previous silage field/

reseeded ground for young animals
• Reduce external stressors

-  Provide adequate dietary fibre
 -  Weigh and monitor faecal oocyst output regularly 

When should I use Dycoxan?
Administer Dycoxan (diclazuril) 10-14 days after the 
animal has entered a risk environment (e.g. turnout/
rearing shed). If there is a history of coccidiosis on 
the farm, administer product one week in advance 
of expected symptoms. Colostrum-derived immunity 
diminishes in lambs from four weeks of age on, 
while calves are at risk sooner.

DOSAGE RATES
Dycoxan dosage 
1ml/2.5kg body weight 

WITHDRAWAL PERIODS
Dycoxan
Meat and offal 0 days

Stopping the coccidia life cycle

Ingestion 
of coccidia 
oocyst (egg)

Parasite invades 
intestinal cells and 
starts to multiply

Life cycle 
disrupted 
and animal 
can naturally 
develop its  
own immunity

If untreated = 
performance reduction 
and potential symptoms

INTESTINAL 
DAMAGE 
OCCURS

DAYS 10-14

DAYS 18-21

DAY 1

When using Dycoxan, if environmental coccidia 
oocyst burden is high, a second treatment may be 
required approximately 21 days after first.
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Have you watched our  
Coccidiosis TV series?

www.cocci.news/tv

Check out our new  
information website

Follow Us

Find more videos and articles  
on managing coccidiosis  
and claim your free gift.

www.farmhealthfirst.com

No matter your farming system,  
trust Dycoxan® to protect your stock  

from coccidiosis this season.


