Schaumburg Park District maintains over 300
acres of preserved natural areas. These sites
provide local residents with opportunities to
experience nature close to home and appreciate
the beauty of Illinois’ native plants and animals.
People—and the plants
and wildlife that live
here—find refuge from
the ever-increasing
pressures of
urbanization. These
areas represent our
living heritage!

Benefits to
People and Wildlife

Local, accessible natural areas contribute significantly
to the quality of life for suburban residents. Spending
time outdoors has a positive impact on people’s lives,
especially children, who benefit from unstructured play
in natural areas.
These areas are remnants of the Chicago region’s
original prairies, wetlands and woodlands. More than
150 years of farming and urbanization have eliminated
many plants and animals that were once found here.
Schaumburg Park District staff and community
volunteers have been nurturing these natural areas back
to health. This is done by removing non-native plants,
replanting native trees, shrubs, grasses and wildflowers,
and conducting controlled burns. The fires, carefully
managed by trained staff during early spring or autumn,
mimic the natural fires which occurred regularly in these
areas for thousands of years. Native plants and animals
have adapted to this process and thrive when habitats
are managed with occasional controlled fires.

Schaumburg Park District Conservation Areas
Spring Valley Nature Center and
Heritage Farm

Spring
Valley is
Schaumburg’s
largest
conservation
area – 135
acres of
replanted
native prairies,
woodlands,
marshes and
streams.
Features of
this facility
include more than three miles of accessible walking trails, a
nature center featuring displays and information, a nature
playscape, a re-created 1880s living history farm, and a
1920s log cabin. Spring Valley is the only conservation area
with amenities, restrooms, parking, and a regular schedule
of programs and special events.

Ruth Macintyre
Conservation
Area
This 36-acre mosaic of
open fields, wetlands and
restored prairies includes
a five-acre pond, wildlife
observation platforms and
a three-quarters-mile trail.
Accessible from Salem
Drive and Aegean Drive,
with on-street parking.

Park St. Claire Conservation Area

This 30-acre wetland
on either side of Salt
Creek includes planted
prairies and on-going
floodplain restoration
activities. A paved
bike and walking trail
winds through the
site between Thacker
Drive and Schaumburg
Road.

Gray Farm Park Marsh

Kay Wojcik Conservation Area
at Oak Hollow

As one of Schaumburg’s finest (yet smallest, at 17 acres)
natural areas, this site contains 100+ year-old oak and
hickory trees, many rare and beautiful native wildflowers,
wetlands, a replanted prairie, and a half-mile trail system.
Accessible from Spruce Drive, Samoset Lane or Juniper
Lane, with on-street parking.

Gray Farm
is a 47-acre
multi-use
park that
includes a
playground,
picnic areas,
bike trail, and
fishing lake,
in addition to
a large openwater marsh.
The marsh
supports a
great variety
of bird life,
especially in
spring and
fall. A wildlife viewing platform is accessible from the rear
of Blackwell School on Walnut Lane, where visitors can
park. Additional parking is available on Cloverdale Lane.

Schaumburg
Park District

Site Use Guidelines

In order to protect and preserve these natural areas,
visitors are asked to follow these rules:
• Collecting of plants or wildlife is not permitted.
• Feeding of wildlife is not permitted.
• Consumption of alcohol is not permitted.
• Walk only on marked trails or mowed areas.
• Picnic only in designated areas.
• Place all trash and recyclables in receptacles provided.
• Pets must be leashed at all times (pets are not
permitted at Spring Valley).
• Bicycles are permitted only at Gray Farm Park and
Park St. Claire Conservation Area.
• Fishing is permitted at Gray Farm Park and Ruth
Macintyre Conservation Area.

Nature
Conservation
Areas

Specialized programs for organized groups can be
arranged for any site by contacting Spring Valley at
847-985-2100 or emailing springvalley@parkfun.com.
Staff also welcomes questions about plants and wildlife,
as well as comments and concerns regarding the
maintenance of these sites.

Where are the Conservation
Areas Located?
• Spring Valley Nature Center and Heritage Farm
1111 E. Schaumburg Road, Schaumburg
• Kay Wojcik Conservation Area at Oak Hollow
501 W. Spruce Drive, Schaumburg
• Ruth Macintyre Conservation Area
1101 S. Aegean Drive, Schaumburg
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