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 The Editor 

 

A new year with a positive outlook! Who knows what 

changes are ahead but we live in a wonderful part of 

the world and we should be thankful for where we 

are and what we have. 

Hopefully our taste of “normal” life will continue into 

the future. Welcome back to all our readers. 
 

Editors - Ken & Helen 
 

 

 Briagolong Police Station 
  

 Happy New Year to all.  

The month of January has been a busy time 

as usual in our beautiful part of the world. 

Whilst we all welcome tourism to our area and the 

benefits that brings to local businesses, it is prudent to 

remind everyone both local and visiting that rubbish 

left in campgrounds and recreation reserves after 

visiting is most unacceptable. Let us all clean up after 

ourselves and leave recreation areas pristine for the 

next lot of visitors who attend them.  

Also if camping, all campfires must be completely 

extinguished with water when leaving. As always, I 

ask everyone to adhere to safe driving principles and I 

would ask you to speak to me if you have any issues 

with poor driving behaviours you may witness or hear 

about. Stay safe everyone and continue to enjoy the 

fabulous summer we are having. 

Stuart BREWER | Senior Constable 40549  

Briagolong Police Station |  
 

VALE - Farewell to former residents 

 

BETTY HARVEY  

Bet was a long term resident of the Boisdale 

community, before she and her late husband Bob 

moved to Heyfield, but she always regarded Boisdale 

as "home". She was a wonderful 97 years, and had 

continued to live independently at home with great 

support from her family and services. She was a 

regular congregational member of St George's 

Anglican Church, Boisdale and the Harvey family 

donated the land on which the church stands. She 

was still very bright when she attended the Christmas 

Eve Service in 2020 and was looking forward to  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

the annual family holiday at the "Blue House" in 

Seaspray over the New Year. 

Betty's health deteriorated during this time and her 

daughters Glenyss (Ruff) and Louise (Blencowe), 

along with family members and palliative care nursing 

staff, managed to nurse her at Seaspray.  

 

She passed away 

peacefully with 

those she loved 

beside her, in the 

place she loved that 

held very fond 

memories. 

 

Bet will always be 

remembered for her 

ready smile, her 

pride in her family 

and her enthusiasm 

for life. 

 

A life well lived. 
 

 

Betty with Glenyss & Louise  

at The Stables in 2018. 

 

To Glenyss & Les, Louise, John & Linda, her 

grandchildren and their families, we extend our 

sympathy and best wishes. 

 

FAREWELL ROEL KARST 
 

Roel and his family lived at Valencia Creek for many 

years. He was the face you saw as you entered the 

Central Gippsland Hospital, Sale and was always 

cheerful and ready to have a chat about the family 

and local happenings. Our thoughts are with his family 

at this time. 

 

Boisdale Community Playgroup 

 
 

At this stage Boisdale Playgroup will remain closed. 

We are eagerly awaiting a new fence and completion 

should be in the next few weeks. Once we get the ok 

to open our doors we will let you know and begin 

welcoming back all our families both old and new. 
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Boisdale -Briagolong Red Cross 
 

The first meeting for 2021 will be held on Tuesday 
2nd March, 10am at the Boisdale Hall.  
For enquiries contact Helen on 0448 349 420. 

 

 

 
             

                                  BOISDALE GARDEN CLUB 
 

Our first meeting for 2021 will be at the Boisdale Hall 

on Saturday 13th February at 2 o’clock for a get  

together and plan for the year ahead. We will take a 

walk around the lovely new gardens and all 

members are asked to bring along a plant to swap. 

All covid regulations will be adhered to with 

registering, social distance, hand washing etc. 

New members are always welcome to join us. 

Joy Morley, President 51454225. 

 

Boisdale & District Progress Assoc. Inc. 
 

 

Our Christmas Breakup was a very subdued 

affair in 2020 due to uncertainty with COVID 

regulations. We had an informal catch up for the 

local residents at the Boisdale Hall on Friday 11th 

December, where everyone brought nibbles and a 

drink and just relaxed for a couple of hours. It was 

lovely to catch up with residents we haven't seen for 

most of the year. 

The Christmas Hamper was won by Bernice Lee 

and Jim Allen won the box of chocolates. The raffle 

raised $140 and the face masks, which were sold at 

the Post Office, during the year raised $270. 

  

At our November meeting Progress moved to 

support each of our local groups with a donation as 

fundraising wasn't possible during the year. 

 

Vouchers were also presented again this year to our 

wonderful community members who mow the town 

lawns. To John Lees, Tim & Foster Crooke, Louise 

Blencowe and Judy Daltin, a huge thank you from 

the community.  

Appreciation is also extended to Judy Traill for all 

her work around the Hall, Stables and Rec. Reserve 

and to Amy Skinner for collecting the Gippsland 

Times each Tuesday for local residents. 

The next Progress Assoc. Meeting will be on 

Wed. 24 February 2021, 7.30pm at the Boisdale 

Hall. Invite new residents to the area to come along, 

everyone welcome.  

  Helen Montague (Sec.) 0448 349 420 

 

 

 

Valencia Soldier's Memorial Hall 
 

The upgrade of the Valencia Soldier's Memorial Hall is 

finally complete with the purchase of acoustic batts to 

improve the sound for our concerts and music nights. 

 

We are in the process of acquitting the LVA Grant and 
ordering plaques to acknowledge our donors and 
those businesses that have supported the upgrade. 
 

The kitchen looks wonderful with up to date 
equipment, a new stove and dishwasher courtesy of a 
Wellington Shire Council Grant, air conditioning, 
stainless steel bench top and loads of cupboards. 
The main hall has air conditioning ceiling fans, new 

tables, a large projection screen and data projection 

equipment. 

A huge thank you to committee members for the work 

with the project and very special thanks to Anthony 

Kovco (Kovco Constructions) for his building expertise 

and to Garry Rose and Mac Berry who have off sided 

Anthony and undertaken much extra work involved. 

 

We were unable to have our usual Christmas Tree 

Breakup in December, but a very successful New 

Year's Eve concert was held at the hall, featuring the 

Briagolong Bush Band. 

The Hall is ready for bookings again (unless COVID 

regulations occur again), just contact our treasurer 

Cath Noble on 51454366.  

Garry Rose (Chair) and members of the Hall 

Committee. 

Boisdale Public Hall   
The Boisdale Hall has undergone a 

spruce up during early January with 

the outside of the building and some 

inside areas being painted thanks to 

funding being provided by the 

Wellington Shire Council.  

Ryan Peel, Painting and Decorating, 

undertook the work. The outcome is a 

wonderful, fresh look for the hall. The 

hall is attracting a lot of interest 

particularly with the gardens coming 

on and hopefully we can look at more future bookings. 

The first meeting of the Boisdale Hall & Rec. Reserve 
for 2021 will be held on Tuesday 9th February, 
7.30pm at the Boisdale Hall. All most welcome to 
attend. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to Valencia Creek residents 

Rachael Keene & Adam Helmke on the arrival of 

Marley Leo, a brother for Ziggy. 
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Boisdale Recreation Reserve  

 

The Boisdale Recreation Reserve has been 

beautifully maintained over the past few months with 

thanks to John Lees for mowing and to the 

Boisdale/Briagalong Football Netball club for mowing. 

The new outdoor area at the clubrooms looks great 

and I'm sure is a welcome addition for club members. 

Bill Harvey has completed the resurfacing of the 

entrance and driveway. Many thanks to Bill. 

 

The first meeting of the Boisdale Hall & Rec. 
Reserve for 2021 will be held on Tuesday 9th 
February, 7.30pm at the Boisdale Hall.  
All most welcome. 

 

Judy Traill (Chair) & Duncan Malcolm (Sec) 

 

 
 

Boisdale-Briagolong Football Netball  

 
 

Footy and netball are back at the Boisdale 

Recreation Reserve!  

This month, we will see all football and netball teams 

return to training for the first time since COVID-19 

restrictions were first brought in early last year. And 

the return to the field/court bring a renewed sense of 

optimism, at the Club, for the season ahead.  

Once again, we expect to be fielding 11 competitive 

teams, each weekend, with many of those teams 

(hopefully) seeing finals action at the pointy end of the 

season.  

A few changes have been made at the Club in the  

off-season, with Darren Renooy and Sam Bedggood 

being appointed to senior football coaching roles in 

2021, and Zan Cherry having stepped up to fill the 

vacant women’s football senior coaching position. 

Megan Lee has taken on the women football manager  
 

 

 

 

/ VP role for the season ahead and Rachel & Elly 

Weatherly are our new netball managers/VPs, with 

both having already done much work off the court to 

strengthen our netball department before the first 

whistle blows this year.  

In further news off the field, locals may have noticed 

that power and lighting upgrade works have already 

begun, at the Reserve; and we look forward to seeing 

these works completed in time for the coming season. 

It’s definitely all 

happening! 

In other news, the Club 

and Recreation Reserve 

Committees will be 

hosting a Season 

Launch/Community 

Day, at the Reserve, 

from 5pm on Friday 19th 

of February. The 

evening will involve a 

wide range of free 

activities including face 

painting, jumping castles, Arts & Crafts stalls, Wacky 

Wombat Entertainment and live music, as well as a 

wide range of Market Stalls. We encourage all 

members of the local and wider community, whether 

connected to the Football Netball club or not, to come 

along and join in the fun. 

#bbfnc2021 #UptheBombers #backtothedale 

Ryan Evans, Club President. 
 

 

BOISDALE CFA 
 

 
 
 
 

Come along to the 
B-B Fottball Netball 
Community Day 
Launch at the Rec.  

Reserve on Feb. 
19th. 
 

CFA will be on site 
for all your CFA / 
fire queries. 

 
 

 

St George's Anglican Church Boisdale 
 

Communion and Evensong Services will recommence 

on the second and fourth Sunday of each month, 

starting on Sunday 14th February @ 2pm. Everyone 

is most welcome to join us. 

Helen Montague & Joy Morley (Wardens) 
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THE BIRDMAN OF BOISDALE 
 

EASTERN ROSELLA 

Platycercus eximius 

Psittacidae 
The plumage of the 

Eastern Rosella is 

especially vividly 

coloured — red and 

yellow and blue and 

green and black. 

Despite this bold  

coloration, when 

rosellas are feeding on the ground among the grass 

or perched among the foliage in the treetops they can 

be very difficult to see, often seeming to disappear 

completely into the background. Despite their bright 

colours, their plumage is patterned so that it creates 

an extremely effective camouflage which assists the 

birds in avoiding detection by potential predators. 

Eastern Rosella are medium-sized, colourful parrots 

with distinctive white cheek patches. It has a red 

head, neck and breast, with yellowish to greenish 

upperparts, a yellow underbody and a yellow-green to 

blue-green rump, with a red undertail. The shoulders 

are bright blue. Females are usually similar to 

males, but sometimes duller and young birds are 

even duller and can be aged by their bill colour, which 

is yellow or orange, changing to off-white when 

mature. 

The Eastern Rosella is found throughout south-

eastern Australia, from Queensland to Victoria and 

south-eastern South Australia. Also found in eastern 

Tasmania. Has been introduced to New Zealand. 

 

The Eastern Rosella is 
found in open woodlands, 
grasslands, farmlands and 
remnant bushland. Often 
found in urban habitats as 
well. It mainly feeds on the 
ground, especially amongst 
grasses in lawns, pastures 
and other clearings, but 

also feeds in trees and bushes.  
Main dietary items include: seeds, fruits, buds, 
flowers, nectar and insects. Eastern Rosellas mate for 
life. The female chooses and prepares the nesting 
site, usually a hollow in an eucalypt tree (but will 
sometimes use a nest-box or other artificial site). 
Eggs are laid on a decayed wood bed and the female 
incubates the eggs while the male regularly feeds her. 
The young may be fed for a while after they fledge. 
 
 

The Eventurers - Boisdale photographers Ian and 
Velta Fellowes specialise in event photography.  
 M: 0427 472 451 
 

 

BOISDALE CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL 
 
 
 

Congratulations to School Council 

President, Kate Mirams of Newry, who was 

named Wellington Shire Council Citizen of the Year at 

Wellington Shire Council's annual Australia Day 

Awards luncheon.  

Some of Kate’s achievements include extensive 

involvement in the Boisdale Consolidated School’s 

student kitchen and new multi-purpose room 

developments, along with her guidance and drive to 

establish new school values and its strategic plan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Ed: Well done Kate, a worthy recipient. 

 

 Maffra & District Community Bank 

Our Community Grants 
program is open for 
applications. We have 
been able to help many 
local groups and clubs, 
so might also be able 
to help out your 
organisation. 
If your community 

group, club or 

organisation is looking 

for funding  for your next project, email us 

at admin@mdcfs.com.au or drop into our Maffra 

Office for a form. 

https://www.facebook.com/maffraanddistrictcommunityba

nkbranch/ 
 

 

The Bridge is very appreciative of 

Wellington Shire Council for our 

newsletter grant enabling us to 

produce, print and distribute this 

publication.  
 

 

 

 Contact details for the editors: 

 

 Email Ken Roberts at mik212@hotmail.com 
 or phone 0437 109 562. 
 If you would like an electronic copy, in colour email     
 Helen Montague at dhmontague@bigpond.com or    
 phone 0448 349 420.  
 Articles are due in by the last week of each month.                                    
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