April 2020

FREE!

Redgum Review

Redgum

Page 1

Review
Edition—April 2020

Briagolong’s FREE Community Newsletter

BRIAGOLONG STORE SUPPORTS LOCALS
Despite taking over at a seemingly turbulent time, Sandra and Jon Knowles are taking the Briagolong Post
Office and General Store to new heights.
Anyone stopping to get mail will have noticed they are getting queues out the door.
Okay, maybe this is due to the “2 customers in the shop at any one time” policy, but it’s
still noticeably busier. Locals wanting to avoid the larger supermarkets are looking to the
store to fulfil their basic needs and it’s delightful to see that the community needs are
being realised with some amazing local produce.
Shaw’s Meat from Stratford is being stocked, with a good range of cuts including bacon
and kabana. If the fresh selection isn’t providing you with dinner inspiration, just check
out the frozen meats range in the upright freezer for some extra options.
New to the store is a great array of fresh fruit and vegetables from Perry Bridge Fresh
Farm Produce. The fridges now also stocks Maroubra Eggs from Stratford, Gippsland
Jersey brand milks, cream and butter, and a selection of fresh juices, milks and dairy
options. The deli selection of cheeses, dips and cold meats sits
temptingly near the counter.
Also available in the store is a selection of Rooftop maps, bags of ice,
gift cards and wrapping paper, old papercraft and Better Homes and
Gardens magazines (those ideas never get old), toilet paper, free old newspapers (great
for starting the fire or lining a garden bed) and even some Plaster of Paris painting kits to
keep the kids busy for a short time.
The Briagolong Community House also has a pop-up book and video swap at the rear of
the store for those who might be looking for some more reading material.
Sandra shed a little light on their upcoming plans too, an outdoor seating area, an upright glass fronted
freezer (if she can find one ) and hopes to stock Sale made Love In A Jar jams as well as Maffra Cheese.

So lets support our local shop who are doing great things to support
our local producers.

Welcome to our
newest advertiser
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Greetings from Intuitive Ink Tattoo Studio... as quick as we opened and
hit the ground running, we’ve had to stop for Covid19!
Oh well, what a great time to recoup, relax, spend some time with my
boys and put pencil to paper! I understand for some that it is a little
odd to have such a different style of business in this beautiful small
community, but I honestly couldn’t think of anywhere better to open,
for several reasons! Briagolong has such an amazing ART vibe, on so
many different levels, and the tattooing industry has become just
that, another form of art. We are fortunate to work with the most
beautiful people, our clients, and to create some stunning pieces that are
so publicly displayed for a lifetime!! Another reason was for our clients, to provide them a peaceful and
calm environment, not only is tattooing an art form, it’s also linked to mental health, that’s a longer story
and one we’re happy to chat with over a cuppa if you would like to!
We are a very community focused family, and Intuitive Ink will be the
same, supporting local business, fundraising events, as we recently raised
$2180 for Christalee Wildlife and have a few more local fundraising
events to come!
Everybody is welcome to come in and see the changes made, the set up,
ask as many questions as you like, if it’s your first tattoo or your
200th!!!!
Lisa & Caitlin

BRIAGOLONG
CEMETERY TRUST
No more meetings will be held until normality
resumes.
Denny affixed the plaque to Peter Mills grave,
apart from which no activity has taken place at the
cemetery during the period of the Covid19
lockdown.
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BRIAGOLONG LIONS CLUB NEWS
Passing of Keith Carrington—Unfortunately, as many of you would now be aware,
one of our club’s members, Keith Carrington, passed away recently.
Keith was an integral part of our club and will be sadly missed, both by our Lions
Club and the members of the wider Briagolong community. Despite reducing his
Lions work in the last year to be at home more with his wife Maria, he would still
faithfully turn up at our events, manning the barbeque tongs, ensuring the PA
system and National Anthem were spot on, applying his chalk skills to our
blackboard signs and just providing any assistance he could. Our condolences to
Maria and Keith’s family, may he rest in peace.
In this current climate, we wish to clarify that Keith passed away peacefully and
painlessly, passing from a stroke.
Keith is pictured (right) accepting a shire award from Councillor Carmel Ripper
Fuel Raffle—Congratulations to Mick Stork, the winner of our raffle. Thank you to everyone who purchased
a ticket.
Biggest BBQ—As expected, our Biggest BBQ scheduled for May has been postponed until a future date.
This gives all you vehicle owners some more time to make improvements and get on a few extra layers of
polish.
Donations of Goods – With Covid-19 forcing many of us to stay at home, many are finally get a chance to do
those jobs that we have been putting off for so long, like giving your house a good spruce up. If you have a
pile of goods ready to donate, we ask that you “Wait To Donate”. We will still happily take your small to
medium sized household goods once we are all up and running again.
Facebook – Don’t forget to “Follow” our Briagolong Lions Facebook page where you can find out what we
have coming up, what we have been doing and how you can help us help the community.
Those who may be interested in joining Briagolong and District Lions, or simply finding out a bit
more, contact anyone you know in Lions or Simone on 0428 311 216.

BLUE POOL CAMPING UPGRADE
Great progress is
underway on the
upgraded camping
facilities at
Briagolong’s Blue Pool
thanks to the
“Victoria’s Great
Outdoors” package of
government funding.
Camping sites and parking
have been demarcated with the
assistance of large boulders,
vegetation (will we see
grassed sites perhaps) is being
regularly watered and a start
has been made on the toilet
facilities.
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BRIAGOLONG RSL Inc
A0099484C
“LOG CABIN” - Avon St Briagolong Vic 3860
Secretary/Treasurer: Tr evor Gar tung

President: Mar k Wagstaff

Mobile: 0429 455 336

Mobile: 0404 027 605

The Briagolong RSL Sub-Branch Inc is encouraging the public to donate to the ANZAC Appeal online
this year as restrictions around non-essential travel tighten in response to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Briagolong RSL Sub-Branch Inc President, Mark Wagstaff, said “Australians have been purchasing
ANZAC badges from RSL volunteers in the lead up to ANZAC Day for almost a century. Buying and
proudly wearing an ANZAC Appeal badge is as much an ANZAC tradition as attending a Dawn
Service.”
“If this was a normal year, volunteers from our Sub-Branch would be out and selling ANZAC badges
right now in support of the annual ANZAC Appeal. However, 2020 is not a normal year, and
Victorians need to stay home to help limit the spread of COVID-19.”
“Our RSL is doing its bit, and our volunteers will not be fundraising this year. Instead, we are asking
our community to support the ANZAC Appeal by making an online donation at anzacappeal.com.au.
It’s very safe and secure, and it’s easy to do in just three simple steps. Money raised through the
online appeal will go where it always has – to fund vital services for veterans and families,”
“Please show your support for those veterans who have made sacrifices for us and donate to the
ANZAC Appeal via anzacappeal.com.au this ANZAC Day.”
Regards,
Trevor Gartung
Secretary/Treasurer
Briagolong RSL Sub-Branch Inc

ALL SAINTS ANGLICAN CHURCH
Live streaming of Sunday Services is very much appreciated by all those who are able to access them.
Easter has come and gone with much less fanfare than usual.
We thank the team at Holy Trinity for the work they are putting in to try to keep us together. Our bulletins
are delivered each week to the Church porch by Denise and Peter, from where we can collect them and
deliver them to those who are unable get out at all.
We thank Rod Jones who mowed the grass in front of the church and we have not given much thought to
the rest of the grass around the church. When normality resumes the grass may become important once
more. Meanwhile stay safe. Stay home and save lives. Wash your hands.
Remember God is still with us and we'll all get through this together.

April 2020

Redgum Review

Page 5

PRINCIPAL REPORT
Welcome back to Term 2! A term that will be very different to any
other term that we will ever remember. With learning happening
remotely, I would just like to pass on a big thank you from myself
and the staff for your patience, engagement and support during
these times. There have been some minor challenges early, and it
seems like we are overcoming these and seeing some fantastic
learning happening (Staff catching up after Day 1 using the Webex
system)
A history of School Closures
Although this feels like unprecedented time for us, looking back through the school history it paints a very
different picture than expected. The school has endured a number of closures over its 149 year history,
ranging from disease to bushfires. It is interesting to note, that the school never closed for either world war.
Air raid shelters were dug and daily air raid practices were held, but the school was never shut.
Briagolong PS Closure History
1875 - Measles (2 months)
1914 - Measles (1 month)
1937 - Polio (2 months)
1965 - Bushfires (1 day)
1965 - Scarlet Fever (1 month)
2006 - Bushfires (3 week)
2019 - Bushfires (1 week)
2020 - COVID19 (ongoing)
If anyone has any further history on the school around closures or even where the air raid shelters
were dug, please get in contact with us at briagolong.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au.
Mark Donald
Principal
150th Year
Next year, it will be the 150th year of Briagolong Primary School. We are looking for people who would
like to join a committee to plan what 2021 looks like for the celebrations, and assist with the collation of
historical information. If you would like to be on this committee or know of someone who would (this could
be past attendees, history buffs etc) can you please email the school - Briagolong.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
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BRIAGOLONG POLICE NEWS
From your local police….
We are currently in very different times and all of us (police included) have never experienced anything
like the current COIVID-19 pandemic. Imagine a year ago someone asking you, “how’s social isolation
going?” It has sure put a stop to conversations about the weather! The current situation is very testing in
some ways,
however I am happy to report that in our local community, there have been no issues with regards to
blatant breaches of distancing laws and the like. In other areas policing goes on as normal and there is
still incidents to attend and tasks to be performed. Like most people, my hands have never been so
clean! I ask that people look out for each other (from a distance of course) and check in on the vulnerable
and elderly, preferably via phone or other electronic means.
Please everyone keep safe.
Regards,
Scott Wilkinson
LSC 28581
Briagolong Police Station
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REDGUM REVIEW FUNDING BACK IN PLACE
After a mysterious petition appeared at the Briagolong Store some time ago seeking the Wellington Shire
Council reconsider the Redgum Review funding grant application, it was revealed that the mystery
community member was in fact Jane Hildebrandt.
The petition was put to the Wellington Shire Council and Jane has asked that their response be included in
the Redgum Review.

As a result of pressure on the council from the petition and no doubt our interview on ABC Gippsland radio,
the Wellington Shire Council did not change their policy (understandably, we understand rules are in place
for a reason) but they have been extremely helpful in assisting us to reach the necessary requirements.
Thank you Sharon, Julie and Karen.
We would also like to thank Jane for starting the petition and the ball rolling, everyone who signed the
petition and the ever amazing Briagolong and District Lions Club for agreeing to become our “auspice
organisation” to enable our funding to continue.

Fingers crossed the Briagolong Redgum Review will soon also be available to access via the Wellington
Shire Council website Community Newsletters page again.
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LOCALS STILL OPERATING AS USUAL

One quiet achiever in Briagolong is the lovely
Natalie. With a nursey background she has
transformed, with the help of her husband
Brian, an entire small grassed paddock of her
property into an flower extravaganza. Do
yourself a favour and stroll 750 metres north
of the crossroads to 79-83 Freestone Creek
Road.
Natalie has a selection of plants for sale at the
gate at some great prices and you can stare
wistfully over the fence at her garden creation.

JOB WANTED
Hi. My name is Taj Threadgold and I am 16
years old. A little bit about me is I am very
involved in the community playing cricket,
tennis and football, and try and help out when
ever I can with local businesses and events.

Briag Bum Nuts 25 Stockdale Rd

I am looking for odd jobs around Briagolong
to help get me off my feet and keep
motivated and fit, and to help get more
experience with work. I have done jobs
locally including mowed the lawns and
whipper snipping and I’ve done some
gardening and rubbish clearing, I work at the
Briagolong pub and help at my mums tattoo
studio. I am very helpful to move heavy
things and reach tall heights. I am open to
learning anything, you name it and I will be
able to help out.

Rainbow Creek 69 Victoria St

Price is negotiable, please message me on
0497911123

With many of us doing a bit
of extra cooking, local eggs
are still available from…
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Hillywood Tree Nursery ar e a family oper ated
nursery in Briagolong growing trees and shrubs in
larger sizes for all gardening
projects! They are a wholesale
business but in BIG NEWS they
are now selling to the public
online via their website. Online
retail customers can order online
for pickup or delivery!
Visit www.hillywoodtreenursery.com.au

The Small Planet Café now has
take aways available Friday and
Saturday evenings. Pick up the
delicious, ready to eat meals
between 5pm & 6pm.
Their first take away menu (which
you will have missed by the time the Redgum
prints) is as follows:
Sri Lankan curry with rice and
roti—$14
Spanakopita with roast
vegies—$14

They are also offering cake and have two options:
Indonesian nutmeg cake—$6
Zingy apple cake—$6
They will be using a $6 returnable container
system. This cost is a once only cost if you continue
to bring back your container with each new meal
pick up.
Please PM or call them on 0466 555 889 with your
order and they will explain the details re pick up
and maintaining physical distancing.

Meals only by pre-order and bookings required by
Wednesday 5pm.
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Briagolong Community
House Inc. News
Briagolong Community House
Our office is closed to the public until further notice but you can still contact us by:
Phone: 0351455425
Email: bch@briagolong.com.au
Website: briagolongcommunityhouse.com





If your income has decreased and you need some help please contact us as we do have a limited supply
of small food packs and personal hygiene items from Uniting Care.
If you know of an elderly or disabled person in our community that you feel needs a little help please
let them know to contact us.
We can pick up shopping for over 60’s who are in self isolation

Our Bookswap is successfully operating from the General Store (back of
store) **make sure you tear off a tag so I know people are using the service.
OFFICE HOURS remain the same but for phone contact only

Volunteer Help Needed
We need help from people willing to volunteer their time to take elderly community members to medical
appointments.
The service is called Minicare and operates out of the Briagolong Community House. There is a
reimbursement for fuel through Central Gippsland Health which is usually paid quarterly.
Please contact Janene on 51455425 or email bch@briagolong.com.au for more information

“Briagolong Community Lunch”
Friday 1st May
Our Community Lunch will be a bit different this time. We
will still be cooking a delicious lunch but it will be packed in
take away containers for you to collect all for a donation of
$5.00. Instead of putting your name on my list at the General
Store please ring me on 51455425 to order a meal.

Briagolong Community House

Bookings are necessary to allow for catering
When collecting meals social distancing must be followed. We can also
deliver to those who are in self isolation.
Email: bch@briagolong.com.au
Address: 9-11 Avon St, Briagolong

OFFICE HOURS
Monday 9.00am to 12noon
Tuesday 9.00am to 4.00pm
Wednesday 9.00am to 4.00pm
Thursday 9.00am to 1.00pm
Friday 9.00am to 4.00pm
We are closed on Public Holidays
and on School Holidays
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Wellington Shire Council offers COVID-19 Click and Deliver Service
Wellington Shire Council are pleased to offer a Click & Deliver service during the COVID-19 pandemic.
The process is detailed below:
Place the book you want to read On Hold via our Online Catalogue or by phoning your local library.
 You will be contacted by our friendly library staff to organise a mutually convenient time for your book
delivery
 Library staff will be happy to collect your used books at the same time they deliver new books
 Alternatively, you can return your used books in the library chute at any of our branches
 If you live in a remote area, we may post the books to you
If you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact us.
If you still have some library books at home that were borrowed before the
COVID-19 restrictions came into place, we won’t be charging late fees unless
the item is damaged or lost. The books may be returned via the return chutes at
your local library.

BRIAGOLONG
SENIORS INC.
Everything is in recess until further notice. The next
meeting is due in August and we hope normality
has resumed by then.
Two very respected members of the Seniors have
passed away during this restrictive time and our
thoughts are with the Carrington and Griffin
families.

Fortunately we have been able to maintain our
printed hard copies of the Redgum this month,
which is great considering the traffic through the
Briagolong Post Office and General Store at the
moment.
If you would still like to receive an emailed copy of
the Redgum Review each month just send us an
email at redgumbriag@gmail.com and we can add
you to our list of email subscribers.
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Group Contacts
If you would like to have your groups times listed here ring the
Briagolong Primary School on 5145 5260

Briagolong Art Gallery

Contact (03) 5145 5454
briagolongartgallery@gmail.com

Briagolong Lions Club

Phone Graeme Appleton—0419 527 473
Email—briagolonglions@gmail.com

Briagolong Mechanics Institute Hall
Bookings (03) 5145 5383

Briagolong Pony Club

Phone Susan Nobel 0409 454 292
briaganddistrictpc@gmail.com

Briagolong Recreation Reserve

Redgum Review
is produced at the
Briagolong Primary School
Reg Inc No A0025254Y
2 Church St, Briagolong VIC
3860
Tel: 5145 5260
Fax: 51455369
Email: redgumbriag@gmail.com

Next Issue
29th May 2020

Briagolong Senior Citizens Group

Deadline for Articles &
Advertisments

Briagolong RSL Sub Branch Inc.

22nd May 2020

Contact Judy Short (03) 5145 5253

Secretary: Trevor Gartung 0429 455 336

All Saint’s Anglican Church
St Patrick’s Catholic Church

This community
newsletter is
supported
by
Wellington
Shire
Council

Upcoming events
8 June—Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday
30 June—Firewood Collection Season closes

It would be appreciated if you
could supply your contributions
typed in Times New Roman 12pt
as an email attachment named
for your group.
If you have any feedback or
ideas we would love to hear it.
Redgum Review is distributed
free in shops and outlets in
Briagolong.
Full page ad- $30
Half page ad- $15
Quarter page ad- $10
Business card size- $5
To receive your copy of the Redgum
Review each month via email, just send us
an email at redgumbriag@gmail.com and
let us know you would like to join.

