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The editor 
Our community responded with deep sadness to the 
news of the passing of esteemed local Des Sinnott 
OAM. Des created and wrote this newsletter for 9 
years before declining health meant he had to pass the 
banner on. Our thoughts are with Trish and family. 
Ken & Helen 

 

FAREWELL TO OUR LOCAL LEGEND 
Michael Desmond Sinnott (Des) OAM 

 
On Thursday 5th December 
we farewelled an amazing 
community man at a service 
conducted at the Boisdale 
Hall, followed by a Guard of 
Honour with over 300 people 
lining the Main Street. With 
SES vehicles and piper, Dave 
Hynd leading the way, we all 
paid a final tribute to our Des. 
 

Des was a local legend and 
openly promoted Boisdale and Malcolm's Lane as The 
Centre of the Universe"  to all who enquired about 
Boisdale and District. 

 

Des was born at St David's Hospital, Maffra in 1943 to 
Patrick & Annie Sinnott, who were farming at Mewburn 
Park. He attended St Mary's Primary School in Maffra, 
then boardered at St Pat's College in Sale for his 
secondary schooling. He won a scholarship to study at 
Dookie Agricultural College in Shepparton, graduated 
in Agricultural Science and took up a post at Cobram 
High School. 
 

While in Shepparton 
he attended the local 
dances with many of 
the "Dookie boys", and 
it was there that he 
met and courted the 
lovely Trish Curnow, a 
local Dental Nurse. 

Trish and Des were married in 1967 and Des was 
posted to Maffra High School. There was a shortage of 
Maths and Science teachers at the time, so Des was 
able to attend University part time and complete his 
teaching degree.  
Speakers at the service, including Ron Reed, a fellow 
teacher and long-time friend, recounted his first vision  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

of Des as clean shaven with a crew cut, black suit, 
 white shirt and thin black tie, with a very loud voice. 
The voice remained the same over many years, but 
the appearance definitely changed.  
Ron told many antidotes of Des's innovative teaching 
methods and the occasional disagreements with Head 
Masters and those in authority. 
 

Des will be remembered by 
many former students and 
teachers as instilling in 
them a love of the bush and 
outdoor activities.  
He is credited with initiating 
Outdoor Education 
programs in local schools, 
which was then recognised 
and adopted across the State. He believed that 
students learnt from doing, rather than just listening. 

 

The Bush Walking Club, with hikes to Lake Tali Karng 
and many areas through the Avon Wilderness, cross 
country skiing, canoeing and identifying the flora and 
fauna were Des's passions. His teaching and zest for 
the natural environment inspired many others. 

 

 This also led Des to join the Maffra Civil Defence  
Group in 1971, this was to become the Maffra State 

Emergency Service (SES) 
and Des undertook the roll of 
Controller in 1982, a position 
he held for over 30 years. 
Any new teacher at Maffra or 
Sale High School would be 
instantly interviewed as a 
prospective member if they 
showed any interest in the 
outdoors! 
Des was instrumental in 

organising training, undertaking many search and 
rescue operations, supporting 
communities in flood events, 
organising Ski Patrols at Mt 
Reynard during weekends 
over winter, was a founding 
member of the Reynard 
Rambler's Ski Club and 
represented SES at State 
conferences and functions. 
 He worked tirelessly during 
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the 1990 floods that impacted Boisdale and district and 
hardly slept during that time. 
Trish supported Des as an active SES member herself 
and by undertaking much of the behind the scenes 
work.  

Des was not one for awards, but 
was very proud of his OAM which 
he received in 2010 for his 
services to SES and the 
community. Des's son, Aaron and 
grandson, Liam were able to fly in 
for the award presentation at 
Government House.  
Aaron, Maria, Liam and Jade are 
living in Texas, USA and Des and 
Trish were able to travel 

overseas at times to be with them. Des was very proud 
of all their achievements. 

 

Part of his community involvement and support of 
young people involved assisting the police as a 
Probation Officer, working with and mentoring 
teenagers in trouble with the law.  
He was also a Board member of the West Gippsland 
Catchment Management Authority, The Gippsland 
Lakes Management Council and Coastal Board. His 
subject knowledge and his commitment to the 
environment earned him great respect from those he 
worked with.  
Des was also a long time member of Watermark, the 
committee that worked with Field and Game Australia 
to purchase and rehabilitate the Heart Morass near 
Sale. 
He was a member of the Upper Avon Landcare Group 
and planted hundreds of trees on the Avon River 
banks and the Boisdale Reserve area and was also 
involved with the local beef farming group. 

 

He was a member of the Boisdale CFA from 1986. 
Received a life membership of the Maffra Squash Club 
in 2001, started the Boisdale News (now The Bridge, 
this newsletter) in 2003 and was a member of the 
Boisdale & District Progress Assoc., becoming Chair in 
2014. He was very proud of the Stables restoration 
and assisted with working bees when he could.  
He was also on the Boisdale Hall & Recreation 
Reserve Committee, Monday Night Card Group and 
Briagolong & District Lion's Club. 

 

Des was diagnosed with Parkinson's around twelve 
years ago, a condition his father also had. He was 
determined to remain as independent as possible and 
even when he became a resident of Stretton Park 
Hostel in Maffra due to his mobility issues, he was still 
able to inspire others. He revamped the veggie 
gardens, initiated card afternoons for residents and 
visitors, started a newsletter for residents and joined 
the Maffra Men's Shed.  
Des passed away peacefully in in the Sale Hospital on 
Saturday 23 November with Trish by his side. 
He will always be remembered as a teacher, leader 
mentor, close friend of many and a passionate 
Boisdalite! 

 

Our thoughts and support go out to Trish and the 
family, also to the Malcolm's Lane Crew and to all 
who have lost a close friend and local legend! 
(Contributed from Boisdale & District Progress Assoc.) 

 
Boisdale CFA 
Boisdale Brigade is geared up for a very 
busy fire season.   Several fires have 
started in East Gippsland as a result of 

lightning strikes, many are going to be burning for a 
significant amount of time.  Boisdale tanker and crew 
has been part of a strike team at the fire North East of 
Bruthen. 
We are hoping all local landholders have prepared your 
property and have a fire plan in place.  If you have any 
questions or need advice please email 
boisdalecfa@gmail.com  
We are having a free BBQ at the station on Sunday 
December 15th, call in at midday for a sausage and a 
chat. Have a happy and safe Christmas and hoping 
2020 brings an end to this drought 
Tim Crooke, Secretary 
 
 

Boisdale & District Community Emergency 
Planning (CEP) 
A timely reminder from the Boisdale & Valencia Creek 
CFA and the CEP Group about the increased fire risk 
this season, especially with the drought we are 
experiencing and the lack of water in local dams/tanks 
etc. 
We encourage all households to revisit their personal 
emergency plans, run your emergency equipment, 
plan for your pets/animals in case you need to 
evacuate, check your house and 
contents insurance policies, make 
sure you have the emergency Apps 
on your phones and talk with your 
family, friends & neighbours about 
what your plans are in a fire event. 
If you are leaving early in a fire event 
stop at your local CFA (if safe to do 
so) and put the Leaving Early Form in the mail slot 
at the station. The form is available at the end of 
this newsletter or at the CFA stations. 
 

Updated Emergency Contact Sheets from Wellington 
Shire Council are available at the Boisdale Post Office 
or CFA Stations. 
Talk with your local CFA members, for Boisdale 
residents on Sunday 15 December or contact Valencia 
Creek Captain, David Montague on 0427 454 207, for 
more information. 
 

May we all have a safe and peaceful Christmas & 
New Year. 
Trevor Barton and the Community Emergency 
Planning Group. 
 

 
 

mailto:boisdalecfa@gmail.com
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Boisdale Garden Club 
On the 23rd 
November we 
celebrated our 
Christmas 
Break Up at the 
Vines on Avon 
and everyone 
enjoyed early 
Christmas 
cheer with a 
beautiful lunch 

to end another great year. Our Club has organised a 
bus trip to the Blue Lotus Water Gardens at Yarra 
Junction on Saturday 8th February, 2020 and we would 
welcome anyone who would like to join us on the day.  
The cost of the bus is $20.00 and the entry fee of 
$15.00 will be collected on the day. The bus will leave 
Victoria Park, Maffra at 8.30 a.m. and depart at 3 p.m. 
for home. Bring along a picnic lunch or buy something 
at the Cafe. 
 Please ring Joy on 0429 036 999 or Kaye Giblett on 
0458 411 717 to book a seat with the $20.00 to be paid 
by Friday 24th January, 2020. 
Many thanks for the support of the Bridge throughout 
the year and wishing everyone a Merry Christmas and 
a safe and healthy New Year. 
On behalf of the Boisdale Garden Club we wish to 
extend our sincere condolences to Trish and family on 
the passing of Des. 
Joy Morley 

 

Valencia Soldier's Memorial Hall  
Renovations are progressing well 

at the Valencia Creek Hall with the 

kitchen floor re sealed, stainless 

steel benchtops completed, plumbing and the air 

conditioning units installed. This has been a huge 

project for committee members and volunteers and just 

shows what can be achieved locally. This project would 

not have been possible without the support of the LVA 

grant. Garry Rose, Chairman 

 

                   New Year's Eve Fun at Valencia Creek              
                   Hall with the Briagolong Bush Band's              
                   Annual Family Concert & Dance at the             
                   Valencia Creek Hall. Music from  8.30 pm,     
                   special guests, prizes and a raffle, fun for                              
                   all. BBQ available from 6.30 pm.  
$25 adults, $10 for sec. school students & kids free. 
Bookings to Garry on 51 454428   0439 454428 
 

Boisdale -Briagolong Red Cross 
An enjoyable Christmas lunch was held at the 
Briagolong Hotel on Thursday 5th December with 
fourteen members in attendance. The Annual 
Christmas Raffle was held at the Briagolong Market on 
Friday 6th December with Mary Robinson winning the 
Christmas Hamper. Wishing everyone a safe and 
happy Christmas. 
 

 

Boisdale Creative Group 
Thank you to everyone 
who has supported our 
little creative group over 
the past year. To our 
lovely artists who 
devote their time to 
running lovely 
workshops and to the 
lovely members of this 
group who attend. In 
the next few weeks we are going to get a list of 
workshops and classes that will happen in the New 
Year so people can pencil in.  
Merry Christmas and happy New Year  

Courtney 💕 
 

St George's Anglican Church Boisdale 
 

(The church at 
the crossroads) 
You are invited 
to join us to 
celebrate the 
true meaning of 
Christmas, at 
8pm on 24th 
December, 
Christmas Eve.  
Everyone is 
most welcome. 
 

 

Boisdale Recreation Reserve Committee and 
Boisdale -Briagolong Football Netball Club 
 

Official Opening of all new facilities at the Rec. 
Reserve on Monday 
9th December! 

 

Danielle Green MP, 
Karen Cain, LVA, the 
Mayor, Councillors, 
LVA Officers and the 
community attended 
the official opening of 
the new facilities at 
the Rec. Reserve.  

A substantial grant from LVA, financial support from 
WSC and fundraising for the past two years has 
contributed to the 
new facilities at 
the Rec. Reserve. 
It has been an 
amazing project. 
Congratulations to 
Ryan Evans, all 
the Club members 
and Rec. Reserve 
Committee.  

A wonderful effort. 
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The Birdman of Boisdale   
 

GANG-GANG COCKATOO- Callocephalon fimbriatum 
 

The Gang-gang 

Cockatoo, is a small, 

stocky cockatoo with a 

wispy crest, large, broad 

wings and a short tail. 

The adult male has a 

distinctive scarlet red 

head and crest, with the 

rest of the body slate-grey. The adult female has a dark 

grey head and crest, with the feathers of the underparts 

edged pink and yellow. In both sexes, the feathers of 

the upperparts and wings are faintly edged pale-grey, 

giving a barred appearance, with females having 

additional yellow edging to their feathers that increases 

this barred effect. Young birds are similar to the adult 

female, with young males differing by having a red 

crown and forehead and a shorter, less twisted red 

crest.  

Where does it live?  

Gang-gang Cockatoos are endemic to south-eastern 

Australia. They are widespread in eastern New South 

Wales from the central slopes and tablelands to the 

south coast, down through Victoria's north-eastern 

regions to Seymour, with some records in east 

Melbourne, Mornington Peninsula and south-western 

Gippsland.  

Habitat:  During summer, the Gang-gang Cockatoo is 

found in tall mountain forests and woodlands, with 

dense shrubby understoreys. In winter, Gang-gangs will 

move to lower altitudes into drier, more open forests 

and woodlands. They undergo seasonal altitudinal 

migration from high forests to lower areas during winter. 

Feeding: Gang-gang Cockatoos feed mainly on seeds 

of native and introduced trees and shrubs, with a 

preference for eucalypts, wattles and introduced 

hawthorns. They will also eat berries, fruits, nuts and 

insects and their larvae.  

Breeding: Gang-gang Cockatoos form close, 

monogamous pairs. The female chooses a nest hollow 

in a suitable tree and both sexes prepare the nest for 

egg-laying, lining it with wood-chips and dust by 

chewing at the sides of the hollow. Both sexes incubate 

the eggs and care for the young. Parents feed their 

young for a further four to six weeks after fledging and 

family groups will be seen feeding together during the 

breeding season.  

 

The Eventurers - Boisdale photographers Ian and 
Velta Fellowes specialise in event photography.  
FB: thephotoeventurers M: 0427 472 451  
 
 

 

 

 Stray Cat 
A cat has appeared at 
our place…and I am 
sure it belongs to 
someone in the area 
or wider area. I 
thought I saw a Fb 
post for it sometime 
ago…It is not friendly 
enough to capture 
and take to vet to get scanned for microchip. Contact 
Ian or Velta on 0427 472 451 
 
 

Maffra & District Community Bank 
Maffra and District 

Community Bank presented 

seven community groups with grants on Tuesday 12th 

November to the value of $6,880. The total 

contributions that the Maffra and District Community 

Bank has invested back into the local community is now 

over $113,000.  

Recipients included Stratford Football & Netball Club 

and Maffra Cricket Club who received sponsorship. 

Maffra & District Agricultural and Horticultural Society 

were presented with a grant towards the Maffra Show 

Fireworks display. Maffra Secondary College (MSC) 

received a grant for the Driver’s Education program and 

the After School Human Powered Vehicle team from 

MCS was also provided with sponsorship. Stratford 

Recreation Reserve Committee was presented with a 

grant towards major upgrades to facilities. Maffra 

Business and Tourism Association collected their 

sponsorship grant for the 2019 Christmas Festival.  

The Maffra Christmas Festival is being held on 

Wednesday 18th December and we encourage 

everyone to get along and enjoy the event. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grant recipient reps together with staff and directors 
from Maffra and District Community Bank. 
Back row L-R: Renee Vidler (Branch Manager), Linda Hunt, 
Ryan Crawford, Andy Bye, Sam McLaverty, Rob Christie 
(Chairman), Tom Pritchett, Michael Coggan, Neil Gannon, 
Peter Young, Daryl Cooper. Front L-R: Kylie Hadden, Archy 
Sellings, Hamish Sellings, Kim Gardiner, Kath Coggan, Danielle 
Brown, Sam Shingles, Emily Saddington and Helen Montague.  
 

Rob Christie - Chairman Maffra and District Community 
Bank 

 

http://www.birdsinbackyards.net/Psittaciformes/Cacatuidae/Callocephalon/Callocephalon-fimbriatum
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Boisdale & District Progress Assoc. & 
Boisdale Stables Sub-Committee 

 

A combined Boisdale & District Progress & Stables 
meeting was held on 20th November at the Boisdale 
Stables to plan for the next stages with the toilet, 
storeroom and display area construction. 
The Building Permit is finally through and we are 
waiting on an announcement from the Latrobe Valley 
Authority (LVA) re our grant application. 
If successful, our contribution for the project will be just 
over $21,000 cash and in-kind. So next year we will be 
undertaking further fundraising. 
 

Our heartfelt sympathy to Trish Sinnott and family 
following the loss of Des, a valued member of both the 
Progress Assoc. and Stables Sub-Committee. Des was 
chair of the Progress Assoc. for several years and was 
always contributing to local activities.  
 

The Progress Assoc. is organising the local Christmas 
Breakups (see below & flyers) and is also calling for 
nominations for our Quiet Achiever for 2019. 
A huge thankyou to everyone involved in supporting our 
local communities and facilities, come along to the 
Stables on Friday 13th December, so we can say thank 
you. 
For all Progress enquiries contact Judy (Chair)  

0400 443 167, Helen (Sec.) 0448 349 420 or Kath 

Coggan (Stables Sub-Committee) on 0411 098 452    

 

 
Local Christmas Activities & 
Breakups 

 

 
Christmas Hamper - to be drawn at the Valencia 
Christmas Tree on Friday 20 December. The basket is 
at the Boisdale Post Office for your donations of 
Christmas goods. 

 

Quiet Achiever Award - Contact Judy Traill, Helen 
Montague, Garry Rose or Rachel Dawkins with your 
nominations for this year's awards. 

 

Christmas Celebration at the Boisdale Stables  
on Friday 13th December from 5.30pm-7.30pm. BYO 
drinks & nibbles. Small hamper raffle drawn on the 
night. Presentation of local awards and thankyous. All 
welcome. See flyer attached. 
 
Valencia Creek Christmas Tree 
On Friday 20th December from 6pm at the Valencia 

Creek Hall. BYO food and drinks. Due to renovations at 

the hall we can't offer BBQ facilities this year. Tea & 

coffee available just bring a sweet or slice to share. 

Santa arriving at 8pm. Icy poles and lollies for the 

children. Drawing of the Christmas Hamper and 

Drawing of the Christmas Hamper and local community 

awards. See flyer attached. 

 

Christmas Flyers 
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            Congratulations & Best wishes 

 

To Kristen Walkley and Daniel Cameron on the 
arrival of their first child, a daughter Elsie Kaye. 

 

 Also to Jake Walkley & Tahlia, on the arrival of 
their daughter last week. 
 

First grandchildren for Jack & Debbie Walkley. 
Beautiful Christmas babies!   

 

Local Produce 

 

For your supply of fresh eggs contact Debbie 
Walkey on 0439 344 495 or call in at 
Malcolm's Lane. 
 

The Bridge is very appreciative 
of Wellington Shire Council for 
our newsletter grant for 2019-
2020, which enables us to 
produce, print and distribute this 
publication. 

 
 
 
 
 

Ken & Helen would like to thank all the regular  
contributors to The Bridge over the past year.  
We have a wide distribution of the newsletter, so would 
appreciate more stories, local information and news 
items next year.  
Let us know if you would like a turn at being a  
co-editor, we need some new ideas. 

 

The January Bridge will just be a one page version 
with local updates.  
 

Wishing everyone a wonderful Christmas and  
a happy  and healthy 2020 .  
From Ken & Helen 
 

 

Contact details for the editors: 
Email Ken Roberts at mik212@hotmail.com 
or phone 0437 109 562. If you would like an electronic 
copy in colour email Helen at dhmontague@bigpond.com  
Articles are due in by the last week of each month. 
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