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The Editor 
 

2020 has been a year like no other. We began with a 
drought, were threatended by bushfires over summer 
and have now been isolated for weeks due to the 
Corona Virus. We are fortunate living where we do as 
we have room to move around (in isolation), plenty of 
fresh air and live in communities who support one 
another. Well done to everyone for your efforts in 
keeping the virus at bay locally and thankyou to all 
who have supported neighbours and friends, 
provided food and been on the end of the phone 
when needed. 
We commemorated Easter and ANZAC Day very 
differently this year, but in usual country style have 
still acknowledged these important annual events. 

 

I was reminded that it was thirty years last week since 
the 1990 floods that impacted the Boisdale township 
and surrounding farms. A devastating time for so 
many local residents, great achievements have been 
made since that time and our community is stronger 
because of it. 
We look forward to all being able to meet together 
again in the next few months. Stay safe. 

Ken & Helen 
 

Remembering the Boisdale Floods of 1990  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Boisdale Garden Club 
 

Hello Fellow Gardeners, 
I haven't got a lot to write about the Garden Club at the 
moment, but staying home has given me a lot of time to 
think about it. I hope the circumstances at present will 
pass and we can get back to having a normal life. 
The gardens are looking terrific after the rain and 
drought and all things considered it was 30 years ago 
we were wiped out by the flood. As soon as we are able 
to we will organise a celebration. 
Joy Morley 
 

Gardening Tips for Autumn 
 

As we are all at home in isolation 
now is an opportunity to catch up 
on jobs around the garden. 
 
 

Top autumn jobs 
Rake fallen leaves to gather free mulch 
Prune late summer growth 
Plant spring bulbs anemone, ranunculus , daffodils until 
end May and Liliums and Lilly of the Valley in shady 
areas. Sow winter annual and vegie seeds and harvest 
autumn crops. 
Clean drains and gutters blocked by leaves 
Cover frost tender shrubs/trees from frost and don’t 
prune until Spring. 
Planting 
Plant seeds or seedlings of onions, shallots, potato 
garlic, leeks, cabbage, broad beans, peas and 
strawberry plants. Also herbs such as thyme, sage, 
mint, parsley etc. 
Mulching 
Put mulched leaves directly on garden and cover fallow 
beds in the vegie patch with mulch or sow a green 
manure such as clover. 
Fertilising 
Give the lawns a good top dressing after loosening the 
soil with a rake. 
Dig over garden and vegie beds to prepare for plantings 
with well-rotted compost or aged manure. 
Happy gardening 

 

 

Many thanks again from the community to Amy 
Skinner for delivering Tuesday's GippslandTimes to 
the Boisdale Post Office. It is great to be able to 
collect a copy and catch up on local news, without 
having to travel into Maffra. 
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Ken's church 
 

I just realized today as l finished the last bit of outside 

painting that it’s 4 years this month since l bought the 

church.....and it’s finally completed! 

My life and the world has changed in so many ways. I 

have never regretted the church journey one bit, it has 

brought new people and ideas into my realm and, 

unexpectedly, l am living in a wonderful space and 

place. Thanks to everyone who has shared this ride 

with me....l get the feeling there is more to come..... 

Ken. 

 
Ed: We are greatly indebted to you Ken for your input 
and contribution to our local community. Well done. 
 

Boisdale Briagolong Football & 
Netball club 

The latest update from AFL Gippsland in 

regards to the commencement of the 2020 

football/netball season. At this stage, the earliest that 

the season can begin has been extended to early 

June however this will be re-assessed mid-May with 

a possible extension of that timeline. AFL Gippsland 

is however intent on ensuring that a season will go 

ahead, at some stage, and is currently planning for a 

wide range of scenarios and communicating with 

local councils and cricketing bodies in regards to 

possible start and finish dates. As more information 

comes to hand, it will be posted on the Club’s official 

face-book page. 

The Club is still looking to 
fund further building works 
into the future and, as 
such, still has bricks for 
sale with your family 
name/business etc., as 
seen in the photo. 
Bricks can be bought for 
$1,000, $500, $250, & 
$100 and all monies 
raised will go towards 
these planned projects.  

 

For anyone interested in 
purchasing a brick, please contact Ryan Evans on 
ryan@gippsport.com.au 

Boisdale-Briagolong Football Club 
History  
We had great response from last month's 
Football history photos. 

 
Does anyone know who 
the truck taking the fans 
to a match at Briagolong 
belonged to, or what 
make it was? 

 
 

 

The history of a Football/Netball Club plays such an 

important part in making what it is today and, in 2020, 

the Boisdale Briagolong FNC will be celebrating, 

amongst others, the anniversaries of three senior 

football premierships which are all part of our club 

history - 1970 (50 years), 1995 (25 years) and 2000 

(20 years). Details will be confirmed after the current 

pandemic has passed, so be sure to keep tuned to 

this space. 

Club 'historian' Brett 

Lanigan is currently 

compiling the history 

of the Boisdale-

Briagolong FNC 

including its two 

predecessor clubs - 

the Boisdale Football 

Club and Briagolong Football Club.  

Unfortunately, many of the club's historical documents 

have been lost over the years and we're on the hunt 

for photos, copies of the Leader, Tagger or other 

game day programs.  

We particularly need to view the secretary and minute 

books from those early days and any other documents 

that might be out there.  

Those who can assist should phone Brett on  

0427 517 577 or email brett@gremaffra.com.au 
 

 

More Clubs history photos… 

1968 Team Trainers:  
 

Lt - Rt:  

Ray Brideson, 

with John 

Johnstone, 

Daryl French 

with Jim 

Pettigrew. 

 

(From Brideson 

Album) 

 

mailto:ryan@gippsport.com.au
mailto:brett@gremaffra.com.au
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The Birdman of Boisdale   

THE WILLIE WAGTAIL 

Description:  

The Willie Wagtail is 

the largest, and most 

well-known, of the 

Australian fantails. 

The plumage is black 

above with a white 

belly. The Willie 

Wagtail can be 

distinguished from other similar-sized black and white 

birds by its black throat and white eyebrows and 

whisker marks. The name wagtail stems from the 

constant sideways wagging of the tail. Young birds 

resemble the adults, but have paler, slightly rusty 

edges to the feathers of the wings. 

Distribution: The Willie Wagtail is found throughout 

mainland Australia but is absent from Tasmania. It is 

also found in New Guinea, the Solomon Islands, the 

Bismarck Archipelago and the Moluccas. 

Habitat: Willie Wagtails are found in most open 

habitats, especially open forests and woodlands, 

tending to be absent from wet sclerophyll forests and 

rainforests. They are often associated with water-

courses and wetlands and are common around human 

habitation. 

Seasonal movements: Although usually seen singly 

or in pairs, it may form winter flocks, often mixed with 

other species. 

Feeding: Willie Wagtails are active feeders. Birds can 

be seen darting around lawns as they hunt for insects 

on the ground. As they do so, the tail is wagged from 

side to side. Insects are also captured in the air, in 

active chases. 

Breeding: The Willie Wagtail's nest is a neatly woven 

cup of grasses, covered with spider's web on the 

outside and lined internally with soft grasses, hair or 

fur. The soft lining of the nest, if not readily available, 

is often taken directly from an animal. The nest of the 

Willie Wagtail may be re-used in successive years, or 

an old nest is often destroyed and the materials used 

in the construction of a new nest. Nests are normally 

placed on a horizontal branch of a tree, or other similar 

structure. The cream-coloured eggs, speckled with 

grey and brown are incubated by both sexes. The 

young birds stay with the parents until the eggs from 

the next clutch start to hatch. At this point they are 

driven away. If conditions are favourable, the couple 

may raise up to four successive clutches in a single 

season. 
Living with us: Although it is active in defending its 
territory, the Willie Wagtail is very tolerant and tame 

around humans, often feeding and nesting in close 
proximity of houses and human activity. 

 

The Eventurers: Boisdale photographers Ian and 
Velta Fellowes specialise in event photography.  
FB: thephotoeventurers M: 0427 472 451  
E: theeventurers2@gmail.com 

                                     

Stretton Park Re-Development 
 

If you happen to drive past Stretton Park Aged Care in 

Maffra you will notice lots of action on the southern 

Wing (McLean St side). 

The Board and Central Gippsland Health (who 

manage the facility on behalf of the Board and 

community) have been fundraising and applying for 

grants over the past few years to upgrade and 

modernise the facility.  

With sound financial management we have been able 

to successfully fund Stage 1 of the re-development. 

This includes the construction of four new suites, 

renovation of the rooms on the southern wing with 

larger bathrooms and an upgrade of the foyer, 

including a café area. 

This is an exciting project, especially for residents 

watching the building works take place. 

Stretton Park is grateful to all individuals and groups 

who have supported this project through fundraising, 

with over $174,000.00 raised to date. 

Keep up to date with the renovations through the 

Stretton Park Fundraising Facebook site. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Board Chair, Helen Montague & Paul Head, CEO 
Stretton Park Incorporated, observe the construction 
site. 

 

Boisdale-Briagolong Red Cross 
Due to the Corona Virus restrictions our May meeting 
due to be held at Stretton Park on Tuesday 5th has 
been cancelled. 

This meeting would have been 
celebrating Flo Pearce's 101st 
birthday, which occurs on 9th May, 
2020. We all wish Flo a very happy 

birthday. She still maintains an interest in all local 
community happenings. 
We will notify members of the next meeting when 
restrictions are lifted. Continue to stay safe everyone. 

mailto:theeventurers2@gmail.com
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Maffra & District 
Community Bank 
 

The Maffra & District 

Community Bank branch 

is open for business, 

however access is limited to a maximum of 3 

customers in the branch at any one time in line with 

current Government restrictions. Floor markings are 

set out to assist with physical distancing and hand 

sanitiser is available. We encourage our customers to 

use this resource for the benefit of themselves and our 

staff. Rest assured our branch is being thoroughly 

cleaned each day and between customer visits. Of 

course, if you are feeling unwell, please stay home. 

You can attend to your banking needs with the branch 

remotely through e-banking, the Bendigo Bank app, 

telephone banking or use our ATM machine. 

If you are in financial hardship due to COVID 19, you 

can request support by contacting the Mortgage Help 

Centre on 1300 652 146 or you can complete the 

Personal Financial Assistance online form available at 

https://www.bendigobank.com.au/help/coronavirus-

assistance-package/personal-enquiry/. Unfortunately, 

due to high demand, some calls had dropped out but 

more resources have been allocated and the new web 

form should help these issues. If you are having any 

difficulty accessing either the web form or the help 

line, please don’t hesitate to contact our Branch 

Manager, Renee Vidler directly.  

Small Business can access the Small Business Relief 

Package which includes business loan relief for up to 

six months. The Bendigo Bank will also be offering 

new loans under the Federal Government’s 

Coronavirus Small and Medium Enterprises Scheme 

with the Government guaranteeing 50 per cent of the 

loan. Loans under the scheme are also available for 

sole traders and not-for-profits and will provide access 

to working capital to help them get through the impact 

of the Coronavirus. If you wish to register your interest 

in the Coronavirus SME Scheme or discuss other 

assistance available for Small Businesses, please 

contact our Branch Manager Renee Vidler on 

0417 320 735. 

Our Community Grants program remains open for 

applications. If your community group, club or 

organisation is looking for funding for your next project 

or if you are doing something to assist the community 

through the pandemic and might benefit from extra 

funding, please email us at admin@mdcfs.com.au or 

drop in to our Maffra & District Community Bank 

branch for an application form.   

Rob Christie - Chairman  

 

Boisdale Consolidated School  
From School Newsletter 

 

It is certainly a very unique and challenging time, but I 
have been absolutely blown away by the positivity that 
has been shown by staff, students and families. 
Included in this week’s newsletter are a variety of 
photos of students engaging in their learning from 

home. 
I would like to thank families for their ongoing 
patience, support and understanding, as a staff we are 
still getting our heads around how to teach remotely 
and how to use the digital platforms that are being 
used. I would also like to acknowledge that some 
families have done extremely well at learning how to 
use multiple digital platforms. 
We recognise that every family situation is different 
and that all families are experiencing different 
challenges associated with mixing family life with 

working from home and with 
remote learning. 

 

Above all else, the most 
important thing right now is 
everyone's physical and 
mental health and 
wellbeing, if taking it easy is 
going to lessen the burden 
and support everyone's 
wellbeing, then it is certainly 
the right thing to do. 
Stay Safe, Daniel Clark, 
Principal 

 

ANZAC Day 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old: 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. At 
the going down of the sun and in the morning we will 
remember them. 
 

Especially remembering all those who made the 
ultimate sacrifice, including those from the Boisdale, 
Bushy Park and Valencia Creek areas.  
 
The Bridge is very appreciative of 
Wellington Shire Council for our 
newsletter grant for 2019-2020, 
enabling us to produce, print and 
distribute this publication. 

 
 
 

Contact details for the editors: 
Email Ken Roberts at mik212@hotmail.com 
or phone 0437 109 562. If you would like an electronic 
copy in colour email Helen@ 

dhmontague@bigpond.com  
Articles are due in by the last week of each month 
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