
 

FAQs 
Bison’s Bluff Nature Playground 

Summer, 2021 Operations 

 
What is the fee to visit Bison’s Bluff? 
Bison’s Bluff admission is now $2 for residents & $3 for non-residents for one-hour of play. This fee 
only applies to children 2-12 years of age. Accompanying adults pay no fee. 
 
How can I make a reservation? 
Making a reservation to visit Bison’s Bluff is not necessary but is highly recommended. Both residents 
and non-residents may now visit www.parkfun.com/reservations and click on the Bison’s Bluff link. If 
you do not have an account with Schaumburg Park District, you will need to set one up. Note that it 
may take 24 hours for your account to be approved and become active. Reservations may be made 
up to ½ hour before the start of any play session. 
 
Why are the play sessions only one hour? 
Current Illinois Department of Public Health (IDPH) guidelines limit public gatherings to 100 people 
and stipulate cleaning and disinfecting procedures for frequently touched areas. Since we need to 
limit capacity, the best way to make the nature playground available to as many people as possible is 
to limit play to one hour. This also allows frequent cleaning and sanitizing of the playground. As state 
restrictions are eased, capacities will be increased in line with IDPH guidelines; however, the play 
sessions will remain one hour to give as many patrons as possible the opportunity to enjoy Bison’s 
Bluff. Visitors may stay for two one-hour play sessions if space permits. 
 
Bison’s Bluff used to be free. Why are there fees now? 
Admission fees go toward helping pay for the staff responsible for monitoring and coordinating 
admissions as well as the cost of ongoing maintenance and upkeep. Bison’s Bluff is a unique and 
popular visitor amenity that receives heavy use and so requires far more upkeep and maintenance 
than a traditional playground. Just as patrons are asked to pay an admission fee for other recreational 
amenities such as swimming pools to support the costs of staff and maintenance, the operations of 
the nature playground also require supplemental funding. 
 
Why is the Bison’s Bluff water feature turned off? 
Current Illinois Department of Public Health guidelines for COVID mandate that all non-chlorinated 
water features in splash pads, parks or playgrounds be turned off. The water feature in Bison’s Bluff 
functions as a natural stream and the water recirculates but is not treated. 
 
Can we bring food into the nature playground? 
Snacks and beverages in non-glass containers are permitted in Bison’s Bluff; however, we are asking 
that picnics, coolers, packaged meals, etc. NOT be brought into the playground. The nearby picnic 
pavilions are designed for picnics and contain tables and trash receptacles. The playground does not 
provide spaces for picnics or eating, and food creates added maintenance. 
 
Can we bring our own toys into the nature playground? 
Since sand toys and other personal items have the potential to be shared by children, based on the 
guideline to eliminate or frequently sanitize high-touch surfaces, we felt it best to exclude personal 
toys. 

For more information, please call (847) 985-2100  
OR submit a comment or question at:  

parkfun.com/about/contact. 

http://www.parkfun.com/reservations

