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Members of the Public Gallery should note that the Council records and publishes Council 

meetings via Webcast to enhance the accessibility of Council meetings to the broader 

Wellington community.  These recordings are also archived and may be published on 

Council's Website for viewing by the public or used for publicity or information purposes.  

At the appropriate times during the meeting, members of the gallery may address the 

Council at which time their image, comments or submissions will be recorded.   

 

Members of the public who are not in attendance at the Council meeting but who wish to 

communicate with the Council via the webcasting chat room should lodge their questions 

or comments early in the meeting to ensure that their submissions can be dealt with at the 

end of the meeting. 

 

Please could gallery visitors and Councillors ensure that mobile phones and other 

electronic devices are turned off or in silent mode for the duration of the meeting. 

 
 
 

 
  

Council Meeting Information 
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“We acknowledge the traditional custodians  
of this land the Gunaikurnai people, 

and pay respects to their elders past and present” 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

“Almighty God, we ask your blessing upon the Wellington 
Shire Council, its Councillors, officers, staff and their families. 

We pray for your guidance in our decisions so that the 
true good of the Wellington Shire Council may result to 

the benefit of all residents and community groups.” 
Amen 

 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER 

STATEMENT OF ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

A - PROCEDURAL 
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A4 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF 
PREVIOUS COUNCIL MEETING/S 

 
   

A - PROCEDURAL 
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ITEM A4 ADOPTION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING/S 
ACTION OFFICER:  GENERAL MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES 

DATE:    21 JULY 2015 

 

 
 
OBJECTIVE 
 
To adopt the minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting of 7 July 2015 as tabled. 
 
 
PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FROM THE GALLERY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
 
No staff and/or contractors involved in the compilation of this report have declared a Conflict of 
Interest. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
That Council adopt the minutes and resolutions of the Ordinary Council Meeting of  
7 July 2015 as tabled. 
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A5 BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS 

MEETING/S 
 
 
 
 
  

A - PROCEDURAL 
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A6 ACCEPTANCE OF LATE ITEMS 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A - PROCEDURAL 
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A7 NOTICE/S OF MOTION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A - PROCEDURAL 
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A8 RECEIVING OF PETITIONS 
OR JOINT LETTERS  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

A - PROCEDURAL 
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ITEM A8(1) OUTSTANDING PETITIONS 
ACTION OFFICER GOVERNANCE 

DATE: 21 JULY 2015 

ITEM FROM 

MEETING 

COMMENTS ACTION BY 

Drumming from 132 The Boulevard, Paradise 
Beach 

19 May 2015 That the motion lay on the 
table until the meeting of 
July 21 or until mediation 
can take place 

Manager 
Municipal 
Services 

Withdrawal of funding to the continued 
program on monitoring of mosquitoes and 
spraying of their larvae 

7 July 2015 Report to Council 
4 August 2015 

Manager 
Municipal 
Services 

Objection to the proposed Wellington Shire 
Council tree planting scheme for Powerscourt 
Street Maffra 

7 July 2015 Report to Council 
4 August 2015 

Manager 
Natural 
Environment 
& Parks

Provision of a public toilet facility in the Sale 
CBD 

7 July 2015 Report to Council 
4 August 2015 

Manager 
Natural 
Environment 
& Parks
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ITEM A8(2) RECEIPT OF PETITION: GARBAGE COLLECTION – ANDERSON 

COURT MYRTLEBANK 
DIVISION:   BUILT AND NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 

ACTION OFFICER:  MANAGER NATURAL ENVIRONMENT & PARKS 

DATE:  21 JULY 2015 
 
 

Financial Communication Legislative Council 
Policy 

Council 
Plan 

Resources 
& Staff 

Community Environmental Consultation Risk 
Management 

          
 
 
OBJECTIVE 
 
To present Council with a petition in relation to garbage collection – Anderson Court, Myrtlebank. 
 
PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FROM THE GALLERY 
 

 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
A petition containing 10 signatures has been received by Council. 
 
A copy of the petition is attached for Council information. 
 
 
LEGISLATIVE IMPACT 
 
Section L6.59 of Wellington Shire Council Processes of Municipal Government (Meetings and 
Common Seal) Local Law No 1 provides for petitions and joint letters: 
 
“A petition or joint letter presented to the Council must lay on the table for a period determined by 
the Council but not exceeding the next two Council Meetings.  No motion, other than to receive the 
petition or joint letter may be accepted by the Chairperson, unless the Council unanimously agrees 
to deal with it earlier.” 
 
 
 
 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
That Council receive the attached petition in relation to garbage collection – Anderson 
Court, Myrtlebank. 
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A9 INVITED ADDRESSES, 
PRESENTATIONS OR 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A - PROCEDURAL 
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A10 QUESTIONS ON NOTICE  
 

 
 
 
  

A - PROCEDURAL 
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ITEM A10(1) OUTSTANDING QUESTIONS ON NOTICE 
ACTION OFFICER CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

DATE: 21 JULY 2015 

 
 

 
ITEM 

 
FROM  
MEETING 
 

 
COMMENTS 

 
ACTION BY 

 
NIL 
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A11 MAYOR’S REPORT 
 

 
 
 
 
  

A - PROCEDURAL 
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ITEM A11 MAYOR’S REPORT 
OFFICER: COUNCILLOR CAROLYN CROSSLEY 

DATE: 21 JULY 2015 

NAIDOC Week – Sale and Yarram celebrations 
This month I had the pleasure of attending and speaking at NAIDOC Week events in Sale and 
Yarram. Ramahyuck District Aboriginal Corporation’s annual NAIDOC Week Flag Raising 
Ceremony was once again a success despite being moved indoors due to inclement weather. 
During the event a large procession of community members from all walks of life formed a line 
through the grounds as part of the traditional smoking ceremony. Many indigenous community 
members were recognised for their different achievements over the past year. 

The Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning office in Yarram hosted their 11th 
annual NAIDOC Week celebration which was a sight to see. Young men from Wulgunggo Ngalu 
Learning Place performed a series of indigenous dances for the crowd to didgeridoo music. 
Kangaroo was then on the menu as part of an elaborate barbecue.  

Wellington Youth Art Prize 
This year’s Wellington Youth Art Prize attracted many pieces constructed with all mediums, 
running with the theme of ‘Living in Wellington’. For the third year running, this youth event, which 
was held on 2 July was organised by Wellington Shire Youth Council for their peers with the aim of 
inspiring them to get creative and to give them the experience of having their artwork exhibited. 
The winner of the young student category was painted with an interesting choice of medium. 
Madeleine Johnson painted her piece “The Face” with nail polish. Marlee McMahon was the winner 
of the young adult category and gave her series of pieces the interesting title ‘Foodworks 
Shoplifters at home’ and was painted with water colour.   

Success of Youth Parliament  
Wellington Shire sent Gippsland’s only Youth Parliament team to Spring Street at the end of June 
to learn the ropes of politics. Our team was very successful in arguing for mental health first aid in 
secondary schools. Tessa Coy, Kaitlin Woolford, Mary Chol-Bior, Christopher Valette, James 
Gover and Elizabeth Webb all took part, with James winning the award for Best Debater in the 
Legislative Assembly.  

Maffra Rotary Changeover Dinner 
On 2 July I attended the Maffra Rotary’s annual Changeover Dinner. Each year, this valuable 
community group and many other service clubs of its kind fundraise and provide support to not just 
Wellington Shire, but to bigger projects across Australia and the globe as well. Without volunteer 
groups like Rotary and Lions Clubs, our success as a functioning community would not be as it is 
today.  

RECOMMENDATION 

That the Mayor’s report be noted. 
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Bioenergy Forum  
On 19 June I attended the Bioenergy Forum in Heyfield with 98 very interested others. I found it 
fascinating, there appeared to be many opportunities in Wellington Shire where we could use the 
energy opportunity. The forum provided much food for thought and was part of a two day 
bioenergy event which focused on bioenergy projects and development happening within or 
relevant to Gippsland. This was hosted by the Victorian Bioenergy Network and Agribusiness 
Gippsland with support from Regional Development Australia, Sustainability Victoria, Latrobe City 
Council and Wellington Shire. 
 
 
Public Transport Victoria – Get Involved Workshop 
On 24 June, Councillors Bob Wenger, Malcolm Hole and I attended Get Involved - a Regional 
Network Development Plan community consultation in Sale. A large, diverse crowd of interested 
community members from across the shire converged on the venue to voice their ideas and 
feedback on a range of Public Transport Victoria projects. All community members who attended 
were very keen to have their say about how public transport could work better in and for our 
community. 
 
Many key issues were raised including access for all which encompassed wheel chair access and 
other aspects, bike access, connectivity, interlinking smaller communities to sale, connections to 
tertiary education providers Federation University and Federation Training and the frequency of 
services to Melbourne. The lack of sprinter commuter trains between Sale and Traralgon was also 
a key topic. All of the issues discussed were recorded and will be put in the mix for the upcoming 
planning process. 
 
 
Unconventional Gas enquiry 
On the 30 June I attended the Unconventional Gas inquiry as an interested community member, 
while our General Manager for Development John Websdale spoke on behalf of Wellington Shire 
Council. He clearly articulated Council’s position to support the moratorium until the government 
can provide assurance through sound scientific based evidence that concerns associated with the 
safety and integrity of Gippsland’s aquifers can be resolved and that detailed socioeconomic 
impact assessments are undertaken and demonstrate a net community benefit. 
 
The inquiry was to fulfil the State Government’s election promise to have a thorough and 
considered inquiry into onshore gas in Victoria, based on robust scientific evidence and community 
engagement.  It was a great opportunity for Wellington Shire and other councils from across 
Gippsland as well as individual community members an opportunity to give their views and 
respond to questions about coal seam gas mining. 
 
 
Creative Victoria (Arts Victoria) - Creative industries Strategy 30th June 
On 30 June Wellington Shire was one of six locations to host one of a series of workshops to 
inform the development of Victoria’s first create industries strategy. The Wellington Entertainment 
Centre was a perfect place to chat about creativity and its value to our communities.  
 
Among a range of issues raised was the concern regarding the lack of access to tertiary arts 
education as the Federation Training no longer offers any fine art courses that in the past were a 
very well-trodden pathway to University entry. The lack of suitable public transport connections 
also excluded some students from university access was also highlighted as an obstacle to a 
creative community.   
 
On a positive note the community acknowledged the importance of creativity and the arts in our 
community and the great range of venues in the region. Input received at the workshops will be 
carefully considered by the Creative Industries Taskforce and Expert Reference Group, who will 
develop a draft strategy for the Minister’s consideration later in the year. 
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Gippsland Local Government Network meeting 
On Friday 10 July, Wellington Shire Council’s Chief Executive Officer David Morcom and I 
attended a Gippsland Local Government Network meeting. We had the opportunity to discuss 
significant regional issues with State Government Secretary Department of Economic 
Development, Jobs, Transport and Resources Richard Bolt. We highlighted the Macalister 
Irrigation District Stage 2 development and its need for support for the improved irrigation 
infrastructure as a regional priority. 
 
We also discussed issues surrounding public transport and gas and timber industries which are in 
his portfolio so this was a great chance to make what we hope is a strong connection with the new 
State Government.  
 
 
Synthetica Opening 
On Friday 10 July I was very pleased to open Synthetica – the first exhibition to be held at the 
temporary Gippsland Art Gallery. Claire Anna Watson, who is a past curator of the gallery curated 
the touring exhibition which consisted of a very broad range of vibrant, experimental pieces. Young 
local artist Claire Marston is a guest artist in the exhibition and is a final year fine art student at 
Monash University Gippsland Campus. The exhibition will be open to the public until 20 September 
so I encourage all residents to visit the temporary gallery and have a look. 
 
 
 
 
COUNCILLOR CAROLYN CROSSLEY 
MAYOR 
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A12 YOUTH COUNCIL 
REPORT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A - PROCEDURAL 
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ITEM A12: YOUTH COUNCIL REPORT 

OFFICER: YOUTH MAYOR, Matt Vaux 

DATE: 21 JULY 2015 

This quarter Youth Councillors have been committed and productive in supporting various events 
in our local communities.  These opportunities have enabled us to work as a team and quickly work 
out our strengths and weaknesses. Together we have developed different strategies to overcome 
any challenges we faced. 

Below I have highlighted some of the events we have covered this quarter: 
• Wellington Relay for Life
• Sale College Mental Health Day
• Community Council Regional Meetings
• Community Planning Forum
• Communities in Control Conference
• Youth Parliament
• Wellington Youth Art Prize
• ANZAC Day Ceremonies
• SO WOT Day
• Gippsland Youth Summit

A group highlight for this quarter was when Youth Councillors attended the ANZAC Day Centenary 
ceremonies across the Wellington Shire. Collectively we felt honored and privileged to have the 
opportunity to participate alongside Councillors. 

We currently have over 600 Facebook ‘Likes’.  The announcement of the Wellies Youth Parliament 
team post reached 1,200 people and the 2015 Wellington Youth Art prize reached 2,600 people. 

Our Monday Tucker group have continued to attend and support each Monday night. As Youth 
Mayor, I have seen personal growth from these members, especially the younger members. They 
are more confident at meetings and their contributions are recognised. 

The Wellies Youth Parliament team have been working hard and preparing for their week in 
Parliament. They have chosen to present a Bill with the topic ‘free mental health first aid training in 
secondary schools’. Preparation to support the group has been a major priority for Youth Council. 
The Wellies have shown their commitment and passion and have been given the opportunity to 
present the Bill to MP James Merlino, State Member for Monbulk, Deputy Premier and the Minister 
for Education. 

MATT VAUX 
Youth Mayor 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council receive the Youth Mayor’s quarterly report for the period ending July 2015. 
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE  
OFFICER 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

C1 - REPORT 
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ITEM C1.1 CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT 
OFFICER: CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
DATE: 21 JULY 2015 
 
 
PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FROM THE GALLERY 
 

 
 
12 June COMMITTEE FOR GISSPLAND (C4G), WARRAGUL 
 Presented the Gippsland Regional Plan draft to C4G members and 

responded to questions/feedback. 
 
  

REGIONAL MANAGERS FORUM (RMF), TRARALGON 
  Presented the Gippsland Regional Plan draft to the Regional 

Management Forum and responded to questions/feedback. 
 
 
14 – 17 June AUSTRALIAN LOCAL GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION (ALGA)   - 

NATIONAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
 Attended this event with Cr Hole, which included regional workshops, 

National Timber Councils Association AGM, and a meeting with Russell 
Broadbent MHR Member for McMillan. 

 
 
18 June BIOENERGY FORUM, HEYFIELD  
 Attended this forum with Mayor Crossley and other Council officers.  
 
 
 REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AUSTRALIA MEETING HEYFIELD 
 This was the last meeting of the current RDA Gippsland Board – a new 

Board will be announced in the next 8 weeks.    
 
   
19 June GIPPSLAND LOCAL GOVERNMENT NETWORK CHIEF EXECUTIVE 

OFFICERS’ FORUM, LATROBE CITY COUNCIL 
 
    
22 June GIPPSLAND REGIONAL PLAN CONSULTATION SESSION, 

LATROBE CITY COUNCIL 
  

 
PARLIAMENTARY RATE CAPPING INQUIRY – GIPPSLAND 
REGIONAL SPORTS COMPLEX 

 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Chief Executive Officer’s Report be received. 
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23 June GIPPSLAND REGIONAL PLAN CONSULTATION SESSION, EAST 
GIPPSLAND SHIRE COUNCIL   
Presented the draft Gippsland Regional Plan to East Gippsland Shire 
Councillors and senior staff, and responded to questions/feedback. 

 
    
  BROADENING HORIZONS PROJECT  

Welcomed approximately 80 – 90 Maffra Secondary College students 
who spent the day visiting various workplaces throughout Council. 
 

 
29 June MEETING WITH NORTH SALE PRECINCT DEVELOPERS 
 
 
30 June WELLINGTON REGIONAL TOURISM MEETING –  
 Update on Port of Sale Cultural Hub project. 
 
 
 MEETING WITH JOHN LESLIE  
 

 
PARLIAMENTARY RATE CAPPING INQUIRY – GIPPSLAND 
REGIONAL SPORTING COMPLEX 

 
 

PARLIAMENTARY UNCONVENTIONAL GAS INQUIRY – 
GIPPSLAND REGIONAL SPORTS COMPLEX 

 
  
1 July COMMITTEE FOR WELLINGTON MEETING, SALE 
 
 

GIPPSLAND REGIONAL PLAN CONSULTATION SESSION, SOUTH 
GIPPSLAND SHIRE COUNCIL 
Presented the draft Gippsland Regional Plan to South Gippsland Shire 
Councillors and senior staff, and responded to questions/feedback. 

 
  
3 July REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT VICTORIA BRIEFING SESSION 
 
  
 
14 July STRATFORD COMMUNITY COUNCILLOR MEETING 
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ITEM C1.2 
DIVISION: 
ACTION OFFICER: 
DATE: 

JUNE 2015 PERFORMANCE REPORT 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICE
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
21 JULY 2015 

IMPACTS 
Financial Communication Legislative Council 

Policy 
Council 

Plan 
Resources 

& Staff 
Community Environmental Consultation Risk 

Management 
     

OBJECTIVE 

For Council to receive and note the June 2015 Council Performance Report. 

PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FROM THE GALLERY 

BACKGROUND 

The June 2015 Council Performance Report comprises: 
• key highlights towards achievement of the 2013 -17 Council Plan
• updates relating to Major Initiatives and Initiatives as identified in the 2014/15 Budget
• an overview of Council finances including an Income Statement and a Balance Sheet

with commentary regarding any major variances, information on cash balances, the
level of rates outstanding and a progress update on Council’s Capital Works
program.

Section 138(1) of the Local Government Act 1989 requires that at least every three months, 
the Chief Executive Officer must ensure that a statement comparing budgeted revenue and 
expenditure for the financial year with the actual revenue and expenditure to date is 
presented to Council at a Council meeting which is open to the public. 

OPTIONS 

Following consideration of the attached June 2015 Performance Report, Council can resolve 
to either: 

1. Receive and note the June 2015 Council Performance Report; or
2. Not Receive and note the June 2015 Council Performance Report and seek further 

information for consideration at a later Council meeting, which would result in
Council not meeting legislative requirements.

PROPOSAL 

RECOMMENDATION 
That Council receive and note the June 2015 Council Performance Report as attached. 
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That Council receive and note the attached June 2015 Council Performance Report.  
 
 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
 
No staff and/or contractors involved in the compilation of this report have declared a Conflict 
of Interest. 
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT 
 
The attached Interim June 2015 financial report provides information that informs Council on 
its financial operations for the year to date and the expected financial position for the 2014/15 
year.  The report indicates that the final operating result for 2014/15 will be significantly better 
than originally budgeted.  
 
Council received advice on 30 June 2015 that 50 per cent of the 2015/16 allocation for 
Financial Assistance Grants would be paid in advance, resulting in an unexpected receipt of 
$6.07 million. Other factors contributing to the improved financial position include receipt of 
an unbudgeted donation to the Port of Sale Cultural Hub project of $0.5 million, additional 
interest on investments and unpaid rates, impact of non-cash items and additional 2013/14 
operating carried forwards (funded from cash unspent at June 2014), partly offset by 
additional grant funding, supplementary rates raised and savings on insurance premiums. 
 
Whilst the cash balance at 30 June 2015 is $44.4 million, significantly higher than the original 
Adopted Budget, it is important to understand that much of this is already committed, 
including the $6.07 million advance Financial Assistance Grants payment, $7.73 million to 
cover employee and other provisions, $7.75 million to ensure that reserves are cash-backed, 
and approximately $10.0 million in operating and capital expenditure carried forward into 
2015/16. In addition, Council must pay suppliers owing at 30 June, and fund operating and 
capital expenditure for the first three months of the year until rates payments and Grants 
Commission funding is received, our two major sources of revenue. 
 
 
COMMUNICATION IMPACT 
 
The Council Plan communicates Council’s strategic direction to the community.  The Council 
Plan can also be used by Council to communicate its vision and direction to other tiers of 
government, organisations, government agencies and funding bodies. 
 
 
LEGISLATIVE IMPACT 
 
Section 138(1) of the Local Government Act 1989 requires that at least every three months, 
the Chief Executive Officer must ensure that a statement comparing budgeted revenue and 
expenditure for the financial year with the actual revenue and expenditure to date is 
presented to Council at a Council meeting which is open to the public. 
 
 
COUNCIL POLICY IMPACT 
 
The June 2015 Council Performance Report has been prepared in the context of existing 
Council policies. 
 
COUNCIL PLAN IMPACT 
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Objective 2.2 states that Council will: 

 
“Maintain processes and systems to ensure sound financial management’ 

 
Objective 2.3 states that Council will: 
 

“Ensure sound governance processes that result in responsive, ethical, transparent and 
accountable decision making”. 
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JUNE PERFORMANCE REPORT 
 
JUNE 2015 COUNCIL PLAN HIGHLIGHTS 
 
Submission to Forest Industry Advisory Council  
Council made a submission on the Strategic Directions Issues Paper from the Forest Industry 
Advisory Council. The timber industry is a valuable economic driver for Wellington and 
provides employment to a number of small towns. 
 
Gippsland Bioenergy Forum  
Wellington Shire hosted and provided resources to support the inaugural Gippsland Bioenergy 
Forum in Heyfield 18-19 June 2015. The event was attended by approximately 100 people 
and provided insight into the potential for bioenergy to industry. 
 
Real Estate Roundtable  
Council hosted eleven real estate agents from across the Shire and provided an awareness 
of planning, economic development and building matters. An introduction to publicly available 
GIS systems that can provide access to better tools. The forum provided an opportunity to 
network and link in to Council. 
 
Regional Network Development Plan 
Public Transport Victoria held a workshop in Sale as part of their communication strategy on 
the Regional Network Development Plan. Council officers provided information in Wellington 
Business Newsletter, as well as to relevant businesses and town business and tourism 
associations to encourage attendance where transport is an issue. 
 
Planning for rural residential growth 
Council is finalising the Longford Outline Development Plan (ODP) to guide future rural 
residential growth and development in Longford given the attractive lifestyle offered in close 
proximity to the regional centre of Sale.  Council is also commencing implementation of the 
Port Albert Rural Residential Lifestyle Lot Review to provide for rural residential growth 
opportunities on the fringe of Port Albert. 
 
Domestic Wastewater Management Plan  
Council are continuing work on the Domestic Wastewater Management Plan in partnership 
with East Gippsland Shire and the relevant Water Authorities. The draft plan guidelines will be 
discussed at a joint meeting in July.  
 
Wellington Shire Council Municipal Pound and Animal Shelter Services  
Council has awarded the new five year contract for the management of the Fulham Pound to 
Animal Aid.  
 
Loch Sport Skatepark Complete 
The new skatepark on the foreshore reserve at Loch Sport has now been completed and is 
open for use.  The local community raised $10,000 to contribute to the project and were 
involved in the selection of the final design.  The balance of the funding for the project was 
jointly funded by Sport and Recreation, Victoria and the Wellington Shire Council.  
 
Heyfield Streetscape George Street Complete 
The streetscape works in George Street, Heyfield are now complete with new footpaths, kerb 
and channel and the road pavement resheeted with asphalt. The project also involved the 
reconfiguration of the car parking and improved pedestrian connectivity to the reserve and 
Resource Centre on the north side of George Street. 
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Briagolong Town Tree Planting Program Complete 
After extensive community consultation and in line with the communities desires to enhance 
the street appeal of Briagolong the street tree planting of the town is now complete. 
 
Maffra Hillcrest Reserve Play Space Complete 
Council has worked in partnership with the local developer (who also contributed funding) to 
bring forward the installation of a play-space for the quickly expanding local community. The 
play-space is now open for use in time for the school holidays. The rest of the park will be 
developed as part of the 2015/16 Capital Works Program. 
 
Memorial Park Yarram Path Upgrades Complete  
The gravel paths in the park were subject to poor drainage and prone to turning soggy. The 
completed works have seen the path network throughout the reserve brick edged, crowned 
and stabilised to ensure better walkability in all weather. 
 
Sustainability Education Award 
On 23 June Raquel Harris, Council’s Sustainability Education Officer was awarded for her 
efforts in Sustainability Education by Environment Education Victoria. Raquel was up against 
some very strong competition on the day. In front of an audience of around 200 she received 
an “Excellence Award for Local Government Sustainability Officers working with Schools and 
the Community in 2014”. They spoke of the excellent work she was doing in a dispersed 
regional area, her commitment and passion for what she does and her engagement with the 
local community.   
 
Wellington Improvement Ideas captured on the Intranet 
All WSC employees can now submit ideas / suggestions for ways to improve our processes 
and service delivery via the internal staff Intranet and each quarter all contributions will be 
compiled and presented to CMT for consideration.  Ideas / suggestions can include any of 
the following:  
- Utilising our new technology to improve 
- Streamlining existing processes 
- Improving customer service  
- Improving the quality of our products or services 
- Improving safety for staff or services 
- Saving time, materials, money, etc. 
 
Staff Recruitment and Selection 
Improvements to Council’s recruitment software have resulted in ease of use for applicants 
and efficiencies for staff involved in the recruitment process, including the ability to shortlist 
and rank candidates against each Key Selection Criteria online.  In addition, a new interview 
process has been developed to take advantage of new technology and provide further 
internal efficiencies. 
 
New Desailly Street Technology Helps Reduce Printing Footprint  
The introduction of new technology to support paperless meetings and eco printing at 
Desailly Street is beginning to positively impact toner consumption and print costs.  
 
A comparison of toner consumption for 2014 versus 2015: 
 
2014 (Foster HQ) 2015 (Desailly St) 

May $8,515.27 May $3,895.34 
June $10,312.12 June $4,748.58 

$18,827.39 $8,643.92 
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The above table highlights a very positive outcome for our first 2 months in the new building. 
We will continue to advocate our paperless strategy and monitor our monthly footprint. 
 
ICT/AV Requirements for Temporary Council Chambers 
ICT/AV equipment, Wi-Fi network and print requirements for new Council Chambers has been 
completed as per project timeline. 
 
Art Gallery Technology Upgrade and Move  
The technology upgrade to Art Gallery and relocation to temporary location has now been 
completed. 
 
Budget Adopted 
The 2015/16 Budget was adopted by Council on 16 June 2015. 
 
Jack River Fire Recovery 
The Yarram Secondary College Emergency Expo was held on 24 June 2015.  Students from 
Years 7 to 10 participated in a number of interactive emergency exercises including personal 
emergency planning, basic first aid, sandbagging for flood, basic water pump operations and 
rake hoeing in a bushfire.  
 
The Expo was funded by the Department of Health & Human Services as part of the recovery 
project for the Jack River Fire of February 2014. The Expo was also supported by students 
from the Maffra Secondary College and a number of emergency agencies and volunteer 
organisations i.e. SES, CFA, DELWP, Wildlife Rescue, Red Cross and Port Albert Volunteer 
Coast Guard. 
 
The day was hugely successful and students were keen to take home the skills that they had 
learned to share with their families. 
 
Highlights from EBBWEC  

• David Helfgott - A capacity crowd saw David Helfgott (Shine) perform for the first time 
in Sale. David is a fantastic musician who left our audience in awe. The concert was a 
great way to showcase the John Leslie Theatre’s facilities and the quality of sound 
produced by our grand piano in a purely acoustic setting. 

• Revolting Rhymes - 1,140 patrons attended the Entertainment Centre’s three 
performances of Roald Dahl’s Revolting Rhymes & Dirty Beasts, adapted by Shake & 
Stir Theatre Company. This was an incredibly well presented performance that was 
very well received by everyone. The day show was attended by school groups from 
throughout Wellington Shire and surrounds. 

• Sold Out Performances - The month of June was a very busy month for the 
Entertainment Centre, with all five performances being sold out.  2,271 patrons 
attended the seven performances at the theatre this month. 

 
Tech Savvy Seniors  
Training sessions focusing on use of tablets were held at Yarram and Sale Libraries.  Sessions 
were fully booked with expressions of interest in forming “Tech Talk” self-help groups to meet 
regularly in libraries from July to share online knowledge and experience. The Tech Savvy 
Seniors education program totalling 14 sessions over the last 12 months in all branches has 
been of great value to the community in providing digital literacy skills to seniors and will be 
continued in 2015-16 in accordance with demand. This program has been delivered 
incorporating e-Smart awareness principles with participants indicating improved confidence 
in managing safe online access. 
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Pop up knitters 
Sale Library regularly hosts a pop-up knitters group who celebrated with a special session on 
Saturday 13 June for World Wide Knit in Public Day.  16 Knitters joined on the day sharing 
skills and providing advice to members of the community with limited or no knitting skills. 
Members of this group contributed to the poppies on display at Federation Square on ANZAC 
Day 2015 as a mark of respect for soldiers and families of those whose lives were lost in war. 
 
Mobile Library – Outreach Services  
A series of consultation sessions is in progress to establish recommendations for partnership 
models in communities currently served by the mobile library at Briagolong, Cowwarr, 
Gormandale, Golden Beach, Loch Sport and Seaspray. A report to be prepared for Council 
endorsement in due course. 
 
Gallery Patron to assist purchase significant paintings  
The Patron of the Gippsland Art Gallery, Mr John Leslie OBE, has offered $30,000 to purchase 
Daniel Crawshaw’s polyptych ‘Silva I-IV’ oil on canvas 2014. The paintings depict the 
landscape around Licola and was completed in his London studio after a residency at the 
Cowwarr Art Space in 2012. The work was part of the exhibition ‘High Country Gothic’ that 
was shown at the Gippsland Art Gallery in March 2014 and which subsequently toured to a 
number of other regional galleries around Australia. 
 
Gordon Street Recreation Reserve 
Detailed designs for the redevelopment of the change room facilities at the Gordon Street 
Recreation Reserve in Heyfield have been approved by Council, user groups and the State 
Government.  It is expected that the project will go to tender late July 2015. 
 
Sale Memorial Hall Masterplan 
Work on the Sale Memorial Hall Masterplan is continuing, with 156 responses received 
through the community consultation process.  A presentation and consultation session with 
Councillors will take place on Tuesday 7 July 2015.   
 
Healthy Lifestyle Facilities  
Healthy Lifestyle facilities including Aqua Energy and all of the rural pools experienced strong 
attendance over 2014/15 despite poor weather over summer.  Total attendance figures are 
close to 120,000 across all sites, with an average number of member contracts of 1300 over 
this same time. 
 
Gippsland Health Summit 
Council has been an active supporter of the Gippsland Health Summit.  Three events were 
held over two days from Friday 26 June to Saturday 27 June 2015.   A public forum on Friday 
afternoon provided community members with various tips, skills and strategies to encourage 
patient centred health care with their Health Professional and information on alternative pain 
and anxiety management techniques.  Over 120 people attended the public forum.   
 
Friday night, a dinner was held for health professionals with keynote speaker Dr Tasha 
Stanton discussing the Brain and Chronic Pain.  A full day conference on the Saturday at 
Wellington’s Entertainment Centre focussed on patient centred health care and how health 
professionals need to consider their own health care as well.  Just under 100 people 
participated in the conference. 
 
The conference was inspired by Sharee Johnson in memory of her late husband Tim and is 
the first conference in Gippsland to offer such recognised speakers and opportunities for 
patients and health professionals to work collaboratively for better health outcomes. 
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Community Planning Champions – Rosedale and Golden Beach 
Through support from Council, Rosedale and Golden Beach have both been excelling in 
obtaining broad community participation into the development of their Community Plans.  
During a cold evening in late June, Rosedale community members formed working groups to 
address the key priority areas in their plan.  Golden Beach held a Saturday session mid-June 
with lots of community input to finalise the content in their plan.   
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JUNE PERFORMANCE REPORT 
 

Major Initiatives Completion 
Target Progress Comment Status 

LEADERSHIP AND ENGAGEMENT 
Undertake a review of Wellington Matters, both in 
terms of timing and content as well as its 
effectiveness as a communication agent 

30 June 2015 A review paper was prepared based on the Wellington 
Matters survey undertaken late last year and the 2014 
Community Satisfaction Survey. Councillors were 
presented with a workshop in July 2014 and agreed to 
proposed changes with minor amendments. 
 
The first edition of the new Wellington Matters was 
produced in August, distribution in September. The new 
version is concise with information reflective of public 
feedback. It is printed on paper manufactured in Morwell 
and printed in Bairnsdale. This publication also presents 
the ability to value to add through the commencement of 
an organisation social media channel. 
 
The review presented that whilst the Wellington Matters 
remains a popular communication agent, an increasing 
number of residents seeks information via social media. As 
a result, Wellington Shire Council's Facebook page went 
live on 6 August 2014. 
 

Completed 

ORGANISATIONAL 
Ensure input and reporting of data to meet the 
requirements of the Local Government Performance 
Reporting Framework is completed within regulatory 
guidelines. 
 

30 June 2015 2015 first quarter data was collected and provided to CMT 
for review. 2014-15 full year data will be Included in the 
2014-15 Annual Report. 

Ongoing 

Manage the project planning and delivery of the 
Information technology requirements for the Desailly 
Street office relocation. 
 

30 April 2015 Project completed. Completed 
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Major Initiatives Completion 
Target Progress Comment Status 

Develop a Rating Strategy to guide future rating 
decisions for Council’s consideration. 

28 February 
2014 

The Rating Strategy was adopted by Council on 17 March 
2015. 
 

Completed 

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 
Progress rehabilitation of the Sale Transfer Station 
site as required by the project plan. 

30 June 2015 Due to delay as a result of engagement with Gippsland 
Water project has now been carried over. 
Will be commenced early in new financial year.  

Deferred      ( 
25% 

complete) 

INFRASTRUCTURE 

As one of the key components of the Port Albert 
flood protection and drainage study, asses and 
report on possible flood protection solutions for the 
northern end of Port Albert. 

30 June 2015 A Council Workshop was held in September where this 
action was discussed. The study proposed would not 
resolve the issues regarding the extension of the seawall. 
Action is complete.  
 

Completed 

Progress refurbishment of Sale Livestock Exchange 
in accordance with the project plan 
 

30 June 2015 This is a multiyear project requiring five contracts to 
complete the refurbishment. Four contracts have been 
awarded, with works complete on one and progressing 
well on the other three. Works for year 2 have been 
completed in accordance with the project plan.  
 
The status of the five contracts is as follows: 
 
2014 021 Buyers Walkway Crown Unit Supply Works 
Commenced off site 05/11/14 
 
2014 022 Removal of Existing Pens Completed 28/11/14 
 
2014 023 Selling Shed Construction Works Commenced off 
site 11/11/14 
 
2014 024 Selling Shed Fit out Awarded 16 December 2014. 
Site works commenced. 
 
2014 025 Civil Works including site access Preplanning 

Completed 
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Major Initiatives Completion 
Target Progress Comment Status 

 
It is expected that the civil works contract will be awarded in 
the second half of this calendar year and all works will be 
completed as scheduled. 
 

Implement recommendations of the West Sale 
Airport Report on Land Tenure and Council 
resolution to progress development of freehold land 
for recreational purposes at West Sale Airport 

30 June 2015 Outline development plans have been finalised and 
Council has now authorised development of freehold land 
in the West Sale Airport ERAP. 
Statutory advertising and planning processes have 
commenced. All actions for 2014/2015 have been 
progressed as required. 
Further actions to complete civil works, subdivision and 
complete any sales transactions will be progressed in 
2015/2016 in line with original project plan. 
  

Completed 

Finalise the development of new office 
accommodation at Desailly Street, Sale 
 

30 June 2015 Key Building contract awarded in September 2014. All 
others key contracts completed for electrical, mechanical, 
furniture and floor coverings. Office relocated to Desailly 
Street by 24 April 2015.  
 

Completed 

LAND USE PLANNING 
Publically exhibit/advance a planning scheme 
amendment to implement the Port Albert Rural 
Lifestyle Lot Review and report to Council 

30 June 2015 Following public exhibition, the Port Albert Rural Lifestyle 
Lot Review was adopted by Council on 2 December 2014. 
The adopted project will now be implemented through a 
planning scheme amendment. 
 

Completed 

ECONOMY 
Continue to advocate for the delivery of Defence 
Project AIR 5428 at RAAF Base East Sale 

31 March 2015 Discussions continuing with key representatives for 
AIR5428 bid and media release issued 18 December 
providing general update and that indications are outcome 
will be known first quarter of 2015 but not announced 
necessarily immediately. Ongoing assistance by Council to 
facilitate information to support Victorian outcome. 

Completed 
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Major Initiatives Completion 
Target Progress Comment Status 

Council had a presence at Victorian Government Stand for 
Avalon Airshow 2015 to promote future potential business 
opportunities from a successful bid for AIR 5428 and flow 
on for West Sale Airport. Opportunities for the Eastern 
(Recreational Aviation) Precinct were also discussed. 
Councillor and Manager Economic Development met with 
senior executives of companies tendering for AIR5428. 
14 April 2015. Manager Economic Development met with 
State Government Aviation Business Unit officers given 
recent changes to that unit, and provided an update on 
issues specific to Sale and West Sale Airport. 
May 2015. Although there has been some media 
speculation, there has been no announcement to date in 
relation to Defence Project AIR 5428. Federal Government 
advice reported through the media was that the decision 
will not be until Second Pass Phase of the Tender, which 
is expected in the second half of 2015. 
  

COMMUNITY WELLBEING 
Complete the Sale Memorial Hall Master Plan 30 June 2015 Community Consultation was conducted with 156 

responses submitted via surveys. A workshop with 
councillors to be conducted in early July. 
Council has been successful in obtaining $30,000 towards 
a $40,000 total project - for the Sale Memorial Hall 
Precinct Masterplan development. 
 

In Progress      
( 92% 

complete) 
 

Ensure the early years service at the Yarram District 
Hub commences on time and on budget 

30 June 2015 The service will open on 13 July 2015 offering 
kindergarten, Long Day Childcare and out of school hours 
care. During the last two weeks of June there has been a 
constant flow of families visiting the centre and enrolments 
are steadily coming in. 
Fourteen staff were interviewed for four positions at the 
centre. The playground extension has commenced and 
some trees have been removed and others have been 

Completed 
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Major Initiatives Completion 
Target Progress Comment Status 

pruned back. There is growing excitement in the 
community in anticipation of the service finally opening. 
 

Advance the development of the Port of Sale 
Cultural Hub in accordance with agreed timelines 
and budget 

30 June 2015 Preliminary draft concept plans and cost plans provided by 
architect and quantity surveyor in December. Value 
management exercise undertaken to attempt to bring cost 
plan down to project budget. Concept redesign was 
deemed necessary due to excessive cost against project 
budget. New concept design, costed at $10.7m was 
presented to external steering group and Council on 17 
February after support for the design was obtained from 
the Office of the Victorian Government Architect's Victorian 
Design Review Panel in January. Council to consider 
adoption of concept design at its meeting on 3 March. 
 

Ongoing 

Ensure the Library Service within the Yarram District 
Hub commences on time and on budget and works 
towards maximising potential 

30 June 2015 Yarram Library successfully opened to the public on 30 
October 2014. 
Library staff are working closely with existing customer 
service and newly appointed children's services staff at the 
Yarram District Hub to ensure the community gains the 
most benefit from the building's development. 
 

Ongoing 

Review and Audit the Municipal Emergency 
Management Plan 

30 June 2015 The Municipal Emergency Management Plan (MEMP) was 
audited on 12 January 2015 and passed audit. 
 
Review of the MEMP for the next three year cycle will start 
in February 2015. 

Completed 
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Major Initiatives Completion 
Target Progress Comment Status 

Ensure implementation of municipal responsibilities 
for 2014-15 in the Healthy Wellington Action Plan. 

30 June 2015 The Healthy Wellington Action group Partnership meeting 
was held on Tuesday 12 May 2015. 
 
Social Connection and Inclusion (SCI) –The SCI Action 
Plan is near complete and is out to the Healthy Wellington 
Action Group for final feedback with the minutes of the 
meeting 12 May 2015. 
 
The Volunteering in Wellington Website continues to be 
developed with a meeting of stakeholders held on 29 April 
to provide some feedback on the website design. 
 
A Volunteer Week Breakfast Celebration of Wellington 
Volunteers took place on Wednesday 13 May 7.30 – 9.00 
a.m. Eighty volunteers (80) attended and heard a very 
poignant and personal speech from Wellington Citizen of 
the Year - David Harrington. Wellington Mayor Cr. 
Crossley thanked the volunteers for the work they do for 
their communities and reinforced their valuable 
contribution to our communities. Each Volunteer received 
a tree and thank you note as a token of appreciation for 
their valued and valuable contributions. 
 
Development and implementation of following projects to 
promote social connection and Inclusion; 
• Hello Neighbour Program – lead by Rural Access 
• Snap Shot Project – Lead by Rural Access 
• Volunteering in Wellington Website – lead by the 

Community Health and Wellbeing Officer 
• Volunteering Training and Leadership Calendar – 

Lead by Community Planning. 
 

In Progress      
( 92% 

complete) 
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  Physical Activity; 
- The Physical Activity Action Plan is out to the Healthy 
Wellington Action Group for final feedback with the 
minutes of the meeting 12 May 2015.  
- Active April - Collaborated with Healthy Lifestyles and 
Communications Business Units, and external agency 
GippSport in awareness raising campaign for Active April. 
The Campaign was centred on promoting registration of 
Active April website, and visiting Aqua Energy to pick up 
prizes and special offers. An evaluation meeting will be 
held with those involved and to reflect on and evaluate 
how effective the campaign was for Wellington Shire and 
Aqua Energy. 
- Walk to School – 2014 - Walk to school was successful, 
however there remains $6700 unspent money. Vic Health 
have indicated they agree with redirecting the funding 
towards a Council ‘Active Transport’ Project. The proposal 
includes putting money towards a Mapping Activity with 
Schools, and funding the Training for P.E. teachers and 
parents / community members to become Bike Ed. 
Qualified trainers. 
- Prevention of Family Violence Against Women and 
Children (PVAWC) –The PVAWC Action Plan is out to the 
Healthy Wellington Action Group for final feedback with the 
minutes of the meeting 12 May 2015. 
-Healthy Eating - Awaiting an updated Action Plan. 

 

LEADERSHIP AND ENGAGEMENT 
Facilitate delivery of two key outcomes in the 
Community Engagement strategy 
implementation plan 

30 June 2015 The Community Engagement Strategy 2011-2015 has 
been reviewed and revised. A workshop was held with 
Council on the draft strategy on 2 June. All of the tools to 
support the Community Engagement process have been 
developed. 
The working group meet again on 13 July to finalise 
documentation and discuss projects to trial the process 
and information in various community engagement related 
activities across Council. 
 

Completed 
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Ensure the 2014-15 actions in the Arts and 
Culture Strategy are allocated to appropriate 
business units for implementation 

30 June 2015 Have followed up as required with key internal 
stakeholders of Council to determine what actions will be 
important this year for their business unit. 

In Progress      
( 99% 

complete) 

Implement the 2014-15 actions in the Access and 
Inclusion Plan that are the responsibility of the 
Arts and Culture Unit 

30 June 2015 The Library, Art Gallery and Entertainment Centre had all 
completed by February 2015 an Access and Inclusion 
Audit of their current facilities using the relevant Institute of 
Access Training Australia handbooks. Library staff will 
continue to undertake online training via REAL (Resource 
for Equitable Access to Libraries) a collaborative state-
wide library initiative. 
A desktop portable hearing loop has been purchased for 
the Yarram Library and Service Centre. Testing of these 
devices has been arranged prior to implementation. 
 
The Gallery Education Coordinator and Director attended a 
Planning Meeting for Social Inclusion Week on 25 July 
hosted by the Community Health and Wellbeing Officer. 
The Gallery will assist in facilitating paper lantern making 
workshops with community groups and schools. 
 

In Progress      
( 99% 

complete) 

Commence development of a Communications 
Strategy to enhance the flow of information to 
and from the Wellington Shire community. 

30 June 2015 Work has continued in relation to the EM sub-plan, with all 
relevant information to date now shared via OneNote with 
the EM team. 

Ongoing 
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Initiatives Performance 
Target Progress Comment Status 

ORGANISATIONAL 
Review organisational corporate planning and 
reporting system requirements to ensure 
effective corporate planning and reporting. 

30 December 
2014 

A business case outlining the identified benefits and 
potential cost savings to council has been developed and 
is currently pending approval from the General Manager 
Corporate Services. An in house demonstration of the 
proposed solution was carried out in May and further cost 
benefit analysis has been completed. 
 

Completed 

Commence the development of a new Domestic 
Waste Water Management Plan. 

30 June 2015 ECOS consulting have been engaged to assist Wellington 
Shire Council and East Gippsland Shire Council to review 
the Domestic Wastewater Management Plan.  The plan 
will be in effect for a period of five years commencing late 
2015. 
 
Stakeholder consultation meetings will be conducted in 
September 2015 and a Council Report will be presented 
by November 2015. 
 

In Progress      
( 50% 

complete) 

Undertake a review of Council’s corporate 
records management system and its fit for 
purpose. 

31 October 
2014 

Review complete. Submission and presentation to CMT 
scheduled for Feb 2015. 

Completed 

Prepare Annual Budget in accordance with 
legislative requirements and present to Council 
for consideration 

30 June 2015 The 2015/16 Budget was adopted by Council on 16 June 
2015. 
 

Completed 

Complete and Implement a New Recruitment 
Strategy 

30 June 2015 Reviewed e-recruitment software in addition to review of 
recruitment and selection processes at Council. 

Completed 
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Initiatives Completion 
Target Progress Comment Status 

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 

Develop three Town Street Tree Plans 30 June 2015 Analysis of existing conditions in Cowwarr and Seaspray 
now completed. Mapping of streets completed. 
Information for handouts being developed. 
Stage 2 Briagolong planting in planning stage. 

Completed 

INFRASTRUCTURE 

Complete installation of new energy efficient 
street lights in accordance with the project plan. 

30 June 2015 This project commenced in 2013/2014 with the selection 
and purchase of LED luminaires to replace the 80 watt 
Mercury Vapour luminaires currently being used. The 
installation of the 2250 18W LED luminaires is now 
complete.  
 

Completed 

Implement planning and initial consultation 
stages of Wellington Residential Road & Street 
Construction Plan 

30 June 2015 Planning and initial consultation has been implemented for 
Cunninghame Street, Sale. Consultation has taken place 
and a report was presented to Council in May 2015. 

Completed 

LAND USE PLANNING 

Prepare an updated outline development plan for 
North Sale and associated developer 
contribution regime 

30 June 2015 MESH consultants have been appointed to prepare the 
North Sale Outline Development Plan/Contributions Plan. 
Stakeholder consultation was undertaken on 11 March 
2015. 
A Council workshop was held on 17 March 2015. A draft 
design response plan is pending, but its delivery has been 
delayed due to the need to first resolve future land needs 
for the Department of Education and Training (DET), 
Meetings with DET have now been undertaken and the 
project is advancing. 

In Progress      
( 91% 
complete) 
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Initiatives Completion 
Target Progress Comment Status 

ECONOMY 
Implement a coordinated Wellington Shire 
Events Program with associated funding streams 
and processes 

30 June 2015 Work continuing with liaison with other business units on 
events coordination, and Council workshop held 2 
September to provide update. New internal coordination 
process in place from mid-September, with division of 
responsibilities for Events Administration, Events Liaison 
and Events Attraction/Strategic management roles. 
 
New process already showing benefit and assisting 
organisers. New website content posted Jan 15 with Event 
Notification Form and guidance included. 
 
Council workshop for Events Attraction framework held 17 
February 2015 with positive feedback on recommended 
way ahead. 
 
Events part of formal State wide or National programme 
forwarded to ECDEV for consideration rather than 
Community Grants. 
 
Benchmarking potential venues with others across region 
and State. Commenced photographic promotion of event 
capacity in Wellington with use of Equestrian Shed at 
Showgrounds for Irrigation Expo. Similar photography to 
be done with GRSC to display potential for events other 
than sport. Progress to be continued as part of ongoing 
events attraction and coordination process. 
 

Completed 
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Initiatives Completion 
Target Progress Comment Status 

COMMUNITY WELLBEING 
Complete all Level 3 Recreation Master Plans 30 June 2015 Progress in the development of outstanding master plans 

has stalled due to staffing resources with the staff member 
in the Grants and Community Facilities acting position 
arrangements being extended beyond its initial scope. 
 
11 of 13 Level 2 Facilities completed with the remaining 2 
awaiting user group feedback. 
 
7 of 12 Level 3 Facilities completed. 

In Progress      
( 55% 

complete) 

Ensure Implementation of all municipal 
responsibilities identified in the Municipal 
Emergency Management Plan 2014-15 

30 June 2015 The Municipal Emergency Management Plan was not 
activated during June 2015. 
As a result of a review of the Department of Environment, 
Land, Water & Planning (DELWP)/CFA Essential Water 
Replacement Policy and Guideline a proposal has been 
submitted for Local Government to be responsible for only 
the replacement of drinking water and that DELWP/CFA 
be responsible for the replacement of agricultural water – 
this would simplify the current process for the community 
and agencies. 
 

Ongoing 

Ensure implementation of the 2014-15 actions 
identified in the Municipal Early Years Action 
Plan 

30 June 2015 On 5 May Early Years Project Officer attended a Central 
Enrolment workshop presented by MAV, this workshop 
outlined how important this process could be in ensuring 
that vulnerable children are accessing vital services such 
as M&CH and kindergarten. Funding will be provided 
during 2015/16 financial year to assist local councils to set 
up the program if they wish to go ahead. It is envisaged 
that in the future the Out of Home Care Agreement with 
DHS and Local Council, M&CH data management systems 
and Central Enrolments will all tie in together as a way of 
community services working together in the best interest of 
children. 

In Progress      
( 92% 

complete) 
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Initiatives Completion 
Target Progress Comment Status 

 
May 26 Early Years Project Officer accompanied Daniel 
Miller to Bairnsdale Aquatic Recreation Centre to discuss 
their model of delivery for the Occasional Care Crèche with 
the aim of obtaining information that could be useful for the 
future running of Aqua Energy Crèche. 
 
Early Years Project Officer has been in discussions with 
Philippa Bailey from Domestic Violence Resource Centre 
Victoria in regards to providing CRAF training to early 
years professionals in the Wellington Shire, an expression 
of interest sent out to the network came back with 50 
interested persons wishing to attend.  

Ensure implementation of 2014-15 actions 
identified in relation to the Access and Inclusion 
plan 

30 June 2015 Portable audio loops for those with hearing devices have 
been installed at customer service in the Desailly St office. 
Staff training will be completed soon. 
The EBBWECC communication boards are in their final 
consultation phase to commence implementation at 
EBBWECC Reception in June 2015.  Started process of 
revising Access and Inclusion Plan. The Wellington Access 
and Inclusion Advisory Group have commenced reviewing 
the Access and Inclusion plan and will need to do further 
work on this over the coming months.  
 

In Progress      
( 92% 

complete) 

Support the implementation of the Youth Council 
2014 action plan and the development and 
implementation of the 2015 Youth Council action 
plan 

30 June 2015 Six young people representing Wellington participated in 
Youth parliament throughout the months of May and June. 
In the last week of June, participants presented their bill to 
parliament - that all secondary school students should 
receive mental health first aid training. This Bill was 
passed. Youth Parliament continues to be a valuable 
project for young people to participate in developing 
leadership and skills in public speaking. 
 
Members of Wellington Youth Council attended the 
Gippsland Youth Summit in Churchill on 28-30 June 2015. 

Completed 
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Initiatives Completion 
Target Progress Comment Status 

This was a great networking opportunity and valuable to 
discuss and hear about youth strengths and issues across 
the region. 
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ITEM C2.1 ASSEMBLY OF COUNCILLORS 
DIVISION: CORPORATE SERVICES 
ACTION OFFICER: GENERAL MANAGER CORPORATE SERVICES 
DATE: 21 JULY 2015 

IMPACTS 
Financial Communication Legislative Council 

Policy 
Council 

Plan 
Resources 

& Staff 
Community Environmental Consultation Risk 

Management 
  

OBJECTIVE 

To report on all assembly of Councillor records received during the period 1 July to 14 July 2015. 

PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FROM THE GALLERY 

BACKGROUND 

Section 80A of the Local Government Act 1989 requires a written record to be kept of all 
assemblies of Councillors, stating the names of all Councillors and Council staff attending, the 
matters considered and any conflict of interest disclosures made by a Councillor.  These records 
must be reported, as soon as practicable, at an ordinary meeting of the Council and recorded in the 
minutes. 

Below is a summary of all assembly of Councillors records received during the period 1 July 2015 
to 14 July 2015. 

Assembly of Councillors summary of reports received during the period  1 July 2015 to 
14 July 2015 

Date Matters considered Councillors and officers in attendance 

7 July 2015 Councillor’s Diary Meeting Councillors Crossley, Cleary, Davine, Wenger, 
Hole 
David Morcom, Chief Executive Officer 
Glenys Butler, General Manager Community & 
Culture 
Gail Hogben, Executive Assistant CEO 
Sharon Willison, Mayoral & Councillor Support 
Officer 

RECOMMENDATION 

That Council note and receive the attached Assembly of Councillors records received 
during the period 1 July to 14 July 2015. 
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Assembly of Councillors summary of reports received during the period  1 July 2015 to 
14 July 2015 

Date Matters considered Councillors and officers in attendance 

7 July 2015 

14 July 2015 

Pre Council Agenda 
Regional Development Victoria 
– Gippsland Workforce &
Regional Plan 
Waste Water Treatment Plant 
Buffer 
Desailly Street Project 
Completion Report 
Wood Encouragement 
Sale Memorial Hall Master Plan 
Update 

Declaration of Conflict of 
Interest 
Actions from previous meeting 
Traffic Management Plan 
Data on Throughput 
General Business 

Councillors Crossley, Cleary, Davine, Wenger, 
Hole, Duncan (Item 5 & 6) & McIvor (Item 6) 
David Morcom, Chief Executive Officer 
Arthur Skipitaris, General Manager Corporate 
Services 
Chris Hastie, General Manager Built and Natural 
Environment, 
Glenys Butler, General Manager Community & 
Culture. 
John Websdale, General Manager Development 
Barry Hearsey, Coordinator Strategic Planning 
Ben Proctor, Strategic Planner 
John Tatterson, Manager Built Environment 
Vanessa Ebsworth, Manager Municipal Services 
Phillip Phillipou, Manager Information Technology 
Sharyn Bolitho, Manager Economic Development 
Councillors McIvor, Hole 
David Morcom, Chief Executive Officer 
Chris Hastie, General Manager Built and Natural 
Environment 
John Tatterson, Manager Built Environment 
Denis Murphy, Commercial Property Officer 
Samantha Maxfield, Executive Support Officer 
Built & Natural Environment 
Mark Coleman, Economic Development Officer 
Daniel Gall, Coordinator Commercial Facilities 
Management 
Dean Morahan, Manager Assets & Projects 
Sharon Bolitho, Manager Economic Development 

OPTIONS 

Council has the following options: 

1. Note and receive the attached assembly of Councillors records; or

2. Not receive the attached assembly of Councillors records and seek further information for
consideration of a future Council meeting.

PROPOSAL 

That Council note and receive the attached assembly of Councillors records received during the 
period 1 July 2015 to 14 July 2015. 

CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

No staff and/or contractors involved in the compilation of this report have declared a Conflict of 
Interest. 
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LEGISLATIVE IMPACT 
 
The reporting of written records of assemblies of Councillors to the Council in the prescribed format 
complies with Section 80A of the Local Government Act 1989.  
 
 
COUNCIL PLAN IMPACT 
 
The Council Plan 2013-17 Theme 2 Organisational states the following strategic objective and 
related strategy: 
 
 Strategic Objective 
 “An organisation that is responsive, flexible, honest, accountable and consistent.” 
 
 Strategy 2.3 
 “Ensure sound governance processes that result in responsive, ethical, transparent and 

accountable decision making.” 
 
This report supports the above Council Plan strategic objective and strategy. 
 

Agenda - Ordinary Council Meeting 21 July 2015 61



 
ASSEMBLY OF COUNCILLORS 

 
1. DATE OF MEETING: 

 
7 July15 
 

2. ATTENDEES 
 
 Councillors: 

Name In attendance 
(tick) 

Name In attendance 
(tick) 

 Yes No  Yes No 
Cr Crossley   Cr McCubbin   
Cr Rossetti   Cr McIvor   
Cr Cleary   Cr Wenger   
Cr Davine   Cr Hole   
Cr Duncan      

 
Officers In Attendance: 

Name In attendance 
(tick) 

Name In attendance 
(tick) 

 Yes No  Yes  No 
D Morcom, CEO   G Butler, GML   
C Hastie, GMB&NE   J Websdale , GMD   
A Skipitaris, GMCS      

 
Others in attendance: 
 

Name Item No. Name Item No. 
Sharon Willison 1   
Gail Hogben 1   
    
    

 
3. Matters/Items considered at the meeting (list): 

 
1. Councillors’ Diary Meeting  
  
  
  
  

 
4. Conflict of Interest disclosures made by Councillors: 
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ASSEMBLY OF COUNCILLORS 
 
 

1. DATE OF MEETING: 
 
 7 July 2015 

 
2. ATTENDEES 
 

 Councillors: 

Name In attendance 
(tick) Name In attendance 

(tick) 
 Yes No  Yes No 
Cr Crossley   Cr McCubbin (on leave)   
Cr Rossetti    Cr McIvor (item 6 only)   
Cr Cleary   Cr Wenger   
Cr Davine   Cr Hole   
Cr Duncan (items 5 & 6 only)      

 
Officers in Attendance: 

Name In attendance 
(tick) Name In attendance 

(tick) 
 Yes No  Yes No 
D Morcom,  CEO   G Butler,  GMCC   
A Skipitaris,  GMCS   J Websdale ,  GMD   
C Hastie,  GMBNE      

 
Others in attendance: (list names and item in attendance for) 
 

Name Item No. 
Trish Dean 1 
David Morcom 2 
Barry Hearsey, Ben Proctor 3 
John Tatterson, Vanessa Ebsworth, Phillip Phillipou 4 
Sharyn Bolitho, John Tatterson 5 
Karen Evans 6 

 
 

3. Matters / Items considered at the meeting (list): 
 

1. Pre-Council Agenda 
2. Regional Development Victoria – Gippsland Workforce & regional Plan 
3. Waste Water Treatment Plan Buffer 
4. Desailly Street Project Completion Report 
5. Wood Encouragement 
6. Sale Memorial Hall Master Plan Update 

 

 
 

4. Conflict of Interest disclosures made by Councillors: 
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ASSEMBLY OF COUNCILLORS 

 
1. DATE OF MEETING: 

 
14 July 2015 

 
2. ATTENDEES 

 Councillors 
Name In attendance 

(tick) 
Name In attendance 

(tick) 

 Yes No  Yes No 
Cr Crossley   Cr McCubbin   
Cr Rossetti   Cr McIvor    
Cr Cleary   Cr Wenger   
Cr Davine   Cr Hole   
Cr Duncan      

 
Officers In Attendance  

Name In attendance 
(tick) 

Name In attendance 
(tick) 

 Yes No  Yes  No 
D Morcom      
C Hastie, GMB&NE      
      

 
Others in attendance  
 

Name Item No. Name Item No. 
John Tatterson 1 to 5 Sharon Bolitho 1 to 5 
Denis Murphy 1 to 5   
Samantha Maxfield (minutes) 1 to 5   
Mark Coleman 1 to 5   
Daniel Gall 1 to 5   
Dean Morahan 1 to 5   

 
3. Matters/Items considered at the meeting (list): 

 
    1. Declaration of Conflict Of Interest 
    2. Actions from Previous Meeting 
    3. Traffic Management Plan 
    4. Data on Throughput. 

5. General Business 
 
 

4.Conflict of Interest disclosures made by Councillors: 
 
NIL 
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C3 - REPORT 
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ITEM C3.1 AMENDMENTS C85 AND C88 - PROPOSED RESIDENTIAL 

DEVELOPMENT, STEVENS STREET, SALE 
DIVISION: DEVELOPMENT 
ACTION OFFICER: MANAGER LAND USE PLANNING 
DATE: 21 JULY 2015 
 

IMPACTS 
Financial Communication Legislative Council 

Policy 
Council 

Plan 
Resources 

& Staff 
Community Environmental Consultation Risk 

Management 
          

 
 
OBJECTIVE 
 
To consider the Panel Report and associated recommendations for Amendments C85 and C88 
concurrently with Planning Permits 124/2013 and 373/2012 respectively (residential development 
Stevens Street, Sale) and seek adoption of the Amendments pursuant to the requirements of the 
Planning and Environment Act 1987. 
 
 
PUBLIC QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS FROM THE GALLERY 
 

 
 
BACKGROUND 

Council has received two combined rezoning and planning permit application requests for Stevens 
Street, Sale (see map on the next page). 
 
The subject land is situated in a prominent location on the southern edge of the township and is 
adjacent to a wetland system. The adopted ‘Sale, Longford and Wurruk Structure Plan’, which is a 
component of the Wellington Planning Scheme, identifies the subject land for urban expansion in 
the medium term. 
 
 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
That: 
 
1. Council note the Panel Report (refer to Attachment 2) to Amendment C85 and C88 

concurrently with Planning Permits 124/2013 and 373/2012 respectively, pursuant to 
Sections 27, 96E and 96F of the Planning and Environment Act 1987; 

2. Council adopt Amendments C85 and C88 (refer to Attachment 3) pursuant to Section 
29 of the Planning and Environment Act 1987; 

3. Council recommend that the Minister for Planning grant Planning Permits 124/2013 
and 373/2012 (refer to Attachment 4) pursuant to Sections 96G and 96H of the 
Planning and Environment Act 1987; and 

4. Council submit Amendments C85 and C88 to the Minister for Planning for approval 
pursuant to Section 31 of the Planning and Environment Act 1987. 
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The proposals seek to rezone and subdivide land for residential use and create a combined total of 
eleven (11) lots on two separate sites (two lots created as part of Amendment C85 and nine lots 
created as part of Amendment C88), all of which would have significant, uninterrupted views over 
the adjacent wetlands. 
 
On 3 June 2014 Council resolved to request the Minister for Planning to authorise Council as the 
Planning Authority to proceed with exhibition of the combined amendments and planning permit 
applications. Authorisation was received on 23 June 2014 and the amendments were exhibited 
concurrently with the proposed planning permit applications from 31 July to 8 September 2014.  
 
All information in relation to Amendments C85 and C88, including the proposed planning permit 
applications P124/2013 and P373/2012 (respectively), can be found on Council’s website: 
http://www.wellington.vic.gov.au/Developing-Wellington/Planning-Scheme-
Amendments/Amendments-C85C88. 
 
At the close of exhibition, 136 submissions were lodged with Council, including a petition with 802 
signatures. Copies of the submissions can be inspected at the Sale Customer Service Centre and 
have been made available electronically to Council for review. The key issues raised by the 
objectors included: 
 
• loss of view; 
• impact on the wetlands in relation to drainage and flora and fauna; 
• perception of community that the land would never be developed; 
• no need for housing at this location as there are enough other growth areas around Sale where 

the supply can be easier met; 
• concerns about the stability of the land due to fill and steepness; 
• rising flood levels; 
• change to the streetscape and the loss of a great public space; 
• concerns about the increase of traffic; and 
• questions in relation to the subdivision design.  
 
In response to issues raised in the submissions, the proponents were requested to provide further 
information about the location of the proposed pumping station at 74 Stevens Street and the 
consequential impacts on the proposed subdivision layout; and concerns relating to the stability of 
the subject land.  
 
 
Planning Panel 
At its meeting of 17 February 2015, Council resolved to request the Minister for Planning to appoint 
an independent expert Planning Panel under the Planning and Environment Act 1987. The Panel 

C85- 
P124/20

13 
C88- 

P373/20
12 
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Hearing took place on 20, 21 and 22 April 2015 in Sale. Council’s submission to the Planning 
Panel can be found in Attachment 1 to this report.  
 
The Planning Panel considered all of the submissions received. The Panel Report was received on 
4 June 2015 and has been publicly available to view since Thursday 2 July 2015. The Panel 
Report can be found in Attachment 2 to this report. 
 
An overview of the Panel recommendations can be found in the Executive Summary on page (i) of 
the Panel Report. Based on the reasons set out in the Panel Report, the Panel recommends 
adoption of Amendments C85 and C88 to the Wellington Planning Scheme as exhibited, subject to 
the following modifications: 
 

1. Replace the exhibited versions of the Neighbourhood Residential Zone Schedule 1 and the 
Design and Development Overlay Schedule 22 with the Panel recommended versions. 

2. Replace the exhibited versions of Planning Permit P124/2013 and Planning Permit 
P373/2012 with the Panel recommended versions. 

 
Other Recommendations: 
 

3. “Monitor the traffic along Stevens Street in proximity to the bend close to Yvette Close in 
order to determine if traffic calming measures are necessary to improve vehicle, cyclist and 
pedestrian safety.” 

 
Based on the outcomes of the Panel Report, it is recommended that Council adopt Amendments 
C85 and C88 as per the Panel recommendations as set out above and on page (i) of the Executive 
Summary of the Panel Report. 
 
The Neighbourhood Residential Zone Schedule 1 and the Design and Development Overlay 
Schedule 22 have been updated as per the Panel recommendations and are included within the 
Amendment document package proposed for adoption (refer to Attachment 3).  
 
The Planning Permits have also been updated as per the recommendations of the Panel and are 
included in Attachment 4 to this report.  
 
 
OPTIONS 
 
Council has the following options: 
 
1. That Council note the Panel Report for Amendment C85 and C88 concurrently with Planning 

Permits 124/2013 and 373/2012 respectively pursuant to Sections 27, 96E and 96F of the 
Planning and Environment Act 1987; to adopt Amendments C85 and C88 pursuant to 
Section 29 of the Planning and Environment Act 1987; to recommend that the Minister for 
Planning grant Planning Permits 124/2013 and 373/2012 pursuant to Sections 96G and 96H 
of the Planning and Environment Act 1987; and to submit Amendments C85 and C88 to the 
Minister for Planning for approval pursuant to Section 31 of the Planning and Environment 
Act 1987. 

2. That Council note the Panel Report for Amendment C85 and C88 concurrently with Planning 
Permits 124/2013 and 373/2012 respectively pursuant to Sections 27, 96E and 96F of the 
Planning and Environment Act 1987 and abandon Amendments C85 and C88 in full or in 
part pursuant to Section 28 of the Planning and Environment Act 1987. 

3. That Council note the Panel Report for Amendment C85 and C88 concurrently with Planning 
Permits 124/2013 and 373/2012 respectively pursuant to Sections 27, 96E and 96F of the 
Planning and Environment Act 1987 and seek further information or changes to Amendments 
C85 and C88 for consideration at a future Council meeting.  
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PROPOSAL 

That Council: 
 
1. note the Panel Report (refer to Attachment 2) to Amendment C85 and C88 concurrently with 

Planning Permits 124/2013 and 373/2012 respectively, pursuant to Sections 27, 96E and 96F of 
the Planning and Environment Act 1987; 

2. adopt Amendments C85 and C88 (refer to Attachment 3) pursuant to Section 29 of the Planning 
and Environment Act 1987; 

3. recommend that the Minister for Planning grant Planning Permits 124/2013 and 373/2012 (refer 
to Attachment 4) pursuant to Sections 96G and 96H of the Planning and Environment Act 1987; 
and 

4. submit Amendments C85 and C88 to the Minister for Planning for approval pursuant to Section 
31 of the Planning and Environment Act 1987. 

 
 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
 
No staff and/or contractors involved in the compilation of this report have declared a Conflict of 
Interest. 
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT 
 
As the combined Amendments and planning permit applications have been requested by two 
private proponents all direct financial costs associated with the Amendments will need to be met by 
the proponents. This includes the costs for the Planning Panel and the relevant statutory fees.  
 
 
COMMUNICATION IMPACT 
 
Should the Minister for Planning approve Amendment C85 and C88 and grant Planning Permits 
124/2013 and 373/2012 respectively, notice of the approvals will appear in the Government 
Gazette and will be published in the Gippsland Times.  Council’s website will also be updated. 
 

LEGISLATIVE IMPACT 

The combined Amendment and planning permit applications have been processed in accordance 
with the requirements of the Planning and Environment Act 1987. 
 
 
COUNCIL PLAN IMPACT 
 
The Council Plan 2013–2017 Theme 5 Land Use Planning states the following strategic objective 
and related strategy: 

 Strategic Objective 
“Appropriate and forward looking land use planning that incorporates sustainable growth 
and development.” 

Strategy 5.1 
“Ensure Land Use Policies and Plans utilise an integrated approach to guide appropriate 
land use and development.” 
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Amendments C85 and C88 together with the combined planning permits for subdivision support 
the above objective and strategy. 
 
 
PLANNING POLICY IMPACT 
 
Amendment C85 and C88 are consistent with the State Planning Policy Framework (SPPF) and 
the Local Planning Policy Framework (LPPF) of the Wellington Planning Scheme.  
 
The Sale, Wurruk and Longford Structure Plan identifies the subject land as a future urban 
residential growth area and as such is included in Clause 21.05 – Sale, Wurruk and Longford 
Strategic Framework of the Wellington Planning Scheme. While the Panel has raised concern 
about the designation of this land in the adopted Structure Plan (in response to a submission made 
during the exhibition of the draft structure plan), it has ultimately accepted that this designation is 
now contained within the Wellington Planning Scheme.  Council is now required to make a 
decision as to whether it wishes to support or abandon the current Amendment and planning 
permit applications on their merits. 
 
If Council elects to adopt the current Amendment requests and planning permit applications, it 
should also be noted that other areas of land along Stevens St will remain ‘earmarked’ in the 
Wellington Planning Scheme for potential urban development.  However, due to the more 
constrained topography of this remaining land, it is considered unlikely that future rezonings would 
be pursued.   It should also be noted that potential exists for planning permit applications under the 
current Farming Zone, which would need to be assessed on their merits.  Council officers will 
further consider the most appropriate response to these issues (if any) post Council’s decision on 
the current Amendment requests and planning permit applications. 
 
 
COMMUNITY IMPACT 
 
The Panel considers that net community benefit, although marginal, has been demonstrated, and 
the Amendments and planning permit applications can therefore be supported.  
 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
 
The Panel has concluded that the proposed development will not result in unacceptable 
environmental impacts subject to the development occurring in accordance with the controls 
proposed via the Amendments and accompanying planning permits.  
 
 
CONSULTATION IMPACT 

The exhibition of Amendments C85 and C88 took place between 31 July and 8 September 2014 
and included: 
 
• Approximately 120 notification letters with information sheets sent to all landowners/occupiers 

on adjacent lots, Stevens Street, Yvette Close, Lynton Place and Nest Court.  
• Eleven (11) notification letters were sent to relevant statutory authorities. 
• Public notice was given in the Gippsland Times, Yarram Standard and Government Gazette. 
• Notifications were placed on the subject land for the duration of the exhibition period.  
• Two information sessions were held by the proponent on 13 August 2014 (morning and 

evening session). 
 
Information regarding the Amendments is also available at the following locations: 
 

Agenda - Ordinary Council Meeting 21 July 2015 70



• Copies of the exhibited documents can be viewed at the Council Service Centres in Sale and 
Yarram; and 

• Council and Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning websites.  
 
The Panel Hearing took place on 20, 21 and 22 April 2015.  
 
It should be noted that the provisions of the proposed Design and Development Overlay include 
exemption from notice and appeal (VCAT) for future planning permit applications to construct a 
building (e.g. a dwelling) or carry out works for a use within Section 1 of the Neighbourhood 
Residential Zone. The Panel has considered this approach appropriate given the prescriptive 
planning controls prepared for the land to control future development.  
 
 
RISK MANAGEMENT IMPACT 
 
In response to community submissions and Council’s request, the proponent submitted 
geotechnical reports for the subject land to demonstrate that the land was suitable for future 
residential development.  The Panel accepted the reports and evidence from the expert witness 
submitted during the Panel hearing, which concluded that the subject land is suitable for future 
residential development.  
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