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Cemetery Tours Resume:  Sandra Davies 

Story by Barb King 
The Alberton Cemetery Walking Tours are back!  This year our volunteer guide 
 is Sandra-Lee Davies, a resident of Alberton, with the assistance of Eric  
Greenaway.  Sandra has many relatives in the cemetery and has a strong 
 interest in the history there.  The tours are going to commence on the eve  
of Halloween.  There has been a lot of interest, and due to Covid restrictions 
 on numbers, the two sessions at 4pm and 5.30 pm are now filled.   
This cemetery is the oldest Cemetery in Gippsland located on the Yarram-Port Albert Rd, and this tour offers a 
unique experience to visitors. Come along and learn some remarkable stories of those interred at this significant 
cemetery.  Even if you have been before, and want to bring family or friends along, you will learn something new 
each time.  
Due to Covid restrictions numbers are limited to just 10 guests with tickets costing $10, but don’t worry, below 
are the list of dates for further tours, so you don’t miss out.  Of course Covid restrictions will apply, sanitiser will 
be provided, masks to be worn and social distancing to be observed. 
We are hoping gathering number will be unrestricted for rural areas soon so we can just 
 run 1 larger tour instead of 2 small ones. 
Proposed dates for the Alberton Cemetery Walking Tours for 20/21 
October 31st  
November 28th 
December 19th (3rd Sat of the month due to Boxing Day being on the 4th)  
January 23rd (Australia Day long weekend) 
February 20th (Labour Day Weekend) 
March - 20th (3rd Saturday of the month due to Easter being the first weekend in April)  
April 3rd - Final tour. 
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Their renewal is due on the 31 December 2020 and 

they are hoping to have this successful.  Their 

intention is to remain open and have plans for 

improvements and upgrades to the park. 

Hopefully this park can continue to operate as it is a 

vital resource in our area for both permanent and 

visiting people.  We wish the best outcome to occur. 

 

A simple enquiry to the Wellington Shire Council by a 
Port Albert Progress Association member has resulted 
in an additional Doggy bag station being fitted near 
the boat ramp. 
  
An enquiry was made due to the constant short 
supply of doggy bags in Port Albert, due to increased 
numbers of people visiting with their dogs for walks 
around the bay area.  The stations were empty on a 
regular basis.  
  
Through the enquiry is was discovered that the Shire 
believed there were 5 stations in Port Albert but there 
were actually only 4.  It seems the one that was 
removed when the boat ramp was upgraded and was 
never replaced.  The Shire immediately organised a 
replacement station to be fitted. 
  
Further discussion about the supply of doggy bags 
highlighted difficulties during COVID19 due to 
restricted travel.  An agreement was reached with two 
community members and the Wellington Shire 
Council to assist with the refilling of doggy bag 
stations during these difficult times.  A supply of 
doggy bags has been left with the community 
members and a key to the stations to fill if they notice 
they are empty in between shire visits. 
  
A simple win for Port Albert,  but made easy with 
great communication between the Port Albert 
Progress Association and the Wellington Shire Council. 
  
 

New Year’s Eve Celebrations 
At this stage we have the go ahead to have the 

fireworks and evening market this year.  Watch this 

space!! 

 
 

 

You may have noticed that there has been a major 

improvement on the roadside fire hazard material 

going through Langsborough.  Progress Association, 

along with some members of the community did 

pursue this with Vic Roads and it is good to see it has 

been followed up on. 

 

This has been proposed to Council and all but gone 

through for approximately 30 blocks.  If approved this 

will be excellent for the growth of Port Albert. 

As there is a lot of talk in several media outlets about 

the amount of work and houses that will be required 

in the area due to the Star of the South proposed 

windfarm, this is an exciting time. 

The article in the “Age” quoted that the town was 

divided on whether it is a good thing for the town or 

not. 

We would like to hear your opinions and ideas on this 

by way of letters to the editor. 

 Port Albert Progress Association 

We have the following positions available 

Committee Members 

Secretary 

Treasurer 

If you think you are able to help even in a 

capacity of a shared role, please put your 

nomination forward at the next AGM 

The AGM will be held Alberton Hotel at 
7pm on the 10th November with a light 
supper to follow. 

Increased Doggy Bag Stations 

Seabank Caravan Park 

Langsborough Road 

Proposed Subdivision for Port Albert 
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Barb moved to Port Albert almost 2 years ago, and 

almost immediately took up the role as Secretary for 

PAPA.  Having about 15 years of secreterial background 

and a Diploma in Office systems has certainly come in 

useful in this role, however, certainly not a 

requirement.  She now is filling the role of Tattler Editor 

and is really enjoying the challenging and interesting 

information being discovered (although at times 

contraversial). 

She moved to Port Albert from WA, where she spent 

some ten years in a variety of roles, from 

administration for Caltex at the main terminal 

distributing fuel to minesites, to minesite 

administration in both open pit and underground.  At 

one of the jobs there was a surplus of time, so was 

trained to drive the underground trucks. 

She also worked driving triple roadtrains around the 

Goldfields delivering lime and cement to all the mines 

for some of that time.  This involved operating the 

pressure tankers, sleeping and eating in the truck for 

several days at a time. 

Before that she was in NZ and travelled the country in 

what they call a housetruck, with her children, stopping 

a month or a year in different locations working in 

orchards cleaning windows or office work.  Generally 

investigated the country. 

 

This is how she started her truckdriving career.  She 

also operated a truck and trailer on a freight run in the 

South Island. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

She has a goal of seeing as much of Australia as 

possible, has now done over 70,000 ks on her Harley 

around WA and Victoria. 

But you will know her as being “The IcecreamLlady” as 

such in and around Port Albert.  Serving the community 

from Leongatha, Sale, Maffra, Briagolong, Churchill, 

Yinnar, Glengarry, Moe, Newborough and Traralgon. 

Girls can do anything!!  If there are any women out 

there that would like to form a support group for 

creating goals and pursueing them give me a call on 

045 967 4191. 

Port Albert Progress Association 

Representative – Barbara King 
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Over the last two years there has been a lot of work 
put into the Port Albert Tennis Courts to get them 
affiliated with Tennis Australia and upgraded to being 
a good usable court again.  There has been extensive 
plumbing and beautification work done in the time by 
PAPA.  They are now ready to be used and when Covid 
restrictions settle a bit there will be an opening day. 

It has however come with a lot of frustrations, as the 
area has been considered as public by many people, 
who have desecrated the access way, removed trees 
and park benches, and now, stolen, dug up and 
removed the Dracula Lilies planted to enhance the 
appearance of the court entrance.  Stephen Ballhorn 
looks after this area, and takes a pride in the 
presentation, he has sent in this letter, showing his 
disgust in blatant disregard that has been shown. 

The Theft of “The Dracula Lilies” from the Port Albert 
Tennis Courts. 
 Could the person responsible for the removal of the 
Lilies from the Port Albert tennis courts return them 
and no questions will be asked. 
  
They were planted to beautify the area for the benefit 
of people playing tennis or walking past. 
  
The theft of the lilies is an example of some peoples 
complete disregard for the property of others,  and 
the endeavours of community members who wish to 
improve and beautify the town. 
In these times of hardship due to COVID – 19 we 
should be helping  each other, not destroying the 
fabric which bonds a  community . 
  
On a lighter note,  the tennis courts which are 
maintained by the Port Albert Progress association 
have been recently sprayed to kill the weeds . 
and are now open due to  the restrictions have been 
eased by the State government . 
I encourage people young and old to have a “hit. 

 The lilies in flower before the removal 
 

What is left after the theft 

 

 

  

Port Albert Tennis Courts 

 

 



6 
  
   

BLAST FROM THE PAST 

While cleaning out the cupboards during Covid, I found this 1993 copy of the Tarra Tourist Brochure.  Here 

is a pic of a page for a bit of nostalgia.  Each edition I will put up another page.  Enjoy!  If anyone has an 

interesting story or historic facts or photos of the area, please email to portablerttattler2019@gmail.com 

 

mailto:portablerttattler2019@gmail.com


7 
  

Latest news on Star of the South offshore 

wind project 

We’re continuing to progress Australia’s first offshore 

wind project – Star of the South – off the south coast 

of Gippsland. Our main focus right now is site 

investigations and collecting local environmental data.  

Boats 

and 

planes 

are 

being 

used 

as 

part 

of our 

environmental studies, to monitor for whales, birds, 

fish, seals, dolphins and sharks. We’ve also installed 

underwater microphones to listen for marine 

mammals and sharks to ensure a good understanding 

of the marine environment. 

Field specialists are looking at the amount, type and 

quality of native vegetation, including identifying any 

ecological communities and flora species in areas 

where the project’s transmission cables could be 

located. 

We’re doing all these works with COVID safety 

protocols and permits in place.  

We’ve established a Community Advisory Group with 

people from across Gippsland so we can share 

information, answer questions and seek local advice 

as we continue planning the project. Ian Gibson is the 

independent chair and the group includes 

Gippslanders from Lakes Entrance to Waratah Bay, 

and from the coast to the Latrobe Valley.  

We’re excited about the potential to harness 

Gippsland’s offshore wind for a clean energy future 

and continue the proud history of power generation 

in the region. 

Got a question? Get in touch with us on 1800 340 340 

or email info@starofthesouth.com.au. Follow us on 

Facebook at Star of the South Project for all the latest 

updates.  

Melburnians to be given permit to travel 
for fire prevention work  

Melbourne residents who own properties in 
Wellington Shire can now apply online for a Letter of 
Support to travel to prepare a second property before 
the fire season.   
Melburnians with a Letter of Support will soon be able 

to travel to the Wellington region for up to 72 hours 
to prepare their property for the Fire Danger Season 
and possible floods.   
Once a request is approved, property owners will be 
emailed the Letter of Support that they can show to 

pass through Melbourne’s so-called Ring of Steel or to 
local police in Wellington.   

Melbourne visitors to Wellington Shire are also 

recommended to carry their rates notice.   
Melburnians have been encouraged to hire a local 
contractor to do the necessary work prior to fire 

hazard inspections as their first option, and only travel 
to regional Victoria if they have been unable to get 
the work done by other means, however, it is 

expected that some landowners will need to carry out 
the work themselves.   

Council has received more than 600 calls from 
Melbourne residents requesting information about 
gaining permission to travel to Wellington.   

Melbourne COVID-19 restrictions will travel with each 
person who crosses the Ring of Steel. This means, for 

example, Melbourne residents will not legally be able 
to sit at a café, pub, restaurant or hair dressing salon 

and can only travel within 25km of their Wellington 

property. Local businesses are encouraged to assist by 
following requirements for taking contact details of 
customers and not allowing service to people from 
metropolitan areas.   
Locals are asked to carry photo ID that shows their 

address to ensure that they can access services that 
are off-limits to visitors from Melbourne.   
Anyone intending to visit from Melbourne is asked to 
follow all COVIDSafe rules and to stay at home in 
metropolitan Melbourne if unwell and apply for a 

permit to attend their regional property another 
time.  

For more on preparing your property for flood or fire, 
and to apply for a Letter of Support, 
see the Q&A page 
at www.wellington.vic.gov.au/fire. 
Gordon Knight 
(03) 5142 3291 or 0437 500 393 
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Star of the South Community Advisory Committee 
  
Just a quick note to let you know that Jenny Smith has been successfully nominated to the Star of the South 
Community Advisory Committee.  Jenny is a member of the port Albert Progress Association and Port Albert 
Coast Guard.  Jenny hopes to provide regular updates via the Tattler, feedback to the community through the 
Port Albert Progress Association, Port Albert Coast Guard,  and other means as required.   If you have 
questions about the committee and its responsibilities please contact Jenny via email 
at eventsbypapa@gmail.com.  

 

We wish to Nominate:   

To the position of:   

Proposers name:   

Signature:  Date:   

Seconders name:   

Signature:  Date:   

I accept the nomination of the position 

 

PORT ALBERT PROGRESS ASSOCIATION 

INCORPORATED 

AGM 

10 NOVEMBER 2020 

ALBERTON HOTEL 7PM 
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Port Albert Yacht Club news 

After missing a lot of the last sailing season due to 
COVID restrictions, there were some very happy 
sailors for the opening event of this season. The Ice 
Breaker was held on Sunday 11th October, with 8 
yachts on the water, sailing to the Clonmell and back. 

Though it was a bit chilly, sailing conditions were 
excellent. The new RIB Rescue boat had its 
“christening” run also.  
The event was conducted under stringent Covid-19 
regulations issued from the Shire and yachting’s peak 
body Australian Sailing around limits on the number 
of yachts permitted, number of shore based support 
persons, and use of the clubhouse. 

 
The Club was recently kindly donated of a couple of 
Lasers, which takes the clubs fleet of Lasers to three. 
Members do not need to own a Yacht. They are 
entitled to sail any of the club boats on a club sailing 
day. 
 
The AGM was held via Zoom on Saturday 17th October 
which enabled some of our Melbourne members to 
attend. We all missed the “social” aspect of past 
AGM’s, with dinner and guest speaker. Office bearers 
remain as per last season, Commodore – Andrew 
MacAulay, Secretary – Jenny Davies, Treasurer – 
Lynda Paterson. Jenny and Rob were surprised and 

thrilled to receive well deserved Life Memberships for 
their commitment and support to the Club.  
Club membership fees for this season are halved 
because of Covid....Family $110, Senior single 
$90, junior (under 18) $50, Social $35. 
Next sailing day is November 1st. 

 

 

 

 

Port Albert Special Charge Scheme (our 

roads) 

So glad to receive our 

letter in the mail 

informing us that this is 

to go ahead in January 

2021. 

Queen Street, the most 

used sand/mud road in 

Port Albert due to the 

traffic of cars from 

South Street.  This is 

how it looks when it 

rains, making the 

corner into King Street 

dangerous as you tend 

to slide around it in a car if you hit the potholes (won’t 

be missing that lol).  Although little concerned that I 

didn’t see the project in the Wellington Shire Budget 

for 2021?? 
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Joe The Carpenter  

Local , Reliable—No Job too Small 

Call : 0459412847 
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 PORT ALBERT GENERAL STORE 

Peter Kennedy 

0474 786 439 

 

 CARRO’S 

Plumbing & Gas 

Shane Carrison – 0421355324 

Maintenance 

Drainage 

Gas Installations 

Hot Water Systems – Gas/Solar/Electric 

Roof Plumbing & Guttering 

Farm maintenance, Windmills/Pump/Irrigation 
 

 M & H CATERING 

For all occasions 

Merv Lowe & Heather McKenzie 

Phone: 0428362361 

0429383037 

Email:  lowey27@bigpond.com 

14 Tarraville Rd, Port Albert 3971 
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 PORT ALBERT GENERAL STORE 

Peter Kennedy 

0474 786 439 


