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GOSPEL REFLECTION

utside Chicago, there is a small cemetery in the
woods behind Mundelein Seminary, where I was a student.
One night I was exploring it. I looked up and was shocked to
see an imposing seventeen-foot angel towering over me and
preparing to blow a trumpet. Adrenaline rushed through me.
I gasped and uttered, "Oh my God!” Quickly I realized it was
in fact a massive bronze statue. I tried to calm myself down.

But it still freaked me out.

As we begin to celebrate Easter today, this image might
seem a bit unnerving. But please recall that for the first
disciples on the morning of the resurrection, it was precisely
that. It wasn't joyful at first, it was terrifying. It wasn't
peaceful, it was unsettling. In that Jerusalem cemetery,
something otherworldly had happened. Angels announced
that he was no longer dead, but alive. They had blown their
trumpets, so to speak, and Jesus had risen. Soon the
disciples’ shock in that dark cemetery would turn into joy.

We all have our own places of the dead, too, don't we?

Deceased loved ones. Our tired patterns of blame.

Relationships stuck in resentment. Indifference to the poor.
Lost dreams. Despair about our future. Fear of sickness and
death. These are our “cemeteries” where we don’t expect
much to happen. Today we enter — if we dare — those
places with the disciples. See the mighty angel standing
there, trumpet ready to blare!

— Father John Muir, ©LPi

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS

A Happy Ending Isn’t the Whole Story
“Is there a happy ending?”

When my kids were young, we never made it past the first whiff of any narrative tension before | got this question. As soon as
whatever princess or furry woodland animal who was the hero of the story got into any small scrape, they wanted that reassurance,

“Is there a happy ending?”

| can’t say | blame them. Don’t we all feel that way sometimes? We enter into a relationship with someone or some situation, and
we just want to protect ourselves. We want to know it’s not going to go badly — or, if it does, that we will be able to come back from it.
It’s a human instinct, a reflex. Our inclination to protect ourselves makes it so that we sometimes want to press fast-forward on the bad

stuff and skip straight ahead to the happily-ever-after.

Easter is the ultimate happy ending. It’s the day of miracles. The day when all the stones roll away and all the sins are forgiven.

It’s the day that puts everything right.

But if we learned anything from this week — from the Passion and death of the Lord — it’s that we can’t press fast-forward on the
hardships of life. That tension, that loss, that fear — it’s crucial, isn’t it? As Catholics, we are who we are because of Easter. But Easter

doesn’t happen without Good Friday.

So, does the story of salvation have a happy ending? We know it does. But we also remember that the ending isn’t all that matters.

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS, ©LPi
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Divine Mercy Sunday - April 7
From Creation, God has revealed his nature as love itself, in Sacred Scripture and most
perfectly in the life, Passion, death and Resurrection of his Son, Jesus. Saints have also
borne witness to God’s unfathomable love, e.g., in the writings of Augustine, Aquinas, C
atherine of Siena, Francis of Assisi, Margaret Mary Alacoque and Théreése of Lisieux.
Mankind’s need for the message of Divine Mercy took on dire urgency in the 20th
Century, when civilization began to experience an “eclipse of the sense of God” and,
therefore to lose the understanding of the sanctity and inherent dignity of human life. In the
1930s, Jesus chose a humble Polish nun, St. Maria Faustina Kowalska, to receive private
revelations concerning Divine Mercy that were recorded in her Diary. St. John Paul II
explains:
This was precisely the time when those ideologies of evil, nazism and communism, were taking
shape. Sister Faustina became the herald of the one message capable of off-setting the evil of
those ideologies, that fact that God is mercy—the truth of the merciful Christ. And for this rea-
son, when I was called to the See of Peter, I felt impelled to pass on those experiences of a_fellow
Pole that deserve a place in the treasury of the universal Church.
—Pope Saint John Paul I, Memory and Identity (2005)
St. Faustina’s Diary records 14 occasions when Jesus requested that a Feast of Mercy Divine Mercy Sunday
(Divine Mercy Sunday) be observed, for example: sunday, April 7, 2024
My daughter, tell the whole world about My znconfezvable mercy. I desire that the Feast of Divine Mercy Chaplet @ 4:00 pm
Mercy be a refuge and shelter for all souls, and especially for poor sinners. On that day the very
depths of My tender mercy are open. .... The soul that will go to Confession and receive Holy
Communion shall obtain complete forgiveness of sins and punishment. ... It is My desire that it
be solemnly celebrated on the first Sunday after Easter. Mankind will not have peace until it
turns to the Fount of My Mercy.
On May 5, 2000, five days after the canonization of St. Faustina, the Vatican decreed that
the Second Sunday of Easter would henceforth be known as Divine Mercy Sunday.

Divine Mercy Weekly Chaplet
DEIVAS)
Tuesday, April 2, 2024
Follows 6 pm Communion Service
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Around The World
2024 STM Festival
May 3, 4, & 5, 2024

FOR ALL FESTIVAL NEWS, VISIT
stmfestival.com

If you would like to sponsor the 2024
STM Festival, please visit the Festival
Store at stmfestival.com/sponsors or
email stmchurchfestival@gmail.com.

Raffle tickets are now online - visit the
festival store to purchase tickets:
stmfestival.com/online-store/Raffles

St. Thomas More Parish Festival Schedule
Friday, May 3, 2024
5:00 pm Opening Prayer & Rides Begin.
5:30p - 7:30 pm Fruge Funk Band
8:00 pm — 10:00 pm Dominick Michael
11:00 pm Rides End & Field Closes.

~

Saturday, May 4, 2024
10:00 am Rides Open.

5:00 pm - 6:30 pm Fruge Funk Band.
7:00 — 10 pm Parish County Line.
11:00 pm Rides End & Field Closes
Sunday, May 5, 2024
11:00 am Rides Open
11:30 am STM School Performances
12:00 pm All Raffle Drawings
12:30 pm STM School Performances
4:00 pm Rides Close, STM Festival Closing Ceremony

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
JUNE 17 - 21, 2024
Registration will open on May 1st.

We are now signing up adult volunteers -

contact Jeanne Mancuso at mancusoj@stmbr.org
if you can help.
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Pope Francis
@Pontifex

| express my closeness to all our brothers
and sisters who are celebrating Easter
today. Dear brothers and sisters, may the
Risen Lord be with you and fill you with

His Holy Spirit! Happy Easter to all of you!

WEEKLY READINGS/OBSERVANCES

Readings for the week of March 31
Sunday: Acts 10:34a, 37-43/Ps 118:1-2, 16-
17, 22-23 (24)/Col 3:1-4 or 1 Cor 5:6b-8/; In
20:1-9 or Mk 16:1-7

Monday: Acts 2:14, 22-33/Ps 16:1-2a and 5,
7-8,9-10, 11/Mt 28:8-15

Tuesday: Acts 2:36-41/Ps 33:4-5, 18-19, 20
and 22/Jn 20:11-18

Wednesday: Acts 3:1-10/Ps 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-
7,8-9/Lk 24:13-35

Thursday: Acts 3:11-26/Ps 8:2ab and 5, 6-7,
8-9/Lk 24:35-48

Friday: Acts 4:1-12/Ps 118:1-2, and 4, 22-24,
25-27a/In 21:1-14

Saturday: Acts 4:13-21/Ps 118:1 and 14-
15ab, 16-18, 19-21/Mk 16:9-15

Next Sunday: Acts 4:32-35/Ps 118:2-4, 13-
15, 22-24 (1)/1 Jn 5:1-6/Jn 20:19-31

Observances for the week of March 31
Sunday: Easter Sunday

Monday: Monday within the Octave of
Easter; April Fools’ Day

Tuesday: Tues. within the Octave of Easter
Wednesday: Wed. within the Octave of
Easter

Thursday: Thurs. within the Octave of Easter
Friday: Fri. within the Octave of Easter
Saturday: Sat. within the Octave of Easter
Next Sunday: 2nd Sunday of Easter (Divine
Mercy Sunday)

Support our priests!

The Diocese of Baton Rouge has been blessed by the men who have given
their lives to serve our communities since the diocese's inception in 1961. As the
life of a priest changes, so does their needs. Join fellow Catholics in helping those
who have blessed us so generously; make a meaningful gift to the Retirement
Fund for Diocesan Priests collection this weekend. Use your special collection
envelope, or donate online via Faith Direct, membership.faithdirect.net/LA554.
You my also write a check to STM Church with Priest Retirement noted on the
memo line.

MASS INTENTIONS

Tuesday, Apr. 2 - 6 p.m.: Communion Service; intentions moved to Apr. 16
Thursday, Apr. 4 - 6 p.m.: Communion Service; intention moved to Apr. 16
Saturday, Apr. 6 - 4:30 p.m.: Barbara Guidry

Sunday, Apr. 7 - 8 a.m.: STM Families, Friends, and Neighbors; 10 a.m.:
Melissa Meyers, Shirley Jackson, Nicholas Quartararo, Paul Salvant, Willie
Maynor, Ann and Richard Brandt, Rosa Olivier; 5 p.m.: Souls in Purgatory

SANCTUARY LIGHTING

The sanctuary light in the church will burn in memory of Jeannette Fresin Cutrer
the week of Mar. 31 as requested by Frank Fresina.

PRAYER LIST

Please remember in your prayers these seriously ill persons: Laurie Bolanos, Becky
Cline, Diane Green, Tina Koon, John Mike Golmon, Kayleigh Mims, Hunter Pecoraro,
John Pecoraro, Jr., Jim O’ Rourke, Bob Sanchez, Marci Ferracci Sells, Dianne Tollett,
Loressa Watts

To add a name to the prayer list, contact Elise Moran in the church office
(225.275.3940, morane@stmbr.org).

PRAYER LINE

For serious or urgent prayer requests, call Sharon Hebert at 225-978-1246 (leave
your name and phone number if there, is no answer), or send a request by email to
prayerline@stmbr.org.
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CHURCH STAFF

Pastor
Fr. Michael Alello

Permanent Deacon
Rev. Mr. Joe Scimeca

Permanent Deacon
Rev. Mr. Paul Soileau

Administration
Mrs. Sheila Juneau

Formation/Liturgy
Ms. Sarah Neau

- . PARISH MISSION STATEMENT
Religious Education

Mrs. Jeanne Mancuso

Secretary/Bulletin
Mrs. Ellen Guidry

In a caring environment dedicated

Secretary/Receptionist to celebrating the Catholic faith and
Ms. Elise Moran
Music Director modeling the life of Jesus Christ,

Mrs. Mallory Sollie

. St. Thomas More Church provides
Sacristan

Mrs. Kay Fetterman worship, education, ministerial and social

Maintenance

Mr. Alex Ho opportunities for the
Custodial
M. Roosevelt Hamilton spiritual growth of the parish family.

ST. THOMAS MORE CATHOLIC CHURCH
www.stmbr.org 11441 Goodwood Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA 70815
www.stmbr.org | Office Phone: 225-275-3940

Office Hours:
Facebook.com/stmchurch.org/ Mon.- Thurs.: 8 am - 12 pm and 1 - 5 pm;

Fri.: 8 a.m. - 12 pm

DAILY MASSES
Tuesday: 6:00 pm, and Thursday: 8:45 am

Facebook.com/padrehooch/

https://www.youtube.com/ WEEKEND MASSES
stthomasmorebatonrouge Saturday: 4:30 pm Vigil
Sunday: 8 am, 10 am, and 5 pm
Sign up for parish email on our RECONCILIATION

Thursdays from 8 a.m. to 8:30 a.m.
Saturdays from 3:15 p.m. to 4:15 p.m.
Also by appointment.

parish website, stmbr.org,
under Links and Resources

Emergencies After Hours:
Please call 225.275.3940 and follow the
directions given on the voicemail message.

Listen to Father Michael’s homilies:
https://soundcloud.com/padrehooch
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George ]
Schwartzenburg, MD

12351 Industriplex Blvd

Plumbing * Heating * Repairs 976-4400
225-927-6520

225-810-3100 www.sigmaec.com est. 1960

225-753-1440
www.resthavenbatonrouge.com

Quality Car Care Center Total Comfort Heating & Air, Inc.
For all your residential Heating & Cooling needs
11442 N. Harrells Ferry Rd. 273-2955 Linda Bynum (225) 928-2251

Sales Representative

SHERWOOD

TELEVISIONS & APPLIANCES

bynuminsurance@outlook.com
MINI STORAGES * GRACELAND PORTABLE BUILDINGS

225-328_0498 SALES & SERVIC
Louis S. RUFFINO, JR. ® FamiLy OWNED SINCE 1969

11756 Florida Blvd. » Baton Rouge, LA 70815 | 225.275.6900
www.sherwoodtvandappliances.com

CONTACT ME Sean Altenberger

233 Capitol Street
343-3022 - 383-0451 Denham Springs, LA 70726
2731 North Street
* Commercial 225-271-4941
* Residential * Repair o
LMP#3490 Todd Caruso, Parishioner
FASTENER &
TOOL CO.

Arnold Saucier
9440 Mammoth Dr.

927-3333

“Nobody Does It Better”

Premier Eyecare & Optical
/\ Comprehensive Eyecare,
@ Glasses & Contact Lenses

| HR. GLASSES 246-8830
ERIC THAI, Doctor of Optometry

www.PremierEyecareOptical.com
Corner of Sherwood at Old Hammond

4520 S. Sherwood Forest, Ste. 104
Baton Rouge, LA 70816
225.295.5901 Dana Hanchey
theupsstorelocal.com/2825

www.fabboutiqueetc.com

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com St. Thomas More, Baton Rouge, LA B 4C 05-1276



CONTACT ME Sean Altenberger

BATON ROUGE
9726 Florida Blvd | 225-216-7151

43106 S. Airport Rd. | 985-318-7191

Po-Boys - Specialty Meats - Daily Lunches - Party Trays
www.ronniesboudin.com

STEMMANS AND ALLEY, PLLC

q-z Attorneys and Counselors At Law A:@

M. Todd Alley (Parishioner)

NOW OPEN!

Hrs: Mon-Fri 10am-8pm
Sat & Sun 8am-6pm
225-256-5888

Walk in or schedule your
appointment online at:

ROOF LEAKING?

* Repairs
* Roof Replacement
* Gutters

FREE ESTIMATES
(225) 930-4930 | www.midcityroofing.com

0: 225-349-8539 C: 504-723-1816
5515 S SHERWOOD FOREST BLVD.
BATON ROUGE, LA
TIGERTAX2020@GMAIL.COM

3 MILES NORTH OF
225-355-6666

SO XS THANKYOU FOR

YOUR PATRONAGE

2798 O’Neal Lane, Ste. B-3 752-5266 || SherwoodUrgentCareBR.com
TIGER TAX SERVICES & INSURANCE BRING IN AD FOR

Taxes. Auto. Home. Commercial. Health. Life Fz:fsif;,l_vlﬂ‘:
HUE TRAN e CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT TG HWAY

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!”  ia

95
v Ambulance/Police CALL NOW? $1 9 Imo.
v Family/Friends
800.808.9294 s md-medalert.com

v’ GPS & Fall Alert

Fourrier
Insurance Agency
Since 1946

383-0682
4275 Government St.

Big
River

Glass

(225) 293-4174 Baton Rouge (225) 644-9683 St. Amant

(225) 271-4574 Walker 5696 Siegen Lane  (225) 292-9153

more than a piece of
glass, a peace of mind.

(225) 925-8338

www.bigriverglass.com

Specializing in COLOR, CUTS, HI-LITES, WAXING, UPDOs, KERATIN TREATMENT,

BRAZILIAN BLOW OUT, HAIR EXTENSIONS, BAYALAGE, JAPANESE

K)\Y Y/ R
PA SS:_!_ ON

We offer Bridal Party
& Prom Packages

STRAIGHTENING, PERMS, RELAXERS, MAKE-UP, EYELASH EXTENSIONS

225-275-2424

13559 Old Hammond Hwy.
Ste A, Baton Rouge, LA 70816 FREE EYEBROW WAX WITH REFERRAL

BRING THIS AD IN
FOR 20% DISGOUNT

(new clients only)

(225) 227-2008

411 Benhur Rd. Ste F

Baton Rouge, LA

Family Dentistry
STM Lifetime Parishioner

11811 Coursey Bivd. 292-9700 www.CFFDDS.com

BF Goodrich « Michelin « Vogue Tyres ¢ Pirelli « Uniroyal « Goodyear «
Cooper Tires « Dunlop * Armstrong * Bridgestone
Toyo Tires « General Tire » Buckshot Mudder ¢ Firestone
Yokohama ¢ Tune ups * A/C Repair * Brakes * Alignment
FINANCING AVAILABLE

RETAIL « COMMERCIAL « WHOLESALE

Devin Holley - Owner

Store: 225-331-8144 « Cell: 225-341-9513
Hooper Road in Central

o @

L

-

Your Homegrown Supermarket
Since 1963

9620 Florida Blvd.
927-5450

5383 Jones Creek Road
751-3380

www.hinabor.com

Linda Holley

LakeUrgentCare | LakeAfterHours

Walk-in care for minor injury and illness

Feel Better. Faster!

Walk-In

Check-In Online

LakeUrgentCare.com

Schedule a Virtual Visit

Justin Edwards
Licensed Home Inspector
STM Graduate

225-620-7117
LHI# 11372
www.gatorhomeinspectionsllic.com
jedwards@gatorhomeinspectionslic.com

Carol A Newman
A Professional Law Corporation
ESTATE PLANNING / SUCCESSIONS
PROBATE / REAL ESTATE CLOSINGS
BusiNess FORMATION

WiLLs / POWER OF ATTORNEY
10124 Jefferson Hwy o 225-272-4848
www.CarolANewmanLawFirm.com

Gwen Uyen Le - REALTOR®
(225) 405-7463

(225) 412-9962 Ext. #156
Gwen.Le @ eXpRealty.com
GwenLe.eXpRealty.com

License # 995709638

@ @ Languages: English & Vietnamese

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com
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